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INTRODUCTION. 


This volume has hecn compiled under the orders of the 
Government of India, Department of Education (General), 
resolution no. 77, dated the 21st March, 1919, with the object 
of assisting the student who has occasion to consult the 
Government records of the periods before the Mutiny relating 
to the Provinces of Agra and Benares. 

Ample materials for a complete and detailed history of the 
administration of the East India Company in those Provinces 
exist. 

These materials are to bo found in the Imperial Record 
Room, the Record Rooms of the Government of Bengal and of 
the High Court at Calcutta, also in various record rooms in 
the United ITovinccs. 

The records appertaining to the United Provinces have 
suffered in various places from one or other of the following 
causes of destruction :— 

(1) Ravages of the Mutineers in 1857. 

(2) Accidental tiros in record rooms. 

(o) Indiscriminate weeding of records. 

(4) Careless preservation of records, which has resulted 
in the destruction of many doouinents by white- 
ants, fish insects, etc. 

The contents of the record rooms of the following officials 
were destroyed during the Mutiny :— 

The Commissioners of the Meerut and Rohilkhand divi¬ 
sions, the Collectors of Meerut, Muzaffarnagar, Bulandshahr, 
Moradabad, Aligarh, Agra, Mainpuri, Etawah, Muttra, Btah, 
Shahjahanpur, Bijnor, Budaun, Pilibhit, Allahabad, Batehpur, 
Cawnpore, Jhansi, Jalaun, Hamirpur, Azamgarh and Jaunpur. 

The Pre-Mutiny Records of the Secretariat of the United 
Provinces were all destroyed by fire some 50 years ago. The 
offices in which the records have suffered severely from indis¬ 
criminate weeding are those of the Collectors of Meerut, 
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Farrukhabad, Banda and i3onan;s, the District Magistrates 
of Ghazipur and Grorakhpur and the Deputy Commissioners 
of Almora and Garhwal. 

The arrangement of the records varies with the office that 
holds them. In the days of the Company letters isfeued were 
usually copied out into a register while those received were 
filed in chronological order. Some Collectors or Magistrates 
used to attempt to classify their correspondence, keeping 
separate issue registers for each class of correspondence, but 
this was the exception rather than the rule, and it often hap¬ 
pened that while one Collector classified his correspondenee, 
his successor ceased to adopt the classification or altered the 
system. 

In a few oflices, notably that of the Commissioner of 
Allahabad, attempts have been made at various times to 
make up the correspondence into files—a proceeding which in 
most cases should not have been undertaken because copies 
of letters, being entered in registers, cannot be placed in their 
proper files. The result is that tire present arrangement of 
the records is the least satisfactory in those record rooms 
where attempts have been made to constitute files dealing 
with various subjects. 

From October, 1909 to April 1911, an officer was placed on 
Special Duty to arrange all the Government Pre-Mutiny 
Eecords in the United Provinces. That officer was obliged 
to adhere to the classification he found in existence in each 
particular office in cases where there had been any attempt 
at classification, contenting himself with correcting mistakes so 
far as possible, weeding out useless records and pasting those 
that remained into guard books. 

All the existing records, with the exceptions set forth 
below, have been cither pasted in well-bound guard books or 
copied into bound registers. These volumes are kept tied up 
in bastas the better to preserve them. 

The Pre-Mutiny Records of the United Provinces are 
examined at least once a year with the result that they are in 
excellent order. 
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Tbc records which have beeu neither bound up nor placed 
in <jjuard books are (1) a considerable portion of the revenue 
correspondence of dates prior to 1829. As practically the 
whole of this is embodied in the proceedings of the Board of 
Eevenue it was not deemed necessary to incur the expense 
of binding up these letters. 

(2) A number of the records of the Commissioner of the 
Allahabad Division. For reasons explained in the chaptet* 
dealing with tliose records, many doenments have been arranged 
chronologically and tied up loose in b istas along with bound 
records and files of the years to which they appertain. 

In this handbook a chapter is devoted to each record room 
that contains Pre-Mutiny Eecords relating to the United 
p]'ovin( os. * 

For facility of ndcrcnce the history of the settlement of the 
land revenue, the customs and revenue administration and the 
judicial systems of the United Provinces in the days of the 
Company have been outlined in chapters I, 11 and 111. The 
arrangemeut of the documemts in each record room is explained 
and, whore possible, hints are given which may prove of assist¬ 
ance to the student in his search for particular papers. A brief 
summary of the contents of oa.cii scries of records is given in 
ordcT that the stiicienti may obtain some idea of the contents 
of each record room. 

Had every Government record been preserved there would 
now be in existence at least two copies of each document—the 
office copy in the office of issue and the original in the office of 
receipt. In the case of many documents both copies exist. 

Again, the correspondence of one Magistrate or Collector or 
Commissioner is generally speaking very similar to that of 
another ; there are, of course, local conditions peculiar to each 
district and division, but most of the records of a local nature 
are of comparatively little importance to the historical student. 

It is thus obvious that had this handbook given a detailed 
description of every series of records in every office it could have 
containM much repetition and have attained unwieldy 
dimensions. In order to avoid repetition so far as possible and 
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to economise space the plan adopted in the case of the records 
in the district offices is to give a fairly complete survey of the 
records of the permanently settled district (Gbazipur j and of the 
non-perraaoently settled district (Gorakhpur) in which the 
Collector’s records are the most complete and of the records of 
the District Magistrate of Mirzapur, as the records of that officer 
are more voluminous than those of any other Magistrates in the 
Provinces. In case of other districts very brief descriptive 
accounts are given. The records mentioned in these being 
chieJiy those which, owing to local conditions, are peculiar to 
the district, the reader being referred to the account of the 
Ghazipur, Gorakhpur or Mirzapur records, as the case may be, 
to obtain a general idea of the nature of the records. 

It has not becrkpossible to carry out the plan of the hand¬ 
book very thoroughly—the quantity of the records to be gone 
through was too great, and the writer had to do the work 
in such spare time as he could find while carrying out 
the duties of a District Officer. It was but rarely that more 
than an hour at a time could be devoted to the work ; this, it is 
hoped, will explain the somewhat disjointed natuie of the 
descriptions. 

Mr. Dwarka Nath Dhown, historical research scholar of the 
Allahabad University, was appointed to assist in the compila¬ 
tion of the handbook. He went through a large number of 
records and his notes are incorporated in the handbook. 

It has not been possible oven to mention all the hnportant 
or interesting events that occurred. This handbook is not a 
history but merely a rough survey of the contents of the various 
record rooms. Here and there an incident has been noticed 
on account of its importance or interest as throwing light upon 
the times. It is hoped that such examples of the many 
interesting documents the records contain will stimulate 
students to devote themselves to their study. The records at 
Allahabad, Benares and Ghazipur provide ample material for 
the completion of Oldham’s Ghazipur Memoir which was begun 
more than 50 years ago. From the records at Gorakhpur 
it would be possible to compile a complete history of the 
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revenue administration of that district; while the records at 
Mirzapur are sufficiently numerous to form the basis of a work 
on the history of the judiciary in the United Proviiaces. 

In conclusion the writer wishes to thank Mr. E. H. Blaker, 
I. S. O., Keeper of the Kecords of the Government of India, 
Mr. Patterson, I. C. S., Registrar of the High Court at Fort 
William; Mr. P. Dias, Keeper of the Records of the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal ; and Mr. Cesar of the Bengal Secretariat for 
the assistance they so kindly afforded him during his visit to 
the record rooms in Calcutta. Mr. Dias spared himself no 
trouble in looking out records most likely to be of use in the 
compilation of this handbook ar^d Mr. Cesar devoted a holiday 
to rendering the writer assistance. 

Messrs. Blaker and Dias have kindly revised the sections 
of this handbook that deal with their record rooms. 




CIIAPTSE I. 


OUTLINE OF THE HrsTDIT- J OF TIL?. JUD'CJIAOT IXT THE PE-aVINCJES OF 
AGF-A AND BENAHE 3 UHBFE THE C^HIPAITZ. 

The j;icli(.;i;il .sysic'n llial. hful 1 e:'n e-iahlisiUHl in Ix'iiy::!, Hlhar and 
Orissa in 1773 was cN'teiidod to the previn.x^ of ih:nr.res iii i7ff. hauler 
this a Judge and Magistrate was e.j^poiiii-ed h-/^ aeh ziliah. A ;.ludge 
tins officer sab as a civil court. On his ciiuiinal side lie \v:i,s n;e';e!y a 
magistrate. In most zill dis the Judge and iMa<M';sl;ruti‘ was tdvcii an 
assistant called a IkOgister aii l souictinies a ce»\a'Ua,!e-d ci\il sa;rv:’ai!.i under 
training Avas atlached to Ids runirb. 'JlI'v Judg’e was e.npswis'cd to I'eler 
for deidsiou to the ih;gister sad's the value ui the sid j el liuitlcr of vviaieli 
did nob exceetl Ids. 2d(). 


Snbordinalc to t’.e Judge Avero 

ciso native (f 

ninmi -isioncivn Tiiese 

wcrt3 o(‘ Ibree Idiudi:: — fJudder Annus, 

Aruin.s and Mi 

n:ii;;. hJu'd-r Amins 

sat at lh(.‘ h, miguarters o:' b’.e Ju ng' ; 

mui fi.’gistrsU 

' er.d wae-i.^ empe'/u.'ia d 

to ditpnso of suits of Av'.'it h tl: 


tier (^(d ml, exceed 

fhs. 100 in v;']n(n referis'd 0.) thuJ' 

■I !y i:-o Ji;,;,: 

;e, hJie muins w'ero 

ijoniinatoil by the Judge and C(.': 

i.f.MU'. d ly ti 

a.; S.:i.l,u.r .Dovirumy 

A da wl lit. 'I'liey .sat, in the im.er ior < 

d' Li,e di:\,j icb. 

fV'cIi iiud a jiiri; die- 


lion of about 10 square mi:.''., and (,ould he'ir suits of wldcli the 
subjecl. matter did net execc:; Id. TO in \edue las'erred to him by tlie 
Judge. A Munsif was ap])oiiited fu’ <.oeii tiiaria and had an original 
jurisdiclion in tlic ca^e oid^uits of w'li.a'i l.’;e ;aiojeet matairdid nob (a\a:eed 
lA, 50. Tiiat is to say, Ttiun.ais o;'SJd re '-dve ’pLuiiIs Avliiaivis h'udder 
Amins and Amins CM.iuld only talvo up ca>es reler.' c'd to liu in "uy tli:' -lui ge. 
Appeaxls Irom these three classes of ohieers Avea;. to the Jiidge \vl[o liad 
power to make over to the Kegisier jippe;ii.s in Avidch the sail.ject matter 
did not execed Us. 25. 

Above the Jinige and Magistrate was the provincial ('oiirt of Appeal 
and Circuif. This usually coiisistel of tinee Judges, tAvo oiWhom had 
to sit to lorra a court of a]>pcal, dliero Avero in lien; al, Uihar and 
Crista five courls of appral. On the civil si lo this Avas a (’ourt of nppjal 
from thd dedsions of the zi.kh Judge. On its crimiaal side it was 
a court of Circuit Avhicli held Fes.'Juiis. On its civil side it sat at leasn 
three days in a wmek. From its decision an apycal lay to the Sudder 




( 2 ) 


Dewanny Adawliit, in tho of suits of whi(;h the subject matter was 
Its. 500 or u])warOs in value. On its criminal side tiie court had to hold 
annually two jail deliveries in each zillali within its jurisdiction. 

The Magistrate had to enquire into all criminal cliarges. lie could 
jmjiish only petty cases of assault, nffriiy, theft, etc. The limits of his 
])owcrs of punishuK.'ut wore, one month's imprisonment, 11s. 200 fine and 
oO stripes with the rattan. In serious offences, if he* found the charge 
groiiuflless, h('(jonld di.selmrge the accused stating fully his reasons for 
so duing : if ho (‘.o?ibidevcd aprima facie case mmle out, it was his duty 
to eiJinmit the often h-r to taloi his trial at theue>;t jail delivery held by 
the < 1 roi-t of (lirciiit. Tiio Kegi.strar was the assistaiit both to thii Magis¬ 
trate' and tlie .ludge, Tiume was one Court of Appeal and Circuit fur the 
})roviucai of Ben;iies. 

When 1 he ceded ynovinees came under the British Administration, 
a Ch)ni ^ of Appeal and Circuit, was established for tho.se provinces with 
headqmirieT’s ;i,t Barc'illy. Olic full style of this court was ‘‘The court 
of a.f)peal and circuit, for tho divisions of the provin-'i'S ceded by the 
Nawah Vizier to tlie lloii’blo the English East India Company." 

After the dissolution of the tenqxn'ary commission by which the ceded 
provmoes were administena] from 1801, to 1808 llcguiatioii Yll of 1803 
wa,s p.i'^sed whidi appointed a court of a]q.)eal and circuit for the Bareilly 
division which took the placai of tho court just mentioned. This regula¬ 
tion l•('qlli red one of the junior Judges to go on circuit on January the 
l.st and Jui' v th(^ Lst of each year. The senior judge' and one jiinior Judge 
Ji.ad always to r(‘ni::in at Bareilly to iiear apj)Cals. Tho criminal courts 
administeit'd tlie JMuhammadan criminal law with certain modifications 
and each court had attached to it law oflicers to expound the law. Those 
w ere known as eauzies and muftis. At the end of the proceedings they 
had to write the fuf'ina or law a.p])ljcable to the circumskiiiees of the 
ease. When the Court of Circuit sentenced the accused to death or 
linprisouuieut for life tliis seiiteuee hjid to he coofirmod by the Sudder 
Xi/amat, Adaw lul al hd-rt Vrilli.'-rn. Tiie jurisdiction of this court was 
(‘xlend('d to t ile pr )A in(‘(' of Benares in 1785 and the Ceded Province's 
m BSOg. It (’ousis! ed ot toiee Judges wn’th a liead cauzie and tw'o muftis. 

\\ la 11 the Conquered Broviucos c;unc under the British rrde, Llie 
distiie,s which composed these \vei-(‘ added to the juidsdiction of the 
]sireiIly (t)iirt and Allahabad and Gorakhpur w'ere transferred to the 
l)i‘nnres court, w hich also w^as given juri.sdiction over Bundelkhand on its 
acquisition in 1804. Begulalion XVII of 1825 transferred the Gorakhpur 
i essions from the Benares to the Patna Court of Circuit and fixed the 
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following places at which the courts of Bareilly and Benares had to 
hold sessions :— 

1. Bareilly Court of Circuit— 

(1) Farrukhabad (Sirpura prisoners were tried hero). 

(2) Cawnpore. 

(8) Etawah. 

(4) Mainpuri. 

(5) Agra. 

(6) Aligarh. 

(7) Bulandshahr. 

(8) Meerut. 

(9) Miizaffarnagar. 

(10) Saharaupur (L)chra Dim prisoners wore tried here). 

(11) Nagiiia. 

(12) Moradabad. 

2. Benares Court of Circuit— 

(1) Mirzapur. 

(2) Banda. 

(8) 11 amir pur, 

(4) Bhitiira (Fatehpur). 

(5) Alhihabad. 

(G) .launjjur, 

(7) Azaiugarli. 

(8) Gliazipur. 

The system outlined above, although good in theory, was a failure in 
practice becyiuso all the courts had far moi:<i work to do than they could 
gtt through (vide the account given by Slioro in his i\[otes Oii, Judian 

airs). Some idea of the congestion of work may be dei ived from the 
fact that, on February the 14th, 1820, the Si'cretary to Coveriimcnt drew 
the attention of the Sudder Dewaamy Adawlut to the fact tlial about 70,000 
decrees, had been passed since February, 1815, in which no applk-ation 
for execution had been made; the inference being that on account of the 
congestion of work it was futile to file an apjilication lor execution. 

Almost yearly some regulation was passed in order to relieve the 
congestion of work. 

In 1803 a regulation was passed empowering the Governor General 
in Council to appoint an Assistant Judge of tl e Dewanny Adawlut in any 
zillah to try cases or hear appeals referred to him by the zillah Judge. 
This regulation increased the original jurisdict ion of i^egistgrs from suits 
valued up to Hs. 200 to those valued up to Ks. 500. 
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,Eep;^^auion X V of 1805 ga%'e the Hindu and Muhammadan Law Officers 
of Civil Coarii: powery of Sadder Amins, 

I. C'frulr.tion IX of 1807 increased tlio powers of zi; la and city Magis¬ 
trates I'.y cnal Jin:- them to inflict six months^ imprisonment. 

^ Ihypnlal ion XV of 1807 rppointed an Additional Judge to the Suddor 
Dcv/aiiny and XX'z;:maL AdavCiat. 

Ileppdal io!) ?.I1T ef ifL'O ('mpov. ci'cd the zilla and city Judges to 
h'in :'e.; ; to siu'-i: I'on* <1 SudJer Amins and (-maeted that, 

w'.i.n'e I; pi rr'Cc ’. ( d,'tXe v;ho!o or Iv.vU' the eourtdee should 

hio i ‘.. er'r.'d to tlio p.'''’;':i'j aci’oi’din'g as the compromise was effected 
l)o!’or:‘ oj' ai'un- tho co;npie:ion of the pieaiiitin’s. 

]l yuJsliorj h. \M Li 10 e;opo\vere.l the Governor General in Council 
to appejot aduiuoneJ oT.nnt) i‘\;L:gi;;tr;o..o.s and A"‘sista?it ]\[ogislratcs. 

dcynhilioji XII of 1;:]2 cmpowci’td tlie Governor Gcnernl in Coudcl) 
to ; |)j;oint; ad(hiioi]:d Judges to the Judder Dcnvaimy and Nizamat 
Adiiwlu;. 

iX’gnlation V of 1S14 iiicre.’ised tlie nnmho>‘ of Judges from three to 
.four !o rotM Provincial Comt of A};poal and (hrenit. 

8o'>iilotion ?lXljl of 1.S14 g:ivc additions! powers to Miinsifs and 
I 'n .!f' r Aiiiios an I d r. cted thcrt3 sliould he. no liinildfixcd to the 

n:;:i!e o' tXnPler Ami:. . rppwinlen. 

P. giihitani XI [ oi’ iot.S eoireicod the powers of zilla and city Magis- 

tr::X. 

io g'.daslon ]1 of PXX! allowed the ap,p()iniinei>u of mo}'o than one 

a* lo (eaeli {!:-.:no. a.n.l angimionled tlio powers oj‘Sudder Amins. 

IvepeX;t!o!i 111 er.niowcred the Nizamat Adawliit to enhance 

the ]) 0 ',ve]’.i of A'-sii/uo.nt XhipAiiralcs. 

liep'iflal.i'jn IV o{'18 21 ua’powcrcd the Governor General in Council 
to i;iv.; ;L any CoPcotor v. ith tlnj ]r)wcrs of a Magistrate. 

ahXioii I of 1822 oniianced the powers of Magistrates and Joint 
rates. 

Pep id;! * [on I of !82(; empowered tho Governor General in Council to 
apip Min, as many Jtalges as might be I'ound necessary to each Provincial 
C -urt oi Cironit and App.ad. 

Pegiilaliviii Y of 1827 enhanced tlio powers of Sudder Amins. 

pLeg:J.:.uiori VII ot l‘:2 1 enhanced tiic iiowcrs of hia,gi:-trates. 
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The Government at length recognised that if the congestion in the 
courts was to be relieved, drastic changes were necessary and in conse¬ 
quence Regulation I of 182D was enacted appointing Commissioners of 
Revenue and Circuit. As Commissioners of Circuit these officers had 
within their respective jurisdiclions all the powers previously invested in 
the Courts of Circuit under the instructions and control of the Nizamat 
jAdiwlut or, in tlie case of the Commissioner of the first division, of the 
Resident at Delhi. 

The jurisdictions of the several Commissioners in the Provinces of 
Agra and Pciiares were as follows :— 


f Saharanpur, 

First division to coiitain districts under the ) J^Iuzaffarnagar, 


A1 agist rates, 
and Sub-Coil 

( a;! lc<‘tors 
ectors of 

, Joint M; 

igiatrates ) Meerut, and 
l^ihilaiidbhahr. 

Second 

ditto 

ditto 

f Agra, 

,.X Aligarh, and 
( Saidabad. 

Third 

ditto 

ditto 

( Farrukiuibad, 

J Mainpuri, 

} Sirpura, and 
( El a wall. 

Fourth 

ditto 

ditto 

r Mor ad abaci, 

...J Nagina, and 
Saliesw^an. 

Fifth 

dittc 

ditto 

f Bareilly, 

... < Shahjahanpur, and 
( Bilibhit. 

Sixth 

d i t to 

ditto 

C Cawnpore, 

Bcdah, and 

North Bundclkhand, 

Seventh 

ditto 

ditto 

^ Allahabad, 

.s' Fateh pur, and 
( Banda. 

Eighth 

ditto 

ditto 

Beriai-es, 

IVlirzapur, and 
Jauupur. 

Ninth 

ditto 

ditto 

f Goraklipur, 

. < Azam garb, and 
Ghazipur. 


Each Commissioner had to hold at least two jail deliveries yearly in 
each of the districts of lis division. This regulation took away from 
all Courts of Appeal in Pcngal their powmrs as Judges of Circuit. 

Regulation VI of 1829 enhanced the powers of 3iagistrates and Joint 
Magistrates, 



( 6 ) 


Regulation V of 1831 augumated the powers of Sudder Amins and 
empowered the Governor General in Council to appoint in any zilla or 
city jurisdiction Principal Sudder Amins by whom all original suits 
of which the subject matter did not exceed Ks. 5,000 in value had 
to be heard unless the Judge for special reasons kept such a case on 
his own file. The effect of this regulation was that the judges of 
the districts to which it was extended heard only suits the value of 
which exceeded Rs. 5,000; under the law, appeals in such cases went 
direct to the Sudder Dewanny Adawdut. Appeals of less value went to 
the Court of Appeal. 

Regulation VI of 1831 created a separate court of Sudder Dewanny 
and Nizamat Adawlut for the Western Provinces and took away from the 
Resident at Delhi the powers of such a court which had been vested in 
him by Regulation I of 1829. The new Sudder Court was established 
with effect from January, the Ist 1832. It had ordinarily to sit at 
Allahabad. It consisted of one or more judges, two mufties and a 
register. If two judges sitting together differed the case had to be 
referred to the Sudder Court at Fort William. The jurisdiction of the 
court established at Allahabad extended over the Western Provinces, 
Kumaun, and the Saugor and Nerbudda territories. 

Regulation YII of 1831 empow'ered the Governor General in Council 
by an order in Council to invest the zilla Judges in any division, when 
pressure of work rendered it necessary, with full powers to'conduct 
the duty of sessious. Such Judges bad to hold jail deliveries once a 
month. 

This was the first step -in the appointment of District and Sessions 
Judges. This power was at first used only in exceptional cases but the 
investment soon grew into a regular practice. 

Regulation VT of 1832 empowered any European officer presiding in 
a court for the administration of civil justice to refer suits or points to 
panchayats for a report, to appoint assessors to aid him in coming to a 
finding. This regulation also gave the same power to Commissioners of 
Circuit and Judges of Sessions, and, when these powers were used, the 
fatwa of the Muhammadan Law Officers might be dispensed with. 

Regulation II of 1833 enacted that when the provisions of Regulation 
V of 1831 had been introduced into all the zillas constituting the juris¬ 
diction of a Provincial Court of Appeal the Governor General in Coilncil 
could abolish the court by an order under the signature of the Secretary 
in the Judicial department. In such cases all pending business had to 
be transferred to the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut. This Regulation led 
to the extinction of the former Courts of Appeal and Circuit, Their 
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criminal powers wore taken away from them in 1829 when the Commis¬ 
sioners of Circuit and Revenue were appointed, and, when Regulation V 
of 1831 was applied to any Zilla or District Judge, appeals from him 
ceased to come to this court, and as soon as this happened in the case of 
all Judges subordinate to a court all that was needed to abolish the court 
in question was an order by the Government. 

Regulation VII of 18b3 provided for the appointment df Additional 
Judges. 

Act VII of 1835 empowered the Governors of the Presidencies of 
Fort William in Bengal and of Agra respectively by an order under the 
signature of the Secretary to the Gofernment in the Judicial department 
to transfer any part or tlie whole of the duties of a Commissioner of 
Revenue and Circuit connected with criminal practice to any Sessions 
Judge. In the Agra Presidency all the criminal Dowers of the Commis¬ 
sioners except those appertaining to the police were transferred to the 
Judges in 1835. This was effected by a letter, dated the JGth of June, 
1835. 

Thus the Civil Judge became both Civil and Sessions Judge. We 
hMve now to see how the Judge became divested of magisterial powers. 
When a Judge and Magistrate was empowered under the provisions 
of Regulation VII of 1831 to conduct the duties *of the sessions his 
work was considerably increased. Moreover ho could not try as 
judge cases which he had committed as magistrate. In consequence iu 
some districts the provisions of Regulation IV of 1821 were called into 
operation and the functions of the Magistrate were transferred to the 
Collector. In other districts Special Magistrates were appointed. 

Experience showed that the transfer of the magisterial powers to the 
Collector worked well in places where it was adopted ; in consequence it 
became more and more general until the combination became universal. 
The date of the change varied considerably in different districts. 
In Ghazipur, for example, Edward Peploe Smith became Magistrate 
and Collector on the 16tb of January, 1833, whereas in Mirzapur 
Mr. Woodcock became the Magistrate and took over the Collector's office 
from Mr. Colin Lindsay in 1837. 

On November the 1st 1836 an order was issued permitting courts to 
substitute Hindustani in Persian character for Persian in their proceed¬ 
ings. Upto this date all proceedings of the courts had been in Persian* 

From July 1st, 1839, Persian was no longer permitted to be used 
by the courts. 

Act XV of 1843 provided for the more extensive employment of 
iincovenanted Deputy Magistrates. 

Thus by 1843 the judiciary had assumed very much its present form. 



CHAPTER IL 


OUTLINE OF THE HISTORY OF THE SETTLEMENT OF THE LAND 
REVENUE IN THE PROVINCES OF AURA AND BENARES 
UNDER THE COMPANY. 

In 178S Jonathan Diincju), lu\si(l‘?nt of B 'narci, pcrsnaded the Baja 
to allow him to make tloi scutk^mont of that ])i-oviiioc. Aft ;r thitt avas 
completed Lord Cornwallis y/as anxious that it should l>e made permanent 
as the settlement in Bihar, Bengal and Orissa had been done in 1793. 
The Raja of Benares eveutnally agreed tint the settlement shonll be 
made permanent in all parts of his pr )vin c except his own domains. 
Tnis was effect^’d in 1795. All settlement operatioris in the piovieoo 
after that date have been witli the object of remeilying the of 

Duncan’s settlement, of settling of detail talnkas tbat were settled by 
him en bloc and of preparing records of rights. The settlement made by 
Duncan has per.sisted in the districts of Benares,* Jllirzapur, Jauiipnr, 
Ghazipiir and B.iiiia, which, with tlii^ Benai’cs R.ij, composed practical!}’ 
the whole of the old province of Benares. 

In 1801 the Nnwab of Oiidh m.ade ovor t!ie sovorc^ignity of tlie Ce lod 
rrQvinces to the Brilishi Gov •isaiienj.. TJiese consisted of the following 
districts ; Goralhnpur (in dudie.g Azeng-rh and I'aslij, Allah,ib .d (in- 
(dnding Fat', hpiir), Cla,wup'.;re, Fcjnul.li.-.I.Md. E new ah, Bar>'illv and 
Moradabad. FaTrn]:ha,])a,d was niid o' imm ahato eontrol o' t''o Nrnvab of 
Farriikhab'id who reiiiapiisht.d his snveroigai.'y in ’lS0:2 ia rehnn for 
an annual subsidy. 

Immediately on fw'sinning the aabihnistnta'on ol' the (aahrl Provinces 
steps were taken to S(.ttle the land reveiiue witli tlu' lan lbohl. rs. Tiie 
settlement took effect from the be,innings of tlie Fasli year ] 210 (P,op- 
tember, 180’2 ). Tiiis sell lom'‘iit was undo for F ree }'e irs and ilie pro¬ 
clamation notif}'i-ig it stated that at the tcrminaiion of l hi'g)ei iod a. further 
settlement for three years would bo made, at a j-nna cqTial to that of the 
first settlement plus two-thirds ofUie difercmce between the jh’ma payable 
under tbs frst settlement and llie aetnal yearly imodime of the land. At 
the expiry oftlie sixth ycc.r, th.at is to say, at tlie end of ilio smeond term of 
three years a third sett lement for four years v.oiild lie made at {,]\e jai/ia 
of the second settlement plus three-fonrlhs oftlie increase of the yearly 
produce during the second tlirec year.s. A fter this, that is to say after 
10 years from the frst settlement, a permanent settlement would be 
made for such land as might bo in a suficiently impi ovi d state of culti¬ 
vation to warrant the measure, on smh terms as the Government 
deemed fair and equitable. This proclamation was embodied in Regula¬ 
tion XXV of 1803, 
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The Court of Directors confirmed this arrangement on August the 
28th, 1804. The first settlement was concluded within two months of 
the issue of the orders to make it. 

In 1803 more territory was acquired by the Company. This territory 
was termed the Conquered Provinces and consisted roughly of the present 
districts of Saharanpur, Meerut, Muzaffarnagar, Bulandshahr, Agra, 
Muttra, Etah, Mainpuri and Aligarh, In the Conquered Provinces settle¬ 
ments for one year were made for 1211 Fasli and 1212 Fasli, In 1805 
llegulation IX was passed providing for two triennial settlements to bo 
followed by one for four years which was to be made permanent as in the 
case of the Ceded Provinces. In 1804 part of Biindelkhand was acquired 
by the British. This included roughly the present Banda and Hamirpur 
districts. These districts, which were then known as the Bundelkhand 
district and were under one Collector, were settled for one year. 

Early in 1805 steps were taken to effect the second triennial settle¬ 
ment of the Ceded Provinces in terms of the aboveinentioned proclamation. 

As the produce of the laud had not increased to the extent anticipated 
it was deemed expedient to make this on terms easier than those notified. 
The jama assessed was equal to that paid in the last year of the first 
settlement, i.e., 1212 Fasli. The proclamation cited above declared that a 
settlement for four years was to follow the second triennial settlement, 
but so obsessed were the Governor General in Council with the benefits 
of a permanent settlement that they were unwilling to await the expiry 
of the 10 years prescribed by the Proclamation before making a per¬ 
manent settlement, accordingly Regulation X of 1809 was enacted 
which declared that the ;ama assessed in the last year of the ensuing 
settlement, that is to say the third settlement which was to last for 
four years, would be fixed in perpetuityi provided the Court of Directors 
approved of the proposal. 

In view of this decision it was necessary to conduct this settlement 
with great care. In order to effect this a Board of Commissioners for the 
settlement of the Ceded Provinces was constituted. The Board consisted 
of Messrs. Fox and Tucker. The various Collectors reported against 
the advisability of the Government pledging itself to make this settle¬ 
ment perpetual. Tho reports of the Collectors satisfied Cox that the 
country was not ripe for a permanent settlement and that such a measure 
would be highly injurious to the interests of the Company and, before he 
retired from the Board on the Ist of March, 1808, he recorded a minute 
to this effect. However the new Commissioners, Sir Edward Colebrooke 
and Mr. Deane, did not hold this opinion, and lost no time in saying so. 
But after less than two mouths’ experience, they changed their views and 
directed a permanent settloment to bo m')de only in estates in which tho 

4 
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uncultivated land did not exceed one-third of the culturable land. In all 
other cases they enjoined a settlement for ten years. The Governor 
General in Council did not agree to this modification but directed that 
only in exceptional cases the conclusion of a permanent settlement 
anight be suspended temporarily. 

On February the 27th, 1810, the Court of Directors stated that they 
were not prepared to sanction a permanent settlement before they had 
more information. To this the Governor General in Council replied, on 
August the 31st, 1810, expressing confidence that the information 
furnished by the Board of Commissioners would entirely satisfy the 
Court of Directors of the expediency of the proposed measure. On the 
same date the Board of Commissioners wrote to the Governor General 
in Council suggesting that the whole of the Northern division of Saharan- 
pur on account of lack of population should be excluded from the per¬ 
manent settlement. To this the Governor General in Council did not 
agree. In the following November the Board of Commissioners suggested 
the exclusion of the whole of the Gorakhpur district from the permanent 
settlement for the reasons given in the case of Saharanpur. 

On February the 12ih, 1811, the Governor General in Council sub¬ 
mitted to the Court of Directors the settlements of Saharanpur, Cawnpore, 
and Gorakhpur for confirmation in perpetuity, recommending that 
exceptions should be made on the special grounds set forth by the Board 
of Commissioners. 

On November the 27th, 1811, the Court of Directors replied disallow¬ 
ing the permanency of these settlements and ordering that the revenue 
of the Ceded and Conquered Provinces should be administered under a 
renewed lease for a term not exceeding five years. 

The result of this order was the enactment of Eegulations IX and 
X of 1812. These rescinded that part of Regulation X of 1807 
which enacted that the revenue should be fixed for ever and re-affirmed 
the -declarations of Regulation XXV of 1803 and IX of 1805, namely, 
that at the end of the ten years ending with Fasli 1219 (September, 
1812), in the Ceded and Fasli 1222 in the Conquered Provinces, those 
estates that wore found to be in a sufficient state of cultivation should 
be settled permanently. Regulation IX a])plied to the Ceded Provinces 
and Regulation X to the Conquered Provinces. Section 4 of each 
regulation declared “in all such cases” (i.e., estates in a sufficient state 
of cultivation to warrant the conclusion of a permanent settlement), 
“a revision shall be made of iho jama assessed on the said estates 
on the principle of leaving to the proprietors a net income of 10 per 
cent, on the jama exclusive of the charges of collections and a 
settlement shall be concluded with the proprietors,” The jama which 
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would be so fixed was to remain fixed for ever. In cbndiicting 
the settlements enjoined by the regulations of 1812 Collectors were 
directed to pay special attention to ascertaining as precisely as possible 
the amount of land in a sufficient state of cultivation to warrant its 
being settled permanently. 

It was decided that all estates of which one-third of the capable lands 
were in actual cultivation should as a general rule 1 e considered ripe 
for permanent settlement but that in some cases the requirement should 
be not more than one-fourth of uncultivated land. 

By 1815 experience showed that it would not be advisable to render 
any portion of the ensuing or fourth settlement permanent, hence 
Regulation XVI of 1816 was passed which extended for a further period 
of five years, that is to say the Fasli years 1225 to 1229, the existing 
settlement of the Ceded Provinces in order that Collectors might make 
fresh enquiries into the resources of the country. Shuilarly Regulation 
IX of 1818 extended the existing settlement in the Conquered Provinces 
to the end of the Fasli year 1232. 

A general letter, dated January the 15tb, 1819, of the Court of Direc¬ 
tors ordered “ that no settlement shall be‘declared permanent till the 
whole of the proceedings preparatory have been submitted to us and till 
the resolutions of your Government have received our sanction and 
concurrence.” On receipt of this letter Mr. Holt Mackenzie, Seci'etary 
to the Government in the Territorial Department was directed to prepare 
a memorandum based on the statistics then to hand setting forth, with 
reasons, the procedure that in his opinion should be followed in the 
eusiuEg settlement of the Ceded and Conquered Provinces. His 
memorandum which consists of no fewer than 760 paragraphs has become 
a historical document and the more important parts of it were printed 
and circulated. Mackenzie’s minute resulted in a number of lengthy 
resolutions by the Governor General in Council. The Governor General 
in Council suggested to the Court of Directors that the existing tem¬ 
porary settlement should be continued another 10 or 15 years to enable 
the Collectors to obtain full statistics of the produce of the country. On 
August, the 21st, 1821 the Court of Directors refused to sanction the 
continuance of the existing temporary settlement beyond a further period 
of five years and they directed that specific arrangements should be made 
to prevent tliis renewal of the settlement from impeding in any way the 
local enquiries in contemplation. 

The result of this order of the Court of Directors was the passing of 
Regulation VII of 1822 continuing the existing settlements of the Ceded 
Provinces for a further period of five years, this regulation went into 



some detail and directed that the revision of the settlement in both the 
Ceded and Conquered Provinces should be village by village and mahal by 
mahal and that such number of mahals should be revised each year as the 
order of the Governor General in Council might direct, but the revision 
should not take effect until 1234 Fasli, that is to say until the five years 
extension given in regulation I expired. The regulation required Collec¬ 
tors to investigate the extent and produce of the lands minutely, the 
landed tenures and the rights, interests and privileges of the various 
classes of the agricultural community. 

Kegulation IX of 1824 extended the existing settlement in the Con¬ 
quered Provinces for a further period of five years. 

By 1826 so little progress had been made in these complicated en¬ 
quiries that in April of that year Regulation II of 3 820 was passed 
directing that the existing settlement should be continued for a further 
period of five years, i.e., from 1235 to 1239 Fasli. 

On July 13th, 1030 Government called upon the Board of Revenue to 
report what progress had been made in this settlement. To this the 
Board replied that they had no means of framing a satisfactory report on 
the subject at that time. Consequently in the cold weather of 1830 31 
some members of the Board \vere deputed to make a tour through the 
provinces and their proceedings are recorded as the proceedings of the 
Sudder Board of Revenue on deputation. The result of the local enquiry 
showed that very little progress had been made. 

Government then suggested that the existing engagements should be 
renewed on a summary revision at a enhanced jama for periods of 
from 15 to 20 years and that during this period the detailed survey 
should continue, so that at the end of the period a sottleincnt could he 
made on more accurate data. In reply the Board said, on May the 25th, 

1831, that it was necessary to curtail the voluminous records that the 
Collector engaged in settlement had to prepare. The account ” they 
wrote “ for a village of only moderate dimensions we have reason to 
believe will fill paper that binds into a thick quarto volume.'^ 

Meanwhile the opinions of the various Collectors were taken as to 
the best method of expediting the settlement. When the replies of the 
District Ofiicers had been received the Governor General recorded a 
minute, dated the 20th January, 1832, in the course of which he remarked 
“ it thus appears to be the general opinion that the minute lesearehes 
wliich have been hitherto made can lead to no practical useful results." 

In September, 1832, the Governor General, Lord William Bcritinck, 
wrote another long minute setting forth his views as to the manner in 
which the settlement should be conducted. The minute of January 20th, 

1832, and that of September the 26tb, 1832, are printed in full in the 
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volume entitled “Selections from Revenue Records N.-W. P., A. D. 1822 
to 1833.” 

On January the 2l3t, 22nd, 23rd, 1833, a conference was held at 
Allahabad which led to the passing of Regulation IX of 1833. 

This regulation forms the basis of all modern settlements. The 
fundamental difference between this and Regulation VII of 1822 was 
that while the latter directed settlements to be based on the amount of 
the produce of the land, Regulation IX of 1833 based it on the amount of 
rent paid to the landholders. When Regulation VII of 1822 was passed 
the idea was that the landholder should receive as his share of the rent 
20 per cent, of the revenue paid by him. After the passing of Regulation 
IX of 1833, the Government revenue was fixed at 6G per cent, of the 
rental assets. Later this was reduced to 50 per cent. 

The settlements made under Regulation IX of 1833 were declared to 
have effect for 30 years in 1843. 


CHAPTER HI. 

OUTLINE OF THE HISTORY OF THE CUSTOMS ADMINISTRATION IN 
THE PROVINCES OF AGRA AND BENARES UNDER THE COMPANY. 

Under the native administration rahdari or transit duties’ were 
levied on all merchandise that passed through the ceuntry, and all goods 
sold in bazars and ganjes had to pay duty. 

The rahdari was in the nature of a toll, a certain rate being leviable 
at each toll barrier per ox load, cart load, etc., without reference to the 
value of the goods. Toll barriers were erected at certain intervals along 
the main lines of traffic at each of which toll was levied, so that the fur¬ 
ther a consignment travelled the more of these duties it had to pay. 
The duty levied in each case w^as very small, being a few cowries on a 
bullock load. But as this toll was demanded at distances often less than 
a mile apart the total sum paid was considerable. 

According to a report submitted to Jonathan Duncan, Resident at 
Benares, grain sent from Narwan to Benares, a distance of 20 miles—had 
to pay transit duties 22 times, nor did these levies end the exactions to 
which it was subjected ; when the grain arrived at Benares it had to pay 
a duty about six times as heavy as any of the tolls already paid. In 
addition to this, six chataks per maund were appropriated by the Raja 
and one seer eight chataks wont to charity. 

This system of taxation did not appeal to the Company and in 1781 it 
induced the Raja of Benares to abolish it and to levy in its place an ad 
valorem duty of 5 per cent, on all merchandise purchased in the state or 
that passed thraugh it. This change in policy entailed considerable 
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increase in the taxation on loads of valuable articles. The exporters of 
raw silk and piece goods in particular suffered by this change which 
resulted in great falling off of their trade. In consequence in 1782 the 
duty was reduced from 5 per cent, to 2J per cent. In order to collect 
this duty custom houses were instituted at Benares and Mirzapur. 

Immediately on assuming the administration of the Ceded Provinces, 
the British Government ordered an enquiry into the working of the 
system of levying transit duty then in force. Every Collector reported 
unfavourably upon it. This led to the enactment of Regulation XXXVIII 
of 1803 with the object of relieving the commerce of the provinces from 
the vexatious and oppressive sayar and rahdari duties and of levying 
in their place “ regular and defined customs or duties on the imports and 
exports.” By this regulation an ad valorem duty of 5 per cent, on 
imports and 2J on exports was levied on every article of trade, and 
custom houses were established in every zilla. 

This regulation did not afiect the duties levied on goods sold in 
bazars and ganjes. These were retained until 1805 when they were 
abolished and in their place town duties were imposed on all articles of 
commerce; 4 per cent, ad valorem was the usual rate of town dues. 

In addition to these customs and town duties the Government 
derived considerable^ revenue from salt. Regulation XXXIX of 1803 
reserved to the East India Company the right of importing and selling 
foreign salt and manufacturing and selling salt in the Ceded Provinces. 
This regulation was, however, rescinded by Regulation VI of 1804, under 
which the Company ceased to import, manufacture and sell salt, but 
imposed a duty of 12 annas per rnaund on all salt imported and 4 annas 
per maund on all salt exported. 


The customs regulation of 1803 was in force for only a few months. 
In the following year a regulation was passed (Regulation XI of 
1804) which 

(1) reimposed the transit duties but restricted them to 90 articles, 

which included cotton piece goods, indigo, sugar, tobacco, 
ghee, pepper, spices, hides, leather, soap, charcoal saltpetre, 
shawls, silk, drugs, furniture, blankets, but not grain, bullion, 
jewels or articles of European manufacture; 

(2) established the following custom houses: — 


District, 

Gorakhpur ,, 
Cawnpora . • 
Allahabad ,, 

*• 


Tlace of custom 
house. 

\, Gorakhpur ,, 

• • Cawnpora 

• . Allahabad .« 


Officer in charge. 

Collector of Revenue. 

Special Collector of Custom.*?^. 
Depiity Collector under Col¬ 
lector of Customs. 

Ditto ditto. 


Etawah 


Etawah 
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i)utrict» 

FIclcC of custom 

Officer in charge* 


house. 

Farrukhabad 

.. Farrukhabad 

Special Collector of Govern¬ 



ment Customs. 

Agra • • 

.. Agra 

«. Deputy Collector under 


above. 

Bareilly • • 

•. Bareilly 

,, Collector of Eevonue, 

Moradabad .. 

,. Moradabad.. 

.. Ditto. 

Aligarh 

.. Aligarh 

.. Ditto. 

North Sabaranpur 

., Baharanpur 

'1 Collector of Revenue and his 


j head assistant as Deputy 

I Collector of Government 

j" Customs the latter to reside ' 

{ in the station from which 


South ,, 

.. Meerut 

J the Collector was absent. 

Bundclkhand 

.. Kalpi 

.. Collector of Revenue. 


(This regulation did not affect the Custom Houses at Benares 
and Mirzapur since these were in the Province of Benares 
and the regulation extended only to the Coded and Conquered 
Provinces); 

(3) provided for the establishment of chaukis on the principal roads, 
ghats and stations under orders of the Board of Trade at 
Calcutta subject to the approval of the Governor General 
in Council. 

This regulation further directed that the Collectors of Government 
Customs be subordinate to the Board of Trade, but in 1807 this control 
was transferred to the Board of Commissioners created under Regula¬ 
tion X of that year. 

Regulation XI of 1804 made it the duty of an importer to take out 
a rawana (i.e., a document authorizing him to import or export specified 
articles, which was granted after payment of duty). Duty could be paid 
only at the custom houses. It was the business of the chauki officers to 
detain all articles not accompanied by proper rawanas. 

Goods imported without a raivana or imported in larger quantities 
than that entered in the raivana were liable to confiscation. 

Collectors of Government Customs (who were not also Collectors of 
Revenue) were entitled to 5 per cent, commission on their collections 
and to one-fifth of the value of articles confiscated, the remaining four- 
fifths being divided equally between the Honourable Company and the 
informer or seizer. 

, A Collector of Customs was entitled to a commission of 5 per cent, 
on the town duties collected (2J per cent, if he was also a Collector of 
Revenue). In order to secure as much revenue as possible chaukis were 
. established at considerable distances from the custom houses. This 
meant that the officers at the outlying chaukis were under very loose 
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control and that they could and did commit corrupt practices with com¬ 
paratively little fear of detection. “ From the darogha to the chaprassi/' 
* writes Mr. M. C. Hickie, “ from the wholesale dealer bo the retail trader 
all were leagued in one vast conspiracy against the interests of Govern¬ 
ment.” 

This system further entailed great delays in transit, for the merchant 
had to leave his merchandize at the outpost while he went to the 
custom house to take out a rawana. Hence arose a class of brokers to 
which references are sometimes made in the records who used to bake 
out rawanas for goods likely to be imported, wait with them at the 
outposts and sell them at a profit to incoming merchants. 

The unsatisfactory state of affairs led to the formation in 1808 of a 
Committee of Finance for the revision of the Customs department. As 
the result of its deliberations Regulation IX of 1810 was passed, 
abolishing all the old customs rules, on the ground that they were 
defective, obscure, complex, and that the taxes imposed by them were 
Unequally distributed and harassing in the mode of collection. 

This regulation abolished seven out of the fourteen existing custom 
houses and left the following 


Flaee, 


Officer in charge. 

Agra 

. , 

Collector of Government Customs. 

Mcorut .. 

.. 

.. Deputy under above. 

CawnporQ 


,, Collector of Government Customs. 

Farrukhabad 

.. 

.. Deputy under above. 

Allahabad 

.. 

Ditto. 

Benares 

.. 

.. Collootor of Gevornment Customs. 

Mirzapur 


.. Deputy under above. 


The Deputies were always covenanted civil servants. 

Regulation IX of 1810 further enacted that, to avoid undue hardship, 
no chaukis were to be at a greater distance than four miles from any 
Custom House, except in the case of those at Agra and Meerut or 
“ under any other Collector of Customs for any special reason or purpose 
which shall be reported to the Board of Revenue or Commissioners.” 
These exceptions wore made, in the words of the regulation, “ for the 
security of the public revenue derived from the article of salt in the 
Ceded and Conquered Provinces and for preventing the clandestine 
conveyance of shawls through those provinces to any foreign territory.’^ 

In 1812 custom houses were established at Bareilly and Ghazipur. 

In 1813 the custom house at Mirzapur was made the principal 
custom house in the province of Benares and those at Benares and 
Ghazipur made subordinate to it. 
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In 18)4 a custom house vvas established at Saharanpur. 

In 1823 (Regulation V of 1823) five custom houses wore established 
in the Delhi territory at Delhi, Hansi, Hissar, Panipit and Gurgaon.^ 

The efficiency of the Customs department lelt iiuich to be desired 
and in 1826 the Board of Revenue at Allahabad suggested that the 
control of the custom houses in the Weblern Provinces should be trans¬ 
ferred from them to the Board of Customs at Calcutta on the ground that 
“ their time was fully occupied with matters belonging more especially 
to the Revenue department, that by adopting the proposed measure, 
not only would an uniform system of arrangement and management be 
introduced which could not fail to b ' beneficial to the public interest, but 
more attention would be paid to subjects which it now fell within their 
province to discuss without always having leisure or means in their 
power to do them justice.” 

As a result of this, Regulation IV of 1826 was enacted which trans¬ 
ferred fro!n the Board of Revenue to the Board of Customs the control 
of ti e Customs department of the Westei’ii Provinces, excepting cases 
involving penalty for breach of the Customs laws, and these continued 
to go to the Board of Revenue. Meanwhile the Collector of Customs 
at Agra had been pointing out the defective arrargeinent of the chaukis 
under his jurisdiction, and in 1827 his proposals for a double line of 
chaukls —oiie on the Bliartpur, Dholpiir and Gwalior frontier and the 
otJier .'ilong tlio Jiimiia—were brought into effiect. 

When Commissioiu'rs of Revenue and Circuit were appointed by 
Regulation I of 1821) they took over from the Board of Revenue the 
doty of deciding the penalty in cases of breach of the law. 

Regulation I of 1833 retransferred the control of the Customs in the 
Norih-Western Piovinces from the Board of Customs to the Board of 
Revenue at Allahabad. 

Meanwhile Mr. G. Jl. Smith, Deputy Collector of Customs at Meerut, 
had made strong representations la'garding the ‘ utter rottenness ” of the 
existing system of customs administration. The result was that Sir 
Charles (then Mr.) Trevelyan was asked to report on the inland customs 
and town duiies. As the rer.ult of bis report transit duties wore 
abolished in 1833 and in their place a cusioms line was esuiblished 
on the frontier along which duties on imports were levied on, their 
arrival, and a second line was formed, as a check on the first one, along 
the Jumna. Both lines were placed in charge of a single European 
patrol. The old eJumkis were abolished and in their stead new posts 
were established along each line, forming thus a double cordon. The 
new system rendered useless the Custom Houses at Meerut, Bareilly, 
Cawnporc and Farrukhabad, but those were not abolished till 1835. 
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In 1834 Mr. G. H. Smith was appointed Collector of Customs in 
charge of the line from the hills to Muttra. ITis head quarters were at 
Dellii. He had deputies stationed at llodal and Saharanpur. He was 
constaii' ly on tour and of course all confiscations of contraband goods 
were made on the cu.s' of the customs line along the frontier, and the 
cases had lo be sent to the Commissioners of the Agra and Meerut 
divisions for the adjudication of penalties; hence the records of the 
Hodal and .Delhi Custom Houses properly 1 eiong to these provinces and 
notto tie Punjab Mr. Smith was sometimes called Collector of 
Government Customs and at ot hers Commissioner of Government Customs. 
In tlie same- year I\Tr. illurit was appointed Collector of Government 
Custcuns at Agra to superintend the patrol and preventive establishment 
oil that part of .he customs line south of Muttra with the object of sup¬ 
pressing the o.xteiisivc system of smuggling that prevailed in the Agra 
district. 

Act XVI of 183G legalized the frontier line which had been estab¬ 
lished two yoa.i's previously and reduced the number of dutiable articles 
to six—salt, sliavvls, cotton pie(a‘S, sugar, tobacco andiron. Other addi¬ 
tions were suI)so(juently made. 

Another gi’cat change; in the system of customs administration was 
nuido by Act XIV of 1843. This Act. which exempted every article from 
duty exeq^t salt, sugar and ('otton, wa,s passcul at the instance of Mr. 
SiniLli, Commissioner of Government (histoms, who had foi- some time 
maintained (hat if tlie tax on salt were enhanced and pioperly collected 
it woiild yi( Id a!I the revenue required. Sugar and cotton were retained 
on the tai ifi'as a, prea-au t ionai-y measure. The salt duty amounted to 
Its. 2 per mauud (Ui salt imported and an extra Ivo. 1 per rnannd on salt 
transmitted east of Allahahad. 

The Act abolished the double line of chauh.8 and concentrated the 
whole cusioms esiablishmciit along a single frontier cordon. Assistant 
patrols were appointed. The line was divided into beats. Goods could 
only be pa se 1 at the open cJuiukis; between these some close, or pre- 
vi*nti\ (*, chanl'is were o.stahlishcd and thus a complete cordon was pre- 
st'rv^ed. 

Act XIV of 1843 did not itself lay down the location of the • 
custom houses but merely empowered the Local Government to issue 
rules doiei'inining t,he places and metbo'l of collecting duties. Such rules 
w published in the Government of Agra Gazette of 15th February, 
1844. They ordered “that (uistorn houses for entering the exports and 
im 2 K)rts and lor receiving the duties aiitlmrizcd by tla; Act shall be 
established at 85irsa, Hansi, Delhi, Karnal Hurul, Agra, Kalpi, Rajapur, 
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Allahabad and Mirzapur, tlu' first six forming the first or Delhi division 
of customs and the last four the second or ]\Iir 2 apur divisions of 
customs.” 

Two Collectors (or Coimnissioners) of customs were appointed one for 
each division—each of the other custom houses was placed in charge of a 
Deputy Collector. 

These Commissioners or Collectors of Government Customs relieved 
the Commissioners of Dcvenue of the greater part ef their ou itoins duties. 
At first there was some (dash of authority between the Commissioners of 
Customs and the Commisdoner of Revenue. As a result of this the 
Commissioner of Government customs m;ide a reference to Govm nraent 
which elicited a reply, dated the 22nd Maiv.h, 1843, saying “ In the JdLon’ble 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s opinion the jurisdiction of the Commissioner 
(of Revenue) extends only to passing judgirumt upon cases of si iziux', and 
thest' officers liave no powi'r of general control over the subordinate 
authorities in the Customs (h^pnrtment. ” 

In 1855 the direction of the salt line (as it came to be called) was 
changed in order to include Saiigor, the Nerbudda territory and Eastern 
Bundelkhand, and fresh cnistom houses were established at Jhansi, 
Saugor and Hoshangabad.* 


* CHAPTER IV. 

BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE PEE MUTINY RECORDS RELATING TO THE 

UNITED PROVINCES IN RECORD ROOMS IN INDIA, OUTSIDE 
THE UNITED PROVINCES 

As all the pre-mutiny records in th(^ 8ecre(ari:it of the United 
Provinces Government have b(^en destroyed, as the customs records in the 
record room of the Board of Revenue at Allahabad are very mengre and 
as records of most of the Collectors record rooms in the’United Provinces 
have been entirely or p;irtially destroyed those peo])!e whu are inter¬ 
ested in the administrative history of the Uni ed Provinces under the 
Company are likely to hav(; recourse to record rooms outside the province. 
It is for this reason that brief accounts follow ol such of the documents 
in those record rooms as relate to the United Provinces. 

For further details regarding these the reader is referred to the hand 
books dealing with the records of the Government of India and Bengal. 

* Those desiring further details of the History ct the inland custi)ms rt'-venuo arc 
referred to an article by D. Dewar on that, subject which appeared in volume 11, part 
II, and volume III, Part I of the Journal of the United rovi?icea Historh al Society, also to 
the historical note on the arrangements mode under British rule for the production 
and taxation of salt in Bengal Presidency in the Salt Manual. That note gives rotorcuoo 
to previous works on the subject. 
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I—Records relating to the United Provinces in the Imperial Record 
Department, Calcutta. 

There is in the Imperial Record Room at Caleutta a large number 
of records appertaining to the United Province's. 

When the Government of Bengal was separated from the Government 
of India in April 1848, most of the judicial and revenue records were 
transferred to the Government of Bengal and these contain a large number 
of documents appertaining to the United Provinces which are described 
in part II of this chapter. 


Of the records that arc now in the Imperial Record Room the follow¬ 
ing include correspondence relating to the United Provinces, mixed up 
with other correspondeiico 

(1) Sccrt't and Separata Prooecdings .. .. 17^‘2-1811 

(2) Boevet and Separate Consultations .. .. .. 1782-1811 

(3) Poll1 10 : 1 1 Procoodings .. .. .. •• l7i!0*J859 

(4) Political GonsnltaLions .. .. •• •• 1790-1850 

(5) Foreign Proccoflings .. .. .. •• 1784-1842 

(6) Foreign Original Consult,!tions .. .. .. 1781-1842 

(7) Foreign Diaries of licttors Issued .. 1784-1785, 1811, 1819-1859 

(8) Foreign. Diaries of Lett<.‘fs Mfceived .. .. .. 1819-1859 

(9) Agra ]0'oe(.'edings .. .. .. •• J834-J8-)9 

(10) North-Western Provinces Original ConsulfcationB .. .. 1840-1858 

(11) North-WosI!'rn Provinces .Proceedings .. .. 3842-1893 

(13) Oudh Proceedings .. .. .. ..1849 to 1893 

(13) Miscellaneous I’^.^reign Records .. .. .. 1702-1857 

(14) Becr('l-Pcocoedings .. .. .. •• I7b9)-I859 

(15) Pnblie J^roceodings .. .. •• iel9-.I85B 

( 10 ) Bejiarati' Revenue Proceedings .. .. .. 1790-1850 

There are also tlie following records relating exclusively to the United 
Provinces 


1784-1843 
1783-1843 
1, 18lf;.1859 
1819-1859 


1849 to 1893 
1702-1857 


1749-1858 

1700-1850 


hisivoly to the United 


Home department-^ 

(1) NonL-We;;t('rn Provinces political, judicial and educational 

abstracts of proceedings and narratives, 1835 to 1861, 28 
volumes. 

(2) North-Western Provinces and Oudli, genera), educational, 

medical, judicial (civil and criminal) financial, police and 
revenue proceedings from 1(S5C. 

Foreign department {miscellaneous )— 

(i) Abstract of political intercourse between the British Govern¬ 
ment and Oudh, 1764-1836 (1 volume). 

(ii) Letters written to the Resident at Lucknow, 1786-98 (2 

volumes), 1824 33 (5 volumes). 

(iii) Letters to and from the Ageat to the Governor General at 

Benares, 1798-1810, 1830-02 (1 volume). 
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(iv) Letterf? from the Resident nt Delhi, 1810—14, 1830—3 (12 

volumes), 

(v) Correspondence on Lucknow and Oudh affairs, 1830 — 01. 

(vi) General Report on the Administration of Oudh, 1859 (1 

volume). 

(vii) North-Western Provinces Narratives, Abstracts of Proceed¬ 
ing, 1834—93. 

(viii) North-Western Provinces Original Consultations, 1840—58 (3 
bundles). 

(ix) Oudh Abstracts of Proceedings, 1856—71. 

Separate Revenue department — 

(1) North-Western Provinces Abstracts of Proceedings and Nar¬ 

ratives, 1835—60. 

(2) Custom’s Proceedings of the Board of Commissioners in the 

Ceded and Conquered Provinces, September, 1807, to Decem¬ 
ber, 1821. 

(3) Custom’s Proceedings of tlie Board of Revenue, Western 

Provinces, 1822—25. 

(4) Ceded and Conquered Provinces Original Consultations, 

1803.05. 

(5) North-Western Provinces Books of Establishment from 1841 

oiiw^irds. 

The Governor General in Council conducted business in the following 
manner. Oo days when the Council sat letters received were put up 
before the Council, read and discussed and it was ordered that such and 
such a reply should be sent. 

The original letters received and drafts of letters issued, when 
recorded, are styled “ Original Consultations.” These are now kept tied 
up in bundles 

After the Council had finished its meeting what is known as a body 
sheet was prepared. This was a list of papers submitted to the Council, 
and sometimes the minutes, orders and resolutions of the Council were 
entered in the body sheet which forms the basis from which the proceed¬ 
ings were compiled. 

All the work done by the Council was recorded in a register called a 
proceeding volume. In this register each meeting is described as a con- 
sultation and the doings of the Council are set-forth in the following 
form :— 

‘‘ Fort William. At a meeting of the Council held on. 
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Present : 

{Here follow the names of the members who attended with a note 
about absent members.) 

Read the following letter from (here follows name and office of the 
sender together with the full copy of the letter.) 

Resolved that the following reply be sent (here follows the full text 
of the reply). 

At one consultation or sitting a number of letters were considered. 

Each letter issue^l and received is given a number in the proceedings 
register. A fresh series of numbers is given for each consultation and 
the number given to each letter is termed in the index volume to the 
proceedings “ Consultation no. ” and this probably explains v. hy an 
original letter is called an original consultation both in the Imperial 
Record department and the record room of the Government of Bengal. 

The proceedings are a narrative .account of the various consultations 
entered in a register The proceedings volumes do not nlways contain 
copies of cnciosures, and, as the.se are oftim the most important part of tlio 
communication, the student cannot affiord to dispense with the original 
consultations, where they exist. When he wishes to study the records 
for any year (d* which both proceedings and original consultations exist 
ho should consult both the proceedings and the original consultations. 
The proceedings being in bound volumes are more eonvenieiit to handle 
and it will be necessary lo refer to tlu* original consultations only 
when enclosures to letters are not reproduced in the procealings. 

Each day’s proceedings are signed by the members present at the 
meeting. 

The classification of the correspondence of the Foreign Department 
under the three heads. Secret, Political and Foreign is according to the 
subject dealt with in each branch, e.g. SocTet contains correspitndence 
relating to wars, treaties, missions, etc.; Political contains correspondence 
of a political nature with Indian states; Foreign contains transactions 
with Foreign powers. There has however been some confusion in classi¬ 
fying J^olilical and Secret documents, and it may be necessary in order to 
find a document to look through both these heads. 

As has already been stated, the majority of the Judicial and Revenue 
Proceedings and Consultations are in the Record Room of Bengal. The 
Proceedings and Consultations of the Government of India are in the 
Imperial Record Room. 

Seeing that scarcely any pre-mutiny records exist in the Secretariat 
of the Government of the United Provinces it is not necessary to dilate 
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Upon the importance of the documents relating to the United Provinces 
at Calcutta. 

Practically the whole of the correspondence of the Hon. Henry 
Wellesley and his Board of Commissioners with the Governor General in 
Council exists at Fort William. 

As all the records at Delhi and Lucknow have disappeared the 
volumes of corrospondenco with the Residents at those cities which 
exist at Fort William are of great value to the histoi ian. 

Among other papers of considerable interest to the United Provinces 
are :— 

(1) The original correspondence with the Collectors of the Ceded 

Provinces in 1803 and 1805. 

(2) The Customs proceedings of the Board of Commissioners in the 

Ceded Provinces 1807 to 1821. 

(3) The Customs Proceedings of the Board of Revenue in the 

Western Provinces 1822-25. 

These are all lacking at Allahabad. 

There exist in the re cord room (recently transferred from the office 
of the Inspector General of Registiation, Bengal) 13 volumes of old 
registers containing docunumts registered between the years 1780and 1834, 
with two volumes of indices. It is possible that some of these docaments 
appertain to the United ProviiKu .s. There are in the offi -e of the Adminis¬ 
trator General and Official Trustee of Bengal original grants of probate 
and letters of administrtition. 

There are in the Ile'''ord Room of the High Court of Fort William 
indices of grants of probate or administration from 1757 ornvards. It is 
not unlikely that the Wills of which probate was taken are in the Record 
Room of the High Court. 


II—.Records relating to the United Provinces in the Record Room 
of the Government of Bengal in Writers’ Building, Calcutta. 

A large number of the records appertaining to the United Provinces 
exists in the Secretariat of the Government of Bengal. 

The earlier revenue and judicial records of the Government of India 
are in the custody of the Bengal Government. Those records include 
those relating to the Agra Presidency. They are of two kinds. 

(1) Records of the Government, (2) Records of their subordinate 
Boards. 
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1. Records of the Government of India. 

These are mainly of two descriptions : — 

(a) Original consultations —Consisting of the original letters 
rece’.ved, the orders passed thereon and the drafts or copies of 
the replies therclo relating to the Governor General in Council, 
Revenue and Judicial departments. 

{h) Proceedings. —These are copies of the original consultations 
made in folio registers. 

The Councils or other Boards met on certain dates and proceeded to 
transact business. The domiments that came up before the ( ounciJs were 
considered in Consultation or in Council and orders were passed cm them. 
They Avere numbered iu the order in which they were cobsidered by the 
Council or Board. These documents arc now called original consultations 
and, as stated above, bear separate numbers. They were identified by 
numbers, the result being that when a copy was made of the transactions 
of the Council the numbers as well as the letters were copied. The 
volumes styled proceedings are simply copies of the original documents 
and of the orders passed on them. They were made at the time when the 
councils were held and are bound up in folio volumes, d'ho original 
documents, called original consultations, are each kept stitched in thin 
(;ard-board covers on the out side of Avhich the number of the proceeding 
and the date of the consultation or meeting are recorded. 

The original letters and copies have been carefully preserved and 
made up into scries—Revenue, Judicial —Civil, Judicial —Criminal, etc. 
Each s( rie.s is arranged according to tlie serial numbers given at each 
day’s meeting (which was commonly called a consultation or proceed¬ 
ing) without reference to the office or dh trict from which they issued, so 
that tiie first letter of the series ma}^ be 1‘rom the Judge and Magistrate 
of Mir/^apui', the second from tlie Judge and Magistrate of Bardwan and 
the third from the Superintendent of Police, Copper Provinces. 

The Records of the Government of India in this record room which 
appertain to the United Pioviuces consist of :— 

(1) The correspondence that passed between Government and the 
following : — 

(a) The Court of Directors, 1776—34. 

(b) The Board of Commissioners in the Ceded and Conquered 

Provinces, 1808—22. 

(c) The Board of Revenue, Western Provinces, 1823—34. 

(d) The Commissioners of Biindelkhand, 1804-06. 

{e) The Superintendent of Police, Western Provinces, 1810'-»29. 
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(f) The Hon. Henry Wellesley and his board of commissioners 

in the ceded Provinces, 1802—03. 

(g) Judges, Magistrates, Collectors, Residents, Agents to the Gover¬ 

nor General, Commercial Residents, Commissioners of 

Revenue and Circuit, etc. 

(2) Draft Regulations and Acts passed in the Judicial and Revenue 

Departments. 

(3) Some original letters and copies relating to the Judicial depart¬ 

ment, Civil and Criminal, from Judges, Magistrates, etc., kept 
separately. 

(4) Copies of letters to Government from various officials. 

(5) Copies of letters to the Nizamat Adalat from various officials. 

(Thest^ copies (4) and (5) are mostly of documents prior to 1804 

and many of them are copied on paper bearing water marks 
1816, 1818 and 1819. It is not known for what purpose these 
copies were made). 

(6) A number of miscellaneous papers of the Revenue and Judioial 

departments known as unrecorded papers. 

(7) Copies of some letters addressed by the Government of India to 

the Government of Agra, 1836—40. 

(8) Agra Annual Account Current from 1835—6 to 1854—55. 

There are what is known as Index Volumes to the Proceedings. 

In these; brief abstracts of letters are’given, classified under heads 
according to the subjects dealt with, e.g. mint, sayar, grain, Judicial-Civil, 
Judicial-Criminal, Miscellaneous, etc., and are further sub-divided accord¬ 
ing to officers corresponded with. Within those sub-heads the subjects are 
entered chronologically acc.ording to the dates of consultation or meetings. 
Usually there is a separate index volume for each year but in some 
cases there are monthly indices to the proceedings of the Hoard of 
Revenue and Trade. Tims it is evident that, if the date or approximate 
date and subject of a letter bo known, that letter can be found out in a 
few minutes 

The records are complete except so far as they have been lost or 
destroyed by insects, etc. 

2 .—Records of the Subordinate Boards. 

These records, as in the case of the Government of India records, 
consist of correspondence (Original Consultations) and proceedings. The 
remarks made above regarding these apply to the records of the various 
boards. There are index volumes to the proceedings. 

6 
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These records consist of : — 

(a) Proceedings of the Committee of Revenue, 1781. It is possi 
that there may be some reference to Benares in these proceog 
ings. f 

(h) Original Consultations of the Board of Revenue at Fort Williar 
from JiUK' J786 onwards. 

(c) Procecalings of the Board of Revenue at Fort William from June 

17cSG onwards. 

Until 1810, the Province of Benares was under this Board. 

The only records of this Board Avhich are at Allahabad are those 
of the period 1803—07 relating to the Ceded and Conquered 
Provincrs, including Cuttack (Series I of the Board’s Proceed¬ 
ings at Allahabad). 

(d) C OT)ies of some ol' the correspondence between the Governor 

(fenoral in Council and the Hon. ITenvy Wellesley and his 
" Boaid of' ('omnii.ssioriei’S in the Ceded Provinces, 1802—03. 

( c) Original Consultations of the Board ol P.evenne of the Ceded and 
,, Compiered Provinc(^s. including Cuttack, 1803—09, 

(f) Proceedings of the fd)ove, .1803—09. 

(a) Copies of the Prex^eedings of tin* Comraissioners of Behar and 
Benares, 1810-22. 

(h,) Copies of the Proceedings of the* Board of Revemue, Contra! 
Pruvinces, 1822—29. 

Tlie origin;il proce(*ding.s oi' {[/) and {//) art* in the record room 
ol the Board of Reverme at Allahabad and form series III 
and IV of the Board's pi’oceedings at Allahabad. 

(ij Original Consultations of the. Sudder Board of Revenue at 
Fort William, 1829—32. 

(j) Proceedings of the Hudder Board of Revenue at Fort William, 

1829—32. 

From the 4th February, 1829, to July 30tlg 1830, there is a 
hiatus in tlie rc^cojd room of the Board of Revenue at Allaha¬ 
bad and these consultations and proceedings supply the gap. 
Much of the work of the Board of Revenue was underlaken 
by the Commissioners of Povenue and CircuiTj fj-om March 
1829 onwards. These corresponded, until July 30th, 1830, with 
tlie Sudder Board of Revenue at Fort William. In July 1830 
some members of the Sudder Board of Revenue at Fort 
AVilliam were placed on deputation in the Upper Provinces. 
The proceedings of that part of the Board are at Allahabad. 
From January, 1832, a separate Sudder Board of Revenue 
for the North Western Provinces was constituted, and from 
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that date the Sadder Board Revenue at Fort William ceased to 
have any connection with the North-Wostc?rn Provinces. 

(k) Original Consultations of the Board of Trade, 1804—07. 

(l) Proceedings of the Board of Trade, 1804—07. 

Regulation IX of 1804 placed the Collectors of Government 
Customs under the Board of Trade. This control was trans¬ 
ferred to the Board of Commission(;rs in the Ceded Provinces 
in 1807. Hence, the only period during which the Board of 
Trade had direct communication with the Province ol Agra 
is the period 1804 to 1807. 

(m) Original Consultations of the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, 

1826—38. 

(n) Proceedings of the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, 1826—33. 
Regulation IV of 182G transferred from the Board of Revenue to the 

Board of Customs, Salt and Opium the control of the Customs 
Department of the. Western Provinces, excepting cases involving penalty 
for breach of the Customs laws which contimu'd to go to the Board 
of Revenue. 

Regulation I of 1833 retransferred the control of the Customs 
department to the Boai d of Revenue at Allahabad. 

Thus it is that the records of the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium 
for the period 1826—32 contain correspondciu^e relating to tljo United 
Provinces. 


Ill—Records relating to the United Provinces in the Record Room 
of the High Court of Judicature at Fort William. 

There is a large number of pre-Mutiuy records appertaining to the 
United Provinces in the record room of the High Court at Calcutta. 

These have hitherto been kept folded in four and tied up in bundles. 
They are now being opened out and arranged. 

The pratice used to be to fold each letter in four and record, on the 
back when this was blank or when the back was not blank on a se]:>arato 
piece of paper, the following particulars :— 

Nizamut or Dewanny. Year. Adawliit 

Person from whom received or to whom sent. 

Date. 

Proceeding Date. 

Number. 

Nature oi' contents. 

The Suddor Nizamut and Dewanny Adawlut used to maintain registers 
in which brief summaries of each letter received and issued were entered. 
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Two registers were maiiitaiued for each year, one for correspondence on 
the Nizamut and the other for correspondence on the Dewaiiny side. 

Each entry in the register gives the following information :— 

(1) Brief summary of the contents of the fetter. 

(2) Date of letter. 

(3) Date of proceeding. 

(4) Serial no. of letter in proceeding. 

To the correspondence dealt with in the consultation or proceedings of 
each date a separate scries of numbers is given. Thus, if on the 7th of 
January, 1810, the Court read a letter with enclosure from the Judge and 
Magistrate of Jaunpur and ordered a reply lo be sent, the three letters, 
the Judge’s letter, its enclosure and the reply, would have endorsed on 
the hack respectively :— 

Proceeding— 

I 7-1-1810. 

1 . 

Proceeding— 

7-1-1810. 

11 . 

Proceeding — 

7-1 1810. 

HI. 

Any further letters dealt with on that dale would be nos. 4, 5, etc. 

These registers of proceedings date from 1793, but some of the 
Volumes appear to he missing. 

Until all the correspondence has I ecu opened out and arranged it is 
not possible to say how much there is appertaining to the United Provin¬ 
ces. But, as there has been no weeding, there must be several thousands 
of such letters in the record room, notwithstanding the ravages of 
white ants, damp, etc. On the criminal side correspondence exists with 
the Judges and Magistrates of all the zillas of the Province of Agra from 
1795 onwards, with the Benares and Bareilly Courts of Circuit from 
the same date, with the Superintendent of Police for the Upper Pro¬ 
vinces from 1810, and with the Government and the Civil Auditor. In 
,Jdition to these there is a large number of circulars on criminal 
subjects.On the civil side there is similar correspondence with the 
Judges, the Benares and Bareilly Courts of Appeal, the Secretary to 
Government and the Civil Auditor, also circulars.* 

As comparatively few judicial records are to be found in Commis- 
siners’ and District Offices in the United Provinces, and as none exist 


As regards wills, vide page 23. 
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in the record rooms of the High Court, North-Weskrn Provinces or of 
the District and Sessions Judges of the Province, the pre-Mutiny records 
in the record room of the High Court at Fort William are valuable, and, 
after they have been properly sorted and arranged, it should be fairly 
easy to trace any record (of which the date is approximately known) by 
means of the registers of proceedings. 


IV.—Records relating to the United Provinces in the Office of the 
Superintendent, Map Publication, Survey of India, Calcutta. 

The revenue surveys in the United Provinces began in 1823 for pur¬ 
poses of land revenue settlement. Revenue survey was divided into two 
parts—scientific and native. Scientific survey laid down, on a scale of 
4 inches to the mile, the village boundaries and main geographical features 
of the country. Native survey consisted of a rough plan of the village 
and the fields called a Shujreh, and a list of the fields with their measure¬ 
ment, called a Khasra. As a result of a conference at Allahabad in 1834 
surveys were speeded up in order to accelerate the settlement. The name 
of the revenue surveyors in the United Provinces prior to 1857 were 
Brown, Simmonds, Oliver, Wroughton, Fordyce, Fraser, Lawrence, Abbott, 
Stephen, Birnie Bedford and Maxwell. The records of the Board ot 
Revenue at Allahabad contain correspondence with the Surveyor General 
and Deputy Surveyor General and revenue surveyors and there are a lew^ 
survey records in some of the district offices, particularly at Mirzapur. 
The bulk of the correspondence of the revenue surveys in the United 
Provinces is to be found in the office of the Superintendent of Map Pub¬ 
lication. There are in this office 22 volumes of correspondence between 
the various Revenue Surveyors and the Deputy Surveyor General. The 
correspondence includes a few letters from the Surveyor General, some 
of which are signed h^ Colonel Everest. This record room also contains 
two printed volumes of revenue survey reports of the period 1851 to 1863. 



CHAPTER V. 

A LIST OF THE ENOLISH PRE MUTINY RECIORDS IN THE RECORD 
ROOMS OF THE SECRETARIAT, BOARD OF REVENUE, COMMIS¬ 
SIONERS, DISTRICT OFFICERS, AND IN THE FORTRESS OF 
CHUNAR. 

SECRETARIAT. 

15 volumes of pre*Miitiuy correspondence. 

6 volumes of correspondence relating to the Mutiny. 

BOARD OF REVENUE. 

1136 folio volumes of proceedings, 1803 to 1855. 

34 folio volumes of abstracts of proceedings, 1854 to 1867. 

118 folio volumes of indices to proceedings. 

11 volumes of abstracts of lettcis issued, 1818 — 29. 

4 volumes of abstracts of letters issued and received, 1831*32. 

36 volumes of abstracts of letters received, 1832—57. 

33 volumes of abstracts of letters issued, 1832 — 57. 

7 volumes of printed indices, 

3 volumes of correspondence, 1801 to 1820. 

1 volume of copies of minutes and notes, 1855 to 1859, 

1 volume of printed circulars, 1854 to 1856 

11 volumes of correspondence of the Mofassil Special Commissioners, 
1821 to 1829. 

3 volumes of judgments of the Mofassil Spe(‘ial Commissioners, 
1821 to 1829. 

2 volumes of abstract statements of cases decided by of the Mofassil 
Special Commissioners, 1821 to 1829. 

2 volumes of orders and precepts *of Sudder Special Commissioners. 

9 volumes of customs correspondence. 

9 volumes of files relating to Oudh. 

1 volume of abstracts of proceedings of the Chief Commissioner of, 
Oudh, 1856. 

COMMISSIONERS^ OFFICES, 

Agra juvision. 

30 volumes of correspondence of a general nature. 

2 bundles of correspondence relating to the Agra district. 

56 volumes of correspondence relating to the Agra district. 

35 volumes of correspondence relating to the Mainpuri district, 

8 volumes of correspondence relating to the Etah district. 
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1 bundle of correspondence relating to the Muttra district. 

25 volumes of correspondence, relating to the Muttra district. 

1 bundle of correspondence relating to the Etavvah district. 

46 volumes of correspondence relating to the Etawah district. 

38 volumes of correspondence relating to the Farrukhabad district. 
35 volumes of customs correspondence. 

Allahauai^ division. 

41 volumes of miscellaneous revenue records. 

265 bundles of revenue files and correspondence. 

6 liundles of judicial files and correspondence. 

24 biindle.s containing classified lists of correspondence, 

Jhansi division. 

92 volumes of files. - 
72 volumes of correspondence, 

Benares division. 

(a) Agent of the Governor General-^ 

133 volumes of correspondence of the Agent to the Governor General, 
1795—1859, 

15 volumes of correspondence of the Deputy Superintendent of the 
Family Domains of the Maharaja of Benares. 

(b) Resident’— 

94 volumes of correspondence of the Resident, 1776 to 1795. 

88 volumes of proceedings of the Resident, 1787 to 1795. 

12 volumes of copies of correspondence of the Resident, 1781 to 1795. 

2 volumes of revenue account books, 1776 to 1787. 

3 volumes of indices to proceedings of the Resident. 

\ 

1 volume containing extracts from proceedings of the Resident. 

12 volumes of settlement registers. 

(c) Commissioner — 

5 volumes of settlement correspondence. 

21 volumes of village statements. 

21 volumes of village maps. 

26 volumes of settlement registers. 

12 volumes of miscellaneous registers. 

33 volumes of miscellaneous revenue records, 1796—1848, 

1 volume of miscellaneous judicial records,. 1819 to 1823. 

131 volumes of revenue files appertaining to the Benares district. 

112 volumes of revenue files appertaining to the Ghazipur district. 

2 volumes of judicial files appertaining to the Ghazipur district. 
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72 volumes of revenue files appertaining to the Jaunpur district. 

2 volumes of judicial files appertaininjr to the Jaunpur district. 

29 volumes of general revenue files. 

8 volumes of general judicial files. 

181 volumes of lists and abstracts of letters issued and received. 

5 volumes of lists of files. 

Gorakhpur division. 

67 volumes of revenue files appertaining to the Azamgarh district. 

1 volume of judicial files appertaining to the Azamgarh district. 
130 volumes of revenue files appertaining to the Gorakhpur district. 

2 volumes of judicial files appertaining to the Gorakhpur district. 

Kumaun division. 

113 volumcvS of miscellaneous letters received. 

7 volumes of,political letters received. 

3 volumes of letters received relating to settlement. 

24 volumes of revenue letters issued. 

21 volumes of judicial letters issued. 

6 volumes of political letters issued. 

4 volumes of letters issued regarding settlement. 

18 volumes of indices and diary lists. 

Meerut division. 

17 volumes of revenue correspondence. 

7 volumes of customs correspondence. 

1 volume of judicial correspondence. 

Rouilkhand division. 

4 volumes of revenue and customs records, 

DISTRICT OFFICES. 

Agra, Collector’s office, 

1 bill book for the period 1853—63. 

1 register of political and charitable pensions. 

1 volume of files relating to the Taj and other public buildings at 

Agra. 

Settlement registers. 

Aligarh, Collector’s office, 

1 volume of copies of revenue correspondence. 
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ALMoJiA, Deputv Cdmmissioxek’s office. 

4 volumes of let.tors received, 1830—57. 

I volume of files. 

8 registers of jibstracts of letters received and issued, 1842—57. 
Banda, Collector’s office. 

76 volumes of files. 

2 volumes of letters issued, 1835 — 51. 

5 volumes of abstracts of letters issmal, 1813—31. 

5 volumes of index registers. 

Bakfjtxy, Collector’s office, 

4 copies of pargana books. 

B.'STI, CoLLECTolfs OFFICE. 

82 volumes of settlement registers, 1830 —36. 

Benares, Coli.ectoh s office. 

28 volumes of revenue correspondence, 1795—1858. 

II volumes of judicmil correspondencix 1796—1858. 

1 volume of ediicatioual correspondence, 1843—50. 

45 volumes ol' files. 

Bijnor, Collector’s office. 

One volume (lontainiug tliu J^evenue Administration report’, 1855- 
56. 

Deiira Dun, Office of Superintendent. 

32 volumes of letters received. 

45 volumes of letti'rs is.sued. 

28 volumes of files. 

1 volume of eorrespondence n'garding the Mutiny. 

1 regi.ster of I\iussoorie and Lari laur ostalA s, 

1 bundle of fiUiS, etc., relating to Mussoorie, Itajpiir, and Lnu'laur. 
Etawah, Coli ector’s office. 

3 volumes of revenue files. 

1 volume of judicial files. 

1 volume of miscellaneous revenue papers, 

Fateupuk, Collector’s oi fice. 

1 volume of files. 
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Garhwal, Deputy Commissioner’s office. 

18 volumes of judicial and revenue records. 

4 volumes of indices. 

1 volume containing printed list of records. 

G11A z I PUR, Col j.ectoR’ s off ice. 

143 volumes of revenue correspondence, 1802 — 55. 

72 volumes of revenue and settlement registers, etc. 

124 /ollimes of settlement records. 

25 volumes of abstracts of coirespondence for the years 18f6 and 
,1857. 

Gorakhpur, ( 5 hj.ector’s office. 

151 vohmiea of revduie correspondence, 1801-'57.. 

32 volumes of judicial corres])ondence, 1806 — 57. 

13 misoellancous j-evenue registers. 

IlAMiRi’UR, Collector’s office. 

One volume of files. 

J AUNPUR, CoLI.ECTOR’S OFFICE. 

7 volumes of revenue correspoiKleiu'e, minutes, etc. 

.111 AN SI, Col.LECTOR’s (»FFlCE. 

3 volumes of files 

Main PURL Collector’s office. 

1 volume of correspondence relating to the Mutiny. 

M EE HUT, Collector’s ofitce. 

70 volumes of revenue corr(;ppo;i(ience. 

15 volumes of judicial correSpoiidenete 

14 volumes of index registers of letters received, 1805—57. 

Mirzaitr, Collector’s office. 

00 volumes of ludieinl correspondence, 1705 —1857. 

25 volumes of mi.scellaiieous correspondence, 1824—57. 

21 volumes of finaneial correspondence, 1705—1857. 

•^<2 volumes of revenue (correspondence, 1820—57. 

3 volumes of files. 

8 volumes of Court of Wards correspondence, 1S30—52. 

105 volumes of settlement registers. 

M OR ADA BAD, CoLl ECTOR’S OFFICE. 

1 bundle of copies of pre-Mutiny records and vernacular khasras 
and maps. 
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Naint Tal, Deputy Commissioner’s office. 

A few pre-Matiijy papers bound up with the later records. 

Saharanpur, CoLLkctor’s office. 

125 volumes of revenue correspondence, 1805—57. 

49 volumes of settlement correspondence and statements, 1819—55. 
68 volumes of judicial correspondence, 1805—58. 

^ CllUNAR FORTRESS. 

10 volumes of general and garrison orders, 1808—15, 

16 volumes of garrison orders, 1824—54. 

2 volumes of Invalid orders, 1825—48. 

13 volumes of General Orders, 1824 — 67. 

6 volumes of letters issued by the Fort Adjutant), 1829—59. 

1 volume of letters issued by the Commanding Officer, Chunar, < 
1853—59. 

12 volumes of letters issued by the Officer in Charge, European 
Invalids, 1817—59. 

2 volumes of letters received by the Officer in Charge, European 
Invalids, 1817—57. 

9 volumes of review rolls, garrison accounts, etc., 1837—58. 

2 volumes of Invalid review and muster rolls and pay abstracts, 
1850-58. 

3 volumes of registers of establishment rolls, 1849—50. 

5 volumes of miscellaneous registers (copies of wills, inscriptions ou 
tomb stones, long rolls, record of succession, elc.). 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE CIVIL SECRETARIAT OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED PROVINCES OF AGRA AND OUDE- 

All the pre*Mutii]y records of the Secretariat perished in a fire. The 
15 volumos of pre-Miitiny records now in the Secretariat record room 
were placed there recently. Tlicy consist of original correspondence of 
the various Boards of the Commissioners and Revenue from 1810 to 1829, 
When the headcpiarters of the Board of Revenue were transferred from 
Agra to Allahabad, the Board seems to have left its origin/d correspond¬ 
ence in the Commissioner’s office at Agra, taking with it to Allahabad 
only its volumes of proceedings in which all correspondence is incorpo* 
rated. When the record room of the Commissioner of Agra was ovcr- 
haided, in 1910, the original correspondence of a general nature of the 
various Boards was removed to the Civil Secretariat. 

2. Tliose prc-Mutiny records have hcen classified as follows :— 

(tt) CoiT('spondonce of a general nature (i.e., iiDt relating to 
particular districts) between Government and the Board of 
Commissioners or tlie Board of Revenue. 

(b) Correspondence of a gencjal nature between the Board of 

Coinrnishioners or the Board of Revenue and officers other 
than the Secretary to Government. 

(c) I\Iiiiu!es of various embers of the Board of Commissioners 

(ir (lie Board of Revenue. 
o (o/i (lorn sj);)nd( no(' witli Government.: — 

tScria.-; /,—J^cM(‘Ts trom Government to ilui Board, LSlO to 
1829, 7 volumes. 

II .— Letters from the Board to Government, I8l2 to 
1829, 4 volniiies. There aro no lelLers of the 
3 'ear l82d in this series. 

ih) Cor I es])ond('ne*e with officials other than tlie Secretary to 
Go\ ernmciit :— 

/.—■ Let t ers rec:eived by tl c Board of Ceamnissioners or 
BM.ard oi licvcnne, 1812 to 1<S29, 2 volumes. 
8<;ryV-s //.—Letters is.sued by the iaiai’d, ]817 to 1828, 

I Volume. 

(c) -\lliiutes of vaiiejiis .M^ nb ers of the Board, 1821 — 28, 1 volume 
4. In addition to tlie above menU'-ned proAJiitiny records there are 
JO the Secretiui;U Record Booms six volumes ed records relating to 
t lie M iitiny. These* coustitui e .some of the pa]iers of Mr. E. A. Reade, 
Senior Member of tlu* Beiaid of Ivevennc, who. under the directions of 
Dll’. Colvin, the Jjt ntc nant-Governor, asremed charge of the ^Tirlh- 
Wea^ in B:<.MiK:es on the death ot Mr. Cdvinou [} v. I'th Sopleiii] er^ 



( 37 ) 


1857. These cl< eiimeiits were also brought from the office of the Com¬ 
missioner of Agra division as being of a provincial nature. Their con¬ 
tents are as follows: — 

Volume 1.— Original telegrams sent to 31r. E. A. Reade in 1858. 

Voluvie 2.— Ditto ditto 1859. 

Volume o ,—Authenticated copies of telegrams sent to Mr. E. A. 
Reade between March 24th, 1858 and April 9th, 1859. 

Volume 4.—Copies of telegrams sent by Mr. Reade between May 
11th, 1858, and June 12th, 1859. 

Volume 5.—Originals of daily bulletins issued by Mr. Reade, March 
to July, 1858. 

Volume G. —Printed copies of daily bulletins issued by Mr. Reade, 
May to July, 1858. 

5. The records enumerated in paragraphs 1 to 4 above have been 
tied up in hastas and placed in the vSecretariat record room. The follow¬ 
ing list shows the arrangement of the records :— 

No. of Contents, 

tu. 

1 Four volvjirics of letters from Cevernment to Board, 1810 to April, 1822. 

2 Tlireo voluTHCS of lei tors from Coveniment to Board, 1822 (April) to 1829. 

3 J^’onr volumes of letters from tl.o Board to Government, 1812 to 1829, 

f Two volume s of l('ti(‘r 3 received by tFo Board from sources other than Gov- 
i ei'nment. l 8 J 2 to 1829. 

^ J Olio volume oi l. ttrrs issued Ity the ]^)oard to olllcials other than the Seere- 
j tary to Governnu lit, 1817 to 1 SII 8 . 

I One vtjuirie of luinutus hy various Memberfl of the Board of Revenue, 1821 
to 

b tlx volumes of Mutiny correspondence detailed in paragraph 4 of this note. 

6. Moi.tion may bu made licrtj of two complete series of Govern¬ 
ment Gazettes of [)ie-Mutiny days. 

The hrsfi series consists oi* forty-seven volumes of the Calcutta 
Gazette covering the period April 7th, 1882 to December 31st, 1857. 

The Calcutta Gazette replaced the old Government Gazette. 

On March 20lh, lcS32, a. notice was issued, by order of the Hon’ble 
the Vice-President in Council, that “ from the commencement of the 
ensuing month an efficial gazette will be published weekly at the press 
of the Military Oiphan iSociely under i,hc title of the Calcutta Gazette, 
and that the pajier now jssiicd from that press will cease to be denomi¬ 
nated the Goverument Gazette.'^ 

There are pages missing in many of the volumes. Should the infor¬ 
mation sought alter be on the niissiiig pages, a reference might be made 
to the Collector of Banda, in w'hose office there is a nearly complete set 
of Calcutta Gazettes. 

The second series comprises seventeen volumes of tlio Government of 
Agra Gazette from September 1840 (the date of the first issue of this 
gazette) to May, 1857. 



CHAPTEE VIL 

THE PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF 
REVENUE, UNITED PROVINCES, 

I.—History of the Board of Revenue. 

II,—General nature of the records. 

III. —Classification of the records. 

IV. —Descriptive account of the records. 

V.—Indices to the Proceedings. 

The Proceedings in this record room relate to the following districts outiida 
the United Provinces:— 

The district of Cuttack, 1805—07. 

The districts of Dinajpur and Kangpur, 1816—19. 

The district of Bhag 9 ,]pur and Purnea, 1810—22. 

The districts of Bihar, Raingarh, Shahabad, Saran, 1816—29. 

The Delhi territory 1822-25. 

I-History of the Board of Revenue. 

A. 

Board cf Revenue at Fold William, 

By a treaty signed on May 21, 1775, the sovereignty of the province 
of Benares was ceded in perpetuity to the East India Company. The 
newly-acquired province was placed under the immediate authority of a 
Resident who was conl iolled in reveniio matters by the Board of Revenue 
at Foi*t William. In 17b5 (lie R( sident at Benares was replaced by a 
Collector, Avlio was also subordinate to the Board of Revenue at Fort 
William until 1809. 

The proceedings of the Board of Revenue relating to the province 
of Benares during tlie period 1775 to iS09 exist in the record room of 
the (Jovernineiit of Bengal at Calcutta. There are also in the Commis¬ 
sioner's ofiice at Benares copious records of the various Residents (vide 
chapter XXVIII. 

B. 

Lieutenant-Governor and Board of Commissioners, 

On November lOtli, 1801, the Xawab Wazir ceded to the Company 
in lieu of the annual subsidy paid by him for the protection of his 
dominions a large portion of territory, which included roughly the pre¬ 
sent Moradabad, Bareilly, Etawah, Mainpuri, Etah, Farrukhabad, Cawn- 
pore, Fatehpur, Allahabad, Gorakhpur, Azamgarb,andBasti districts, which 
came to be known as the Ceded Provinces. 

The immediate supervision of this territory was entrusted to a 
Lieutenant-Governor and a Board of Commissioners, The Hon, Henry 
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Wellesley was appointed Lieutenant-Governor; he was also made presi¬ 
dent of the Board of Commissioners, which consisted of Messrs. Leslie, 
Seton, and Fombelle, with Mr. Mercer as Secretary. This temporary 
commission was dissolved on February 21, 1803. 

c. ■ , 

Board of Bevenue at Fort William. 

On February 21, 1803, the Governor General in Council issued the 
following orders for the administration of the Ceded Provinces : — 

“ The temporary Commission issued by the Governor General on the 
14th November, 1801, for the provincial administration and settlement 
of the provinces ceded by the Nawab Wazir, is hereby dissolved and 
all offices, authorities, and powers constituted within the said Provinces 
by that Commission shall cease and determine f^om this ihy. 

“ The Provinces ceded by the Nawab Wazir are formed into a division 
denominated tiie Provinces ceded by the Nawab Wazir. The said divi¬ 
sion consists of seven zillas or districts. 

' The seven zilla]}s or districts of the Ceded Provinces are denominated 
Moradabad, JlarLilly, Etawah, Farrukhabad, Cawnpore, Allahabad, and 
Gorakhpur. 

“A judge and magistrate is appointed for each zillah and also a 
collector for each district excepting Farrukhabad of win*eh the revenues 
are to he managed by tlie Agent of tlic Governor General at Farrukabad 
until further orders. 

“ Eegisters and assistants are appointed to the courts of circuit and 
appeal and the judges and magistrates and collectors of the several 
zillas and districts. 

“ The customs and duties within the said provinces are to be managed 
by the collectors of tlie land revenue until furtlier orders. The superin¬ 
tendence and control of the land revenues in the ceded provinces is to bo 
conducted through the Boa.rd of Bevenue at Fort William, and the 
several collectors of revenue arc to be ordered to correspond with the 
Board of Revenue at Fort William according to the form established 
for the correspondence of that Beard with the collectors of revenue in 
tbe provinces of Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and Benares. 

“ For the purpose of facilitating the despatch of the extensive and 
complicated affairs of which the detail will now be added to the current 
business of this presidency, an additional Secretary to the Government 
is appointed, and is denominated Secretary for theHaffairs of the Pro¬ 
vinces ceded by the Nawab Wazir. For the same purpose the fourth 
seat at the Board of Revenue, abolished by the order of tbe Governor 
General in Council passed on 1st April, 1801, is revived. 
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“ All Civil OfiScers stationed wiiliiii tho ceded provinces arc lobe direct¬ 
ed to correspond with the Secretary for the affairs of the Ceded Provin¬ 
ces in all cases in which Civil OMicers of a similar description in 
Bengal, Bchar, Orissa or Benares now correspond with any of the 
Secretaries of Government, and all correspondence between the Govern¬ 
ment and the courts of Sadder Dcwaiiy and Nazamut Adawalnt, the 
Board of Revenue and Trade or any Public Odioers or individual res¬ 
pecting the affairs of the ceded provinces, is l.o be conducted through 
the Secretary on the affairs of the Provinces ceded by the Nawab Wazir. 
A separate account is to bo kept by the Accountant to the Board of 
Revenue of the Coded Provinces. For the purpose of carrying the 
jjreceding order into execution, the Governor General in Council 
is pleased to make the following appointments :—Mr. M. Leslie, 
Member of the Board of* Revenue, Mr. John Fombello, Secretary to 
Government for the affairs of the Provinces cctled by the Nawab 
Wazir. Mr. Craorne Mercer, Acting Secretary to the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Board of Commissioners, is directed to perform the duty 
of Secretary to the Government for the affairs of the provinces coded 
by the Nawab Wazir, until Mr. Fombcllo’s arrival at Fort William; 
and, until further orders, Mr. W. Ijoycestcr is appointed collector of 
zillah Moradabad, Mr. Tliornhill, collector of zillah Bareilly, Mr. Cun- 
ingham coliec.tor of zillah Etawah, Mr. John RicJiardson, collector of 
zillah Cawiipiir, Mr. Richard Ahrauty, collector of zillah Allahabad, 
Mr. John Routledge, collector of zillah Cforakpiir.'^ 

The Board of Revenue at Fort William thus reconstituted kept its 
proceedings relating to the Ceded Provinces separate from those dealing 
with the other provinces under its jurisdiction. These separate pro¬ 
ceedings exist in the record room of the Board of Revenue at Allahabad. 

The first of these proceedings is dated March, 1803, and from that 
date onward the proceedings of the various Boards which exercised 
control over the revenue affairs of these provinces exist with scarcely 
a break. 

The conquered provinces were added to the Company’s territories 
in 1803, and were placed under that portion of the Board of Revonuo at 
Fort William which managed the revenues of the Ck ded Provinces. 

The district of Cuttack was also placed under the jurisdiction of 
this Board. 

• D. 

Board of Commissioners in the Ceded and Conquered Provinces. 

In 1807 the Governor General in Council resolved that the ceded and 
conquered provinces should be permanently settled and, in order to 
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exercise the close supervision which such a settlement required, it was 
deemed necessary to create a special Board of Couiinissioners. With 
this object Regulation X of 1807 was passed. 

“ Whereas, ” runs the Regulation, it has been deemed advisable to 
appoint a local Commission for the supcrintendouce of the ensuing settle¬ 
ment in the ceded and corKiucred provinces and fur the general control of 
the collectors in the discharge of that and of their other public duties, 
a Commission shall be constituted oosisting of two members. 

The Commissioners in the Coded and Conquered Provinces are 
hereby invested with all the duties, powers, and authority which have 
hitherto been exercised by the Board of Revenue in the Ceded and 
Conquered Provinces. Tbe primary object of tlie present Commission 
being the superintendence of the ensuing settlement of the land revenue 
it shall be the duty of the Commissioners to siijierintend the per¬ 
formance of that duty by th(^ (jollectors, as for as circumstances will 
permit, on the spot, by proceeding from time to time into the diftereritj 
districts, accordingly as they m iy be of opinion that their prosenco may 
be necessary or advisable.” 

The original intention was that the Board should be dissolved as 
so >11 as the settlement had been made, but the Board found that the 
country was not ripe for a permanent settlement. It discovered 
moreover that the revenue administration in the Ceded and Conquered 
Provinces was far i'rom satisfactory and that the complicated land 
tenures of the provinces were imperfectly understood ; hence Regula- 
tionloflSOD was passed which rendered the Board of Cqminissioiiors 
p(‘rmanent and added to its jurisdiction the Province of Benares, which had 
hitherto been subject to the control of the Board of Revenue aud the Board 
of Trade at Fort William. In Regulation I r>f 18()D the Board arc 
designated “ The Board of Commissioners in the Upper Provinces,” 
but uevertheloss they in their proceedings continued to style themselves 
the Board of Commissioners in the Ceded an I Conquered Provinces. 

It was found that the control of the Province of Benares in addition 
to the ceded and conquered province gave the Board more w ork than 
they could manage; consequently Regulation I of 1816 appointed a 
local Commission for the superintendence of the revenue in the Piuvinces 
of Benares and Behar. 

Regulation I of 1810 transferred the Supcriutciidencc of the dis* 
tiicts oi Gorakhpore’M'rom the Board of Commissioners in the Ceded 
and Conquered Provinces to the Board of Coinmi isioners in Behar and 
Benares, 


8 
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E. 

Board of Commissioners in Benares and Bihar. 

On Janniuy 5.. 1816, Regulation I of 1816 received the assent of the 
Governor General in Council. This regulation appointed ‘‘A local Com¬ 
mission for the supeiinlcndence of the revenue in the Provinces of 
Benares and Bchar. ” Tnis commission was constituted for the purpose 
of relieving, on the one hand, the Sudder Board of Revenue at Fort 
William, and, on the other, the Board of Commissioners in the Ceded and 
Conrpiered Provinces, of part of their work. 

At first it consisted of a single Member—John Deane—whose full 
* Those included the style was “Commissioner in the Province of 

districts of Rainghnr, /. i ••n 

lihnug iiporo and Leiiaros and that part of Behar comprising the 

which woreu nnlly <lono- j, Siiahabad, Sarun, and Tirlioot. ”» 

inijniited the r u.sloc ’ 

lie kad tile same powers as the Board of Com¬ 
missioners in (he Ceded and Coriijuered Piovinces. llis first proceeding 
is dated (Jainp Patna, 1st February, 1816. 

'^.riiis arrangement did not persist for long. A resolution of Govern¬ 
ment datiM.l the 28th November, 1817, runs :—“ The Vice-President in 
Council res lives that the powers invested in tlic Commissioner in Beliar 
and Benares shall be exei-cis(M] by a Board consisting of two members and 
that the districts of Dinagejiore and Pang])orc be phicod under the 
autlioriiy of t)ia,t Board. 

2. d’he necessary legislative enactment will accordingly be pre¬ 
pared and published. 

“8. Tile \b’(S‘-lbc'ident in (V)nncil furtluT resolves f.hat Mr. E. P. S. 
Waring be«assoeiated with Mr. Roeke in the Commission.” 

b'iiis resolution was embodied in IR'gnlation XIV of 1817. 

Mr. Rocke took his seat on Deeember 11, 1817, and Mr. Waring joined 
on February 20, 1818. 

It was soon found that the work entrusted to this Board was too heavy 
to euabh' tlie two nu'mbers to sit together; accordingly on September 23, 
ISIS, G tvornment placed Mr. Rocke in charge of the “District of 
Bha.gnlpore, Purneah, Rungpore, and Dinajepore, ” “with the full 
yK)wers of your Board,” and in like manner the junior member, Mr. War¬ 
ing, was authorized to exercise similar powers “ within the provinces of 
Benares and in (he districts of Behar (iinduding Rnmghur), * Shahabud, 

riio Biliar diftlrici correspondttl to tho present GajM district. It took its nmno 
from the Bihar tiiib-division. When Uiis 6ut)-divifuon was transferred t6 Patna in 18C5 
the n:imo of the remaining part of the di.striet was changed to Gaya after the chief 
town in it. 

Tlie Rnjnghnr district incindod the prcs oit d atr uhs oi RjDchi and Hazaribagh 
togolhei- with parts oi Gaya, Moug’iyr, aud jlaub'.um. 
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Sariin, and Tirhoot. ’’ From October, 1818, the two members sat sepa¬ 
rately, but the above arrangement for the division of work did not take 
effect until January, 1819 After that date the U\o inemhers occasionally 
sat together, but more frequently tbi y worked apart, and their proceed¬ 
ings are designated the proceedings of the Senior and the dnnior Member 
respectively. These proceedings are usually entered in the same volume 
and often on the same sheet, so tliat it is not possible to separate the two 
sets of proceedings. 

Kegulation I of 1819, which was passed by the Governor General iu 
Council, on February 5, 1819, further modified the jurisdiclion of the 
Board of Commissioners of Bchar and Benares by extending their author¬ 
ity to the districts of Gorakhpore,^’ hut removed from their ruanagernent 
to that of the Board of Bevenuo nt C^ileutta ‘‘ the districts ol Dinagepore 
and iiangpore. 

After the addition of the Gorakhpur district t o their jurisdiction, the 
name of this district is added to the title of the Board. 


Board of Jlcofhue in the Pror’nces. 

On March 2Gth, ISB), a Commissioner had been a])pojnted in the 
Delhi tei'j itory, who had under him four assist;ints, one for each of tln^ 
divisions of the territory, namely, the Central, Northern, WesttTii, and 
,Soutb(U*rj divisions. I'he assistants were ( ollectors of land revenue and 
presided over the rtivenue, civil and criminad courts ; they were (unpi)- 
wered to reffer to Sudder Amins all civil suits in which the sum at stake 
did not oxc.eed ihs, 1,090. From the Sinhh. r Amin an ap])oal lay to 1-he 
Assistant Commissioner. The Commissioner had the power of granting 
a sp(.!eial appeal to liis own court from tiio decisions of his assistants 
cither alter sucdi appeals or in the first instance. The Commissioner 
acted as a court of edreuit. 

Over the Commissioner was the Resident who was authorized to with¬ 
draw from the court of the Commissioner any suit for political reasons. 

This state of affairs persisted with but little change until 1822. On 
Fehruaiy 14th of that year Government addressed a letter to the Board of 
Commissioners stating that the Governor Geneial in Council, “consupient 
to the transfer of the chief Political duties in that quarter to the ito miont 
in Malwa and Kajpootana, has determined to invest your Board with the 
superintendence of that territory.” 

29. The jurisdiction of the Board in the Delhi territory was not 
limited to the superintendence of the collection of the re\enues. The 
Board was vested with both revenue and judieial pow(‘rs in that tract. 
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The placing of the Di Ihi territory nmlor the control of the Board of 
Comnii8HioT)c*r‘=i necessitated reconstitution of t!ie several Boards, which 
was effected 1 y It gulation III of 1822. The enactment directs — 

“ First —The duties, powers, and authority at present exercised by the 
Board of Commissioners in B.-har and Benares, within the districts of 
Bhagulpore and Purnah, shall from and after the 1st May next be vested 
in the Board of Bevenue whiv-h shall coDiinuc to possess, exercise, and 
perform the diiti s, powers, and authority now belonging to them in the 
districts sii)x)rdinato to their authority, and shall hereafter be denominated 
the Board of Kevemie for tlie Lower Provinces. 

''Second —The duties, powers, and authority at present exercised by 
the Board of Commissicuiers in the Ceded and Conquered Provinces within 
the southern and northern divisions of Biindelcund and the districts of 
Allahabad and Cawnpore, shall from and after the said date be vested 
in the Board of Commissiom rs in Behar and Benares, which shall continue 
to possess, exercise, and ptudorm tiie duties, powers and authority now 
belonging to them in the disi riots at present subordinate to them, save 
as aliovo [xovided, and shall be hereafter denominated the Board of 
lievenue for the Central Provinces. 

“ Third —The several distiicts of the Ceded and Conquered Provinces, 
with the exciqitioii of the districts above specified, shall continue as 
heretofore, suliordiuale to the Board of Commissioners, which Board shall 
be hereafter denominated the Board of Kevenve for the Western 
Pi ovinces.’' 

The Board of Revenue for the Lower Provinces had no connection with 
any of the districts of the United Provinces. It is therefore not nccessajy 
to follow its history. Its proceedings are in the record room ot the 
('ioviu'iiment of Bengal at Calcutta. 

On March 19, l«Sl^2. Mr. Holt Mackenzie, Secretary to tbe Govern¬ 
ment of Iiulia, addressed the following letter to Messrs. Alexander Ross 
a IK 1 W. Fraser, Board of Commissioners in the Western Provinces :— 

“ His Fxeelloncy the most Noble the Governor General in Council 
has this day been pleased to appoint Mr. F. Perry to the sit nation of 
third member of your Board, which is hereafter lobe denominated the 
Board of Revenue in the Western Provinces. 

“ 2. The salary assigned to the situation of third member is sicca 
rupees foi ty thousand per annum. 

“ 3. The appointment of Mr. Perry is provisional only, and is to 
take effect from the date on wdiicli he may return to the presidency and 
announce his aeeepcaiice of the appointment; in the meantime Mr. W. 
Ewer has been nominated to odiciate as third member of your Board.’' 
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Mr. Perry did not accept the appointment and Mr. Ewer was con¬ 
firmed. 

The jurisdiction of the Western Board extended over the following 
districts, in addition to the Delhi territory, Bareilly, Etiiwah, Fairukh- 
abad, Shahjahanpur, Agra, Aligarh, Meerut, and the Northoiii nnd Sou¬ 
thern divisions of Sabaranpur. 

The Government requested the Board to report upon the necessity of 
making provision for the exercise by the inembors singly of authority. 

The Board reported that it was necessary that Members sliould bo 
allowed to work separately ; accordingly Mr. Ross, the Senior Member, 
was invested with tlie political character of Representative of the 
Governor General at Delhi and the immediate supervision of the affairs 
of the Delhi territory was entrusted to Mr. Fraser, the second Member 
of the Board. Tlie earlier pnoceedings, at any rate, of the Western 
Board relating to the Delhi territory were recorded separately from 
those appertaining to the remainder of the territory under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the Board. Mr. Fra.scr hiimself settled most questions relating to 
the Delhi territory, referring only tlie more important matters to the 
whole Ikxird. 


During the period of seven j^esrs through which the Western Board 
sat its jurisdiction underwent a number of changes. Kurnaun was added 
in 1814. In 1824 there was a considerable re-arrangement in the 
boundaries of tlie various districts in the Western part of the provinces. 
After these changes had come into operation the jurisdiction of the Board 
comprised the following eollectoratos : Agra, Aligarh, Bareilly, Biiland- 
shahr, Mainpuri, (Etawah) Farrukhabad, vSaharanpur North, 8aharM.upiir 
South (Meerut), Saidahad, Moradabad, Saheswan, and the sub-collect orates 
of Pilibhit, Etawab, Sirpiira, Muzafiarnagar, and Bela. 

In 1825 the control of the Delhi territory was taken away from the 
Board of Revenue ia the Western Provinces, and the Government 
resolution, dated May 20th, 1825, divesting the Board of their jurisdic¬ 
tion in that tract of country, says :— 

“ The authority of that Board (i.e., the Board of Revenue in the 
Western Provinces) within the Delhi territory will cease from the date 
on which Sir C. Metcalfe may assume charge of his office (i.e., that of 
Resident of Delhi), 

“ The sphei e of their jurisdiction embracing the collectorships and- 


Agra, Bareilly, Etawah sub-collectorBhip, 
Farrukhabad, Sahftranpur, Northern and Sou¬ 
thern divisions, Meerut, Shahjahanpur, Morad¬ 
abad, Aligarh, Bulandshahr, Saheswan, Bela. 
Bob-collectorship, Pilibhit Bub-colicctorship, Sir- 
poorah sub-collectorship, Muzaff.»rnagar sub- 
coliectorship, Baidabad. Kurnaun Commissionei- 
ship. 


subrcollectorships noted in the 
margin, it appears to be obvious¬ 
ly desirable that their head¬ 
quarters should be fixed at 
some central pla^e within their 
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jurisfliction. The Governor General in Council is disposed to think that 
Bareilly would bo the most appropriate station, but before coming to any 
final resolution His Lordship in Council is desirous of receiving a com¬ 
munication from the Board of their sentiments on the subject. 

3. When the Board is relieved from the charge of the Delhi territory 
three members will apparently be amply suffinorit for the due conduct of 
the public buuness, although to the Senior Member will belong the same 
political duties as were attached to that officer before the c'ctension 
of the Board’s authority to Delhi, and although the revision of the 
detailed settlement now in progress must obviously throw upon the 
Board an extent of labour exceeding what was necessary for the admin¬ 
istration of much more extensive provinces iind'^r the former system. 
Mr. Ewer’s appointment, as officiating Member of the Board, will conse¬ 
quently cease on Sir Charles Metcalfe’s assuming charge of the affairs of 
the Delhi territory. 

“4. ... Tae Boird . . . will still retain the denomination of the 

Bjard of R(.iveriue for the Western Provinces.” 

T/ie B ) i.rd aetu illy reli!j(juished its control ovt^r the Delhi, territory 
on the 22rid O 'tober, 1823. 

The separate procenHlings of th(i Western Board relating to the Delhi 
territory ;ire mudtle 1 “ Pro-.eedings of the Board of Uevooiie for the 
alliirs of the Delhi territory.” 

Th csG separate proeoedings are now in the record I’oom of the 
Governmeut of the Punjab at Lahore. There are 'however in tdie 
ordinary prof^eedings of the Board of itovenue for the Western Provinces 
from 1822 to 1825 maiiy reforen(u‘s to tlu* Delhi territory, on questions 
which Mr. Fraser did not feel cnmpoteut to decide without reference to 
the liill Board. 

In a letter, dated the 1st December, 1825, the Secretary to Govitu- 
incrit writes : “ Gov^ernment has already decided that as a temporary 
arrangement, the headquarters of the Board shall be fixed at Farrukha- 
bad until tlm necessary buildings be ready at Bareilly.” 

The first proceedings of this Board is dated Camp Dooralla, zilla 
Meerut, 23rd April, 1822, present Messrs. Alexander Ross, William 
Fi-aser, and Walter Ewer (not joined). The last proceeding is dated 
Bareilly, the 28th February, 1829, present Francis Hawkins, Esq., 
Senior Member, the second and third Members absent on duty. 

The members of this Board sat occasionally two or three together, but 
more usually singly, various members being deputed either for special 
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duty, as was done in the case of Mr, Fraser and the Delhi territory, or to 
tour through the provinces. Members of the Board when on tour held 
separate proceedings. In most cases these proceedings have been bound 
up separately from those of the member, or members, sitting at head¬ 
quarters. 

The Board of Revenue in the Western Provinces was abolished by 
Regulation I of 1829 which appointed Commissioners of Revenue and 
Circuit on the ground that “ the system in operation for superintending 
the magistracy and the police and for controlling and diia^cling the 
executive revenue ofiScers has been found to be defective. The great 
extent of country under each of the Boards of Revenue has operated to 
impede them in the execution of the duties which lelong to them as 
tribunals for the determination of all (juestions relating to tdie assess¬ 
ment of lands under sctthmient and for tlic judicial decision of many 
other important cases, as the general guardians of the fiscal interests of 
the estate, as directors and superintendents over the executive officers, 
and as the confidential advisers of Government. For the correctiou of 
tlie above defects, it has appeared to be expedient and necessary to place 
the magistiacy and police and the eollt'ctors and other executive officers 
under the superintendence and control of Commissioners of Revenue and 
Circuit, eacJi vested with charge of such a moderate tract of country as 
may enable them to bo easy of access to tiie })eople, and liecjueriLly to 
visit the ditl'ereiit parts of their respective juiisdict-ions, to confide to the 
said Commissioners the power now vested in the Courts of Circuit together 
with tliose tlait belong to the IxKirds of Revenue, to bo exercised . . . 
t.lie former under the aiitJiority of the JS'izainat Adawlut, and the latter 
under the iuslruction and control of a Sudder or Chief Board of Reve¬ 
nue." 

Before the enactment of Regulation I of 1829 Government in a letter 
dated the 30th December, 1828, informed the Board of Revenue, Western 
Pj-ovinces, that “it has been resolved to substitute for the existing 
Boards of Revenue, Commissioners of Revenue and Circuit acting in their 
revenue capacity under the directions of the Sudder Board at Calcutta. 
This arrangement is to take elfect on 1st March, 1829. Meanwhile 
Mr ^s'ewnham, the dunior Member of the Board, is to exercise the power 
of the Board in the Western Provinces, while Mr. Hawkins, its Senior 
Member, is to proceed to the Presidency to take his seat as Senior Mem¬ 
ber of the Sudder Board and Mr. Fraser (the second Member of the Board) 
is to proceed to Dehli and arrange with the Commissioner all details 
connected with the duties which will belong to him in that territory.’' 
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G. 

Board of Revenue in the Central Provinces. 

This Board was constituted along with the Boards for the Western and 
the Lower Provinces by Regulation III of 1822. 

Its jurisdiction consisted of the Province of Benares and the districts 
of Gorakhpur, Bihar (Ramgarh), Shahabad, Saran, Allahabad, Cawnpore,, 
Banda, and Kalpi. 

The transfer of the last four districts was not effected until Septem¬ 
ber, 1822, there being some delay in carrying out the provisions of the 
Regulation. 

The central Board was composed of three members. 

Its headquarters were at first at Patna and were subsequently trans¬ 
ferred to Allahabad ; but the Members of the Board used to tour through 
the province under their charge. 

The first proceeding of this Board is dated Patna, the 12th April, 
1822. 

“ W. 0. Salmon, Esq., Senior Member (on leave). 

J. Majoribanks, Es(j., third Member (not joined). 

PliESiCNl^: 

C, E. Forgusson, E'(|., Offiid.iting Senior Member. 

Henry Newnham, ES(]., Officiating Junior Member.” 

From flanuary, 1825, this Board classified its ])roceedings under three 
heads : (1) JJihar, (2) Benares and Goraklipur, (3) Western districts. 

This Board, like that of the Western Provinces, was abolished by 
Regal itioii I of 1820. Its last proceeding is dated Allahabad, the 28th 
February, 1820. Present: Robert Barlovv, Esq., Officiating Member. 

On March 1, 1820, Mr, Barlow became Commissioner of Revenue and 
Circuit of the Allahabad division. He joined the Board only on Febru¬ 
ary 17th, in order to take up his appointment a.s Commissioner from 
March Ist ; he relieved Messrs. Forgusson and Tilghman, regular Mem¬ 
bers of the Board, whose last meeting is dated February the 13th, 1820. 

H. 

Between 2nd February, 1829 and 30lhJuly, 1830 there was no 
separate Board of Revenue for the province of Agra, The work of the 
Western and Central Boards was performed by Commissioners of Revenue 
and Circuit under the control of the Sudder Board of Revenue at Calcutta, 
in the case of those of the 2nd to the 9th Divisions and of the Resident 
at Delhi, in the case of the Commissioner of the 1st division. 

The proceedings of the Sudder Board are in the record room of tho 
Government of Bengal at Calcutta, These form 20 folio volumes. 
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I. 

'Ike Sudder Board of Revenue on depatation, 
la order to aacertfxiu the progress made in the sett lement of the Upper 
Provinces under Regulation III of 1822 some members of the Sudder 
Board were placed on deputation to tour through the Upper*Provinces. 

These members were styled the Sudder Board of Kovenue on deputa¬ 
tion and their proceedings were kept separately from those of the main 
Board. These are in the Board’s record room at Allahabad. 


The first proceeding of this Board is dated the 30th July, 1830, and is 
headed— 

“ At a meeting of the Sudder Board of Revenue on deputation. 


W. Fraser, Es(p 
K, M. Tilghman, Esq. 


Present; 

j Officiating Members. 

That this was the first meeting of the Sudder Boai’d on deputation is, 
I think, established by the fact that at the commencement of this proceed¬ 
ing there is no mention of the proceedings of the last meeting having 
been read—a procedure which took place at all subsequent meetings. 

J. 

The SiLdder Board of Revenae, North-Western Provinces. 


The work of the Sudder Board of Ib^venue on dt putation served to 
demonstrate the advisability of placing the Upper Provinces undei* a 
separate administration. Accordingly in 1831 a series of Regulations 
were passed wliicli practically gave liiese provinces an independent admin¬ 
istrative existence. 

Regulation VI of 1831 constituted a Supreme Court, both Civil and 
Criminal, for the North-Western Provinces. 

d'lie reason for this change being thus stated in the preamble:— 
“Whereas the distance from the Presidency of the districts cornjvriscd 
in the Nortli-Western Provinces and the difference of their climate from 
that of Bengal are so groat as to deter individuads from personally 
resorting to the highest appellate authority to obtain redress against 
any act or orders of tlie subordinate courts.” The previous jurisdiction 
of the Presidency Sudder Dewaiiy and Nizamut Adawluts in the North- 
Western Provinces was abrogated and a new Supreme Civil and Crimi¬ 
nal Court was established at xVllahabad. The powers of the now tribunal 
extended over “ the Province of Benares, the Ceded and Conquered 
Provinces, including the districts of Meerut, Saharanpur, Muzalfarnagar, 
and Bulandshahr, which had been subject to the Commissioner of Delhi 
and included criminal jurisdiction in the province of Kiimaun [ind the 
Saugar and Nerbudda territories. 
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Thin Regulation was passed on the 1st November, 1 S31 and on the 
same day Regulation X became law, transforming the deputation of the 
Sudder Revenue Board, then sitting in the Upper Provinces, into a 
supreme and independent Board of Revenue. The territorial jurisdic¬ 
tion of the new body was substantially the same as that of the new 
Sudder Court, which was likewise to be ordinarily settled at Allahabad. 
This jurisdiction was made up on the one hand at the expense of the 
Resident of Delhi, who lost the revenue powers vested in him by the law 
of 1829 over the districts of the Northern Doab, namely, Saharanpur, 
Muzaharmigar, Meerut, and Bulandshahr ; and, on the other hand, at the 
expense of the Presidency Board of Revenue, which lost its control over 
the province of Bmares and the remaining districts in the Upper 
Provinces. 

'fhese two Regulations, (instituting a Sudder Court and Board of 
Rc;v(3rjue, came into lorco on the 1st of January, 1832. 

Regulation X of 1831 did nut make any change in the porsonind of 
the Sudder Board on deputation ; it merely separabM the existing Board 
from that sitting at Fort William. 

This Board, ('Toated by Regulation X of 1831, still exists. Changes 
hav(;, from lime to lime, beiai made in its juiisdi(;tion. Tluis Ib gulation 
V of 1832 j)]ai-ed tlu; Delhi rerritory under tin* (control of this Board, and 
tlie Boaid (^ontiniK'd to exercise such jurisdiction until Act XXXVMII of 
1858 w.ts p iHsed Jiis x\(8- repealed Regulation ot 1832, ('xcept as 
regards the “ Dasti-i'n ]>aiga,nas ” on tlc' bd't bank ol tla* Jumna, 

R(^giiIation I of IS;>3 Iransferi’ed th'c snperintcndcnc(‘ of salt, ojuum, 
cojstouis, and town duties from the Bor,rd of Customs, Salt, and Opium at 
the ib';'; idoncy to f,he Sudder Board of It. venue at Alhdiahad. Thus the 
lattsH’ from that (Lite bee.ame (*.om}‘lete!y indi^peiident of the Presidency 
and e\i rcist d (mntrol ovc r all the rcveamcs of tlie Cppei' Provinces. 

56. From Api il 17, 1855. th(.* Board ceased to re(^or(] its ])rocee(hiigs 
ill full, hdom Julie, 1854 until 1873 tlu'y were' j-ecorded in an aborevia- 
ted form. 

n.—General nature of the records. 

dbie records of tiu' Boaiai ot Itevenuc are tlu' most important in the 
firovince. Idiey ar(‘ peculiar in that prior to 18.57 s(;arcely any of the 
original letters have been preserved. The great bulk of the reamrds arc 
ill the form of pruiv ediiigs mitered in folio volumes. 

The pi •oceodings date fr(»m 1803 and witJi a short gap from April 
1829 to July, 1830, when there was no s(‘par:ite Ikaard for the Western 
Prov im'es, th(‘ prnec(?dings are eompletc and are in a good state of ]ir(!ser 
■VatioUi Pji( 1 to April, 1855, the enrrr.'-’pc'ah'nee is eo])i(d out in full m 
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the prooeedingH. Afti i’ that date only abstracts of tlie correspondence 
are entered, but most of these abstracts are in the nature of calendars. 

The Bjard’s proceedings provide ample material for a complete reve¬ 
nue history of the Proviac. s of Agra and Beiuirc's during the period 
they cover. 

The lecords being well bound and indexed they are of such a nature 
as to yield a rich harvest in return for comparatively little labour. The 
records for the period Decemher, ISO! to March, 1803 are very meagre 
and consist only of copies. There are however copious records of the 
period in Calcutta. The customs records, as opposed to the laud levonue 
records, are very incomplete ; but here again the record loom of the 
Government of India at CalcuUa can snp])ly the* gap. 

The records of the .Mofnssil Special Commissioners appointed under 
Regulation I of 1821 are Ihirly complete. 

From 185G onwards the Oudh reveum' records are voluminous. 

IIL—Classification of the recerds. 

The pre-Miitiny records in the lioard of lleveniie have been classified 
as follows: — 

A(;ua rf.uori s. 

(I) M 'm‘ellaiieous retenne reconhu 

’’i^liese consist of live volumes :— 

Vedume I, c (pies of letters receiv<‘d by the Collector of Gorakhpur 
from the Board of Commissioners, 1(S01 to ]<S('2, 

Volume 2, eopi<‘S of letters received by the Collector of Gorakhpur 
from — 

(a) the Boai-il of Commissioners, 1801 to 1803, 

(h) the Board of Bevenue, 1803 to 1807, 

(c) the Board of Commissioners, 1807 to 1820. 

Volume 3, copies of letters re(a_*ivod by— 

(a) tlui Board of Commissioners, 1801 to 1S03, 

(h) the Board of Revenue, 1805 to 1807, 

(c) the Board of Commissioners, 1807 to 1820, 
from the Collector of Gorakhpur. 

Volume 4, cojiies of minutes and notes of Members of the Board of 
Revenue on various subjects, 1853 to 1850. 

Volume 5, printed copies of circulars issued by the Board of Revenue, 
1854 to 1856. 

(2) Proceedings^ of ike Board of Revenne. 

Series /.—Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort William in 
Bengal; 1803 to 1807, 36 volumes. 
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Sericfi II. — Proceedings of the Board of Commissioners in the Ceded 
and Conquered Provinces, 1801 to 1822, 178 volumes. 

Scricfi HI. —Proceedings of the Board of Commissioners for tlio 
Provinces of Benares and Bihar, 1816 to 1822, 82 volumes and one volume 
of appendices for 1818. 

oericH jy.—Proceedings of the Board of Revenue in the Western 
Provinces, 1822 to 1820, 126 volumes. 

Series V. —Proceedings of the Board in Itevenue of the Central 
Provinces, 1822 to 1820, 118 volumes. 

VI .— Proceedings of the Sudder Baird of Kevenuc on deputa¬ 
tion, 1830 and 1831, 13 volumes. • 

Sf.rwsVlL —Proceedings of the Sudder Board of Revenue, North- 
Western Provinces, 1822 to 1855, 582 volumes. 

He.riGS VIII. —Abstracts ol‘ proceedings of tlie Sudder Board of Reve¬ 
nue, Noj lh-Western Provinces, 1854 to 1867, 34 volumes. 

(3) Ilecords of the Mofussil l::)pecial Commissioners. 

Scries I. —Copies oi letters issued by the Mofussil Special Com¬ 
missioners, 1821—30, 8 volumes. 

Series II .—Letters received by the Mofussil Special Commissioners, 
1821 — 20, 3 volumes. 

Series 777. —dudgments and l>^cisions of the Mofussil Special Com¬ 
missioners, 1821—25, 3 volumes. 

Series IV. —Ciders and Proviepts of the Sudder Special Commis¬ 
sioners, 1821—2S, 2 volumes. 

Series V. —Abstract Statement of Causes decided by the Mofussil 
Special (yummissiouers, 1821—20, 2 volumes. 

(4) Customs records., 

1. Proceedings of the Board m the Customs De pur lenient, 1815—55, 
6 Vil (lines. 

Cusi oms Correspondence :— 

(U-) Corlespoudeiice of the Board of Commissioners in the Coded and 
CoiKjuered Provinces— 

{i) Letters received, 1810—18, 3 volumes. 

(ii) Letters issued, 1810—18, I voLime. 

(iii) Circulars issued to Collectors of Customs, 1810—21, 1 
volume. 

(h) Correspondence of the Board of Revenue in the Western Pro¬ 
vinces. 

(i) Letters received, 1826, 1 volume. 

(ii) Letters issued, 1827-28, 1 volume. 

(iii) Circulars issued, 1825, 1 volume. 
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{c) Correspondence of the Board of Customs, Salt, and Opium, 
Circulars issued 1826, 1 volume. 

OUDH RECORDS. 

38 Files, 6 volumes. 

IV,—Descriptive account of the records. 

Agra records. 

(1) Miscellaneous revenue records. 

These arc all copies. The only volume which is ol much value is 
volume I, “ Copies of letters received by the Collector of Gorakhpur, 
180] to 1802.” This is valuable because many of the originals have been 
destroyed. 

The majority of these letters were issued by the Lieutenant-Governor 
and Board of Commissioners described in parngraph (B) of the outline 
of the history of the Board of Revenue on p^ge 38. 

As this Board do not appear to have maintained any proceedings, 
as all the correspondence of their office has been destroyed and as all 
their corres])on(lence with the Collectors of the districts of the Ceded 
Provinces other than that addressed to the Collector of Gorakhpur 
has disappeared, the value of these records is obvious. The originals 
of some of them exist in the Collector’s office at Gorakhpur. The earliest 
of these originals is dated the 12th of May, 1802. Whereas the copies 
begin with a letter of 8th December, 1801, exactly four weeks after the 
signing of the treaty whereby the Nawab Vizier ceded this territory 
to the Company. 

The volume covers the period 8th December, 1901 to Gth December, 
1902, and it contains copies of 194 letters to the Collector from Henry 
Wellesley, the Secretary to the Board of Commissioners, the Resident 
at Lucknow, the Commanding OfiScers at Gorakhpur and Azamgarh, the 
Accountant-General and the Register and the Judges of the Court of 
Circuit at Bareilly. 

Many of the letters are of no importance. This fact, their number 
and the fact that the first letter contains instructions to the Collectors 
of the Ceded Provinces as to the procedure to bo adopted on their reach¬ 
ing their new districts render the inference fairly safe that the volume 
contains copies of every ofiScial letter received by the Collector of 
Gorakhpur from the time that he was told to take charge of the district 
till Gth December, 1902. 

As there are in the Collector’s office copies of all letters issued by him, 
the two scries afford complete records of all the early correspondence 
of the Collector of Gorakhpur. 
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Many of the letters are of a general nature, so that from them it is 
possible to compile a fairly complete outline of the administration of the 
Ceded Provinces during that interesting period when they were under 
the immediate care of Wellesley and his Board.* 

The earliest letter oi the scries, that dated 8th December, 1901, is 
under the signature of Henry Wellesley and eonv(^ys instructions to 
Koutledgc, the (>)llector, for his guidance on assuming the management 
of Gorakhpur jiud Khairagarh. 

The letter encloses a statement (not reproduced) “lately presented 
to the Resident at Luekiiow l)y Mir Kasim Ali Khan, the Ainil of Gorakh- 
})iir, hy which it appears thab ihe annual (cxpeiise of the troops employed 
in that district anmunts to more than two lacs of rupees, besides which 
there are coiiliiigent charges on account of the repairs of artillery, 
bullocks for the draft of it, etc., etc., to a considerable amount. 

“ Amongst th(H(' troops are 400 Horse, a large proportion of whom 
are absent on fictitious pretences and at present by the acknowledgement 
of the Amil himself of no use whatever. This heavy expense may there” 
foi’C 1)0 immediately reduc ■(!.” 

Tlie letter turther states that the Amil had asked fora detachment 
of the Company’s t roops to assist in roalisiiig the collections. Tln^ 
Resident did not send these because there ap})eai'ed to be a probability of 
their being engaged in actual lio-^tilc o])eration.s and in the reduction of 
forts. 

“It certainly would not be politic in the British Government to 
comitK'iice its administration by any violent eofa'civo measures at the 
iiistau(!e and undt^r the immediate direction of the Amil, and, indeed, it 
is mui-e than probable that were equitable terms held out to the inhabi¬ 
tants of Gorakhpur and the British faith pledged for the maintenance 
of those terms, niatU^rs might be amicably adjusted. 

“ Under these circiinistauees .1 can perceive no advantage from Kasim 
Ali as Amil, nor is any loss or inconvenience likely to result from truns- 
ferring the management of the country iroin his hands at this period of 
the year, excepting perhaps ;i little difficulty in adjusting his accounts. 
Tlie net revenue which according to his agreement with the Vizier he 
would have to pay in the whole year amounts to little over two lacs and 
a half of rupees. I should hope that under ^mur management a much 

• Tho comploto correspondence between Henry Wellesley and the Governor General 
in Council exists in tho Imperial record room at Calcutta. This, together with the 
records in tho record rooms at Allahabad and Gorakhpur, contains material for a 
complete account of Henry Wcllosloy’a administration. 

The only account which has so for appeared in print is the outline in volume I, 
Part II of tho Journal of the United Prcwiiu'QS Hutorical ifocieiy. 
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larger sum might bo realised, and certainly much confusion and alarm 
and perhaps bloodshed may be prevented by a clear explanation of the 
equitable principles of the British system of revenue. 

You will therefore consider this as an official notification to you to 
assume the exclusive management of the province of Gorakhpur and you 
will take such measures as eppear to you best calculated to give confi- 
deuce to the inhabitants and improve the resources of that province. It 
is my intention immediately to write to the Resident at Lucknow direct¬ 
ing him to dismiss the Amil of Gorakhpur. With respect to Khairagarh 
I have reason to believe that the profits of the Amil are more than 
double his agreement with the Nabob. I must leave it however to your 
judgment to determine whether advantage is likely to result from the 
immediat(i removal of tlie Amil or whether it will be more prudent to 
contiuue him in his district according to his a.gre(,"raeiit with the Vizier 
until the end of the present fussily year.” 

This is f('llowed by a letter, dated L2th Deeomber. 1801, signed by 
Henry Wellesley, giving a statement of the revenue of the district accord¬ 
ing to the statements of the officers of the Nawab Vizier and issuing 
instructions to tlie Collector as to his procedure. 

As regards the revenue, the following are the figures given :— 

“ Items v;omposing th(3 revenue of the undermentioned districts :— 


Ks ;j. p. 


Gorukhpur and BiitAv.il 



.. 0,18,030 

1 

ir 

3 


Rg, 

a. 

P- 



'tax on bhoep inarkin.'.; kulla daghoe 

701 

0 

0 



Tax on weights Sang WLi/.no',) 

.1,127 

0 

0 



(.histonis 

.. (),4i)4 

1 

0 



Cliundergorleo added to the jnma .. 

0.70 

0 

0 8,940 

J 





0,27,770 

2 


Duluctiou'^ — 






Nankar 

72,077 

1 

3 



Kj/iOeiiali 

.. 4,028 

9 

0 77,715 

10 

3 

Luc 

•know, Sieca Rupees 


.. 5,t:>,854 

8 

0 

Jama at which it w;i,s ceded by the N 

awjib— 





Gor.iklipur 

.. 


.. 5,09,853 

8 

0 

Ratw.il 

Nawabganj Rhoilly— 



.. 40,001 

0 

0 

Md] 

92,5.71 

0 

0 



Nu/,rannAh 

7,000 

0 

0 




1,00,551 

0 

0 



Villages added to the jama 

Deductions — 

Rozeenah 

19,570 

0 

0 1,20,121 

0 

0 



8S4 

4 

0 


Jama at which it was ceded by the Nalx^b Vizier. -— — 

Lucknow, Sicca Kupcos . 1,19,242 12 0 
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Aziaoghui' 

Slier and Mai of Mownaut Buu jun.. 
CusLoms 
Sheep-marking 
Tax on weights 
Deductions— 


Bs. a. p. Es. a. p. 
7,69,774 10 G 
11,060 1 9 
3.564 8 3 

701 0 0 

1,173 0 0 7,86,269 4 0 


Nankar 

Muafy 

Rozeenah 

Jama at which it was coded by tho Nawab Vizier 
Mohoul, with the exception of the talook of Ariwal 
Kairaghur .. 


82,122 9 6 
4,922 0 0 
3,600 3 6 

.. 6,95,624 7 6 
1,08,378 4 0 
.. 2 , 10,001 0 0 


Koutledgc had also to report on— 

1. Dates of kists and whether any sub-Ami Is existed. 

2. Amount of allowances paid to Aniils. 

Ik State of collections of sayar, customs, etc. 

4. State of cultivation and population. 

5. iNaturo of existing engagements between tho amils and zamindars 

or farmers. 


0. The situation of the kanungoes. 

7. State of police in the district. 

8. Number of troops and their cost. 

9. Extent to which the troops might safely bo reduced. 

10. The estal)li.shment of native officers required by Routledge. 

11. Situation of Sudder Kutcherry ; this to be centrical and conven¬ 

ient fur remittance of treasure. 

12. Account of trade, manufactures, exports, and imports, means of 

improving the revenue and a st-atement of the revenue which 
might be expected after improvement. 


Houtledgc was to avoid any sudden encroachment on the ancient 
usages of the natives and tro jiotily that within the current year no 
demand would be made beyond that already engaged to bo paid. 


Khairaghar did not remain long under the charge of Routledge. On 
the 17th of January, 1802 Wellesley wrote saying that Mr. Richard 
Ahmiity, Collector of Allahabad, had been directed to proceed to 
Khairaghar to settle it as it was at so great a distance from Gorakhpur. 

Among the more important letters of this series is one setting forth 
the proclamation relating to the first triennial settlement to take effect 
from September, 1802, and issuing detailed instructions to tahsildars, 
amins, etc., in connection with the settlement. 

Other subjects dealt with in this correspondence are the duties and 
powers of tahsildars, the police, the administration of Law and Justice, 
detailed instructions being given for the conduct of Civil and Criminal 
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Court work, the establishments of the Jii lge, Magistrate, Mafti aurl 
Collector, trade and customs revenue, coinage, roads, duties on timber, 
court fees, takavi, a regulation for a tax on intoxicating liquor and drugs, 
sayar duties, fair at Hardwiir, pensions, payment of witnesses, gratuity 
to prisoners released from imprisonment of six months or longer, military 
bazars, tahsildars, and sebnndies. 

This series contains the proclamation of lOtli Noveml er, 1802 estab¬ 
lishing “ a monopoly of the article of salt within the Ceded Provinces 
including Farnikhahad))y virtue of which no foreign salt was to he 
imported a^fter 1st December, 1802, a letter relating to the appointment 
of Mr. Swinton as superintendent of saltpetre manuracturo in the 
Ceded Provinces, the Re;.:ulation of 6th February, 1802, regarding the 
payment of pensions claimed to have been sanctioned l\y the Nawab 
Vizier, and one or two interesting letters from the Court of Bareilly 
complaining of the judicial methods of Koutledge who was /judge, 
Magistrate, and Collector, and issuing instrucfcioiw for his guidance and 
that of his mafti. 

The other miscellaneous records arc of little value. 

Proceedings ok the Board ok Kevenue. 

(Vide section 5 of this chaptor on indioos to pi’oonodings.) 

Series /.—rroceedings of the Board of Revnnii'i at Fort William in 
• Bengal, 1803 to 1807, 36 voiamts. 

(This series cos ers period C in the note on the History of the Jk)ard of 
Revenue.) 

This Board consisted in the first instaiH!o of G. W. Barlow, president, 
Thomas Graham, R. W. Cox, and J. Davis. 

The early pages of the first volume havc^ the margins eaten by insects 
and are torn. The first volume is written on paper with water-mark 
bearing tlie date 1801. 

These proceedings are most valuable. From them it is possible to 
compile a detailed account of the early history of the districts of the 
Ceded Provinces and a history, from the time when they first came under 
British administration, of the districts of Saharanpur (including Meerut, 
Muzaffarnagar, and Bulandshahr), Aligarh, Agra, and Bundelkhaiid. 

The first proceeding of this Board is dated the iSth M.irch, 1803. 

The Board of Revenue at Fort William kept its proceedings relating 
to the Ceded and Conquered Provinces and the district of Cuttack 
separate from those of tlie rest of its jurisdiction. It is this separated 
portion which forms the present series. This series docs not cover the 
Province of Benares. The proceedings of the Board relating to that 
piovince prior to 1809 are at Calcutta. 

10 
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The persons with whom the Board corresponded in 1803 were the 
Secretaries to Govcfnnient,* the Governor Geuerjil in Council, the Civil 
Auditor, Mr. Leslie, the Agent to the Governor General at Farrukhabad, 
and the Collectors of Moradabad, Bareilly, .Cawnpore, Allahabad, and 
Gorakhpur. After the Conquered Provinces were placed under the Board 
in 1805 the number of officers with whom the Board corresponded was 
greatly increased. 

At the lime the Board as-jumed charge of the revenue administration 
of the Cetlid Provinces-j* the triennial settlement for the Fasli years 
1210 —12 had not expired. 

The earlier proceedings contain a good deal of corresj)()ndei]ce 
regarding the balances duo from the Nawab Vizier’s Ainils, revision of 
revenue, farming of estates, manag(‘ment of r'states of which the proprie¬ 
tors were incapacitated, damage to crops, and takavi, the monsoon of 1803 
being unsatisfactory. 

Wliihi the Boaid was admiiiisteiing the Ceded Provinces, Lord Lake 
was wa^q’ng war against the Mahrattas and ac(jiiiring fresh territories for 
the Company. In October, 1803, Leyce^ter Collector of Moradabad, was 
directed to settle and collect the icvenue of the district in the “ Doab 
conquered from Daulat, Baow Sendhia by the British aims.” Leycester 
was directed to make a summary settlement foj' the Fasli year 1211 
(ecjiials ISOtfOd). This trac.t came to be known as the Saharanpar 
district. Leycester was given an assistant, G. 1). Guthrie, who condiKitcd 
the settlement. 

in 1 )ecember, 1803, Sindhia signed a treaty by which he made over 
to the (company tdie above-mentioned tract of territory together with 
other laud which became the Agra and Aligarh districts. Tliese newly- 
acquired territoi’ies were styled the Cemjuered Provinces. 

In 1804 the ])roviiice of Bundelkhand was ceded to the Company by 
the Pii.sbwa. 

On August the 1st, 1804, the Governor (;!eneral appointed Collectors 
and Judges and Magistrates to the now dislriigs, but owing to the 
distuidx'd state of the country this order was not put into force imme¬ 
diately. OuiPrie, how'cver, who was already acting- as Assi.stant to 

♦ VVlien tin' (Jc ii r the Cec^etl Proviuccs na : bolialiofl in ibOi a separate 

Secretary to the G( veruuiciit ior the .‘'.tiairs of the t^oclcvl Provinces nv:is appointed In 
ISO-l thin (.nicer hecamo St'cretr.ry for the aflf.iirs of the Ctj<3o{I anef CjnLju(^r(Hl ProviDces. 

In July, 1806, this Sccr.-tary \v;-s alxjliishod ;in(l the Hoard hud then to cor espond wjth the 
Revenue and Judioiul Sc’C’ctary to Gcverninont. 

t Se.cti m 18 of K(JpulHtion XXV oi ISOS vested in the Board cf Revenue “ the 
superintondencu ol the !dement and collection of the public revenue payable from t he 
lands and of all other duties committed to the Collectors.” 
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Loycester, was given a separate cliarge and styled Collector of Saharan- 
pur from August, 1804. 

Go December the 27Lh, 1804, the Governor General in Council 
decided that the newly-acquired territory was sulliidently quiet to justify 
the immediate introduction of a system (i administration siiinlur to that 
existing in the Ceded Provinces. 

There is in the proceedings of Iho Hoard ^consultation of the 14th 
December, 1804) an order of GovernnivMii, which pra.(!iically forms a eoasti- 
tutiori for the districts of the Conquered Provinces and Jhmdelkhand. 
This order runs All the Civil Offi<-.ers appointed to the management of 
the zilla of Aligarh, of the Northern and Southern division of the zilla 
of SahaTanpur, of the zilla of Agra, on tlii' right bank of the livan* Jumna, 
and of the zilla of Duudelkhand have been directed to p"ro(H'ed 
to tlieir respective stations with all possible (expedition. His Excellency 
the Commauder-iii-Chief has b(;cn re(|uesl.e<l lo issue th(> ne 'essary iii- 
strucLioiis to the olhcers at present in charge of the zillas eompi ising the 
Corj(|ueied Provinces in the Doab and of the zilla of Agra to deliver 
ovi.r the same to the otiic-ers who have been appointed thereto according 
to the divisions which the Governor General has (letermiried for those 
zillas. ” 

The ordei* goes on to say that it is intended to introduce the laws 
and rc'gulations in force in the Ceded Provinces into the new territory; 
meanwhile the Civil Offi(;ers of those zillas should I’egiilate (heir conduct 
acc-ording to the spirit and principles of the regulations in foriie. 

The zilla of Saharanpur ineluded roughly the present districts of 
Meerut, Dulaiidshahr, and Muzafifarnagar. The Government considered 
that one Collector would suJicc for this territory, but, on account of the 
importanca^ of introducing an efficient system of police in the Upper Doab 
towards Saharanpur and Ilardwar with a view to chocking the predatory 
habits pj evaleiiti among tiie inhabitants ol that part of the rountry and 
of preventing the tranquillity of the upper part of the Doab Irora being 
disturbed by the turbulent and restless race of people inhabiting the 
country on tin' right bank of the river Jumna in its vicinity, it was 
deemed expedient as a temporary measure to establish two zilla courts 
of justice in the Saharanpur district. 

The zillas of the Conquered Provinces were placed under the Court 
of Appeal and Circuit for the Ceded Provinces, the denomination of the 
court being changed to that of Court ol Appeal of Circuit for tbo 
Division of Bareilly. At the same time the zillas of Gorakhpur and 
Allahabad were transferrad to the Court for the Division of Benares. 
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From December, 1804 the Board of Revenue began to correspond 
with the Collectors of Agra, Aligarh, and Saharanpur and the Commis¬ 
sioners in Bundelkhand. 

In Decomher, 1805 the post of Agent to the Governor General at 
Farrukhabad was abolished. His duties in the Political Department 
were transferred to the Judge and Magistrate and Government enquired 
whether it was necessary to appoint a separate Collector or whether 
the duties of the Collector could not be distributed between the Col¬ 
lectors of Aligarh and Eta»vah. While this point was being decided the 
Agent was styled Acting Collector. It was found not feasible to do away 
with the Collector, so a permanent one was appointed for Farrukhabad. 

In April, 1805 the district of Cuttack was placed under the Board of 
Revenue at Fort William. This was handed over to that part of the 
Board having jurisdiction in the Ceded and Conquered Provinces. Thus 
it is that correspondence relating to Cuttack occurs in the present series 
of proceedings from April, 1805 onwards. 

On tlio lOlh August, 1805 the Secretary to Government in the Re¬ 
venue department asked the Board of Revenue to inform the .Collector 
of Cutta(dv that a regulation would shortly be passed respecting the 
settlement and collection of the public revenue in the province of 
Cuttack, and that in the meantime the Collector would be guided by the 
proclamation for the settlement of the Ceded Provinces issued by the 
Board of Commissioners under date 15th December, 1802, and by any 
supplenuiiitary instruct ions which might have been given by the Com¬ 
missioners to the (collectors. 

The Board’s records cemtain the following fnets regarding the land 
revenue of the district of Cuttack from October, 1803 to April, 1805, 
inclusive. 

Sicca Rs. 

Jaiiiri. or liiiid assesstiiont of tho district of (,’iittack from October, 

IHOM fo A[)i il, iF05, inclusive .. .. .. 18,43,431 

Col IccLn us under this a.sscssiiicnt .. .. .. 14,94,307 

llalaiicc at ibe cud of April, 18C5 .. 3,49,124 

Gross receipts of land revenue and sayar, etc , from October, 1803 to 


April, 1805, inclusive, viz.;— 

Rs. 

Lnud rovonue .. .. .. •• .. 14,94,307 

Surplus collections or revenue of lands not included in the jama .. 621 

Abkari, including t(iddy and drugs .. 5,972 

Saycr, exclusive of abkari .. •» 19,893 

Grain batti and sale of bullookF, etc. «• •• .. C22 


ft ft 


Total Collection 


15,21,415 
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Charges from October, 1803 to April, 1805 inclusive, viz. :— 


Sicoa Bs. 

General charges .. .. .. .. 3,1'9,509 

Poolbimdy .. .. .. .. ‘22,961 

Ppiisions, stipends, and charitable allowancci ..57 261 

Total .. 4,79,7f^l 

Net receipts after deducting charges .. 10,41,684 


The Board’s records are so voluminous that it is impossible in the 
space of this handbook to give anything like a complete account of their 
contents. 

The duties of the Board were multifarious. Every jbranch of the 
administration dealing with revimue or having any connection, no matter 
how remote, with it came within the compass of the Board’s activities. 
The settlement and collection of the land revenue naturally formed the 
most important branch of their work and the greater part of the proceed¬ 
ings appertain to these matters. 

When the Board of Revenue took over the adininistration of the 
Ceded Provinces the first triennial sottlement had been made ; notwith¬ 
standing this th(! present series contains much correspondence regarding 
it. Tlie procedure in making the settlement was that the Collector 
submitted his proposals to the Board, the Board forwarded these to the 
Government with their remarks, and the Governor General in Council 
sanctioiK d the proposals, with or without modifications as the case might 
be. This IS illustrated by the report of the Board of Commissioners, 
dated the 20th September, 1803, to the Government, relating to the settle¬ 
ment of Khairagarh made by the Collector of Allahabad. On the 29th 
Deceml^er, 1803 the Secretary to the Government authorised the Board 
to inslruc’t the Collector to conclude the settlement on the terms recom¬ 
mended by (he Board. 

As regards the results of the first triennial settlement of the Ceded 
Provinces, the Board’s records show that the total assessment for the 
province wasRs. 1,42,50,140. Of this, over 24 lakhs remained uncollected 
at the end of the revenue year 1803-4. 

The following are the district figures for the Fasli year 1211 :_ 

Ks. a. p. 

Allahabad .. .. _ 29,62,119 0 0 

Farrukhabad .. .. .. .. 10 30,504 8 0 

Gorakhpur .. .. .. 17,13,366 8 3 

Gawnporo .. .. 80,53,900 13 3 

Moradabad .. .. .. _ 22,19,008 0 9 

For the year 1804-05 the total demand was Rs. 1,52,07,76*6, of which 
Rs, 25,70,969 remained uncollected at the cud of the year. The Board’* 
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records give the actual collections for each district for the Fasli years 
1210, 1211, and 1212. 

As ch>! above figures will .show, the collection of the land revenue in 
those d'lys was oft ui a matter of considerable difnculty because the 
settlements were made in a very summary manner by the Colhajtors who 
had very little local experience. From tins it follows that there is a 
great deal of correspondence about rcveiine balances. Some details of 
the.SL^ in the case of the Gorakhpur district arc given in the account of 
the records of that district. 

The Tahsildar was the ofncial to whom the collection of land revenue 
was entrusted. Ilis position was originally very diffiTont to what it is 
to-day, and there is in the earlier series of the Boai-d’s records much 
correspondence about the stains, duties, and remuneration of that officer. 

Ill duly, 1805 the Board of Commissioners issued to all Collectors a 
copy of a letter from the Secretary to the Govornmout of India declar¬ 
ing the iJi'asildari system established in the Provirn^o of Benares to 1)0 
applicable to the Talisildars employed in the Ceded and Conquered 
Provinces, 

The 'Tahsildar was not paid a fixed salary but received a commission 
oi’about 10 per cent, on his g]',)ss collections and was liable for all 
balances of the revenue wliieh he could not collect, unless he could shew 
that, in- was not to blame. This j-ule caused the Tahsildar to he a hard 
task-master, lie Ibund it nectissary to make landlords give security 
for the 1 ‘ent, otherwise they roa])e.l the crop and declined to pay the 
revenue. If any landholder failed to furnish security the Tahsildar was 
pei niittcd to pbice saJianas or watchmen over the cro]) at the expense of 
the landlords. This charge was known as mha7i(i(ji. Tlie Tahsildar had 
also power to report to the Colbe'tor failure to ])ay the revenue and the 
Ccllecim-to apply to the Ju(lg<! to keep the defaulters in j,ii) until all 
claims against tliem were sati>fied- ]\1(':inwliil(* the Collertor, or the 
Tahsildar, it’ so empowered by ihe (’ollee.ior, could distrain ihe movable 
property of tlu' defaulter or attach the esii.te of the defaulter or his 
sureties. Each Tahsildar lied to furnish security. The method of 
paying ilio Tahsildar made him an exceedingly wealthy and impjortaiit 
person. Mores)V(U’ ho was also police officer, and, as such, subordinate 
not 1,0 the Collector hub to the Magistrate. Before long reports of abuse 
by dbilisiidars of their power reached the Government. Consequently, on 
the 26th September, 1805 Goverjiiueiit asked the Board of Commis.siormrs 
whether tlu^ services ef the Talisildars could not be dispensed with in 
the Ceded Provinces and the public revenue bo received by the Collector 
immediately from the zamiudara and farmers, or, in cases of necessity, 
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through the medium of Tuhsildars im the looting of the Tahsihlars of 
Bengal and Bihar. 

MowSt of the Collectors in the Ceded Provinces appear to have been 
opposed to the change, but the Nizamat Ada.vlut were in favour of 
the proposal. In consequence the Government ^\Tote to ihe Board of 
Kevenue on the 30th January, USOtj, requesting them to call on the 
Collectors in the Ceded and Conquered Provinces to furnish a statement 
of the estaUishmemii 'which it would he necessary to employ for tlio 
receipt of the portion of the public revenue which could not con¬ 
veniently be paid dii e/.t into the treasury of the Collector, on the prin¬ 
ciple of the Tahsildars in the provinces of Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa. 

Regulation XXI of BSOh enacted that whenever any of the present 
Tahsildars in the Piovinee of B.nares or the Cede<i and Conquered Pro¬ 
vinces died resigned, (»r were di.-.mis.^ed, their suei^essors should bo 
appointed on a fixed personal salary with a lixed eslahlishment. 

There is alsc much correspondence about kanungos. (Some account 
of the eorresponde/ice on this subject hofween the Board of Revenue 
and the Collector of Gorakhpur is given in tiir aci'Diuit of the records of 
that district ) Kanungos wm'c paid by the grant ol rent-lroe lands, 
Mr. B. A\ imiity, Collector of Allahabad, wrote to the Boaid of Revenue ; 
'• I have noo yet been able to asc rtaiii the exact extent of the niuafi 
lands enjoyed by the kanungos in virtue of their offices, hut it a[)p ars 
evident that the ryo(< and zamiiidars willingly grant lo the kanungos of 
their respective villages from I to 2 rupee.s each village pei' annum. 
The kanungos are all zamindars or landholders themselves and the 
naitkar they receive does not appear to have been granted in consider¬ 
ation of their offices but oji account of the allowance denominated 
‘ zamindari Malikana, ’ exclusive of which they receive no other allow¬ 
ances from Goveriirneut. ” 

Most of the kanungos appear to have been of very little use and 
the Board had to endeavour to set the system on a sound basis. Even¬ 
tually Regulation IV of 1808 was passed providing for the appointment, 
pay, and duties of kanungos. 

There is a good deal of correspondence about mirdahas. These existed 
in some districts, but not in others. Thus the Collector of Allahabad 
informed the Board that the oflSce of inirdaha did not exist in his 
district ; the muharrirs of the kanungos and patwaris took his place and 
kept the detailed accounts of the ryots. 

The Collector of Bareilly wrote : “ The office of mirdaha is said to be 
df very anicient date, and though I have no means of ascertaining the 
origin of the institution, it would appear to have been continued under 
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the former Government conformably to the local usage of the province, 
considered as an established office of the Government and tlie expenses 
attending it admitted in the public accounts of the Amils. As I consider 
the mirdahas to be very useful officers I recommend their being continued 
at the expense of Government.*’ 

Another official about whom the Board was concerned was the chau- 
dhari. The Collector of Bareilly wrote on the 16th March. 1804 : The 
duties performed by chaudharis have been of the same nature with that 
of the kanungos, the distinction between the two appointments being 
merely nominal. The designation of chaudhari appears to have been 
considered in the light of an honorary title conferred in former days 
by royal authority to the ancestors of those now holding it, so I recom¬ 
mend the future employment of chaudharis.” 

As we have seen, the orders regarding the formation of the first 
triennial settlement had already been issued when the Board took over 
the administration of the Ceded Provinces. This Board however had to 
superintend the first and second annual settlement of the Conquered 
Provinces and the se !ond triennial settlement of both the Ceded and 
Conquered Provinces (vide the note on liistory of the settlement). There 
is naturally very much correspondence regarding these various settle¬ 
ments. 

Amoug the more important letters in this series is one bearing the 
date March the 22nd, 1805, written by the Board to the Governor General 
in Council, in the course of which the Board say : ‘‘It appears to us 
that the mode iu which the Collectors are to proceed for the purpose 
of obtaining the information retiuisibe to enable them to conclude 
the next settlement is prescribed at the commencement of Kegulation 
XXIX of 1808. As the current Fasli year, therefore, is considerably 
advanced, it appears to us that it would be proper to call the 
attention of the several Collectors to the rule above alluded to, in order 
that they may be prepared to adjust the settlement as soon after 
the expiration of the current year as possible. In addition to the 
papers which the Collectors may require from the patwaris, we propose 
to instruct them to require reports upou the produce of the several 
mahals from the kanungos and tahsildars or such other information as 
they may deem nccessury. The information to be obtained in such manner 
we consider will be sufficient in general to enable the Collectors to adjust 
the settlement according to the rules prescribed for that purpose, but the 
deputation of amins (for measuring lands) appears to us inexpedient and 
objectionable.” 

In the course of their reply, dated the 22nd April, 1805, the Govern¬ 
ment wrote : “ His Excellency in Council has been pleased to determine 
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that the rules prescribed in the second clause of the proclamation issued by 
the Hon’ble the late Lieutcnant-Goveruor and Board of Commissioners 
for the affairs of the provinces ceded to the Honourable Company by His 
Excellency the Nawab Vizier under date the 14th of July, 1802, and 
confirmed with certain modifications by section XXIX, Regulation XXV 
of 1H03 and by section LIII, Regulation XXVII of 1^03 with respect to 
the jama to be assessed on those provinces at the approaching settlement 
for three years commencing with the year 1213 Fasli, shall be n scinded 
and that the settlemiuit for the ensuing three years shall be made under 
the following rules and regulations :— 

“In all instances in which the zamindars or other landholders or 
farmers in the Ceded Provinces, with whom the settlement for three 
years commencing with the year I'JlO Fasli was concluded or with whom a 
settlement may have been concluded at any time during that period, shall 
have fulfilled tlieir engagements with tlie Britisli Government, the settle¬ 
ment of tlieir estates or farms for th(^ ensuing three years shall l;e conclu¬ 
ded with such zamindars, landholders or farmers at the same annual jama 
as was payable by Lhem under the first triennial or other settlement. 

“ All zamindars or other landholders or farmers who shall have obtained 
remission from Government on account of drought or other calamity 
shall be considered to have fulfilled their pecuniary engagements pro¬ 
vided they shall have paid the whole amount of the jama of their estates 
or farms with the exception of the amount of siicli authorised remissions. 

“In cases in which the first triennial setth^ment. may have been 
concluded at an annual increase instead of a. fixed equal annual jama 
under the orders of the Lieuteuautdifoveriior and Board of Commis¬ 
sioners, adve-rted to in clause first, section 13th of Regulation XXV of 
1803, tJie approaching triennial sottleimmt is to be concluded at the jama 
which may have been fixed for the year 1212F. 

“If an}^ zamindars or landholders or farmers of the description above- 
mentioned shall refuse to agree to the conditions prescribed in this letter, 
the settlement of the lands held by them under the first triennial or 
other settlement shall be concluded with any other persons who shall 
be willing to engage for them on the same terms and who may be compe¬ 
tent to hold them under the regulations. 

“ Nothing contained in the present orders shall be considered as affect¬ 
ing any settlements which may have been actually concluded for the 
whole or any part ef the ensuing three yeafs. Neither sliall any part of 
these orders be construed to preclude the operation of the rule prescribed 
in section 33 of Regulation XXV of 1803 under which the zamindars, 
independent talookdars and other actual proprietors of land whose lands 
have been let in farm are entitled at the expiration of the present 

11 
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settlement to be reinstated under the general regulations in the manage¬ 
ment of their estates, upon their agreeing to the payment of the assess¬ 
ment require:! from them. 

“ It is the intention of the Governor General in Council to establish a 
new silver coinage in the Ceded Provinces. The rupee to be coined is to 
be of the same weight arid-standard as the Lucknow rupee and is to be 
denominated the Lucknow rupee struck at Farrukhabad. All the engage¬ 
ments of the zaraindars, landholders, and farmers for the approaching 
triennial settlement, are to be concluded for this rup: 3 e, after deducting 
the difference of the intrinsic value between this rupee and the rupee in 
which they now pay their revenue until a sufScient number of the new 
coin shall have been introduced into circulation to admit of the revenue 
being paid in that coin. The different descriptions of rupees now in 
circulation will be received in payment of the public revenue at their 
intrinsic value compared with the intrinsic value of the new coin agree¬ 
ably to a table, which is now preparing and will be included in a Regula¬ 
tion, respuGtiug the coinage in the Ceded Provinces, which will be imme¬ 
diately published. 

“ The Governor General iu Council desires that you will immediately 
issue the nec(jssary orders to the several Collectors of Revenue in the 
Coded Provinces for the conclusion of the settlement of the revenues of 
those provinces on the principles described in this letter.” 

Wiion the secoii'i triennial settlement was eoinplcted, abstract state¬ 
ments were submitted by the Board to the Government, but only the 
covering letters and not the statements are entered in the proceed¬ 
ings. More often than not the enclosures, appendices, and statements sent 
with letters are copied iu full in the proceedings, but this is not 
invariably the case. Along with the proceedings the original corre- 
spun lonce used to be filed, but this is no longer in the Board of Revenue. 

Among the more important subjects idcalt with in this series the 
following may be mentioned :— 

Abkari revenue, changes of territories between various districts and 
the fixing of the boundaries, abolition of ganj and bazar dues in 1805 
and the substitution of town duties therefor, taxes on butchers, chapah 
tax, tax on graziers, the tax known as kirgahee (the Board thought that 
this was a tax on possession and so wished to abolish it, but enquiry 
showed that it was a tax on the house in which the weaver worked his 
loom and that the duty was of the same nature as the ground rent of 
shops, sheds, etc., which was collected under the denomination of “ par- 
jaut ”), claims to pensions and muafis, reports of Collectors taking and 
giving over charge of districts (from the Board s records it would be 
possible to compile a list of the Collectors iu the Ceded and Conquered 
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Provinces and the dates on which each assumed and gave over charge), 
establishments of Collectors, sawars for Collectors, petitions, reniittaiic :s 
of treasure, reports on the state of collection of laud revenue, hal tawjees 
or monthly reports of collections to the Board by Collectors, explanation 
of uncollected balances, processes to enforce the payment of revenue, 
sale of land for arrears of revenue,* takavi advances, takavi balances, 
claims to compensation for damage done to crops by the military, 
contingent bills of Collectors (these bills had to be passed 
by the Board, the details of the contingent bills were not copied in 
the proceedings), reports of damage to crops by hail and other 
calamities, acquisition of land for cantonments and other military 
purposes, balances of laud revenue due from the Nawabs Ainils, 
construction of markets, hackeries (as bullock cans were called in 
those days), saltpetre, nankar, remissions of revenue, appointments of 
pleaders to the zilla courts, advertisements for the sale of lands and salt. 

There is a good deal of correspondence regarding salt. K. Bathurst 
was the Superintendent of the Salt department in the Ceded Provinces 
in 1803. Salt was one of the chief of the Company’s investments, and 
there are maoy orders to Collectors on this subjcict, On the 28th of 
June, 1804, the Secretary to Government for the Ceded Provinces asked 
the Board of Revenue to issue immediate instructions to the several 
Collectors in the Ceded Provinces and to the acting Agent to the Governor 
General at Farrukhabad to disconiinue making any further advances Cor 
the purchase of foreign salt or for the purchase or manufacture of salt 
produced within the Ceded Provinces, etc. 

On the 25th of August, 1804, Regulation VI of 1894 was passed by 
the* Governor General in Council. This rescinded Regulation AXXIX 
of 1803, and relinquished the exclusive privilege reserved by Government 
of importing and selling salt in the Ceded Provinces in the Doab and on 
the right bank of the t7araum#and of manufacturing and selling salt pro¬ 
duced within these territories. 

On account of this Act Collectors were asked to ascertain the places 
where salt was formerly manufactured and to report as to the additional 
jama to which the landholders might be assessed in consequence of this 
resource being restored to them. Collectors were also asked in cases 
where they considered that mahals should bo farmed under section 15 
of the Regulation to report upon their extent and nature and the 
arrangement they concluded for the future management of them. 

Other subjects dealt with are Government brood marcs and stallions, 
pay of officials, demolition of forts, police establishment, failure of rain in 

♦Regulation XXVI of 1803 prescribes the powers and duties of the Board oI Revenue 
in connection with such sales. 
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1803 calls tor information of rainfall, sayar revenue, travelling allow¬ 
ances, bridges (an order was passed in July, 1803 discontinuing the 
levy of commission for the repairs of the roads, bridges and sarais 
which had been imposed by the Hon. Henry Wellesley and requesting 
information regarding the sums collected), duties on boats, bills of 
officers in charge of seliundy corps, temporary manag-einent of estates 
by Governmeni, payin-nts to the military department, mul'arrari tenu¬ 
res, nasmar*, f inning of estates, exp jrt of grain, commercial R sidents 
at B ’luires, IVhwi, Azimgarh, Etawah, and Bareilly, sazawals, ireasurers, 
settlemc^nt Qf land belonging to absconded and defauliing irrJguzars, 
rej)orts from the Collectors relative to the different sorts of rupees in 
circulation in iiieir disi riots, stamped paper, customs duties, the employ¬ 
ment of bark an dazes to as ist Talisildars in the collection of revenue and 
preserving the peace, supply of grain to the army, de putation of amins to 
ascertain the loss sustained on account of the invasion of Jaswant Rao 
Holkar, hhas malials, powers of peons enforcing dastaJes, report on the 
loss sustained by the predatory inenrsion of Amir Khan, prohibition of 
poppy culiivation in the Ceded Provinces, radJuiri dues, jails, qazis, 
provisioufil settlements, Resident.s at Delhi and Lucknow, potato seeds, 
waste lands, embankments, pilgrims to the temple at Jagaruath, duties 
on pilgrims resorting to Allahabad (on the 8th October, 1805 a letter 
was read by Mr. G. II. Barlow, Vice-President in Council, aiinoiiiicing 
that the collections in .Fasli 1212 on pilgrims were Rs. 18,418-2-2 as 
opposed to Rs. 20,025-2 1 in 1211. The diminution of collection was stated 
to b(‘ principally due to the small number of pilgrims from the Mahratta 
States and the exeiuptiou allowed to the R.aja of Rewah from the payment 
of the duties. The cost of the monthly estabiishmeut employed for the 
collection of this duty was Ks. 203 per mensem), Fariukhabad mint 
(the Board of Commissioners exercised supervision over this mint), 
Arcot ruj)et:s and other coins, cultivation of •.waste lands, temporary daks, 
defaulters in confinement for arrears of revenue, charges ag.unst Govern¬ 
ment servants, nazul property, allowances for feeding peacocks and 
monkeys, cost of suits to which Government was a party and dacoits. 

Pensions and other-grants to non-officials in the Coded Provinces are 
regulated by Regulation XXIV of 1803. The Collector had the power 
to decide on claims up to the value of 100 sicca rupees a year subject 
to a first appeal to the Board of Revenue and a second appeal to the 
Governor General in Council. In such cases Collectors had to submit 
a monthly abstract of their proceedings to the Board of Revenue. In cases 
of claims to sums in excess of Rs. 100 per mensem the Collectors had to 
submit theiiyproceedings with their opinion to the Board, who reported 
the cases, with their sentiments, to the Governor General in Council. 
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Tliere is in the proceedings much correspondence relating to such 
claims. 

Regulation III of 1803 constituted the Board of Revenue, a Court of 
Wards for the superintendence of the persons and estates of persons 
disqualified for the management of their own lands. 

There is embodied in the proceedings much correspondence between 
the Government, the Board, and various Collectors relating to the estates 
under the management of the Court of Wards. 

Series TJ.—The Proceedings of the Board of Commissioners in the 
Ceded and Conquered Provmces in 1807—178 folio volumes. 

(This series covers period D in the note on the History of the Board 
of Revenue.) 

The first proceeding of this Board is dated Cawnpore, l7th Septem¬ 
ber, 1807, Messrs. W. R. Cox and H. St. G. Tucker, Members, and 
Mr. J. W. Sherer, Secretary, being present, and the last proceeding (which 
unfortunately is not quite complete) is dated Camp Chuppar, zilla 
Saharanpur, 10th April, 1822, with Messrs. A. Rose and W. Fraser 
as Commissioners. At various times its members included Sir P). Cole- 
brooke, Bart., Messrs. J. Deane and W. H. Trant, and among its Secre¬ 
taries was Mr. H. Newnham. 

Sir William Hunter says of the Board of Commissioners, “their 
proceedings arc crowded with valuable statistical accounts of the various 
districts. Settlement reports with admirable letters fiom the ablest 
pens in the service turn up every now and then, and although the Com¬ 
missioners of those days worked a good deal in the dark,* as compared 
with later settlement officers who have succeeded to and improved 
upon their early labours, yet every page has about it that feeling 
of reality and lively pictorial force which bedong to work done by men 
whose minds were full of one subject and done by them on the spot. ” 

This Board used to tour through the provinces and when on tour 
was accompanied by about 1,500 followers. On December 1st, 1809, the 
Board issued the following :— 

List of sundry articles of consumption required for each day for the 
camp, cattle J etc., belonging to the Board of Commissioners, 


Attah 


... 

■ 32 

maunds. 

Do. coarse sort 


• • • 

18 

do. 

Rice 


••• 

5 

do. 

Firewood ... 

• . . 

... 

80 

do. 

Dali 


.. • 

9 

do. 

Ghee 



5 

do. 


The li^ad had not been surveyed. 
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Salt 


u 

maunds. 

Oil 

• • • 

2} 

do. 

Earthen pots, etc. 




Fowls 


50 


Kids 

... 

10 


Sheep 

... 

3 


Eggs 

. .M 

400 


Milk 

... 

... maunds. 

Gram for horses 


35 

do. 

Straw 

... 

150 gultahs. 

Bhoosa 

... 

400 maiinds. 

Chubena ... 

... 

2i 

do. 

Brown sugar 

... 

2 

do 

Grass 

... 

150 bundles. 


From the Note on the History of the Board of Revenue it will be S(*en 
that this series falls into four parts corresponding with changes in the 
Board’s jurisdiction 

Part I covers the period December I7th, 1807 bo March 1st, 1809, 
wl\en the Board had jurisdiction only in the Ceded and Con¬ 
quered Provinces. 

Part II relates to the period March 1st, 1809 to Februiry 1st, 1816, 
when the Province of Benares was included in its jurisdicjlion. 

Part III covers the period February 1st, 1816 to March 1st, 1819, 
when th( Board ceased to exercise control over the Province of 
Benares, but had jurisdiciion over the whole of the Coded and 
Conquered Provinces. 

Part IV covers the remaining period of the Board’s existence when 
its control extended to all parts of the Ceded and Conquered 
Provinces except “ the districts of Gorakhpur.” 

Part I--1807-1809. 

As has been noted in the outline of the history of the settlements 
in the Province of Agra, the question of making the current settlement 
permanent came up before this Board. There is much correspondence 
between the Government, the Board, and the various Collectors on this 
subject, some of which has been printed in Selections from Revenue 
Records, North-West Provinces. The Collectors were unanimous in 
opposing the measure and they succeeded in converting the original 
Commissioners, and each successive Commissioner, to their view. One 
of the reasons given by the Collectors was the unreliability of the 
accounts of the kanungos and patwaris. In Coel the patwaris made out 
that the produce of the land was less than the assessment. The Board 
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could only advise the Collectors to do their best with the eiisting 
material. The most important function of this Board was to supervise 
the third settlement which was the first to be carried out by Collectors 
in person. 

Another subject about which there is much correspondence is the 
sale of land for arrears of revenue. In 1808 the Board pointed out to 
the Government the large number of landholders in the Allahabad 
district who had !)een ousted from their lands. Thus arose the question 
of devising a method for preventing sales for arrears of revenue, or, at 
any rate, diminishing their number. The Board circularised Collec¬ 
tors on this subject. This circular and the replies of the various Collectors 
are contained in this series. 

There is in this series a good deal of correspondence on the results of 
Regulation XXI of 1806. 

Many Collectors objected to the Regulation ; thus on 5th June, 1808 
Mr. C. Lloyd, Collector of Moradahad, said that his experience in two 
districts led him to think that the abuses attributed to Tahsildars had 
been greatly exaggerated, “We should ” he wrote “ be careful to dis¬ 
tinguish between bad Tahsildars and the system.'’ He thought that 
the sudden change in the tahsildari system would endanger the security 
of the laud revenue. 

On 30th June, 1808, the Board ordered “ the immediate removal of all 
the present Tahsildars from office, allowing them commission at the rate 
hitherto cntablished on the whole of the collections on account of the 
current Fasli year.” At the same time the Board said that there was 
no objection to re-appoinlirig on fixed salaries Tahsildars who had 
conducted themselves with integrity and propriety and requested each 
Collector to submit a list of such men, 

Althougii the police were not subject to the control of the Board of 
Commissioners, the proceedings of the Board contain much correspondence 
regarding the police, more especially their remuneratio j. In this con¬ 
nection mention may be made of a letter, dated the 13th August, 1808, 
written by the Boar I to the Govi;rnment. 

The Board of Commissioners had control of the mints situated within 
their jurisdiction. In October, 1818, the Board describe the method of 
coining rupees at the Farrukhabad mint and give an account of the 
staff employed and suggest the introduction of new machinery. 

There is also correspondence regarding the circulation of coinage. 

The following is a list of some of the more important subjects dealt 
with in these proceedings :— 

Allowances, travelling, Kazis’, Mirdahas’, etc, 
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Abkari shops, statement of, Abkari duty, commission paid on the 
collection of 
. Amins. 

Appointments. 

Applications. 

Accounts, treasury, tauzi 
Advertisements. 

Artillery practice, ground for 
Arrears of land revenue, remarks upon 
Arrivals, reports of 
Assessments of land revenue. 

Balances of land ri;vcnue, remission of, recovery of, cause of out¬ 
standing, explanation ol“ inefficient balance. 

Ban(U. 

Bazars, military 
Batta on rupees. 

Bread, distress of the o'r'cers and Europeans from the want of 

Buildings, military, erection of 

Barkandazes. 

Butwal, zamindari of 

Boundaries of districts, proposals for their change 
Claim, of Ohait Singh, etc. 

Charge, giving and taking over 
Colkiction charges. 

Culcherries, removal of 
Chaudharis, claims of 
Coiitingont bills. 

Coin, new Farrukhabad 
Currency, now 
Cabuliats and Pattas. 

Drought. (Numerous documents relate to this subject.) 

Deaths. 

Drugs, intoxicating, sale of 
Damage done by marching troops. 

Daroghas, suspension of 

Dewan, of Cawnporc, of Gorakhpur. 

Estates, farming of, confiscation of, minors’ estates, khas estates. 
Establishments. 

Expenditure, sanction to 
Estimates. 

Elephants. 

Engagements of farmers. 
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Escorts, BoarcVs 
Fine.^'. 

Forgeries. 

Forms. 

Gazette, Calcutta 
Guards, reduction of 
Hail storms. 

Inundation, loss sustained by 
Interpretations of Regulations. 

Investigations. 

Invalids, European 

Jagir of Bhaza Bhai, the daughter of Ho Ik a r. 

daina, Wasil Baki 

Jails. 

J Jingle Bara Pa tt as. 

Kanungos, lists of, sanads of, claims of, alterat ions in the system of 
Liquor, sale of shops, checking of liquor consiimpl ion. 

L.ind, statement of, rent fi’ce, for .sale, sah^ of for arrears of revenue 
and in satisfaction ot decrees of courts, advertisement of, 
lands forfeited to Government, compensation for lands, state¬ 
ment of lauds paying revenue an<l waste hinds capable and 
incapable of cultivation, lands included in cantonments. 

Licences, rates of, stamped 
Leave of absence. 

Leases to farmers, removal o| 

Mahals, sale of for arrears of re venue, khas luahals. 

Minors, Tnainteiiauce of 
Manda, estate of 
Mirdahas. 

Mai ikana. 

Measure, change of laml 

Medical men for military department. 

Measurement of lands. 

Mnafis. 

Nankar, claims to 
Nazirs, nomination of' 

Notes, hank 
Opium. 

Petitions. (Much correspondence on petitions.) 

Partition of inahals. 

Pensions. 

Pilgrim tax. 


12 
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Property, sale of in satisfaction of decrees of court. Naziil and 
escheated property, account of 

Patwaris and other account?. 

Potato seed, Collector of Bchar to be supplied with 
Peons, badges for 
Rahdari duties. 

Remittances. 

Remissions. 

Rewards for tigers (skins, heads and claws to be produced). 

Rent, ground, collection of 

Rupees, Lucknow, short weight, of sorts, exchange of rupees. 
Residents, commercial, assignments in favour of 
Rights, of farmers and zamiudars, proprietary 
Records. 

Resources of parganas and districts, estimates and staternonts of 
Resignations of officials. 

Revemio, defalcations in, recovery of arrears of 
Sanads. 

Settlement, pei'man(‘rit, sentiments on, re-settiement. 

Securities. 

Sowars. 

Salary. 

Statements. 

Sto( 3 k belonging to the Ilon’hlc Company, proceeds of the sale of 

Stud, (.lompan 3 ^’s 

Suits. 

Stamp duties. 

Sheristadars and their naibs, nominations of 

Saltpetre, provision of, under the commercial resident at Azain- 
garh. 

Tahsildars, nomination of, suspension of; instructions to, qualifica¬ 
tions of, list of 

Town duties. 

Talbana. 

Tak.avi advances. 

Tari, tax on, sale of 
Tents. 

Toddy, duty on 
Treasuries, state of 
Thefts. 

Villages, cession of 



( 75 ) 


Vakils, Goveramont 

Weather report. 

ZatiiiIldars, resignation of, contumacy of 

Part 11—1800-1816. 

In 1809 the province of Benares was transferred from the Board "of 
Revenue at Fort William to the Board of Commissioners. 

As Benares was permanently settled the functions of the Board 
were different in this province and their proceedings witc recorded 
separately. 

PrcHieedirifjs in the Cadg'd and Conqm^red Froviricff.s, — In 1810 the 
Board h id to report on the third settlement ol each district. They were 
of opinion that the settlements of North Saliaranpiir and Gorakhpur 
should not be made p, rmaneiit because there' was in eie h of those districts 
a large quantity of waste larid. In 1811 the Court of Directors dis¬ 
allowed the permanence of ail the settlements and ordered that the 
revenues ol lla*, Cedrei and Conquered Provinces should be administered 
under a renewi d lease for a period not exceeding five years. This 
re.-mltocl in the pasrsing of Regulations IX and X of 1812. 

The proceedings are largely occupied with this fresh settlement 
in which Collectors were directed to pay special attention to the percent¬ 
age of land under cultivation in order to enable the Gjveimrnent to 
decide on the advisability of making the settleiiK'nt permanent. One of 
the members of the Board—Mr. Deane—supervised personally the settle¬ 
ment in the Bareilly and Shahjahanpur districts. He came to the con¬ 
clusion tliat the accounts furnished by the kanungos and patwaris were lui- 
relial le. The Board came to the same conclusion as regards the accounts 
ol the other districts, and were of opinion that none of the settlements 
except that of the Farrukhabad district should be made permanent. 

In September, 1815 the Board suggested that as a general rule, 
subject to exceptions where local conditions w'ere peculiar, no settlement 
should bo made permanent U:ile.ss at least two-thirds of the land capable 
o( being cultivated wore actually under cultivation. In 1816 Regulation 
X\I was enacted which extended the existing settlements in tlie Ceded 
Piovinoes for a period of five years (F, 1225 to 1229; in. uivhr to allow 
the Collectors time to make further enquiries into the resources of the 
country. 

in this period the Board paid special attention to the boundaries of 
estates. In a circular, dated 26th February, 1813, they directed Collec¬ 
tors in all cases where no boundary inaiks existed to ej ect these and 
make a record of boundaries. 
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In 1812 Lilli (] lies Lion of resLoring patwaris to Lheir former status was 
taken up, i.o., making them servants of the Government instead of those 
of the landliolders. In 1815 the Court of Directors sanctioned this 
measure. 

This series of proceedings contains a number of minutes recorded 
by the members. Mention may bo made of the following :—Deane’s 
minutes on tlu; settlement of parganas Mehrabad and Sliabjabanpur in 
the Bareilly district (May, 1809), on the Batwara Kegiilation proposed 
by Mes-^rs. Buller and Tucker, Gnlebrooke’s minute on the above (Sep¬ 
tember, 180b), Deane’s an I Colebrooke’s minutes on the state of the 
Bareilly district (October, 1812), an 1 on the sale of lands (January, 181 3), 
Deane’s minute on the settlement of the Bareilly district (November, 
1812), on the loss snst.aiiied on account of *the depredations of Badjah 
Singh (Novem’ier, 1813), on the farm of pargana Ivh iiragarh to Captain 
Ilearsey (December, 1813), balances in the t’arrukhabad distri(*t (August, 
1814) and on the cm<‘iQcipaLion of village zanainlars from the powerful 
iiifliiencc of talukdars in the Btawali district (October, 1814), and 
tl]eminut('S of Deam* and (.t)lebrooke on the proposed reduction 
of the saliiriiis of judges and magistrates and the suj)erinton(lent of police 
in the Ceded and (Jomjiii'red Provinces. 

Tiui subjects dealt with in these proceedings are the same as those of 
the period 1807-b. 

In addition to t he subjects already set forth mention may be madt; 
of the following : — 

Abkari revenue, lewards for increasing 

Bridges. 

Customs, Government, management of 

(_s)nrts Martial. 

Ditches round treasuries for jirotectioii. 

1 bstilh'jy, Sadr 

Drug mihal. 

Elephant foi- the Senior Member. 

Kml'ozzlcinents. 

Exchange, high rate of 

Embankments. 

Forts, repair of 

Eraiidnlent claims to'pensions. 

Ganja duties. 

Grain, relief on account of enhanced price of 

Grants, Mukarari or Istimrar. (Begulation I oj 1815 re(iuired tl o 
Collector on the death of a grantee to assess tue laud under instructions 
truiii the Board of Commissioners.) 
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Guard rooms, erection of 
Grass lands. 

Hundis. 

House rent. 

Heirs. 

Horse, Irregular, disbandinonl of 
Indigo. 

Indents. 

Mutasaddies, allowance to 

Memorials 

Naznl. 

Niuiak sayar malials. 

Partitions. (Pegulatioiis IX of 1811 and XIX of 1S14 provided for 
these, the Board of Commissioners had to lay tlown rules for and to 
sanction all partitions.) 

Proclamation issued on the resumption of lands usurped by the 
Nepalese. 

Prosecutions. 

Post OfHcc. 

Ra inhill. 

P-ecords, conveyance of 
Kol.berics. 

Rajas, succession of 
Rum. 

Stipends. 

8to])pages, okrosa 
Supplies. 

Surveys and survey reports. 

Sindhia Daulat Rao, exchange of land with 
Stamp duty. 

Stamp papers, forged 
Scales. 

Tenures, baiachari, etc. 

Taj malial, repairs of 

Treasuries, protection of; in the absence of regular troops 
Tumbrils. 

Tahsildars. 

Thar us. 

Terms borrowed from oriental languages, orders of the court of 
Directors regarding 
Thanas, transfer of 
Wells, masonry, construction of 
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During this period Dehra Dan, Kumaun and Garhwal cxrne under 
British administration ; there is miitth interesting oorrespondeneo in the 
proceedings relating to these territories, as for example statements of 
the .revenue of Dehra Dun au(i Garhwal under the rule of the Gurkhas. 

Proceedin';]B relating to the Province of Ben'ires .—Witli the exception 
of settlement the subjects dealt with are the same as those mentioned 
above. The mint was separate from that at Farnikh.ib id umI minted a 
different rupee. There is an interesting report in April, 1810 on the 
working of the Benares mint. The proposals of the B(iard led up to the 
passing of Regulation II of I*<12. 

In addition to the subjects cited above mention may be made of the 
following : — 

Ghats, farming of 

Ghats, list of 

Jama, abatement, of 

Liquor shops, establishment of illicit 

Rebellion of Sultanat Singh. 

Revenue, recovery of arrears of 
Re-settlement. 

Stone, duties on. 

p.jrr 111-1810-1819. 

It was found that the province of Benares in addition to the Ceded 
and Con(juer( 3 d Provinces was more than a .single ikmrd could cou- 
veuieutly manage, accordingly Regulation 1 of 181() appointed a icxial 
commission for the suprriuteiidence of the revenue in the provinces of 
Benares and Bihar. The pro‘.eedings’ of the commission constitute 
series III of the Board’s ])roceedings. 

Between 1816—1819 the Board of Commis.sioners was largely occupied 
in checking the abuses practised by Tabsildars and in enquiring into the 
nature of the various laud tenures and the relations between landlord 
and tenant. 

As regards Tabsildars the Board, on October 11th, 1816, issued a cir. 
cular to all Collectors requiring them “ to check the demands to which the 
malgoozars are exposed under the heads of Taliibbana, Shanegee, Bheat, 
Nuzzerana, etc., which the Board have in more than one instance regretted 
to find have iibsorbed all the avowed profits of the estate on the calcu¬ 
lations prescribed by the Regulations.” 

On 8th August, 1817 the Board issued a circular withdrawing from 
Tabsildars the discretionary powers that they had hitherto enjoyed of 
charging revenue defaulters with interest. In order that wilful default 
should not go unpunished the Board directed Collectors to submit 
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periodically statements of defaulters from whom they^ considered that 
interest ought to be taken. 

On 14th November, 1817 the Board empowered Collectors, if they 
thought proper, to take security from landholders for punctual payment 
of their revenue. 

On August 1st, 1817 the Board suggested to the Government that 
rewards should be paid to those Tahsildars who succeeded in getting in the 
land revenue promptly. The Government agreed to this proposal, but 
insisted that rewards should be given only in cases of exceptional merit. 
As regards the relations between landlord and tenant and cash and grain 
rentals, the results of the enquiries of the Board are epitomised in a 
letter, dated 5th January, 1819, from Sir G, Colebrooke to the Governor 
General in Council. In 1818 Regulation IX was passed extending the 
existing settlement for a further period of 5 years. 

This series contains a number of minutes by Mr. Trant. Mention may 
be made of tlie following :— 

October, 181G. On the excessive charges for Talbana and Shiangi in 
the FaiTukhabad district and abuses by the native amla. 

October, 1810. On the state of pargana Nidhpur and the refractory 
and the turbulent character of the zainindars. 

February, 1817. On settlement in the Southern division of Saharan- 
pur. 

July, 1817. On the state of the districts of Morndabad, Bareilly and 
Shahjahanpur. 

November, 1817. On tho conservations of forests in Rohilkhand. 

October, 1818. On the irregularities which have picvailed in tho 
collectorship of Farrukhabad and the union of the offices and Collector 
and mint master. 

The other subjects dealt with in these proceedings are the same as those 
already set forth. « 

The following additional subjects may be mentioned :— 

Audit of Bills. 

Adjustment of the boundary with Nepal. 

Barracks for European troops. 

Contributions levied by zamindars. 

Court of Wards. 

Deputation allowances. 

Falling off in cultivation. 

Ferry tolls, list of ferries. 

Fabricated sanads. 

Grain, scarcity of, in 1818, export of, duty on, bounty on, penalty for 
witholding from tho market. 
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Horses, improving the breed of 

Mirdahas. 

Officers, native, list of 

Postage, table of, rates of (postage varied with the distance) 

Patwaris (Regulation XII of 1817). 

Rights of zamindars in trees growing on their estates. 

Roads, measurements of old and new 

Sinking of wells. 

Statcanents of laud held by Europeans. 

Sums advanced for the construction of works of public utility. 

Sugarcane, cultivation of 

Titles. 

Tolls on laden bullocks. 

Villages, Kham, sale of 

During this period the territorial jurisdiction of the Board was 
increased in 1817 by the cession by the Nana to the British Government of 
“ the whole of the elakah of Khundeh in the pargaiiii of Mahobah and 
four villages belonging to pargana Ghoorkee, the lands of which stretch 
to the river Jumna and are intermixed with and adjacent to our lands 
of Raeepoor to the north-west of Calpee.” 

These were attached to the zilla of Bundelkhand of which E. S. War¬ 
ing was Gollector. 

Part IV—1819-1822. 

Settlement o])eraUons were the main concern of the Board during 
the perio 1. On 22nd Deceml)cr, 1S20 the Governor General in Council 
passcal a long resolution, which was printed and circulated to all officers, 
setting forth “ the general priiKuples on which ii is the design of Govern¬ 
ment that tlu; future sc^tth'inents of the land revenue should he made.’’ 

* The Court of Directors had announced their detcrniiuatioii that no 
settlement should bi; declared permanent until they were in possession 
of full reports regarding the extent and productiveness of the land and 
of full aud particular detail of all local tenures and usages; of the rates 
ol rent, the modes in which it is collected and distributed; of the consti¬ 
tution of village communities and the rights and interests of the classes 
composing them ; of the character and habits of the people generally ; 
and generally of all points relating to the internal condition of the 
country. 

It was the duty of the Board of Cornmissioners to conduct these inves¬ 
tigations through the Collectors and tabulate and forward to Government 
the iniormalion so obtained. The Board was also “ particularly desired 
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to take into immediato deliberation the means by which the necessity of 
sale may in ordinary cases be avoided and its severity mitigated ; consider¬ 
ing, among other things, what additional powers (if any) it may be 
necessary to vest in the Collectors or Tahsildars, in order that, on the 
occurrence of an errear, they may be better able to proceed, after an 
enquiry into the village accounts, to recover it from the real defaulters." 
The above enquiry naturally involved laborious research into the minutiae 
of revenue matters and these form the bulk of the proceedings of this Board 
in 1821 and 1822 and subsequently of the Western Board. 

On 16th February, 1821 the Board was asked by the Government to 
obtain the opinion of Collectors on the advisability of a permanent 
settlement in which the land revenue was fixed subject to a small fixed 
annual proportional increase. 

On 21st August, 1821 the Court of Directors sanctioned the continuance 
of the existing settlement for a further period of five years and directed 
that specific arrangements should be made to prevent this renewal of 
the settlement from impeding the local enquiries that were being made. 

In consequence of this the Government on 14th February, 1822 com¬ 
municated to the Board instructions regarding the local enquiries to be 
made by Collectors. 

The other subjects dealt with are similar to those already mentioned, 
The following additional subjects maybe cited • 

Appeals. 

Annulment of leases. 

Causes of heavy revenue balances. 

Certificates of character. 

Dak chaukis. 

Destruction of counterfeit rupees. 

Erection of new treasuries. 

Family remittance hills. 

Fatehpur Sikri. 

Garden occupied by the late Prince Jehangir. 

Harkaras. 

Improvement of waste lands. 

Management of estates by the Court of Wards. 

Measurement of lands. 

Mode of employing Registers. 

Naubat khana. 

New copper coin. 

Pilgrimages of Rajaa. 

Public debtors. 


13 
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Tahsildars, selection of, rewards to 

(A sliding scale of rewards was fixed in 1821. In order to secure a 
reward a Tahsildar had to collect not less than 09 per cent, 
of the demand. In 1821 Rs. G7,280 wan distributed as 
rewards to Tahsildars in the following districts:-—Allahabad, 
Bareilly, Etawah, Farrukhabad, Moradabad, Shahjnlianpur, 
Agra, Aligarh, Banda, Kalpi, Meerut and Saharanpur.) 

Treatise on agriculture. 

Vakil of the Raja of Bharatpur, 

This series contains minutes on the following subjects (among others):— 

March, 1820. On the construction of the 4th article of the Proclama¬ 
tion contained in Regulation XXV of 1803 regarding the permanent 
settlement. 

April, 1820. On the mistake of the Collector of Banda in pronounc¬ 
ing the farmers of Bundelkhand to be mere adventurers from other 
districts. 

August, 1820. On alluvial lands in Cawnpore. 

January, 1821. On the settlement of the parganas in zilla Meerut 
re-assessed under Regulation IX of 1818. 

May, 1821. On Mr. llalhed’s report on rent-free establisliments. 

April, 1822. On the provisions of the Regulation proposed to be 
enacted relative to the formal ion of lurure scttioinents. 

May, 1822. (.)n the settlements in zilla S.iliaranjmr. 

iSeries III.—Ihe rroccedlrhjs of the Commissioners for the Provinces 
of Benares and Biluii\ 181G-22, <S3 volumes. 

(Vide E of the note on ilie History of the Hoard of Revemie.) 

Until 1810 the Commissioner or the Board had jurisdiction only 
itiiin permanently settled territories, but after the “ Districts of 
Gor..Klipur " were added to their jurisdiction they had to devote much 
of lluir time to the heltlement of these districts which included the 
present districis of Az;i,ragarh and Basti. 

Tae work ol the Board in connection with these districts is similar to 
that of the Bon,rd of the Western Frovinceo described in Bevies IV. 
Mention n ay be made of a minute of the .Tunior Member on the revision 
of the exisii!i£r set ilemcut ill the’Azamgarh parganas and the Gorakhpur 
district (no. 38 consultation, dated 3rd August, 1821). 

There is some interesting correspondence in the year 1822 between 
the Board L nd the Collectors of Jaunpur and Ghazipur regarding some 
refractory zamindars in Azamgarh (which was at that time partly in the 
Jaunpur and partly in the Ghazipur district). Some of these refused to 
pay up the land revenue; others, with a view to reduction of assessment, 
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would not allow their tenants to sow sugarcane. The Board ord ^red 
the Collectors to threaten to take charge of such estates and to refuse 
to admit the holders to future engagements. In one case where 
a zaniindar declined to allow the amin to measure his land with the 
standaj d rod (three dir rah ilahi) but insisted upon measurement by his 
rod, the Board directed the Collector to seek the assistance of the Magis¬ 
trate, and said that if that oflScer conceived that his interference was 
precluded by the Regulations they would call the attention of the Gov- 
ernineni to the necessity of the interpoeiiion of the ruling power in 
support of its own interests and authority. 

It was on the advice of this l^oard that Ghazipiir and Jaunpar were 
made separate coHectorships : the former in 1817 and the latter in 181S» 
Tue correspondence that led to the formation of these two new districts is 
containel in this seri>\s of proceedings. These were formed with the 
view of relieving the Collector of Benares from the pressure of arreir-^ of 
business, and in the case of Jaunpur “ in order to effect an early settle¬ 
ment of the estates which have heoonm open to readjustment.” 

The Board of (dornruissioners had nothing to do with the police except 
in so far as they w(‘rc remunerated by grants of land. Nevertheless on 
]Gth December, LS17 th.e Marquis of Hastings askrd Mr. John Deane, the 
CoinmissioiiiT for Benares and Bihar, for suggestions for restraining the 
judice from exacting money from landholchu’s. 

In r(.‘p]y Deane stated fliat in his opinion it was impracticable to 
jTeveni; the pipyuieut of a doiLceur to a darogali so long as it remained bo 
st’’ungly in the interest of the payees t> incur the expense, “ A podee 
darogalihe wrote “ has in many instances under his control 800 or 1,000 
villages, perhaps more, and these are sometimes from twenty to fifty 
coss from office of the Magistrate. 

' Siippcjsing these villages to contain, on a very low average, a popula¬ 
tion of 100 souls, a mass of 100,000 persons, with all their comp n ated 
external and domestic concern.", are placed under the supsrvisiou and 
control of the darogah. 

“ Scarcely a day, certainly not a week, can pass in which some quarrel, 
breach of the peace, slight affray or abuse will not occur ia each village, 
which, if expedient, may be magnified by any of the parties into offences 
of a more serious nature. 

“Here an opportunity is offered for the discretion of the Police 
darogah and it is impossible to compare the magnitude of the population 
of the country with the number of cases which are brought before the 
Magistrate without an inference that numerous petty offences are com¬ 
promised at the thanah. 
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It id perhaps better for the individual and the public welfare that it 
fihould le so, but perquisites to the darogahs are a natural result and can 
hardly be prevented in opposition to the wishes and interests of all the 
parties concerned.’’ 

Deane estimated the annual douceur at one rupee “without reference 
to any particular favour or protection from the darogah for any special 
cause.” 

He continued : — 

“Supposing the payment of one rupee to be refused, the simple 
process of causing the nomination of the refusing party as a witness in 
any ca-^e before the court may, by taking him thirty ooss from homo and 
detaining him at the Adawlut at the seasons of sowing and reaping or in 
the heavy kista, utterly complete his ruin. 

“ No proceeding can be more easy for a darogah or more safe than 
this, and it is nob necessary to mention the more formidable weapons in 
his hands of charges on suspicion, false accusation, etc., etc, 

“ If ray ideas on the subject are at all correct every individual living 
within the jurisdiction of a police darogah must pay some fee, propor¬ 
tionate to his means, all labourers for hire of every description, all persons 
keeping carts, boats and other vehicles for public use, all bearers, 
coolies, etc., will be more immediately subject to this payment, because 
the darogah has the absolute power to command their services on many 
occasions; all merchants who deal in articles of consumption must also bo 
liable, l)(?cause in concert with them the darogah usually settles the 
price at which the goods are to bo sold. 

“ As the real power of a police darogah, direct or indirect, is greater 
than that of any other authority whatsoever known to the Law, some 
mode of conciliating the officer will be adopted ; to prevent it altogether 
I conceive to be impracticable, and perhaps in the existing scale of society 
and with proviso of certain limitation unadvisable, 

“ As long as this douceur, bhiyt or nuzzerana, or whatever it may be 
called, does not assume the shape of an exaction, or rather is not consi¬ 
dered to be so by the people who pay it, but a mere continuance of a 
custom to which they are habituated, it tends, I apprehend, to preserve 
subordination and maintain influence to soften power and reconcile 
authority. 

** The public would perhaps be worse off if officers who have such ex¬ 
tensive authority as police darogahs were compelled to a stern and rigid 
execution of the most trifling duty and driven into a malignant obedience 
to the laws by a too scrupulous control. 



( 85 ) 


It must at the aaine time be c6nfea3ed that no check appears to exist 
against a dangerous abuse of power on the pari of darogah'^, and that the 
inOuentse which can command a conciliatory fee may also commit the 
most grievous extortion. Every judicial officer will, I fancy, admit the 
extreme difficulty of establishing a charge against a police darogah in 
a case when the whole native amla of the district will have a common 
interest and the risk which the accuser runs whether he fail or whether 
he succeed. 

“ The only mode which occurs to me of restraining the darogah from 
too great an abuse of his trust as well as of effecting a general and real 
improvement of the police is the multiplication of magisterial officers in 
the nature of Justices of the Peace with power to hear, try and decide 
P^tty offences and to commit for trial to the superior courts those of mag¬ 
nitude which may be brought before them. 

** That this might be effected without any expense to Government could 
be easily shown. There are in the Bihar province alone several o Hcers 
w hose duties are not so heavy as to prevent their performing such ser¬ 
vice and whose salaries would scarcely require any augmentation in 
consequence. 

“ The Commercial Resident at Patna, the Opium Agent aud his two 
deputies, the Superintendent of Western Salt chokies might perhaps be 
reckoned and all Registers of Dewanny Adawlut of a certain standing in 
the service, say six years, might be allowed powers m every respect 
equal to those of the Magistrate and without being subject to bis control 
in the exercise of their authority.” 

Genera, ly speaking the subjects dealt with in this series are of the 
same nature as those set forth in the description of series II. In addition 
to these mention may be made of the following :— 

Adawlat mal, establishment of 
Appeals, summary 
Architect, civil 

Benares, number of houses and huts in the city, population of 
Benares, Raja of, journey to Bishanpur in Tirhoot to celebrate his 
riujptials. 

Buildings, public 
Bridges. 

Bazars, military 
Cases, report of 
Convicts deepening a tank, 

Cutcherries, building new, repairs to 
Coinage, defect in new copper 
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Compensation for land taken up by Government. 

Disbursements. 

Decrees, abstract translations of 
Doscripiive rolls. 

Distilleru^s, Sadr, estibiishment of ♦ 

J>*ismissals of Oovermnent servants. 

Di'puly ColJeccors. 

Diet; money. 

Daks, laying of 
Establishment. 

Endowinont of the S itiskrit school at Aora. 

Embezzlements. 

Elephants. ^ 

Ferries. 

Ganj duties. 

Grants for meritorious services. 

Guard houses. 

Gaya duties, remission of, statements of 

Grain, ])rice of, import of, scarcity of throughout the provinces, 
bourity on 

lints for a ml a and sepoys. 

Hundis, remittance of money by 
Indents. 

Jagirs, setl lement of‘lapsed 
Jaiiiabandis. 

Knzis, .‘illowances to 
Ki.stbandis. 

Khajjur trees, produce of 
Khas in aha Is. 

Khillats (robes of honour) for meritorious services. 

K Liilingo.--. 

Lauds, waste, mukarari, gangbarar,held by Europeans, escheated, of 
deceased jagirdars, sales and farms of 

Liquor, spirituous, manufacture and sale of, licence for, duties on 
Mausoleum of Shah Daulat. 

Mirdahas, introduction of into the province of Benares. 

Mint, Benares 

Nankar lands, resumed, settlement of 
Nazarana paid by jagirdars. 

Nimak sayar mahal, management of, settlement of 
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Opium, retail sale of, annual supply of, confiscation of, d^p6ts for 
receiving aduUerated opium, rewards for seizing 
Oaths, to public servants, administration of 
Property, competency of Court of Wards bo sell 
Pilgrim tax, remission of 
Regulations, drafts of, reports on working of 
Rupees, Tirsoolee 
Resources, public, improvement of 
Roads, repairs of 
Road fund. 

Resignations. 

Servants, public, employment of on private business 
Settlement, permanent, of 1793, copy of report on 
Settlements and re-settlements. 

Sayar duties, abolition of 
Stamp duties, accounts, vendors. 

Sanads. 

Supplies. 

Stud at Buxar (much correspondence). 

Stone mahal. 

Talukas, attachment of 
Treasure, robbery of 
Tari mahals. 

Qualifications of naib-tahsildars. 

Wells, repairs of 

Series IV.—Proceedings of the Board of Eevenue of the Western 
Provinces, 1822-29,126 volumes. 

(Vide F of the note on the history of the Board of Revenue.) 

This Board continued to supervise the local enquiries into the 
produce of the land which began in 1820 and their proceedings are 
largely occupied by these.* 

A fair idea of the nature of these enquiries may be gathered from 
the following extract from the letter of Government, dated tl e 14th 
February, 1822, of which mention has been made above :— 

“ To render the record to bo formed by the Collectors really useful 
and trustworthy as guides to the court (of Directors) it is indispensably 

* Bii’William Hunter writes “ tbc \vork of this Board was very much the same 
as that of the Board of Gommissionors which it succeeded and its procoohngs contain 
the reauits of the comi'lioated local investigations held under the settlement system of 
1822. The excessive minuteness of that system which rendered it, so difficult to work 
enriches its records with a hundred striking details that would hayo escaped a more 
comprehensiye aud pia9tioal plan/' 
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necessary that the facts touching each village should be ascertained 
and recorded by an European officer on the %pot. Detailed enquiries 
and reports made by the native officers will be very useful as preliminaries 
to the investigations of the Collector. Tijey will facilitate and guide his 
research and, transmitted to the Board or other superintending authority, 
they will check his errors. But if allowed to supersede a minute 
local investigation by the Collector and hastily incorporated with his 
proceedings they will do more harm than good, for it is above all things 
important tliat the precise evidence on which any matter recorded may 
be stated should be distinctly known that the credit due to the state¬ 
ment may be fuljy appreciated. 

His Lordship in Council is therefore decidedly of opinion that the 
Rooboocarree of settlement touching each manzah should in all ceases 
be drawn up on the spot by the Collector or other officer employed in 
revising the settlement attended by the kanungo, patwari, mocuddum 
and several of the leading or most respectable men in the village.** 

The order stated that the Government would allow to the Collectors 
or settlement officers “such a separate establishment of intelligent and 
trustworthy native officers on liberal salaries” as the Board recom¬ 
mended. 

The Government recognised that the process would be slow at first, 
but considered that after one or two villages had been thoroughly analysed 
the subsequent operations of revenue officers would bo comparatively 
easy. “ Hence it is of great importance to begin carefully and 
leisurely. The main design being to correct the consequences of haste 
in the past settlements we must be careful not to fall into a like error, 
and, though the proposed mode may appear to require for its accomplish¬ 
ment along series of years and the efforts of successive administrations, 
it must be recollected on the other hand that if we attempt summarily 
to dispose of a matter of so much detail and neglect to bestow the 
requisite attention on every particular to be adjusted, each successive 
settlement will only add to our embarrassments and difficulties and 
centuries may elapse before we acquire a real and thorough knowledge 
of the country; above 411 things, therefore, haste is to be avoided.” 

The senior member of the Board, Mr. Alexander Boss, reported that 
he thought that this enquiry could be completed in five years. The 
Governor General thought he was far too optimistic. 

On 8tK August, 1822, Regulation VII was enacted laying down the 
procedure for the new settlement and extending the existing one for a 
period of five years. 
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This was pi’crudod 1)}^ a lengthy resoIiUion vr| ilie Governnjeii., dated the 
1st August, 1S22 (whieli ronlaius ‘^78 paragraphs and was printed and 
circiilaled to all ofricrrs), laying <]uwn the course of pio'^cdurc^ to be 
adapted regarding the new .setthaneiit by Collectors and I'cveniie 
Surveyors. In circulating this resoimion to Collectoi s, the Hoard of 
llevcnuc of the Wh'siern Provinces sta-tcd that they coii.adered that 100 
villages of ordinary size to be the largest nuiuber in win *li ti|.e!’ations 
coni'] be atl'-nipted in a disti'ic.t in i.h.e tiist year. 

The iioard issued veiy deiadt'd ill^tru<•tions to (Collectors and 
Tahsild: rs. 

Tho ci/ijiiiries look far longer lha.n the Hoard of I’eviunu' ha 1 anti¬ 
cipated. so that the hvc' years’ <‘xt<‘nsion of' the, existing seitJouienr saiu'.- 
tionod ly jtegnhition YU of 1 S'22 had to . xt ended by a t m l tier j eriod 
of five Real's in liS2h. 

In lS2d tlie ^Veastern Hoard ord( rod that all hinds to be sett led w i ro 
to b(^ measured and the liteasiireiiKUits si,.nod in standard acres of 4,Sd() 
and in Inghas of 1 .(iOO S(|uaro yards. Mr. Xownhs.m objoctod to iJds and, 
on tile 2()th Ivlay, f s^ t, subadl/ted a long- iind imerestin.g n/enioianduni 
which the lloaid cir uilatod for opinion. This drew from tlu^ seveial 
Collectors inierosi ing a^’counts o( the !oc<il l aid measuroments in tieir 
districts; llaise lot'ei’s aie inc<)i’]^orat.cd in the Hocj-d’s proc,eedings. This 
fixing of a suiiahh: staiidard of mc.'isnrement \v;is but one (d' srsires of 
problems t;ha,t Imd to be solved by those who wei'o <’.arrying cut tho 
provisions of It gidatioa YTl of 1822. 

Om; of the most difficnit. of tlaxse pi-obiems w.as to detiu-niine some 
principle on vvhiedi revenne jniid in kiial could be commuted to one in. 
cash. In this coiinection Mr. H. A’cwnham, third Member of l,he Hoard, 
issued a long interest.ii.'g circular, datc'd I, lie 2Tth Novcaii)er, IB'iS, to 
Collectors and Sub-Collectors enclosing in Persian the chapter on Jevoiiuo 
from the institutes of Tiniour and some ])assa.ges in .Sanskrit with a 
Persian translation of Wnk Nirnyt- and roquosied tha.t t:opies ha made 
for each tahsihlar. 

Sales of land for arrears of revenue continucrl to oc a p / thattrition 
of tho Hoard. Tins Hoard cojisiderod that it had the right to disallow 
such sales on tlio ground that they were opjircssjvo ; on the otlnu’ hand 
the Board ol' the Lower Provinces considered that it h.ad no .‘^ijch po\v(n’ 
if the sale was effected in legal form. Moroever, it fuid boon nowi'.ere 
stated what exactly was tho nature and of tlu.* interests and (!onveycd 
to persons purchasing estates so sold. A.s bite as 2t)th (P-.tobor, 1822, 
the Board of Kovenuo of tho Contia! Piov incos circularised Cuileotors 
asking them what they conceived to bt^ .’vuinilly sold when a,n estato 
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"was disposed of by public sale, “ whether the soil comprised in the estate 
or meri'ly the rights and iotercst therein of the recorded proprietor.” 
T.iey also asked what the purchaser couceived that he liad obtained by 
the* j)i]rchase of the estate. 

In order that the law relating to such sales should be set on a more 
satisfactory basis Regulation XI of 18*22 was enacted on the 22nd Novem¬ 
ber of that ye ir ; nevertheless w^e find the Government complaining, on 
the 21st May, LS24, “ from the uncertainty attacliing to the property 
S(ild, tile price paid has been in many cases very uiUMjual to the value 
wiiich the estate would bear under a system of moderate and careful 
as.-esMiient.” Tlicy directed that no sales of land for arrear of revc'uue 
siiould be confirmed without previous reference to Government. 

On lOlb August, 1824 the Board reported to Government that as 
nev( lal years had elapsed since a sale of land for arrear of I’evenue 
lia, 1 I ecu coniii’ined, landholders had como to hold the opinion that 
tlie |:ewer lo scdl their (istates on such account no longer existed; iii 
<'-on;'C(jU('L(a! many withheld the Ouvc'rnmont revenue, ddie Board })ointed 
out that of the testates advertised for saba only a few were actually sold, 
the threal of sale usual ly being cdlectivc; uiul suggesled tiie necessity of 
revising the jiraclicc'. The Government replied that ‘'a recourse gem;- 
rally to sides of land for the recovc'iy of arrears is the resounu^ of 
igiioiMuce or idleness m tlie Gullector.” 

l\amingos still ciMitinucd to attract the attontion of the Board On 
the 1st August, l(S22 the Board wrote to R. VV. Williams, Ct-ll(*ctor of 
Meerut;—“ The Board aie ol opinion that I he diilies of ktnungo should 
be discharged hy the p(‘rsons appointed to the oflice and not by deputies 
who not being acknowledged by any regnl.itiou a.re not of course legally 
compel ent to perform tlie duties. Sucli ot the kanungos as may not 
be duly (pialificd i'or (heir ollice the Board observe should be dismissed.’^ 

Among the more impoj'tant minutes recorded in this series mention 
may be made ol the following : — 

B'arcli, 18*2o. On the expediency of dividing the several districts 
into (ol iec.or.-^liips yielding each an annual jama of 12 lakhs of rupees. 

NoveiiiluM’, 1828. Against re-establishing the office of Dewaii. 

March, 1824. On the division of the districts of Agi-a, Aligarh, 
]\lc(u-ut and »Saliaran[)ur into fifths for the purj)osc of the new settlement. 

April, 1824. On the iiiihcalthiness ot fSaheswaii. 

May, 1824. On a standard measure. 

dune, 1824. Dis.seiit from tlie proposal of the Surveyor General sug- 
ge-ting the Jlilii gac as the standard measure. 

Sej)ti.niber 1S24. Kanung<rs’ and Patwaris* records* 
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June, 1825. Hevoiiuo instalments. 

June, 1825. Supplies to troops oil the march. 

September, October and November, 1825. The Board's place of 
residence. 

April, 1826, Aqueduct at Dehra Dun. 

February, 1827. Confinement of revenue defaulters. 

April, 1827. Resolution of Government on tlie formation of settle-' 
merits under Regulation VIT of 1822. 

May, 1827. Mode of employing assistants to the Board and to 
Collectors. 

]\Iay, 1827. Rewards to Tahsildars. 

July, 1827. Accounts of estates under the Court of Wards. 

The proceedings of tlie following ofiicers when they wore on tour, 
or on depiiiation, have been bound u]) separately from the proceedings 
of the luairi board : — 

Mr. Walter Ewer, October, 1828 to February, 1824, October, 1824 U> 
Mav, 182-5. 

* t 

Mr. Batson, October, 1825 lo January, 1826. 

j\Ir. Henry Ncwnhain, March, 1827 to January, 1829. 

A^erv’es V. — ProctGdtngs of the Board of lievenue in ike CenivotZ 
Provinces, 1822-29. volnmes. 

This I’o.'ird was constituted, along with the Boards in the Western and 
Lower Province s, by Regulation Ill of 1822. 

(Vide 0 of the note on tlie history of the Board of Revenue.) 

Ls jiirisdioi ion comprised the districts of Benares, (dia./ipuj‘, 
daunpur, Gorakiipiir, Azaingarh, Allahabad, Cawnpore, Banda, Kalpi, 
Bihai-, Sli.ihabad, Saran, Tirhoot and Raingarh. From 1825 oowa d.s 
this Board classified its ])rOL‘ee(ling.s under three heads :— 

(1) Bihar. 

(2) Benares and Gorakhpur. 

(o) Western districfc.s. 

In 1826 the Fatchpur district was added to its jurisdiction, being 
formed out of i^ix ilianas in Allahabad and four in Cawnpore. 

Tlie first proceeding of this Board is dated the 12ih April, 1822. 
As there was some delay in carrying out tlie })rovisions of Regulation 
III of 1822, the di.striets of' Allahabad, CawnpoK!, J.'aiida and Kalpi 
did not become subordinate to this Board until 1822. 

In the case of all the districts, except tliose of the piovinc'.os of 
Benares and Bihar, this Board, like the Western Bood, was largely 
occupied with the progress made in the en(]uirics tliat had I ecu ins¬ 
tituted under Regulation VII of 1822. In June, 1823 each Collector 
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was di rooted by the FJoard to select a pargaiia for the oominencernent of 
the settleriKiin and report tho name to the Board that the Board might 
draw up a proclamation regarding the judicial powers of Collectors 
under the Act. 

As the en(]uirieH were not nearly complete in 1824, when the existing 
settlements in the Conquered Provinces expired, Itegiilation IX of 1824 
was passed extending the existing settlement, for a further period of 
5 years, i.e., iintii the end of 1287 F. 

As regards th(^ Azimgarli chalda the proceedings under B-egiilation 
VI1 of 1822 were iindertakeii by tlio Colle'^;tors of Ghazipur and 
Jaunpnr who were each given an allowance of Ks. 250 per mensem 
while v'lnployed in the interior of the district. In 1825 Ttcgiilation IX 
of thst yraf was passed extending the provisions of Ri'gnlation VII 
of 1822 (o all tracts in the ])ermanent)y settled provinces for which a 
perinarianl, sLttleinent had not l)een made. 

Sales of land for arrears of iv'venue still exercised the. authori¬ 
ties. There are long rnhmtes, dated tlie 3rd of January and 18th 
Fehi'uary, .1823, by tlu; varioii.s Jicmhers <J' tlm Boai’d on this subject. 
Cine moniber di’al'itd a regahiiion dealing wdth such sales. Begula- 
tioii iX of 182.5 euijxovert'd tlie. revenue authorilies in the 
case of e.siatrs, not p<u'itian'-ntly srt(,l(‘d, t hat fell into aricars bo h'b 
tliem in laian re hold them Tiiuler Ichas uiaiiagenK'nt ioi* a period 
not exceeding 15 yeai's. dhiis Btygulata^cj was used Ireely. 

Generally speahijig tiic matters dealt wiiJi in tin;. j)rocee<ling8 are 
similar t > those already detail/d in 1/lie description of pr'*viotis series 

J.hns ileaid paid special attention to the investigations into rcnt'fi’ec 
tenures and la.psed invalid jagirs in the Provimv. of Bcn.ii’e!. Tho 
pro '.eedin.ns (a ntain a g »od de.al ol coma s]>oudeiic(.^ regaialijig opnim and 
pofipy i-.iii [,i va: ion and achaii. In 18.23 n. J. lay lor was siant on depu¬ 
tation t» M n : a] ur lo 1 al;('ciinrge ol'tlie ahkaia ma,!u!l there and make 
s(t.,tlemenls with i la* Ka,iwaiv. 41ie Board of O.jstonis, Salt and Opium 
used to is,',(ie, al' any rate, some ol' i’.^ orders tliri/ugli the Board of 
.Revenui' in ilie Central Provincc.s. There is a good deal of corre- 
Bpondence between tlie two Boards. 

Tihere is much coi'jcspond(‘nce dealing with the rlifliculties in 
eiifoiediig- iJ.e i^pera I ion of Regulation IX of 1810. The various courts 
had to submit to the Boaial lists of cases decidi'd under the Regulation. 
There are a large number of reports to Government rcapicsting sanction 
to the sale of lauds by courts in execution of civil decrees. There is 
also much enrrespondence with Judges and the Rciincmbrancer for Legal 
Atfrdrs legavding the defending of suits and execution of decrees. 
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As in the case of other Boards, thi're is a good de al of correspond¬ 
ence with local agents regarding repairs of roads, bridges, etc. Some 
of these local agents had much work to do and had to conduct civil 
suits and look into cases in which the right of Government to land 
was disputed. They had to obtain the sanction of the Board to im¬ 
provement schemes and to the entertainment of the establishment 
employed by them. 

There is much correspondence with Colonel Peuson, Superintendent 
of Public Buildings, Western Provinces, aud with the various Barrack 
Masters regarding the building of new tahsils, etc. The Revenue 
Surveyors who were sui vcying the land used to send in their reports 
to this Board. 

From lcS2.3 onwards each Collector had to send the Board an annual 
return of wild beasts killed in his district and rewards paid. 

Other subjects dealt with are the cultivation of bat.s in Ghazipur 
and Shahabad, iUirseri(>s for fikishaia seedlings, annual statements 
of receipts and disbursements of t he stone at Mirza})ur, reports 

of handing over charge of Post masterships, compilation cf kanungos’ 
registers and tin.' C;iurt of Wards. The R.Hj tSattawsee cistate in 
Gorakhpur was taken under the Court of Wards in 1823. 

Regulation LII of 18()3 constituted the Board of IRwcrmc the 
Court of Wards. Tlie ('ollector had to appoint a guardian and manager 
who executed a deed of obligation and furnished seem ity. 

Series VT.—Proctcdmgs of the S'lulder Hoard of lin)mue Depu¬ 
tation, oOth July, 1831 to 31 Decemlter^ 1831. 

(\Mde “1” of iioie on the liistoiy of the Board of Revenue.) 

Tlie province of Beua.r(;s did not come witliin the jurisdiction of the 
Board on (h'pulation. Correspundciice with the Commissioner of Benares 
was condu(;led by the Board at Fort William. Commissioners of Reveiine 
and Circnii having been appointed, the correspondence with this Board 
was with those officials and not with Collectors. All the while this 
Board was sitting the measurement and survey of the land was in pro¬ 
gress. The Board went about fi om place to place and spent the summer 
at Sahatu near Simla, where it rented an office. When the Governor 
General came on tour in the Western Provinces the members of the 
Board accompanied him. There is in the proceedings a letter from the 
Secretary to the Governor General, dated the 27th November, 1831, to 
the Board directing them to leave his camp at Delhi and to proceed to 
Moradabad with a view to ascertain the causes of defalcations that had 
occurred in the Northern division of Moradabad and Saheswan and to 
suggest measures to prevent their recurrence. After that the Board 
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was to go to Bundelkhand where they would be joined by Mr. Bird to 
give their attention to the assessment, etc., there. The letter nclded that 
the Governor General expected a full report on the levonue administra¬ 
tion of that province. On completion of this duty, the Board was to 
return to Allahabad whore it was ordinarily to reside. 

The fiscal condition of Bundedkhand was most unsatisfactory and a 
great deal of the revenue proved lo be irrecoverable ; in September, 
1830 the Governor General stated that necessity existed for immediate 
and general abatement in the jama of the districts of Banda and Kalpi 
to avert the ruin of the province and he authorised the suspension of all 
balances, pending a report from the Collector. 

There is in ihv. prueeeflings a minute by Mr. Fane on the settlement 
of pargana Ivliandah in Banda. Kot only in Banda, but also in Moradabad 
and other districts, was the revenue suspended pending the revised settle- 
inenl under Begulation VII of J822. In some districts the revenue had 
to be, remitted, so unsatisfaelory had the previous settleineuts been. 

lu the proceeding, dated 3rd September, 1830, the Board record a long 
letter to th.e Governor General in Couiidl in which they sny that they 
are inclined to impute the little effective progress made to the circum¬ 
stances that no uniform system of record for i evenue surveys bad been 
adopted nor any estMblishment been organised to ensure these being 
pro])er]y executed. They state that they propose to direct their 
immediate attention to the subject of revenue surve^y.s. 

They also state that in their opinion the plan adopted by Sir Thomas 
Munro for tlie settlement of the ceded provinces of the Madras Presi¬ 
dency was not siiitahlc' to the Western Provinces of Bengal. 

From that proposition Sir C. T. Metcalfe dissented in a minute, 
dated the 7th November, 1830. 

To this the Board replied on 7th December, 1830, which called fora 
rejoinder from Metcalfe, dated 3rd February, 1831. 

On the 7th April, 1831 the Governor General had a long letter 
Avritten to the Board on deputation in which he asked a number of 
questions relating to the nature and progress of the settlements that 
were being made and suggesting an intermediate summary settlement 
for 15 or 20 years. To this the Board replied on May 25tli, 1831, suggest¬ 
ing an abridged and improved system of survey and settlement record. 

These and some subse(iucnt letters arc all printed in Selections from 
Revenue Recordsy North-West Provinces, 1822-33. 

In consequence of this correspondence the Board sent on 24th Juno, 
1831a number of queries to bo replied to by Colloctors. Some of the 
replies arc included in this scries. 
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III 1831 the settlement of Kuinaun was extended for 5 years. 

Deputy Collectors were appointed in some districts to superintend 
the revision of settlement. 

The Collectors had to submit to the Board reports on the progress 
made in the settlement under Eegiilation VII of 1822. 

In Novemher, 1831 the Commissioner of Allahabad reported that 
considerable progress had been made in the survey of estates in the 
Allahabad district, but that serious difficulties were lively to arise from 
want of adequate superintendence in the authentication of the details 
ihat had been collected. He suggested that in the settlement of p.argana 
Bara a more summary method should be adopted than that contemplated 
under Regulation VII of 1822 

Generally speaking, the proceedings of this Board relate to subjects 
of the nature mentioned in the description of the previous series. 

The proceedings of the Board reveal the working of Regulation IX of 
1825, under which many estates were farmed. 

There is also correspondence about the working of Regulation XVI of 
1829 regarding salt mahals 

Othei’ subjects dealt with in this correspondence arc the experimental 
cultivation of opium, grants of waste lands in Gorakh])ur, a discussion 
of a regulation pro])osed by Mr. Leyeester for amending the rules for 
management of estates placed under attachment by order of the court, 
the encouragement of the growih of cotton (there is much correspond¬ 
ence about this; tlie Gourt of Directors in order to encourage this 
wanted to remit the land tax. The Board on deputation jioiiite I out that 
this order applied only to the ceded districts of Madras where the 
Government had a right to regulate rents), the settlement of the jagir 
of B. Shoonarain Singh of Saidpnr Bhitri in the Ghazipur district 
(there is much correspondence about this ; H. Lushington was appoint¬ 
ed to make the settlement), the disbandment of the Bundelkharid and othm- 
provincial battalions and the employment of barkandazes in their 
place, the union of the offices of Magistrate and Collector, the court and 
public buildings in the new station of Bijnor, settlements in the Delhi 
and Saugor divisions (this Board had jurisdiction over the Siugor 
and Norbudda territories and corresponded with the Commissioners of 
those territories), settlement of salt mahals, the relief of Commissioners 
of their circuit duties (in January, 1831 the Commissioner of Gorakh¬ 
pur asked to be relieved of such duties ; his request was not granted. 
A few weeks later the Commissioner of Allahabad asked to be relieved 
temporarily of his sessions duties, because he had so much work 
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[to do nndor Itogulalion I of 1821; this was granted), charges of 
Governor Generars tours and compensation for damage done to crops 
by his fn]lowers, proposal to form a separate district of Cl akla Azamgarh, 
improved systcirn of survey and settlement record, a discussion regarding 
the revision of the tahsildari and kanungo establishments, the education 
of children of landholders (the Governiiient suggested a school at 
Cah uita ; the Ct)mmissiouers in the Wesieni Provinces preferred 
Benares or Patna as a site for the school), i fie annual revision of secu¬ 
rities of Oov(‘rmnent servants (inlBol the Court of Directors ordered 
this annual Kivision), dispute with the Oudli aiithoritres regarding an 
island that had lormed in front of the Cawnpore cantonment, the 
question oi pj-ofessiona! veu'sns masahat surveys (in August, 183] the 
Governor General recorded a mirmte to tho effe(‘t that tho masahat 
estublislimeiita could in his opinion do the survey and that professional 
surveys might ! e sus}>ended while the former were Being tried). 

In thes(i proceedings there are mi rule is of extracts from general 
lettiii’s of tlie Court of Direed.ors. 

^(fr tes Vll. — Proceedivf/.^ of the Hoard of Heveii'ne, Norih-Western 
J/ruvinccs, lSd2 tv f>8:i lod/ib'iiies. 

This Board, which was (U'oati'd by la'gulation X of 1831, still ('xists 
and this si'fies (do.ses vii.htln' y<‘<r 1^55 only, f(H\*ius(' from x\pril 
17tli of that year the Board eea.-a'd to nsr-rd its p; O'(''cdings in full. 
Th(^ sub.wapK'Ut abstracts of processings lorm series VIII. 

ddie jurisdiction of this Beiard, unlik(‘ that of the Sudelei- Boarel on 
deputation, included the; Province of InUiaia'S. 

Begiilation 1 ol 1833 vestesl this Boai'd witli tho control of tlie 
customs, towig salt anel opium elutios in the North-We;s(ern Provinces. 

For the; first ten ye^ars the; pr(>eu;cdings e)f this Board are very largely 
take'll up by the settleme.'iit of the' laud revenue under JU'gulations VII of 
1822 anel IX of 1833 and the rixsiimpliou and settleme'iit of rent-free 
lands. 

On the; 24th June, 1831 the Board of Be'veuue' on de;putation had 
cireiilated 21 epu'stions on subjects coiiiiectcd with the revision of se;tl]e- 
me;nts under Begulatioii VII of 1822 to all Coinraissione;rs reejnestiiig 
them to obtain replies from the Colle;ctors and ofiice'rs engaged in making 
se;ttlcmerits in their divisions. These; queries arc; printed on pages 305 to 
300 of Selections from lievenue Records, Ifori/b-Western Provinces, 
A. 1). lS0^~Jo\ On the 27th August, 1831 the officiating Commis¬ 
sioner of the Agra division enclosed the replie;s of W. FI. Tyl(;r, 
Collector of Agra^ and J. G. Deedes, Collector of Sadabad, On the 17th 
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September the permanent Commissioner sent in his own views in a letter 
of 109 paragraphs. These letters are printed in the above-mentioned 
book. 

The other replies came in gradually and it was left bo the present 
Board to note on these. The minutes of Mr. Fane have been reproduced 
in the “ Selections” mentioned above, as also a long minute of 109 
paragraphs, dated the 2Gth September, 1832, of the Governor General. 

Eventually it was decided to hold a conference at Allahabad to discuss 
the general question of settlements. On the 29ch December, 1832 
the Government asked the Board of Ib^venue to prepare an abstract 
of the points to be discussed. This the Board did on the 11th January, 
1833. Tiiese are printed in the above-mentioned work. 

The meeting was hold on the 2lst, 22nd and 23rd January. It 
was attended by the Governor General, the members of the Board of 
Revenue, the officers of thc^ Survey dcipartment, the Cornuiissioners of 
Allahabad, Agra and Bundclkhaiid, and the revenue officers qf the 
Allahabad district. 

The proceedings of the Board of the 29th May, 1833 contain 
correspondence giving the results of this conh^rence, and conveying 
the order of the Governor General in Council. These are reproduced in 
full in the volume' of Selections already quoteil. 

In a letter, dated the 31st May, 1833, the Board were directed to 
take immediate measures for bringing into force the arrangements 
approved of at the conference. “The general pjinciples and plan” 
runs the letter ‘‘on which the settlements are to be made having 
been clearly defined, the Board will find no difficulty in arranging the 

details.His Lordship inCouncil expects they will bring to his notice 

any difficulties which they cannot overcome, accompanied by a distinct 
expression of their opinion of the best mode in which Government may 
remove them.” 

The Board then drafted Regulation IX of 1833, which was passed 
with but little modification. The more important changes in settlement 
effected by this Regulation were : — 

(1) It provided for the more speedy settlement of judicial questions 

by revenue officers. 

(2) It declared that the malikana rules in section 5 of Regulation 

VII of 1822 had not retrospective effect. 

(3) It modified the rules regarding village accounts. 

(4) It sanctioned the appointment of Indian deputy collectors. 

15 
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Shortly after the passing of the Regulation the Government ordered 
vthe direction and control of the surveys, settlements, the selection of 
tl e districts in which they were to proceed, and the sanction of the details 
^of the management to be vested in the Board. 

On (the 27 th September, 1833 the Board issued detailed instructions to 
Jthe Commissioners of Agra, Bareilly, Farrukhabad, Meerut, Moradabad 
and Gorakhpur, saying that they had resolved that dtitailed settlements 
.should be made in the following districts :—Bnlandshahr, Muj^affarnagar, 
.Saharanpnr, Meerut, Aljgarh, Muttra on the left bank of tue Jumna, 
Sahaswari, Northern division of Moradabad, Bareilly, Farrukhabad, 
Azamgarh and Gorakhpur. With this letter they sent copies of the 
minute of the Governor General, dated the 2(3l.h SL-ptember, 1882, 
Mr. Fane’s minute of the 12th January, 1833, Iiegulation IX of 1833 and 
a copy of instructions to Commissioners. No orders for settlement in the 
.AiHahaliad division were given be(;ause no professional surveyors were 
available., 

Ls.ter, settlements in Allahabad and Biindelkhand were taken up. 

Progress reports had to come up to the Board through the Commis¬ 
sioner, who gave his opinion on the work of the ofheer conducting the 
'Settlement. Eventually the complete setlleiueiit reports tind place in 
the Board’s proceedings together with the comments ol'the Commissioner 
iind the Irloard and the linal orders of Government; Ihose for the Agra 
district occur'in the proceetiings of the Board for (Xaober, 1838 and 
August, 1831). 

Some of these reports a re excee«iingly interesting. Notably that on 
the soltlemont of the Banda district in April and May, 1825. 

There is much correspondence regarding the financial efiects of the 
seMlemeiits made under Regulation l.\ of 1833. In 1838 Commis¬ 
sioners were asked to report on the proposal to change the period of 
these settlements from 20 to 30 years. Their replies are in the Board’s 
jirocecdings. In 1843 orders were received extending the period to 30 
3 ’e ii s. 

In the case of most settlements conducted under Regulation IX of 
1833 revision had to be undertaken almost immediately after the com- 
p]etioii of the settlement; Act VIII of 1846 extended the period of such 
revision to the full period of the original settlement. 

Many lands had to be resettled on account of alluvion, over-assoss- 
mont, deterioration, diluvion, etc. Again, lands leased under Regula¬ 
tion IX of 1825 had to he settled after the expiry of the lease. Thus it 
is that settlement correspondence forms a considerable item in the 
proceedings during the wliole of the pr^riod covered by them. 
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The Board exercised control over the survey department. A l6ng 
circular, dated I7th Sepuember, 183ii (printed on pages 487-498 of 
Selections from. Hevenwe Uncords, ^orth-West Provinces, lS^2'to 183S), 
was issued to all (3 )llecto rs. The revenue surveyors had to make 
measurements, prepare the general and detailed field maps of each village 
and the Ivhasras, but as a preliminary step the Collector had to mark off 
boundaries and settle disputes. x\fier the surveyor hiid furnished tae 
maps and Khasras the Collector had to make his tahsildars fill up 
without delay “ the remaining columns in the Khasra and to dra^v 
out a Rywar Teerij and an abstract of demands, receipts and balances 
for the last ten years, and a Jumma Khurch for the same period 
for which they shall recpiire the patwaris to furnish them with 
materials; they shall also furnish a brief abstract of such inform ition 
of the fiscal conditions of the mauza as their Towjees and other records 
of their offices may enable them to supply.” With these data in his 
poss(5Ssion the Collector was to fix the Government jama on the 
village. Tile circular of 17th September, J833 gives very detailed 
instructions as to the manner in which Collectors should proceed. There 
are many other letters of instructions, notably that dated 10th 
October, 1837. The Board also laid down the duties of the Commis¬ 
sioner in re.spoct of settlement. “He should” they write to the 
Government on 24th November, 183/, “ I’oilow both the revenue 

surveyor and the settling oificer into their camp; he should examine 
minutely into their modes of conducting business and should avail 
himself of all possible means of detecting the weak points of the pro¬ 
ceedings.” 

The Board had to submit to the Government annual reports^ with 
prescribed appendices, of the revenue survey of the North-Western. 
Provinces, Their final reports Avero sent in on 24th February, 184 •]. In 
the course of this they state that the three surveyors employed complo'.ed 
in the year 1841-42 more than 10,000 scpiare miles. “Major Wroughton 
manag(*d 5,409 square miles by triangulatiou with celerity and cheapneS'^. 
His mapping is excellent and statistics valuable .... Major Brown had' 
the difiicult survey of Mu^soorie and has supplied an excellent map. 
Bieuteiiant Abbott surveyed 1,550 square miles professionally and about 
the same by Khusrah and would have done more bad there been more to 
do.” 

Mr. E. 0. Wells, who settled Mussoorie and Landaur, communicated 
with the Board, and his report is incorporated in the proceedings. These / 
proceedings teem with interesting documents. As there is scarcely any 
branch of the administration with which the Board were not in som& 
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•vray concerned, it is impracticable to attempt to compile a list of the 
subjects dealt with iu these proceedings. Lists have already been given 
of some of the matters that came within the scope of the Board^s activi¬ 
ties. To these we may add :— 

Correspondence with the suj>erintendent of cotton plantations regarding 
cotton. (In 1841 experiments in cotton cultivation were made at Cawn- 
pore by Americans. In 1843 Mr. C. Allen, Magistrate and Collector, 
was appointed to officiate as superintendent of cotton plantations.) 

XJneuvenanted Deputy Collectors. (There were 50 of these in January, 
1853. List-s of them are given. In January the Government directed 
that one of these officers was to be deputed to each district where the 
work was light and two to those of wdiich the work was heavy, one of 
whom must know English and be capable of conducting the duties of 
treasury odicer ) 

Corj'cspendence with the. Special Commissioner at Meerut to deal with 
lapsed muahs. 

Silver ('urrency it» the North Western Provinces (the proceedings 
contain an extract Irom a despatch of the Court of Directors, dated 
7th September, 1842, dealin;>; wilJi this subject). 

Decisions of the judicial committee of the Privy Council. 

Dargahs and otiier I'eligioiis inslitutioris. 

Taj at Agra. 

Khusru’rf Garden at Allahabad. 

Corre.3poiid(Uice in 183G regarding the union of the offices of Magis¬ 
trate and CoilojLor and minutes on the subject. 

Stoue (quarries. 

Abolition of the rnutarfi tax iu Benares in 1835 (on August 21st, 
1835, the Bovrd reported that this was a tax on weavers often known 
as “ gimrshumary” or “ khergue/’ rmd being a tax on small traders or 
handicrarismtui, wa.s objectionable. The total demand in the Benares 
district on t^hs account was Ps. 2,136-13-3). 

Tiie fixing of revenue kisis (iu 1839 the Board fixed four kists in the 
year so as to allow the grain grown to be sold before the revenue was 
demanded). 

Quinquennial settlement of alluvial mahals. 

Pre-emption (minutes by various members of the Board in 1852). 

Census (much correspondence in 1846, statements of caste, etc., 
Picports in 1852), 

Police (in 1839 settlement officers were ordered to make provision 
for the maintenance of police iu each pargana). 

Introduction in 1840 of a uniform system of village accounts. 
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Method of deterruifaiog sir rents (1£40). 

Groves and right of tenants to plant trees. 

Interpretation of Act XII of 1841 (correspondence with the Sudder 
Dewanny Adawlut discussing whether the Act applied to sales of houses, 
shops, gardens, trees and rights of owners of land). 

Annual Administration Reports (from 1841-42 the Annual Adniinis- 
tration Reports of each district find place in the proceedings, together 
with the Board's remarks on them). 

Correspondence in 1886 regarding the formation of a new district 
between Cawnpore, Fatehgarh &nd Mainpuri. 

Substitution of the vernacular for Persian as the court language 
in 1836. 

Famine of 1838. Its financial effect. 

The endowment of Agra College. 

Directions for the format ion of tables of rates and classification 
of soils. 

Construction of Act VIII of 1835. 

One per cent, road fund. 

Board's address to the Government in 1848 on Roylc s memorandum 
on cotton growing. 

Grand Trunk Road. 

Deterioration of land on account of kans grass. 

Transfers of districts from one Commissionership to another. 

Re-arrangement of Commissionerships in 183r». 

[On the 26th of Dcc.ember, 1834 the Governor of Agra decided to 
abolish the Commissioners of Allahabad and Bnndelkhand. The Board 
objected and, on January the 20th, 1835, the Government pointed out to 
the Board the expense of the existing arrangement and said that, Com¬ 
missioners having been relieved of their circuit duties, some retrench¬ 
ment must be made. Three alternatives occurr^id to them;—(1) to abolish 
the Board, (2) to abolish Commissioners, (3) to reduce the number of Com¬ 
missioners. While waiting to decide between these alternatives the 
Governor had decided to abolish the Commissioners of Allahabad and 
Bundelkhand with effect from February 1st, 1835, and from that date 
the Collectors of the districts that composed those divisions had to 
communicate direct with the Board. This was admittedly only a tem¬ 
porary arrangement. On April 27th, 1835, the Governor issued orders 
declaring the following redistribution of Commissionerships :— 

The first or Meerut division, to which Mr. J. H. Hutchison was 
appointed, comprised the following districts : — 

Meerut, Muzaffarnagar, Saharanpur, Debra Dun, Bulandshahr and 
Aligarh. 
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The second or Agra division, to which Mr. H. S. Boulderson was 
appointed, comprised the following districts :— 

Agra, Muttra, Farrukhabad, Sirpura, Mainpuri, Etawah. 

The third or Bareilly division, to which Mr. S. M. Boulderson was 
appointed, comprised the districts of Bareilly, Shahjalianpur, Pilibhit, 
Moradabad, Bijnor, Saheswaii and Kumaun. 

The fourth or Allahabad division, to which Mr. T. J. Turner was 
appointed officiating Comujissioner, comprised the followiiiir districts :— 

Allahabad, Fatchpur, Cawnpore, Bela, Banda and Hamirpur. 

The fifth or Benares division, to which Mr. F. Currie was appointed 
officiating Coiiunissioner, comprised the following distri(;ts :— 

Benares, Mirzapur, Jaiinpur, Gorakhpur, Ghazipur and Azarngarh. 

The Board objected that no provision was made for relieving Com¬ 
missioners 1‘rom hearing appeals from Magistrates and feared that the 
Commissioners of the enlarged divisions would be overwhelmed with 
the work.] 

This series contains a number of interesting minutes by various 
members of the Bo.ird. Mention may be made of the following :— 

Bights of j esident ryots (1832). 

Bights of zamind.'irs and pattidars and rules for facilitating 
collections of Bevenu^ and the better protection of ryt)ts in 
estates settled under Kegulation VII of 1822 (1832). 

The operation of Begulation I of 1829. 

Minutes of Messrs. Fane and Bird on the construction of section 16 
of Kegulation VII of 1822 (nos. 13 and 14 of the consultation, 
dated May 8th, 1832). 

Fane’s minute on the actual interests transferred by sale of land for 
the recovery of arrears of revenue (no. 15 of consultation, 
dated May 22iid, 1832). 

Fane’s minute on a draft Kegulation to enable individinls to recover 
by summary process money advanced by them to save estates 
from sale (no. 55 of consultation, dated dune 12th, 1832). 

Bird’s niinute on the best mode of accelerating surveys, investi¬ 
gations and decisions and simplifying accounts, settlements, etc. 
(no. 19 of consultation, dated June 15th, 1832). 

Bird’s note on the Saugor and Nerbudda territories, describing the 
state of the province, the manners and customs of the people, 
the present administration and pioposals for changes in this 
(no. 71 of consultation, dated October 31st, 1831), 
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Minutes of H. S. Boulderson and J. J. Turner on the linbility to 
sale of a mortgaged estate for the recovery of balances due 
from the mortgagee (nos. 1 and 2 of consultation, dated Decem¬ 
ber 2Gth, 1843). 

Minutes of Senior and Junior Members on the settlement of pargana 
Bahariabad, district Ghazipur (nos. 2 and 3 of consultation, 
dated February 13th, 1844). 

Junior Member’s minute on a reduction of the jama proposed on 
mauza Basuie of pargana Jharsal in zilla Gurgaon (no. 77 of 
consultation, dated March 29lh, 1844). 

Junior Member’s minute on the sale of taluka Bilhiri of pargana 
Pililihit in zilla Bareilly (no. 18 of consultation, dated April, 
2nd. 1844), 

Minutes by members of the Board regarding the taluka of Badlapur 
in zilla Jaunpur (nos. 29, 30 and 31 of consultation, dated April 
9th, 1844). 

Minutes by members of the Board on the settlement of resumed 
muafi land with ousted muafidars at half rental (nos. 34 and 35 
of consultation, dated April 9th, 1844). 

Minutes by Boulderson and Turner on talukdari tenures (nos. 2 and 
3 of consultation, dated April 22nd, 1844). 

Minute by Junior Member regarding the admission of z&rnindars 
to estates leased to farmers at the time of the permanent 
settlement in Benares (no, 63 of consultation, dated April 30th, 
1843). 

Minutes by mombors of the Board respecting the period of limitation 
to be allowed for patwaris to bring suits for arrears of wages 
(no. 42 of consultation, dated ]\ray 3rd, 1844). 

Minutes by members of the Board on revenue balances outstanding 
in the districts of the North-Western Provinces at the close of 
the revenue year 1841-12 (nos. 56, 57 of consultation, dated 
May 18lh, 1844). 

Minutes by members of the Board on irrigation in the Tarai par- 
gauas of Rohilkhand (nos. 17 to 23 of consultation, dated July 
26th, 1854), 

Minutes by members of the Board on an amended Act for the better 
execution of decrees (nos, 86 and 87 of consultation^ dated 
April 1st, 1845). 

Notes by members of the Board on the subject of the kham holding 
of mauza Bassaic Jagner in pargana Sarhendi, zilla Agra 
(no, 46 of consultation, dated October 26tb, 1849). 
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Minutes by Senior and Junior Members regarding the remeasure¬ 
ment of certain lands in zilla Bareilly (nos. 71-73 of consulta¬ 
tion, dated July 19th, 1850). 

Minutes by Senior and Junior Members regarding the alteration of 
rent rolls (nos. 116 and 117 of consultation, dated September 
6th, 1850). 

Minutes by the Junior Member on the settlement of resumed muafis 
(no. 68 of consultation, dated October 15Lh, 1851). 

Minutes by the members of the Board on the report of the Com¬ 
missioner of Ivumaun respecting the cooly godown (no. 99 of 
consultation, dated October 28th, 1851). 

Minutes by the Junior Member respecting Board’s circular no. 1, 
dated January 12th, 1849, regarding a monthly return of 
resumed muafi lands (no 57 of consultation, dated September 
8th, 1854). 

In 1843 J. Thomason, Member of the Board, recorded separate 
memoranda on the state of the collectorship and the settle¬ 
ment of the following districts :—Cawnpore, Banda. Aligarh 
and FaiTukhal)ad. 

Serien VIII.‘—Abstracts of Proceedings of the Sadder Board of 
Revenue^ North- \yestern Provinces, June, 1854 to December, 
1857, 34 volumes. 

This series of abstracts runs on till 1873; those up to the end of 
1857 have been bound up in 34 volumes. 

In most cases the abstracts for one month constitute a volume : in 
some instances the abstracts of a whole quarter are bound up together. 
Of the proceedings of May, 1856, abstracts have been preserved only for 
those of the 20th, 23rd and 27th of the month. The abstracts of the 
proceedings for July, AugdSt and the first three weeks of September, 
1857 are not forthcoming. 

Series VII and VIII overlap to a certain extent. For the months 
of June, 1854 and January, February, March and April, 1855 there exist 
both proceedings recorded in full and abstracts. 

The abstracts are arranged in parallel columns, the letters received 
being entered in the left hand, and the replies and letters issued in the 
right hand, column. 

Some of the abstracts are sufficiently full to give all the information 
the historian is likely to require ; others are too brief to be of much value. 

It often happens that important documents are not abstracted : for 
example, in the case of the minutes on the revision of the sett; lernent in 
zilla Saharanpur recorded by Messrs. C. A. Reade and R, K. Dick on 
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December 19lh, 1854, the abstracts give no summary, but merely set forth 
that such roimitcs were written. 

Tlio subjects di^alt with in these abstracts are similar to tliose in the 
earlier series. 

All,hough these proceedings are recorded only in the form of abstracts, 
the original correspondence of the Board’s office prior to 1858 has been 
destroyed. 

(3) The Records of the Mofussil Special Commissioners. 

Regulation I of 1821 appointed two Special Commissioners to onquiro 
into the numcn-ous fraudulent sales of land for arrears of Government 
revenue that had taken place prior l() 1808 in the Ceded and Conquered 
Provinces, mainly in the distri(ils of Allahabad, Cawnpore and Gorakh¬ 
pur. 

The Commission known as tfu' ]\Iofussil Sp(.cial Commission conducted 
its enquiries locally, first in the Cswuipore and then in the Ail ih,ib id 
district. The proceedings of the Mofussil (Commissioners w(U’e controlled 
by tlie Sudder Commission which sat at Fort William. 

The enquiries provt d to be of a prolonged nature and were still being 
j’ur.sued wheJi Regulation 1 of 182i) apjioinled Commissioners of Revenue 
and Circuit who relieved the ]\Iol'iissil Specitd Commissii mi rs of their 
duties, and indeed one of the Mofussil Spoeial (yornmissi.tner.s, Mr. R, 
Ba.rlow, was appoioti'd ("onuiiissioner of the Allahabad division. Thus 
the records of the ]\Iofnssil vSpeiu d Commissioners cover the period 1821 
to 1828. Unioniinatoly they are by no means complele. As the record 
room of the Commis.'-inner of the Allahabad division 1 as Ir en c irefully 
searched in vain, tlu' missing n'cords have uudoubLediy been dc: troyed. 

The records fall into five scries : — 

Series I. - Copies of letters issued by the Mofussil Commlsssoners^ 

8 vvlnmes, 

Tne earliest letter is dated the 28th April, 1821, and the last bucars 
the date 1st March, 1830. 

From 1st March, 1829 the newdy appointed Commis-.ioners oriieveiiuo 
and Circuit took over the duties of the Mofussil Spe nil Commissioners ; 
so that the letters of this series for the period March, 1820 to March 1st, 
1830 are from Mr. R, Barlow, the Commissioner of the Allahabad divi¬ 
sion, who had formed one of the Mofussil Commissions. 

This series is not complete. The book containing copies of letters 
issued 1 etw een October, 1826 and December, 1827 has been destroyed ; 
and in some of the existing vo’umes one or two of the first or last piges 
are missing. 

16 
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Most of the Correspondence which constiliitos this series is of aii 
liniiiiportant nature. A few of the letters however are important. 
Several of these appear in “ Selectious from the Revenue Records 
of the North-Western Provinces, 1822 33.” 

The first letter is from Allahabad. From the 17th March, 1821 
letters are from Cawnpore. Among the more important letters are the 
following:— 

1. A letter, dated April 10th, 1822, to the Sadder Special 
Commissioners, requesting that the period covere 1 by their enquiries 
be extended to the end of the year 1221 Fasli with a view to include 
the whole of the proceedings of tin; quin<jiiennial settlement. The letter 
encloses a draft of a regulation framed by l,he Molussil Commissioners. 
They stated that this regulation was r^(|uir6d because in 150 villages in 
Cawnpore the real owners were styled 'inustaijirs or rnukicddams and 
the names of outsiders had siil)se(|uenlly been surreptitiously introduced 
into the proprietor’s colninn in the Persian copy of the settlement pro- 
feedings. 

2. A hotter, dated the IGth April, 1«^21, regarding the construction 
of clauses 3 and 4 of section 3 of Pegiilatiori I of 1821. These clauses 
were subseijunitly amended. 

3. A I 'tter, dated the* 0th d lino, 1821, submitting draft rules of the 
pract ice of llio Mofussil S]K‘'-ial Commissioners. 

4. A letter, dated the 3rd October, 1821, in which the Mofussil 

Commissiom'rs objected to hnving to submit detailed report.s of cases 
decided by them. * 

5. A letter, (hated the 3lst January, 1822, jp which the Mofussil 
(hnnmissioners suggested that in lii'eie land should be sold for arrears 
of rcivcrnie only as last resort, by special jr rinission of Oovernment after 
n foil airl explicit statement of tin* eiicumstance.s had been submitted. 

(). A letter, dated tlie 7th February, 1822, reporting the dilficulties 
experienced by the Coinmissiom'rs owing to absence of the Tahsildars’ 
find kaniingos* records. (Many of these were probably made away with 
purpo^^ely to hide fraud.) 

7. A letter, dated the 9th February, 1822, suggesting that in the 
ensuing settlement no engagement should be mede with an}" persons othot 
than proprietors, without previous sanction of Ooverinnont. 

8. A letter, dated the 27th April, 1822. setting forth the general plan 
of operations in the Cawnpore district. The Mo'nssil Commissioners 
tonnd that there had bten collusion between the .^udder and mofussil 
native ofiic(!rs i/i pargaiias where sales took place and in consequence the 

were made away with or mutilati'd; that balances wiiich did 
Pot exist were shown in the accounts and estates were sold at a low 
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figure to relatives of Talisiidara or Dowaiis at a reduce 1 jama. The 
report stated that altliough Government had remitted over 5 lacs of 
revenue in Cawnpore, the landholders derived no benefit and onc-fourtli 
of the bevSt lands had passed into the hands of subordinate officials and 
these got the jama reduced and thereby caused a loss of half lac a year 
to the Government. 

9. A letter, dated the 25th February, 1824, in which the Mofiissil 
Commissioners submiited a r(ivise:l set of rules of practice, as further 
experience rendered it necessary for them to change their method of 
piocedure. 

10. A letter, dated the 6th July, 1824, ou inukhadavii tenures in 
Cawnpore. 

11. A letter, dated the 1st duly, 1825, in which the M d'nssil Commis¬ 
sioners gave their final report on their woidc in Cavvn]K)ie, This letter 
cmitnins 112 paragraphs and is printed in tl.e “ Selections ” mentioned 
above, in vvhicli the date is wrongly given as August the 11th. 

At th(^ end ot 1823 the M-»fiissil S[)ecial Commissioners moved to 
Allahabad, havifig complete 1 their work in Cawnpore, although tluy did 
not submit their final rejiort. till some months later. 

The correspondence contains frequent applications to tlie Sndder 
]\Iolnssil Commissioners for instructions. In some instances thcia^ waa 
difierence of opinion between Alofussil a.nd Sndder Commissiom rs. For 
example, the Mofussil Commissioners expressed an opinion that, it was tJe 
business of the defendant to explain irregularities, and t hat wiieii he was 
unabl(‘ to do this the Commissiom'rs were justified in finding that undue 
inilueiice” had been exercised. Tlie Sudder Commissioners did not agr(‘e 
to this and ovontiially the Mofussil Commissioners lelbrrod tJ.e matter 
to Government. On several occasions the Mofussil ('onnnissionc'rs urged 
the Sudder Commissioners to refer questions on whiibi tlu'y disagreed to 
Governmeiit. In most cases the Sudder Commissioner's refused. 

Another discussion took place on the meaning of the word posses¬ 
sion.’^ 

Series IL—Letters received by the Mofussil Sferixl CovimiHsioners 
from March, to May, f'f /; dum.es. 

The first letter is dat' d the 9th of March, 1821. Most of these) letters 
are unimportant, relating to sucii matters as stationery, stamp-s, .service of 
notices, forwaiding letters (the enclosures being missing in most cases). 
Most of the enclosures are copies of eorrespemdence between Collectors 
and the Boaid of Kevenue and Government relating to settlement. This 
aeries, of course, contains the views of the Sudder Commissioners in 
eases referred to them by the Mofn>si] Cominii-sieners. 



( 108 ) 

Ainoiig llu inti reding kiters ot this series mention may be made of 
a copy of the circular issued on the 12th of D.i'Oiuber, 1802, by the 
Hon’I'le Henry Wellesley, Lieutenant-Governor of the Ceded ProviacOsS, 
to Coluciofs, directing them howto proceed ou assuming charge of the 
newly ced.d districts. 

There are some letters bearing tl;e signatures of Ochterlony, Mac- 
naugliten and other well-known persons. 

The correspondiuKx; for the years 1821 and 1822 is fairly roniplete, 
but very nieagi o for tbc years 1828 and 1824. Some of the letters received 
(luring the years 1824 and 1825 ha ve 1 con bound up at the beginning of 
the volume of letters issued in 1825. The corrispondeiiee of 1827 and 
1828 appi ars Io bc‘imarly complete. The last letter leceivcd that has 
been tiled is dated May 2Gtli, 1820. 

Series III.—Judyeluents or decisions of the Mofiissil Special Conv 
m issionevB, U<:II-'/). 

This series, wdneh is vtr}^ incornplete, consists of three volumes :— 

Volume .1 contains < opif.s ol jmigements delivired at Cavvnpore from 
October 23id, 1821 to No\ember 30ih,T821. 

Volume 11 contains cC'pies of judgements delivered at Cawnpore from 
the 27th January, 1823 to the 4bh July, 1823. 

Volume III contMiis copies of judgi'inonts delivered at Allahabad 
from the 27th November, 1824 to January 27th, 1825. 

Series IV.— Orders and precepts of the Sudder Sjneial Commis¬ 
sioners. 

This series consists of two volumes, which cover the periods August, 
1821 to June, 1822 and December, 1825 to January, 1828, respectively. 

This series coniains only covering letters of orders of the Sudder 
Commissioners issued to the Mofussil Commissioners. Sometimes the 
precepts are addros; ed to two and sometimes to three Commissioners. 

From thcFe precepts it is possible to learn who the Special Commis- 
s’eners were during the periods covered by them. In 182J and 1822 the 
Mofussil Special Commissioners wore 11. G. C. Christian and W. W. Bird; 
iri 1820 they were W. W, Bird and George Warde(Warde having relieved 
Chiistiaii on March 2r)d, 1820). In March, 1827 the Commissioners 
were Biid, Warde and A. J. Colvin. In December, 1827 K. Barlow 
ap[)ears to have repla.ced Warde, and after that date the Commissioners 
were Hird, Colvin and Barlow, 
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Series V,—Abstract statement of cases decided bi/ the Mojussil Special 
Commissioners, 1821 29. 

This scries consists of two volumes which cover the periods from 
April to Dc'ow^ber, 1821 and February, 1823 to February, 1829. In 
the latter volume some statements are missing. 

These give an outline of all ciise.s decided by the Commi.s^i(Ml from 
April, 1821 to December 1821, and for the year 1823. From 1824 
onwards only monthly abstract statements of cases decided exist, one page 
being devoted to each month. Ttie last statement is for the month of 
February, 1829. Some idea of the amount of work done by these Commis¬ 
sioners may 1 e gathered from the fact that up to the 18th December, 1821, 
776 cases had been filed of which 54G had been admitted and 178 decided. 

The Mo^u.ssil Special Commissioners were allowed vacations in the 
same way as a Civil Court. Dut in July, 1824 Bird was ordered to go to 
Cawnpore aud make during the vacation a local empiiry into the nature 
of muidadami tenures. When on tour the Commissioners were given a 
guard. Until August, 1824, these guards were supplied hy Gardner’s 
Horse. 

Cnstoms Records.--\ln\\\ 1807 the Collectors of Customs in the 
province of Agra were under the cont rol of the Board of Trade at 
Fort William, llegulation X of 1807 transferred the oxuitrol to the Board 
of Commissioners in tlie Ceded and Comjuerc^d Provinces. 

When this Boaid was abolished by Hegulation III of 1822 and 
replaced by the Boards of Bevenue in the Western Provinces and in the 
Central Provinces, the^e were given the control of the cusioins within 
their jurisdiction. 

This control was transferred to the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium 
by Kegulation IV of 1826. 

Regulation I of 1833 transferred the control of Customs in the North- 
Western Provinces to the Board of Revenue at Allahabad. 

The Customs records in the Board of Revenue are of two kinds— 
proceedings and correspondence :— 

(1) Proceedings ,above account of the superior administration 
of the Customs Department would lead us to expect to find Customs 
Proceedings from 1807 to 1825 and from 1833 to 1856 in the record 
room of the Board of Revenue. As a matter of fact there exist only 
throe volumes containing isolated body sheets of proceedings between 
those dates. A body sheet does not reproduce any letters. It runs “At 
a consultation held at—on—read letter no. 1; resolved that reply no. 2 be 
sent, etc.'' 
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Fortunately there exists in the Imperial record room nt Calcutta a 
romplete set of the proceedings in the Cu-^ioms Deparlmcnt of the Board 
of Commissioners in the Ceded and Conijuert d Provinoos from S ptember, 
1807 to the end of 1822 and of the Board of Kev^aiue in the Western 
Provinces for the years 1S23, 1824 and 1825. * 

From 1833 there exist in the office of the Board of Revenue at Allaha¬ 
bad only three volumes of [)r(jcee(lings. The first of these contains full 
entries of the proceedings of the Sudder Board of lievcnue at Allahabad 
in the Customs Dep irtniont from April 3rd to June 2ot,h, 1838. 

The second contains full entries of the proce edings of the the Sudder 
Board of Revenue at Allahabad in the Customs Department from January 
3rd to March olst, 1840. These two volumes contain a numher of 
letters from Mr. G. il. Smith, Collector of Customs of North-West 
Fr(tntier, wlio iiud so much to do with the estahlishment of the salt liue. 

The tliird volume of this series consists of full proc'eedings of the Board 
of Revenue in the Customs Department for ilu‘ first quarter of the 
year (855. 

(2) Correspondence .—correspondence is arrangial as follows :— 

(a) Correspondence of the Board oi' Commissioners in the Ceded and 
Con(|ii(‘rcd Provinces. 

(1) Letters received, 1810 to 1821,3 volumes. 

(2) Letters issued, 1810 to 1820, 1 volume. 

(3) Circulars isMiod to the Collectors of (bistoins, 1810-21, 

1 volume. 

(h) Correspondence of the Board of Revenue in the Western PrO’« 
viuces. 

(1) Letters received, 1821, 1 volume. 

(2) Letters issued, 1827 to 1828, 1 volume. 

(3) Circulars issued, 1825, 1 volume. 

(c) Correspomlence of the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium. 

The circulars issued in 182G, 1 volume. 

The general nature of this correspondeuoe is dercrihed in the descrip¬ 
tive account of the Customs records in the offi;:e of the Commissioner of 
the Agra division. 

OUDH RECORDS. 

When the revenue administration of the aftairs of Oiidh was transfer¬ 
red to the Board of Revenue, the Oudh records were placed in the Buurd’a 
record room at Allahabad, 
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As that provin'Je was acquired only in 1853, the pro-mutiny records 
relating to it are of necessity scanty. 

By a notihcatioo, dated the 15th March, 185G, piiblishe l in the Agra 
Oiwernment Gazette oi 8tli April, 185o, the Province of Oudh was divided 
into four divisions, each presided over by a Commissioner. 

Each division consisted of three districts : — 

k Sitapur. 

First division, Sitapur Mahmundee. 

( Bilgirum. 


Second Lucknow 


C Lucknow. 
...< Diriahad, 
Poorwah. 


Third 

Bahraich 

Fourth 

Fy/.abad 



Bahraich. 

Oonda. 

Mullaporo. 


Fyzabad. 
Sultanpur. 
Sal one. 


The Oudh records have been made up into files, which are contained 
in six guard books. The following table shows the nature of each file 
and the number of the guard book which contains it :— 


Number of guard 
hook. 


Number of file. 


Ill 


r> 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


Subject. 


Abseutoo rules of uncovenentod servants. 

Aecou!itant-Gcuoral’s lclt;rs 10 Iho Chief Com- 
mis.sioner. 

Acquisition of land for Government purposes. 

Allowances to the Roman Catholic ebapbuns. 

Bthraiob division. Balance statements in tho 
treasuries of— 

Bondi Eaja. Default of— 

Boundaries. ])ivi.sional and district. 

Civil courts. Claims ol mortgagees to bo heard 
in— 

Dariabad. Mr. Apothecary Thomson’s claim for 
allowanco. 

Dariabad. Revenue pay abstract— 

Establishment. Bovision of district— 

Kanungos. Correspondence regarding nankar 
villages, etc. 
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Number of guard 
book. 

Number of files. 

Subjects- 

... { 

13 

14 

Man Singh, R ija. Corrcsponfl nco regarding— 

Mauza Balmau. Claims of D.il and Nanda, 

1 

15 

Mauza Osmanpur, pargaua Akaarpur, zilla 
Gyzabad, Claims to— 


16 

Miftiny. Rdief to the sufiorers. 


17 

Office of NazimSj ChaklacUre and Amils. 

IV .. 

18 

Office rent. Chargee for— 


19 

Pension. General rules for grant of— 


20 

Pension of 13.‘pum'Baboo Siiheb, 

1 

21 

Poii.sion. R imzan Ally's cl.'iim to— 

/ 

22 

J'ensioD to oriipb y cs of Uto Government. 


23 

Pension to the .sevvan s of E-f-King of Oudh. 


24 

Plunder of jovvored dagger F.hentli from King of 
Oudh. 


25 

Pio'estaiits in the Bahraich division. 


26 

Records. Arrangement oU- 

V] .. ^ 

27 

Rohar Talloo^j.a, Sitapur district, 


2,S ! 

R'V 'Uuo busiuo.ss. l\lont!ily return of — 


2!. 1 

Rcw.ird lo Hard o P> iksli. 


.30 

) 

1 ;u 

1 

Salary. Anaarsduc to the Korve.nls of the Ex- 
Kiiig of ()i:dh. 

Salary of native doct.ors att ebcl to the Superin¬ 
tendent of Irrigation in Oudh. 

\ 

32 

Salary payinont of troops of I'lte Guvornment. 

.V 

S3 

Salpotre monopoly. 

/ 

34 

Settlement, ]856-57. 


35 

Toolsipur Taluqa. Default of the R ijiv. 

V. ..| 

1 

s; 

Troaburic: Rules for— 

37 

Tro.asurins. C rn'siioii lence regarding the receipt 
of straight milled P5icrukhabad rupees. 

\ 

38 

UnbcaltV-ino^B. Corrospondenee regarding—of the 
Khairabad, Bahraich divisions, etc. 


111 addition to the above volumes of files there is a ^uard l)Ook contain¬ 
ing weekly abstracts 3f the proceedings of the Chief Commissioner o{ Oiidh 
in the lleveiiue dep.irtinent from March ord to A[)ril 2r)th, 1(S5C). The 
remainder of the weekly abstracts of prcKieedings are not forthcoming. 
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V—Indices to the Proceedings. 

A feature of the is the ('xistriiee of a largo number of 

volumes of indicos to thoiii. Although tliese iodides are not arranged iii 
alphabotieal order, their existeiioe renders it oorujvirativc]\' easy to trace 
out any document if its approximate <Lato is known. 

There are three classes of indices. 

(i) Tiie separate in li(a!s to each volume oi- group of volumcis of 

proceedings. 

(ii) Special indi 'es to the proceeding': ac(;ording to districts 

(iii) Printed indices i\dating to certain distri 'ta. 

In addition to these there is a large number of registers giving brief 
abstracts of letters issu 'd and received on eacdi day. 

Nature of the indice.3 and how to use them. 

I-—TiiE sEi‘.\[; 7iK Indu es to EActi viomime or Gnoxjr of volumes 

OF Piaa’ELtJiNos. 

Series I. rel>Ui/u>i /o / aj (he -/ir(;cecdli}(jSy i. c. those of 

the JiuarU of lie, 1:0I'lle a!- Fori Wdllo/m, t<'> JSOT. 

To this S(.'ries belong (our voiiimes <tf in !ice.". The inei,Imd adopted 
in the compilation of these indici's wasl.otilo' the proi.'eedings for each 
month and mde\ tliem. dhius there are twelve separate indices for each 
year. 


In eacli ir 

i lex volume thet 

e are five columns : — 



Date of l((Uor. 

D.U- r.f 
coiusull.'iaion. 

(y.UMJlaf ion munhnr. 

* 

Eul)j jct. 

J.)ato of lot.ior 
rt'pliod to. 

1 

2 


A 



i 

1 





In each index volume the lei.lers are arrangi d c/nronologieal ly ae.cord- 
ing to the ofiieial with whom the Board corresponded, e.g, in this series, 
Governor General in Council, Chief Secretary to Covernincnt, Secretary 
for the affairs of the Ceded and (h.)uquci\ d Pi'ovincos, the Collectors oi the 
various districts, Bareilly, Gorakhpur, Adahabad etc. and commercial 
residents. To find a letter in the proceedings, take the volume of 
Proceedings for the month named in column 2 and turn up the consulta¬ 
tion of the date named in coluinn 2. Each letter coiisidiu’ed at the con¬ 
sultation is numbered and the letter In'aring the number iu column 3 of 
the Index Register is the letter required. 

17 
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Series 11.^Indices relating to series IT of the proceeding s^ i.e. those 
of the Board of Commissioners in the Ceded and Conquered Pro¬ 
vinces, 1807 to 1822. 

The volumes of iridiees for this series are 21J in number. The 
index in the last volume relates to the proceedings of this Board 
and of that of the Westc^rn Provinces (scries IV). ilence I describe 
it as half a volume as regards series II. These indices have been 
compiled in a manner different to that adopted for the previous series. 
The proceedings for a whole or a half year are taken and indexed, 
a heafl being given to eafdi district, to the Governor General in ("oniicil, 
Circulars, Mint, Misci'llaneous, and occasionally to one or mori' other sub* 
jects, Fp to and including the year 1817 there is one index (or each 
complete year; this is bound sometimes in one volume and sometimes in 
two. 

From, and including, the year 1818 there are two separate indices for 
each year, one covering tlui six months January to Juno and the other 
covei'ing the second half of the year. 

Series 111,—Indices ^relating to scries ITT of the proceedings, i.e. of 
those of the Board of Commissioners for the Provinces of Benares and 
Behar, 1810 to 1822. 

The index volumes to this series arc 01 in number, tlie fraction being 
(hie to the fac.t that the index volume for 1822 relates to the jiro- 
eeedings of both this Board and that, which Avas const it ii! ('d for tht' 
Central Provinces in 1822 and wliosc proceedings form series V. 

These volumes arc' s<airc(dy wortliy t.o be called indices. Tlc'y are 
merely chronologicail lists of letters classifas 1 under certain comprehensive 
iieads. For the year 1810 separate lieads are not giv('ii even for tlie 
various districts under the control of t.he Board, the indexed heads being 
chi(d]y ih('. (d'flccrs with whom the correspondence was conducted. In the 
lator volumes, howcjver, onoh district, is tlu‘ subject of a sep.'irate index 
head. 

Jdi(*r(' is a s( parate index volunu* for th(' prpeer'dings for each of tlu* 
years 1810, 1817 and 1818, Iavo vohnm s i^ach for those ol’ the years 1819. 
1820 and 1821, while tlu* single volume for the proceedings of the year 
1822 iriclndes those of both the Board of Commissioners for Benares and 
Ibdiar and the Board of llevenne in the Ccmtral Provinces. 

Series TV.—Indices relafing to series TV of the proceedings of the 
Board, i.e. those of the Board of Bevenue for the Western Provinces, 
1822^0 1829. 

The indices to this semies form 17i volumes. The meaning of the 
half volume is explained above. There are two separate indices for 
each year, one fur the first and the other second half of the year. 
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In addition to the two half-yearly volumes of indices there are two 
additional volumes for the year 1827 and one for the year 1828, these 
being the index volumes to the separate proceedings held by Mr. Newn- 
ham already referred to. 

Series V.—Indices relating to series V of the proceedings of the Board, 

i.e. those of the Board of Revenue in the Central Provinces, 1822 to 

1829. 

The index volumes of this series are 7i in number—half for the 
year 1822 and one for each of the succeeding years. 

From the year 1825 onwards there arc three separate indices for each 
year, l elat iiig to the proceedings ot the Board for Bohar, Benares, and 
ihe Western districts, res[)ectiveiy. 

Owing to the fownciss of the heads indexed these volumes are not very 
usel'iil as indices ; moreover some of them are incomplete. 

Series VI.—Indices relating to series VI of the proceedings of the 

Board, ‘i.e. those of the Sadder Boards of R*’/oemie on degnitation 

18:10-1881. 

The procei dings have not been comphitely indexed. As regards the 
year 1880 there is an index of the proceedings of the Sadder Board at 
Fort Wiliiam relating to the Western Provinces. The latter part of 
this index vuliiine relates to the proceedings of the Sndder Board on 
deputation for the period July oOth to J)ecernher, 1880. 

For the year 1881 there is no index to the proceedings of the? Sudder 
Board on deputation, ])ut there arc two volumes containing classified lists 
of correspondence of this Board during the year 1831 : — 

(1) Classified list of corres])oiidencc for first six months of 1831. 

(2) Ditto ditto , second half of 18:31. 

These have been labcdled index volumes, series VI. 

As we have seen there is a hiatus in the proceedings at Allahabad 
between March, L829, and July, 1830. During this period the Sudder 
Board at Fort William controlled the Commissioners of Revenue and 
Circuit. 

There are in the Board’s record room at Allahabad 

( 1 ) A classified list of the correspondence of the Sudder Board at 

Fort Willi.ara with the Commissioners in the Upper Provinces 
from 1st April, 1829 to 23rd July, 1830. 

(2) An index to the proceedings of that Board relating to the 

Western Provinces. 
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Series VTf.—Indices relating to .series VII of the ’proceedings of the 

Board, i.e. those of the Siuhier Board of Revenue in the Western 
Prodtices, 1832 to 1855. 

The index volufnes or <;la,.s.sifi'_‘<i lists of corrcspoDdonce for this 
fi(erio.s extend only up to the end of 1854. They arc made up into forty- 
eight volumes — forty-four half yearly volumes for the period 1833 to 
1853 and four rjua-rterly volumes of the year 1854. 

These lists are ehissifed aecording to the officers corresponded with ; 
there is thus a head for tsa' li Commis^sioner of Revenue and Circuit, one 
for t^’.e Conimissiomsr’of Delhi, one for th<‘ Saiigor and JVerbudda terri¬ 
tories, one for Siiperiiitendent of tlie Family Domains of th(‘ Maharaja 
of [’(umi'cs, one; for Covernment, one for the Accountant, also such head¬ 
ings as circnlurs, miscadlaiieous, and minutes. 

Tlu'abstraxdiS o! pioeeedings ySories VISI) have not been indexed. 

Ill this ])la.ee mention may be made rd the existence in the Hoard’s 
office at Allaliahad of an index volume for the yi^ar 179Ufor the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Sudder Hoard of Revenue at Fort William lelating to the 
province of ilenares. 

2. Sl'ErjAii INDICES To TDK PllOCEEDlNCS ACt^oRDINUi TO ])ISTRlCTS. 

Each of these special indices (which are in manuscript) tills a folio 
volintie. 


These indicc'w h.iv e lusm com|nled only for certain of the districts which 
M'ere within tbe ju! i diction uf the Hocisl o( Chmimissinm rs for Benares 
and Hehar aicl la,'i( r of tie* Hoard of Revenue of the GeiUral Provinces. 


TIk'SC sp 

( ial iiaiic 

e,^ form ; 

a seri(;s of 

sevtm folio 

voluuK.'S :— 

(i) Sln( 

.;i;ii ? 

i. tcj 

< ior.'ikl'.pii 

if roriospcljdt 

nice 

jBJtitoIRDJ 

l‘J) 

D;i,lo 


Don,' n\s 

ditto 


18 J a to 18-28 

(•'h 

it tto 


G ha7.1]'nr 

(iitl o 


IS 17 to 1S29 

yt) 

DiMe 


C;a^ nporo 

ditto 


•lSU2to]R2f) 

('0 

] >( 1 iO 


D;iik,Di. 

ditto 

.. 

.18l2tolS2l 

tr.) 

i ht'.i 


Jf;.mi]Hir 

d i tto 


JRlS to 182K 

<0 

Dii'o 


K.:loi 

ditto 


1823 to 1821) 

9’h VO 

hmtes. 

all, 

liougll lU' 

■>t a)n';tiigef 

1 ehr; nolog 

ca'ly, render it com- 

i.'U'ati vely i : 

isy 1,0 [ 

ill' 

1 in file ] 

)’.oe, (‘ding 

■; 1 (‘tiers rel 

tting to the districts 


lo which tlic}' nrCcr during I,he perit>ds to which ti)ey relate. 

Sir William lluiitei wiote oftluan: — 

“ They exhibit, every renjarkable event that occurred and every 
unport.iTit point that ai-osc in the administration of their respective 
<i!si, ricts during the period to which they ixTer ; and a person accustomed 
10 the use of re 'otds ean gat^'cr more uialerials for a lifelike reproduc¬ 
tion of the country of n century ago from these tattered volumes than 
from all tiu' prin{('f! s.nurces ])ut logethor,” 
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Each index re.o^ister contains the followiiitr columns 


Date of letter. 

Dati' of It ttor 
replied to. 

1 

2 




Consultiiticn number, j Subj\u:t. 


3 



Date of 
consultut.on. 


For the piirpos(jS of retcroiico coluiiiiis 3 and 5 are important, If 
the entiy against tlie 1'tier vviiicli it is desired to consult bo 22 in 
column 3 and April 27tli in column 5, (a,ko down thc^ volume of pro¬ 
ceedings for the mouth of April of the yacir iii (piesiion, turn up the 
])roeeedings for the 27Ui of the niontii (wi-itlon on top of the page) 
niid then look u[) the. (l.xmment mnnbi.'re 1 22 in th-' first colinnn of the 
])iige. Tliis will be :i full cojiy of the dociimcni. in question. 

(1) S'])h(‘/ud rmlex to the. (forah'lij/ur corrcy.jiovdcnce, i;vif)-lS29. 

The first entry in this index is dated tin,' 2:jd April, 1819, and the last 
2(jth August, 1829. 11 covers volumes d2 to 82 of the proceedings of 

the Foard of Gorninissioiuns for lleh.ar and IVnares (Series III) and 
volume, 1 to 118 of the proceedings of the .Ijoard of Revenue in the Ceii- 
triil Provinces (Stnies V). From February to August, 1829, the index 
relates to the proceeiiiigs of i hc' vSiidder Hoard at Fort William. 

In the case ol each ietter tie-(une of tiU‘coiisuhc.tieii and the consul¬ 
tation Liumbei' IS given. 

Speaking generally (he corre. pondeiice is classified under the follow¬ 
ing heads (1 ) jiands, (2) Miscellaneous, (3) Sayar. From April to June, 
1820, >Sayar is iiiclinled with Miscellaneous. In places there is a fourth 
head ‘‘Waid.s.'’ Uudtrliie above heads ail conespondence sometimes 
lo)' two months, soineiimes I'or three and occasionally lor six, is grouped. 

( 2 ) dSjhxicd- ihdAX to (he Bcaarts correi^pondence, 1810-1828. 

'rile first entry i,-: datul February 8th, 1810, and the last December 
12th, 1828. This covers thi' whole of Series Ill of the Hoard’s proceed¬ 
ings and volumes 1 to HO of Series V. 

iV./>.--Frcim J.iniiary, Uic Onlral Board classified its proceedings under 

three huuls (1) i;cli:;r, (3) III uare.s and (loraklipiir, (3) Western districts. Until tho end 
of J8lvS tho cort'(':;porid( iicc is arranged cdirf'nclngically in this index voliiino. From 
the Ist Jaiiuaiy, iHl9, onwards the correspondence is classifiLd under the heads (1) 
Lauds, (2) MisLcllaii' i'iis, (3) Sayar. For the period Novomber and December, 1820, a 
foiuth head ‘ Ciicularo ” is added. 
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The abstract of the letters in this volume are raueh fuller than those 
in the volumes relating to Gorakhpur, but the consultation numbers of 
the letters are not always given. 

(3) Special index to ijie (Ihazipu'’^ correspondence, 1817-1829. 

Toc first entry is dated April 7th, 1817, and the last August 24th, 

1829. 

It covers voluines 15 to 82 of Series III and volumes 1 to 118 of Series 
IV of tlic Board’s ])roceedings at Allahabad. From March 1st to August 
24th, 1829, it redates to the proceedings of th(i Sudder Board at Fort 
William. 

Up to the end of 1818 the coire.spondence is arranged chronologically. 
From January 1st, 1819, it is clas.si(ied under the heads (1) Lands, (2) 
Miscellaneous, (3) Sayar, but for tin* period January to June, 182(J, tl^-re 
are only two heads : Lands and Miscellaneous. 

Tlui consultation number is usually given against each letter, some¬ 
times against a letter is a red ink entry, su(*h as, “vide col lector of 
Benares,” “ vide appendix no. 1,” “ vide Secretary to Government,” “ vide 
appendix 1 ”. The abstracts of tlu^ letters given generally convey a fair 
idea of the contents. 

(4) Special index to the Ca'ivnvore correspondence, 182*2-1829. 

The first enlry is dated iho 18th October, 18*22, and the last 10th 

February, 1829. It covers volumes 10 to 118 of Series V of the 
Board’s Proceed ings. 

The classilical ion of the correspondenre is like that of the Gorakhpur 
index, except that tliere is no special heading “ \Var(]s’^ Tluvre are some 
times red ink mai’ginal enlric s of llu' kind described under the Ghazipur 
index. 

The abstracts give a veiy fair idea of the letters to which they 
relate. 

(5) Special index to the Banda corvespondenae, 1822-1829. 

The first entry is dated the 15th October, 1822, and the last 28th 
February, 1829. It covers volumes 9 to 118 of Series V of the Board's 
Proceedings. 

The classification of the correspondence is like that of Gorakhpur, 
except that thc're is no special heading “ Wards 

(0) Special index to the Jaunpur correspondence, 1818-1828. 

The first entry is dated 6th OcLBer, 1818, and the last 30th December, 
1828. It covers volumes 36 to 82 of Series III and volumes 1 to 116 of 
Series V of the Board’s proceedings. Prior to 1819 the letters are 
entered chronologically; from 1st January, 1819, they are classified under 
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the heads (1) Lands, (2) Miscellaneous (3) Sayar. The consultation 
number is almost invariably recorded against each letter and the abstracts 
give a fair idea of the contents of the letters. There are sometimes 
mai'giual refereueea like those described under the (iluizipur index. 

(7) Special index to the Kalpi correspondence. 1823-1829. 

The first entry is dated the 7i.h January, 1823, and the last Oth Feb¬ 
ruary, 1829. It covers volumes 13 to 118 of Series V of the Board’s 
Proceedings. 

The correspondence ivS classified under the heads (1) Lands, (2) Miscel¬ 
laneous. (3) Sayar. In 1829 a fourth head “ Customs ” occurs. 

33]ere are somotimos irairginal references like those described under 
the Gliazipur index. The abstracts of the letters given, like those of 
Gorakhpur, are rather brief. 

3. ITUNTEO INDIUF.S RELATING TO CERTAIN DISTRICTS. 


These were compiled about 40 years ago by l\Ir. E T. Atkinson, I.C.S,, 
under the orders of the Governinont in order to render “ available to 
Goveriunent. its (LI cors jind the publii* the valuabh' information which 
at present lies buried in the old records of the Board of Bevenue.” 
3’liese prinKu] volumes contain brie! abstracts of only the more important 
document s. They are not arranged aliihabetically or by subjects (except 
that lett,ers relating to pensions are sometinKvs grouped sepa,rately) but 
ehrmiologically axa/ording to years. 

Ea(L page has iltree columns, giving— 

<1) Tile date of the consultation at whi(B the document was consi¬ 
dered. 

(2) 33i(; miinber of th(' document in the consultation. 

(3) The natui'r of the dotaimcnt. 

ddiese juinted iiidi(*es relate to the following districts and cover the 
periods given against each. 

I.—The Agra district ... ... ... 1804-1854 

11.—The Etawah di.-trict (including Etah) ... 1803-1854 

(II. —The Eari'ukhabad district ... ... 1803-1854 


ry_ f The Muttra district 7 

t The Mainpuri district f 
V.—The Aligarh district 


VI.—The Banda district 


1831-1854 

1804-1836 
1806-1854 


yij_ f The Kalpi district ... ... ,,, 1806-1854 

\The Hamirpur district ... ... 1829-1854 

YIII.—The Allahabad district ... ... 1803-1854 


IX.—The Cawnpore district ... ... 1803-1854 

X. —The Fatehpur district ... ... 1816-1854 
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In ease of llie index relating te the Agra dhstriet a catch word 
for each letter has been prinled in heavy type in thn margin. This of 
course facilitates referencing. In the oihirs there is no catch word given 
in the margin. 

In the case of each subject an attempt lias been made to enter against 
that subject the dates and consultation numbers of all k tiers of the year 
in question dt.alirig with that siilqect. 

The Agra index is the best. The abstracts give a good idea of the 
contents of the documents to which tliey rulat(i and the correspondence 
listed includes some letters of a general nature. 

The Banda abstracts are good, tJiosc in the case cT P'tawah, Muttra 
and Mainpuri are rather brief. 

hsue and liexcrpt Registers. 

A very brief ab.sti'act of every letter n^ceived and issued by each of 
t he Boards was entered in a diary, the letters i.ssiK'd being separated 
from tho.;e reetdved. Win n the varinus Fmards of Iteveniio wore replac¬ 
ed in 1821' by ('ominissioiiers of Bev(mu(-) and Circuit, these lists of 
letters issuid and rt'coived, tog ‘ther with the correspondence of which 
th(iy formed a rec ird, were hamled ovto' to the several Commissioners. 

In the ofIic(!s of the ( commissioners <d' the BenareiS, Gorakhpur, and 
Allalialud divisions, these abstract regislers of letters issued and receiv¬ 
ed still exist, and are referred to in the notes dealing with the pre-mutiny 
rt'.cords of thos» divisional ()j)ic(xs. 

'Tiiose ap})ertaining to the other Commissionerships have been 
destroyed. 

The only issiu; and receipt registers of an earlier date than 1831 in 
the office of iho Board of llevimueare somt; relating to certain districts 
of Biihar and to correspondence ol a general nature. 

These issue and receipt vegislm’vS form two more or loss continuous 
sei'ies ; — 

I.—Eleven volumes of despatch registers from 1818 to 1829. 

II.—Twenty-six volumes of receipt registers from 181G to 1829. 

Some of them include letters issued and rec. ived in the Customs 
department. 

From the lieginning of lSGl tlio issue and receipt registers are com- 
jilote and cover all tlie corresjiondeiice of the Board. 

The letters (of which they contain the briefest possible abstract) are 
classed according to the official addressed by or addressing the Board. 

In most cases the date of tlie consultation at which they were discussed 
and the consultation number are entered in the register, but this is not by 
any means invariably done in the earlier registers. * 
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In the two volumes of issue and re^ieipt registers for 1831 the letters 
issued and received care roooi dcd in parallel columns. 

For 1832 and t.he ye irs that follow there are separate registers for 
letters issued and despatched. 

From 1822 to the end of 1857 there are thirty-six volumes of those 
jeceipb registers. 

The issue registers for the period 1832 to 1857 inclusive consist of 
thirty-three volumes. Tiie volumes of 1835 to 1837 are missing and are 
supposed to have been burned in the mutiny. 

How to find a record. 

If the date or the approximate date of the record be known the most 
expeditious method is to consult the index belonging to class I. 

If the date is not known and the document relates to one of the 
districts for which there are printed iiidi(;es, the appropriate printed 
index should first be consulted. If the document in question is not 
listed ill this, the approximate special index register should be consulted 
if the document relate to one of the districts for which such indices have 
been prepared. 

Tf these two indices fail, reference maybe made to the special lists. 
These give the dale of the letter and usually the consultation date 
and number; whi're those latter details are not entered in the list it will 
bo advisable to consult the index register of class I of the month lo which 
the letter relates. This will show the consultation at which the docu¬ 
ment was (lisciiased and the consultation number and will make it an easy 
matter to turn up the letter in the proceeding. 

Incases ivlu're the register of letters issued and received is not in 
the Board’s record room, the only method of finding a record of Jwhich 
the date is not known is by going systematically through the indices 
of class L 


U 



CHAPTER VIII. 


; PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE COMMIS¬ 
SIONER OF THE MEERUT DIVISION. 

All the records in the Commissioner’s ofuce at Meerut were destroyed 
during the mutiny. The few pre-mutiny records that now exist in the 
Commissioner’s office were sent from other record rooms since 1857. 

When Commissioners of Kevenue and Circuit wtTe appointed in 1829 
to do the work of the Western and Central Boards of Revenue these 
Boards were dissolved. On their dissolution their correspondence, apper¬ 
taining to each division, appears to have ])eeu sent to the several Commis¬ 
sioners, correspondence of a general nature and volumes of proceedings 
were left v\ith the Commissioner of the Agra division in tbe^ case of the 
Western Board, and of the Allahabad division in the case of the Central 
Board. 

Later, when a Board of Revenue in the North-Western Provinces 
was oonslituted the volumes of proceedings of the previous Boards weie 
sent to its record room at Allahabad, but tlie loose correspondence was 
left with the Commisflioiiers. 

When the pre-mutiny records of the Commissioner 0 / the Agra 
division were ovorl.auled in 1904, and again in 1911, a number of records 
relating to districts in the Meerut division was discovered. This corres¬ 
pondence Avas classified, placed in guard books and sent to Meerut, as 
were all duplicates of circulars. The existence of these duplicates in 
the Agra Office is accounted for by the fact that when, in 1835, the 
Fan*ukhabad division was absorbed into the Agra division, tlie records 
of the foi mer were sent to the record room of the Commissioner of the 
Agra division. 

It should be noted that in 1911 the Aligarh district was in the 
Meerut division. 

The records in the Commissioner’s office consist of twenty-four guard 
b^oks. 

The correspondence has been classified as below : — 

General correspondence .—One volume of judicial and revenue cir¬ 
culars received by the Comraisbionor between 1829 and 1857. 

Correspondence relating to the Meerut district ,—Two volumes of 
revenue correspondeuce, 1824 to 1829, 
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Corrcfipondence relating to the Aligarh district.^HeTi volumes of 
revenue correspondence, 1809 to 1841 and one volume of judicial corres¬ 
pondence. 

Cof'respondence relating to the Bulandshahr district. —One volume 
of revenue correspondence, 1824 to 1829. 

CorrespondencG relating to the SaJtaranpur district. —One volume 
of revenue correspondence, 1813 to 1829. 

Correspondence relating to the Muza^arnagar district. —One volume 
of revenue correspondenco, 1824 to 1829. 

Correspondence relating to Dehra Du7i.^Ono volume, 1855. 

Custo'nis 7'ecords.—Six volumes of Meerut Custom House correspon¬ 
dence and one volume of Aligarh Custom House correspondence. 

In 1904 all the records relating to the above named districts and 
to the Meerut Custom House were listed in volumes II, III and IV of the 
prinlied lists entitled “ Commissioner’s ollioe, Agra division, Pre-Mutiny 
Kecords.” After tlie lists had boon priuteil further correspondeuce was dis¬ 
covered. Those records have been placed in their appropriate places in the 
various guard books. The result, of course, is that the printed lists are 
nut exhaustive and they cover only about one-third of the records—but 
they are useful as showing the nature of the records which, generally speak¬ 
ing, are of little importance or interest. Description of them is superlluous. 
For their general nature the student is referred to the description of the 
Farrukhahad re^jords and the customs records in the account of the 
records in tin; j-ecord room of the Commissioner of the Agra division, also 
to the volumes of the printed lists, mentioned above. 

As regards the customs records it is necessary to remember that the 
Meerut Custom lloubc, when it was created by UegoLilion IX of 1810, 
was placed in ciiarge of a deputy collector, who was subordinate to the 
Collector of Covermnent Customs at Agra, and who communicated wiCh 
superior authorities through that officer. This explains why many of the 
early Meerut custouis reconls are addressed to the Collector of Govern¬ 
ment Customs at Agra. This arrangement persisted for only two or 
three ? years ; the Meerut Custom House being subsequently placed under 
an independent Collector of Government Customs. 

A custom house at Aligarh was established by Regulation XI of 
1804. This was placed in charge of the Collector of Revenue. Regula¬ 
tion IX of 1810 abolished the Aligarh Custom House, so tiiat the Aligarh 
customs records after that year relate only to the levy of town duties and 
the duty on salt. 
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The pre-mutiny records in the office of the Commissioner of the 
Meerut division have been tied up in four hastas :— 


Number of 
hadta* 


Contents. 


f One volume of general correspondence. 

I Two volumes of Meerut revenue correspondence. 

^ One volume of Jlulandshahr correspoadeiice. 

■ One volume of Sabaranpur correspondence. 

One volume of Mnzaffarnag.ir correspondence. 

^One volume of Dchra Dun coriespoiidcnce. 

, Six volumes of Meerut Custom House correspondence. 

, Six volumes of Aligarh revenue correspondence, 1809 to 
1820. 

f Four volumes of Aligarh revenue correspondence, 1821 to 

I 18-11. 

j One volume of Aligarh Judicial correspondence. 

^^One volunie of Aligarh Custom House correspondence. 



CHAPTER IX. 

PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAGISTRATE 
AND COLLECTOR, MEERUT. 

I. —Origin of the district. 

II. —The formation of the Meerut, Saharanpur, Bulandsbahr and 

Muzatfarnagar districts. 

III. —General nature of the records. 

IV, —Classification and arrangement of the records. 

V.—Descriptive account of the records. 

N.B. —The records in this record room include in addition to those 
relating to the present Meerut district the following: — 

(1) Correspondence relating to the Moradabad district hot ween 

September, 1803, and September, 1804. 

(2) Correspondence relating to the Saharanpur district from Sep¬ 

tember, 1803 to 1814. 

(3) Correspondence relating to the Muzaffarnagar and Bulandsbahr 

districts from September, 1803 to 1824. 

(4) Correspondence relating to Debra Dun district from 1815 to 

1825. 

I—Origin of the district. 

The early changes in the Meerut district were so many that it is not 
easy to follow the history ol the district. This is so closely connected 
with that of the Moradabad, Saharanpur, Bulandsbahr, and MuzafFarna- 
gar districts that it is advisable to deal with them simultaneously. 

II—The formation of the Meerut, Saharanpur, Bulandsbahr, and 
Muzaffarnagar districts. 

These districts formed part of the “ Dooaub conquered from Dowlat 
Raow, Sciiidia, by the British Arms.’’ 

The treaty ceding the territory was signed in December, 1803, but the 
British took possession and began the administration some months before 
this. 

There is in the Meerut records a letter, dated the 8th September, 1803, 
addressed to W. Leycestcr, Esquire, Collector of Moradabad, who had to 
administer the new territory as well as his own district. On October 
the 2nd that oflScer was directed to settle and collect the revenije of this 
new territory. 

The territory conquered from Scindia was divided by the British into 
the districts of Agra, Aligarh and Saharanpur. The boundaries of these 
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districts were fixed provisionally by a meeting of the three Collectors 
held at Koel in October, 1803. 

The yaharanpur district so constituted consisted of 53 parganas and 
includiiig roughly the present districts of Meerut, Muzaffarnagar, Saha- 
ranpur and Bulandahahr. 

Early in 1804 Leycostcr was given an Assistant, Mr. G. D. Guthrie 
who was stationed at Saharanpur. lie was put in immediate charge of 
the newly acquired territory. In August, 1804, this was constituted a 
separate district, the district of Saharanpur, with headquarters at 
Meerut. Guthrie was appointed Collector.* 

For magisterial purposes the Saharanpur district was divided into 
two portions—the Northern and Southern divisions. The following letter 
was sent to Guthrie in November, 1804, by Mr. Fombelle, Secretary to 
Government, Department of Ceded and Conquered Provinces. 

“ I am directed to state that His Excellency the Most Noble the 
Governor in Council has been jdeased to determine that two zillah courts 
of judicature shall be established in the division of the Conquered Pro¬ 
vinces hitherto denominatinl the zillah of Sabaninpore according to the 
following boundaries and denominations, viz. i—The southern division of 
zillah of Saliarunporo, bounded by the river Ganges to the east, the river 
Jumna to the west; the zillah of Allyghur to the south, and a line drawn 
from tlie right hank of ilie river Ganges parallel with the town of 
Muzatfarnaghur to Jlamroy ghat on the left of tbr^ river Jumna to the 
north. The iiorllieni divi>>ioii of tlie zillah Saliarunporo : bounded by the 
river Ganges to the oast; the river Jumna to the west; the southern 
division ol zillali Saharunpoia; to the south ; and Sirinaghiir hills to the 
north. The Governor General in Couueil has been pleased to fix the 
residence of the Judge and Magistrate of the southern division of the 
zillah of Saharuopore at, or in the immediate vicinity of, the town of 
Meerut, and tliat of the. Judge and Magistrate of the northern division of 
the zillah of Saharunjiore at, or in the immediate vicinity of, the town of 
Sahariiiqiore. His Excellency in Council has also been pleased to deter¬ 
mine that the jurisdiction of the Colh^ctor of the revenue of the zillah of 
Saharunpore shall bo extended to both the divisions of that zillah; and 
that the residence of the Collector shall be fixed at, or in the immediate 
vicinity of, the town of Meerut.’* 

The letter further notifies that Mr. Guthrie is appointed Collector 
of Saharanpur, with his headipiartcrs at Meerut, on a salary of Rs. 2,000 
per mensem, plus a commission on the sale of spirits and drugs and 


• Bee page 13G of this volumo. 
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stamped paper. It also appoints that oHlcer Collector of Government 
Customs on a commission of 2J per cent. 

Thus, from the end of 1804, there was one Magistrate for the northern 
division of Saharanpur (Saharanpur) and another for the southern division 
(Meerut), hut only one Collector for both divisions, whose headquarters 
were at Meerut, hut who was called the Collector of Saharanpur. 

Mr. Wilkinson was appointed Judge and Magistrate of the northern 
division with headquarters at Saharanpur. This division was of limited 
extent as the jurisdiction of Judges went in those days. Accordingly 
Regulation XIV of 1806 abolished the court of Dewauny Adawlut of the 
zillah of the northern division of Saharanpur and incorporated the juris¬ 
diction with that of the Dewanny Adawlut of the zillah of the southern 
division. 

The Regulation, however, allowed the northern division to remain as a 
separate criminal jurisdiction reserving to tlie Governor General in 
(.\mucil the powe.r to }i!)()]isli it should tl)is step ])e deemed advisable. 
Accordingly, Mr. Wilkinson was appointed to olTiciale at Meerut as Judge 
of both divisions and Magistrate of the southern division, while Sir Roger 
Martin was appointed Magistrate of the northern division on a salary of 
Jis. 1,500. 

Thus, after Regulation XIV of 1800 came into operation, there was 
one Collector for both Northern and Soutliern divisions of the old Saha¬ 
ranpur district with headquarters at Meerut, one Judge for both divi¬ 
sions who held his court at Meerut, and a separate Magistrate for the 
Nortliern division whoso headcpiarters were Saharanpur. 

After a few years, it was found that this huge district was too large 
to be properly supervised by one revenue officer. Accordingly, in 1814 
(or possibly in 1813) Mr. R. Chamberlain was placed on deputation as 
Assistant Collector in charge of some of the northern parganas. His 
headquarters appear at first to have been at Manglaur, but on the 18th 
October, 1814, the Board of Commissioners wrote to him saying “ under 
the addition ol’ district which has recently been annexed to your charge, 
the Board arc of opinion that your Sudder treasury should be kept at 
Saharanpur.’^ The Assistant Collector, however,'continued to reside at 
Manglaur. A few days later (1st November, 1814) the Board wrote 
to Mr. Chamberlain “the district placed under your charge by the 
recent and former orders of Government is the same which is subject 
to the jurisdiction of the Magistrate of the Northern division of zillah 
Saharanpur.” Thus the Saharanpur coilectorship may be said to take 
its origin from tlie date of Mr. Chamberlain’s deputation. That officer 
was practically independent. He communicated directly with the Board 
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and although his accounts had to be submitted to the 
held at tant-General and the Board of Commissioners through the Collec- 
Meerut, the latter officer appears to have exercised no immediate 
. mtrol over the treasury at Saharanpiir. 

Between December 15th, 1815, and January 16th, 1816, Mr. Cham¬ 
berlain was replaced by Mr. S. P, Calvert, who changed his headquarters 
from Manglaiir to Saharanpiir. 

The oorrcspondence of the Collector of Saharanpur upto 1814 is in 
the record room of the Collector of Meerut. 

Meanwhile, Dehra Dun had been conquered from the Gurkhas, and on 
the 17th November, 1815, a Government Order was issued directing the 
permanent annexation of that territory and its union with the Saharan¬ 
pur district. On .January 26th, 1815, the Secretary to Government wrote 
to Mr. Grindall, the Magistrate of the Northern division of Saharanpur, 
directing him to take charge of Dehra Dun from Mr. Fraser (vide note 
on the Dehra Dun pre-mutiny records) and to act in concert with 
Mr. Chamberlain or other officer who might be directed to take charge of 
tlic revenue of the Dun, and, on March 2bth, 1816, similar orders were 
issued by the Board of Commissioners to ]\lr. Calvert, who was directed 
to proceed to Dehra ])uri and arrange, in concert with the Magistrate, 
the situations of thi' pargana Kacheris. Kegulatipn IV of 1817, gave 
legislativ(^ sanction to the above arrangement. 

In April, 1817, the Collector of Saharanpur (Meerut) took leave and 
Mr. Calvert was placed in charge of the whole district ixs a temporary 
measure until the arrival ol‘ Mr. Murray at Meerut. 

The annexation of Dehra Dun had added so greatly to the work of 
the collocLorate of Saharanpur (Meerut) that in 1817 it was decided to 
divide the district into two separate colleetorships. 

As we have seen, the Northern division of Saharanpur had for some 
years been in immediate charge of an Assistant Collector on deputation 
and in October, 1818, this was formally constituted into a separate collec- 
torate. The incumbent was called the Collector of Saharanpur—Mr. 
Moore being the first Collector—while the original Collector of Saha¬ 
ranpur, whose headquarters had always been at Meerut, became the 
Collector of Meerut. His jurisdiction consisted of tlie old southern divi¬ 
sion of Saharanpur plus some parganas of the Aligarh district. 

The abolition of the Dowanriy court at Saharanpur in 1806 and its 
amalgamation with the court at Meerut had produced some dissatisfac¬ 
tion. It was repeatedly brought to the notice of Government that 
distance discouraged the inhabitants from applying to the courts for 
redrafts of civil grievances, and that consequently violent a/frays were 
frequent. 
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Matters became still worse after the auLexation of Dehra Dun to the 
Saharanpur district, and, on February 2Sth, 1817, Mr. Leyoesterj the 
second Judge of the Bareilly Court of Appeal and Circuit said :— 

“ I beg to represent that there seems to me a very great necessity for 
establishing a civil court at Saliaranpur. People; will not go from that 
distance to Meerut and now also from Dehra Dun, in search of justice. 
They cannot afford it. The consequence is a greater prevalence here 
than elsewhere of an appeal to arms to settle private rights and that the 
Magistrate’s lists exhibit a great many cases which ought to have been 
laid exclusively in llie civil court.’’ 

Accordingly the establishment of a separate judgeship for the Nor¬ 
thern division of Saliaranpur was determined upon. A resolution of the 
Vice-President in Council, dated the 14th April, 1818, runs :—“The Vice- 
President in Council is of opinion that the ro-establishment of the 
Dewanny Adawlut of the Northern division of Saharanpur is essential to 
the due administration of justice, to the proper maintenance of the rights 
and interests of the inhabitants end the prosperity of tlie country. He 
is accordingly pleased to pass the following resolutions :— 

lsi{. —That from the 30th June, 1818, tlic district of Saharanpur be 
divided into two distinct zlllahs, the Northern to be denomina¬ 
ted “ the zillah of Saharanpur’' and the Southern division 
“ the zillah of Meerut.” 

271(7/.—That tlie local jurisdiction of the Judge and Magistrate of the 
zillah Saharanpur shall, for the present, correspond with the 
locxil limil.s of the jurisdiction hitherto under the chai'gc of the 
Magistrate of the Nortlierii division of Saharanpur, together 
with a portion of tlic district of Moradobad, ccjmprising 
the whole or such part as may be judged expedient of the 
thana jurisdictions whiidi are now under the immediate charge 
of Mr. Chalmer in his capacity of joint Magistrate of Morada- 
bad. 

3rfZ.—That Mr. GrindalD be appointed to the oflScc of Judge and 
Magistrate of the zillah of Saharanpur with the annual salary 
of Es. 30,000 per annum. 

Mil ,—That Mr. Chalmer be appointed to the ofhcc of Register of 
the Dewanny Adawlut of the zillah Saharanpur and that in 
that capacity to be vested with the special powers described in 
sections 9 and 12, Regulation XXIV of 1814. 

hth —Tliat Mr. Chalmer continue to reside at Nagina or some 
other convenient place within that part of the district of 

* This ofliuer wtis, as we have seen, Magiatrato of the h^orthern division of Saharanpur. 

19 
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Moradabad which under the foregoing resolution may be 
annexed to zillah Saharaiipur, and that he exercise within 
the thannahs above alluded to the powers and functions of 
Joint Magistrate under the regulation.” 

But the Judges of the Provincial Court of Bareilly protested against 
the annexation of any part of the Moradabad district to Saharanpur on 
the ground that it would lead to much practical inconvenience; hence 
on Augusc 28th, 1818, the part of the order which direcced the annexa¬ 
tion was cancelled. 

Dehra Dun remained attached to the Saharanpur district until 
December, 1825. However, in October, 1822, the Hon. F. J. Shore, 
who was stationed at Bulandshahr, was directed to take charge of the 
Dun as Joint Magistrate. From the date of Mr. Shore’s assumption of 
that charge, Dehra Dun was practically separate from the Saharanpur 
district, although Mr. Shore was subordinate to the Judge and Magis¬ 
trate and to the Collector of Saharanpur until D.^coniber, 18'i5, when 
under th(; provisions of Regulation XXI of 1825,'the Dun was attached 
to the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Kumaun. Thus there are 
among the Saharanpur ])apers prior to 182G a number of documents 
relating to Dehra Dun. 

As early as 1820 Mr. Cavendish had been ]>laced in charge of the 
revenue of certain of the parganas in the southern part of Saharanpur, 
includiug Muzaffarnagar. In 1821 that officer was, at the suggestion 
of Mr. W. Ewer, Superintendent of Police of the Western Provinces, 
invested with criminal powers on account of the prevalence of the crime 
ol robbery. 

In 1824 these southern p.-.,rganas together with part of Meerut 
district wore divided off to form the Sub-Collectoratc and Joint Magis¬ 
tracy of Muzaffuriiagar, Mr. Dundas, the principal assistant in the 
Wostorn division of the Delhi territory, being appointed to the charge. 
In the same year, the Bulandshahr district was separated from Meerut. 

In 182G some transfers of territory wore made from Saharanpur to 
Muzaffarnagar, which was then raised to the status of a regular district. 
Ill—General Nature of the Records. 

The records in this district, as in most others, have suffered at the 
bands of the weeder. The letters issued, being copied out into registers, 
have not been weeded. The weeding of the letters received was so 
rigorous that it has literally decimated this part of the records. Only 
one letter relating to the years 1829-30 and 1831 has been preserved. 
The letters received have been pasted in six guard books, while the letters 
issued ffll 84 volumes. Fortunately most of the earlier letters received 
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have been preserved. The later ones relate chiefly to nazul. There 
is nothing of general interest in this record room which is not to be found 
in more complete form in other record rooms and there is not very much 
of local interest. For these reasons it is not deemed necessary to 
describe the records in any detail. The letters have not been indexed. 
There are lists of letters received, but as the great majority of these 
letters has been weeded out, the lists are of not much value to the 
student. The lists of letters received fill 14 volumes, while the guard 
books containing the surviving letters are only six in number, 

IV—Classification and Arrangement of the Records. 

The letters received have been pasted into guard books and copies 
of the letters issued have been made in registers. 

The letters received. 

These have been classified chronologically, and fill six guard books. 
They are without exception addressed to tlio Collector. All the lettcrs^ 
received by the Magistrate have been destroyed. 

The letters issued. 

The arrangement of these reciuiros some little explanation. In the 
ofiice of the Colleetoj’of Meerut, the English records, whether pre or 
post-mutiny, arc c;lassified according to their contents and fall into 25 
classes or parts as they are called in tlu; register in which they are 
listed. Of these 25 parts, only seven contain pre-mutiny records. 

Fart I consists of the six volumes of letters received which have 
beeiT mentioned above. 

Part II consists of, in addition to post-mutiny records,— 

(a) Fourteen volumes of index registers of letters received between 

icS()5 and 1857. 

(b) One volume of copies of miscellaneous letters issued in 1805. 

(c) Thirty “four volumes of copies of revenue letters issued to 

Government, the Board of Itevenue, and the Commissioner 
between 1818 and 1<S51. 

Part III consists of, in addition to post-mutiny records,— 

(a) Thirty-three volumes of miscellaneous revenue letters issued 
between 1808 and 1853. 

(h) Three volumes of abkari letters issued between 1842 and 1863. 

Part IV consists of, in addition to post-mutiny records,— 

Three volumes of judicial letters issued to the Commissioner, 
These cover the periods 1843 to 1848 and 1852 to 1855. 

Part V consists of, in addition to post-mutiny records,— 

Eleven volumes .of miscellaneous judicial letters issued between 

1837 and 1859. 
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Part VITI consists of, in addition to post-mutiny records,— 

Two'volumes of registers relating to land taken up for public 
purposes prior to the mutiny. 

Part XVIII consists of, in addition to post-mutiny records,— 

One volume of circulars issued by the Nizamat Adawlut in the 
period 1841 to 1844. 

The remaining “ Parts contain only post-mutiny records. 

From the point of view of the historical student, this arrangement 
is defective in that the early and late records are mixed up altogether. 
Moreover, the system of classification as regards the pre-mutiny records 
has not always been intelligently followed. Thus prior to the year 1818 
all kinds of revenue letters issued were copied in the same register and 
it was only after 1818 that the cleavage took place between letters sent 
to Government, the Hoard of He venue or the Commissioner and those 
sent to other officers. Thus, the nature of the miscellaneous revenue 
letters in p:irt III diiVers according as they ^Yere written before or after 
the year 1818, In order to facilitate the work of those who are interested 
only in pre-mutiny records, without disturbing tije existing arrangement 
of rc'cords a sul)-classification lias been resorted to and the number of the 
series in the su!)-classilication to which each volume belongs has been 
written on thau voltimo in r^ d ink. According to this sub-classification 
the pro-mutiny letters issued fall into 8 s<3ries. 

Series 1.—All revenue letters issued j)rior to 1818.—This series con¬ 
sists of eight volumes and covers the years 1805 and 1808 to 1818.* It 
(‘omprires v()limie 10 (d part IT and volume's 1 to 7 ol part 111 in the 
above explained classificatieui. 

Series JI—lieveiiue letters 'issued to Government, the Board of lieve- 
nue^ (ind the Co'iirntiss'ioner. —This series consists of thirty-two vmlumos 
and covers the period 1818 to 1857. It com]>rises voluiiies nos. 15 to 
29 and 50 to 4(j (a) of ])art H. 

Sev'ies / f 1.^31 iscella ueous revewiie letters ‘issued from 1818 on¬ 
wards., — dins sc'i'ies consists of twe'iity-six volumes, namely volumes nos. 

8 to ;>8 of part. HI 

Series JV ,— betters issued fro7U the abkari office .— This sericis 
consists of three volumes which cover the period 1842 to 1868. It 
corresponds with volumes 84 to 86 of part III. 

8eWt;6‘F.— Letters ‘issued from the setllt^aent o^tcer. —This series 
consists of two vuliiines and covers the period 1885 to 1887. It corres- 
]jonds with volumes 28 and 29 of l>:irt II. 

Series VI »•—’ Judicial Letters 'issuedto the Conimissloiier.'—^IhiQ series 
consists of three volumes which cover the period 1843 to 1855. It 
corresponds with volumes 1 to 8 of part IF. 
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Series VII.--Miscellaneous judicial letters issued. —This series 
consists of eight volumes and covers the period 1837 to 1858. It corres¬ 
ponds with volumes 1 to 3, 5 to 7, and 9 and 10 of part V. 

Series VIII.—Letters issued to the Sessions Judge. —This series 
consists of two volumes and covers the period 1843 to 1853. It corres¬ 
ponds with volumes nos. 4 to 8 of part V. 

It should be noted that the dates given above are those of the earliest 
and latest letters of each series. In some cases there are breaks in the 
series. These breaks have been noted in the register in which these 
registers are listed. 

Miscellaneous registers. 

Only three miscellaneous registers have been preserved, namely two 
registers of land taken up for public purposes and one volume of copies 
of circular orders of Nizamut Adawlut for the years 1841, 1842, 1843 
and 1844. 

V—Descriptive / ''.count of the Records. 

As has already been stated y few letters received remain. These 
have been pasted into b guard b( jks. 

Volume I contains letters received from Septemlei', 1803 to Septem¬ 
ber, 1804. These are all addressed to the Colieetor of Moradabad, as at 
that period Moei ut lormed part of the coiujuercd territciy administered 
temporarily by the Collector of Moradabad. The earliest letter of this 
series is dated September the 8th, 1803. It is followed by one dated 
October the 2iid. Both are addressed to W. Leycester, Es(|., Collector of 
Moradabad. They direct him to scittle and colh et the revcime of the 
new territory. Leycester made a summary settlement lor one year of 
this, which, as has already been stated, included the present Saharanpur, 
Meerut, Muzaflarnagar and Bulandshahar districts, also a few Punjab 
parganas. 

Volume II covers the period September, 1804 to February, 1805. 
This deals largely with the second summary settlement for one year 
which was made in October, 1804. The Collector was directed to base hie 
settlement on the rent rolls for the two years preceding the concpiest. All 
cesses were abolished and revenue assessed on the produce of the land 
only. The Collector was directed to appoint tahsiJdara on a remunera¬ 
tion of 11^ per cent, on the (•ollectiou. This included payment for their 
police duties. The tahsildars had to give security. The letters in this 
volume are nearly all addressed to the Collector of Saharanpur as the 
Collector whose headquarters were at Meerut w^as then styled. 

Volume III consists of letters addressed to the Collector of Saharan¬ 
pur between July, 180o and November, ISll. These include the papers 
relating to the first triennial settlement 'svhich was made in 1808. 
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Volume IV cousists of letters received by the Collector of Saharanpur 
between January, 1812 and June, 1815, and the Collector of Meerut 
between 1818 and end of 1850. The volume also contains some post- 
mutiny papers and some revenue letters of 1854 j and 1856 and judicial 
letters of 1857. The early papers deal with the first quinquennial settle¬ 
ment which was made in 1815. 

Volume V consists of revenue correspondence of the years 1851, 1852 
and 1853. It contains a large number of letters relating to the sale of 
nazul property, also a number of maps of nazul land. 

Volume VI consists of revenue correspondence of the period 1853-57. 
It contains a few nazul records, some revenue administration reports and 
a number of letters relating to miiati tenures and land taken up for 
public purposes. 

The letters issued. 

As has been stated before, the pre-mutiny .letters form eight series. 
The periods these cover have been set forth above. 

Series I, II and III cover the usual subjects of a Collector’s corres¬ 
pondence. They deal with the settlements described above, also with 
the second quincpiennial settlement made in 1820, Since most of the 
corresponding letters received have been destroyed, these documents have 
lost much of their value ; as a detailed account of letters issued and 
received by the Collector of Gorjikhpur (which like Saharanpur is not a 
permanently‘settbd district) is given in the description of the records in 
the office of the Collector of Gorakhpur and as all the imjiortant corres- 
poudeuKio is contained in the proceedings of the Board of Bevenue of which 
a full description has already been given. It is supi rflaous to give 
details relating to the letters wliieh make* up these three series. 

Series IV.—Letters issued from the Ahkari Office. — These relate to 
the revenue i’rora excise and opium. 

Series V.—Letters issued by vhe settlement (>fjl''er. —Those relate to 
the first regular settlement of the district raadc^ under Begulation IX of 
1833. The letters in question were issued by Mr. Glyn and Sir H. M. 
Elliot who conducted the seMlemeut. 

Series VI to VIII are all of a judicial nature. 

It is not necessary to discuss those in detail because the corresponding 
letters received have mostly been destroyed and the letters in question 
are similar to the judicial letters which are described in the account of 
the records in the record room of the Collector of Mirzapur. It will 
thus be seen that except for a few of the earlier papers, the pre-mutiny 
records iu the office of the Collector of Meerut are not of much use to 
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the historical student. More complete revenue records exist at Gorakh¬ 
pur and Ghazipur and more complete judicial records at Mirzapur, 
Saharanpur and Gorakhpur. In addition to the manuscript records there 
are in the record room of the Collector of Meerut (1) complete series of 
the Gazette of India from 1832 to 1857 inclusive. These have been 
bound up in 49 volumes. (2) The Gazettes of the Government of Agra 
from 1841 to 1857 inclusive. The volume for the year 1850 is missing. 

As the pre-mutiny records have not been separated from the post¬ 
mutiny records they havo not been tied up in separate hastas. 



CHAPTER X. 


PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAGISTRATE 
AND COLLECTOR, SAHARANPUR 

I.^Origin of the district. 

IL._Gcn(‘r;i] nature of the records. 

III. —Classification of the records. 

IV. —Descriptive account of the records. 

V.—Table showing the contents of the hastas. 

.^.7?.—The records in this records room include, in addition to these 
relating to the present Saharanpur district, the following— 

(1) Dehra Dun records from November, 1815 to December, 1825 
(2j Muzaff.irnagar records from 1814 to 182C. 

I—Origin of the district. 

Kor the early history of this district the note on the formation 
of tho Meerut, Saharanpur, Biilandshahr and Muzaffarnagar districts 
given under the account of the records in the Collector’s Office at 
Meerut (Ch<apter IX). 

II—General nature of the records. 

'Phe records in tlu* office of the Magistrate and Collector of Saharanpur 
are more voliiminoui: than those in most district ofbces. They relate to 
tbc offices of both the (collector and Magistrate. The records of the 
Magistrate’s office are tho earlier, because, as set forth in the history of 
the origin of tfu* district, a separate Magistrate was appointed at Saharan- 
j)ur as early as 1805, hereas it was not until 1814 that the headquarters 
of tlu; vSaharaupur district were transferred from Meerut to Saharanpur. 
The Saharanpur records prior to 1814 arc to be found in the office of 
the Collector of Meerut. Although more numerous than usual, the 
reveruK' recorils in the Saharanpur district arc not so complete as those 
in the Collector’s office at Gorakhpur. Similarly the judicial records, 
although voluminous, are not so complete as those in the Collector’s 
office, Mirzapur. For this reason a person interested in the revenue 
administration of the dist ricts in these provinces which have not been 
permanently settled would find it more profitable to go for informa¬ 
tion to the record room of the Board of Revenue at Allahabad or of 
the Collector of Gorakhpur than to resort to tho Collector’s office at 
Saharanpur. Similarly a person interested in the judicial administra¬ 
tion of the province in the days of the Company will find more complete 
materials at Mirzapur where the records are not only fuller but begin 
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from a (late some 20 years earlier than those of Saharaiipur. The Saha- 
ranpur magisteiia) records supplement to statie extent those in the 
Collector’s office, Mirznpur. There are two breaks in the series of letters 
from the Nizamat Adawlut and the Court of Circuit to the Magistrate 
of Mirzapur, namely those relating to the period 1(S()3 to 1807 (inclusive) 
and from November, 1811 to September, 1814. As the Siharanpur record 
room contains letters scut to^the Magistrate in the years 1805, 180G, 1807, 
1811, 1812, 1813 and 1814, these records fill most of the gap in tlie 
Mirzapur records. As in most other district offices, the letters received 
have been pasted in guard books, while the letters issue d were copied (jut 
into registers at the time of issue. Thus, any person wishing to follow 
the correspondence on any subject must consult tlie two sets of records, 
the corresponding issue and receipt series. 

Ill—Classification of the records. 

The pre-mutiny records at Saharaiipur have been divided in lour 
heads — revenue, settlement, judicial and local agency. 

(1) IIevknue kecokds. 

(a) LetterH receivf.d — 

iSeries I .—Letters leceiviHl from 1814 to 1856 inclusive}, 45 
volumes. 

//.—Ilcveuue circulars received from 1823 to 1857 inclin 
sive, 19 volumes. 

Series JII .—Letters received by Mr.d. Muir, Resumption Deputy 
Collector, appointed under Regulation HI of 1828, from 
1835 to 1833, o volumes. 

(h) Letters issued — 

Series I. —All letters issued from December, 1818 to December, 
1819, 1 volume. 

Series 7/.—Letters issued to the Board of Revemio in the year 
1826, 1 volume. 

Series ILL. — Letters issued to the Commissioner from 1823 to 
18oG, 32 volumes. 

(The register of copies of letters issued from January to Septem¬ 
ber, 1855, is missing, as is the register of 1857). 

Series 7 R.~ Miscellaneous letters issued from May, 1851 to 
December, 1856, 4 volumes. 

Series V —Letters issued by Mr. Muir, Resumption Deputy Collec¬ 
tor, from September, 1835 to February, 1840, 5 volumes. 

Series Fi.—Letters issued by Mr. Mabery, Re innplion Deputy Col¬ 
lector, from July, 1833 to March, 1840, 1 volume. 

20 
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(c) MiecelJdneons — 

(1) Two voluraea of copies of fche correspondence of the Collec¬ 

tor of Saharanpur from 1809 to 1818. 

(2) One volumc3 of copies of the correspondence of the Collector 

of Saharanpur regarding Raja Ram Dayal of Landhaura, 
1813. 

(3) One volume of the correspondence of 1857. 

(4) One volume of copies of circular orders of the Sadder Board 

of Revenue, 1840 to 1846. (These have been copied 
from the Government of Agra Gazette.) 

(5) One statement of pensions under Regulation XI of 1813 

for iN^vision and confirmation of Board of Commissioners, 

1821. 

(6) One register of mortgage-deeds from 1811 to 1824. 

(7) One volume of corapciLsation statements for land taken up 

for public purposes, 1840 to 1858. 

(8) One volume containing lists of lands released in perpetuity, 

1845. 

(9) Four volumes coniaiinng printed inaHer. 

(i) Mount Stuart Elphinstone’s Report on the Territories ceded 

by tlie l\xishwa, 1821. 

(ii) Sterling’s Memoir on the Cutta(*k district, 1821. 

(lii) Settlement correspondence of the period 1820 to 1822. 

(iv) Minute by the Uovernor of Bombay on the levy of nuzerana. 

(10j One volume eoutaining inanuscu-ipt and printed matter 
relating to the Mahal indo.x Registers, 1823 to 1827. 

(2) Settlement records. 

(a) Letters received :— 

One serial — Let'.ers received by Mr. Thornton, Settlement Oflicer, 
1(S;]6 Lj 1840, two volumes. 

{b) Letters issued : — 

One .ser/’es. —Letters issue 1 from 1835 to iS40, three volum-.s. 

(c) AlifiCeUaneous: — 

One volume of copies of settlement correspondence betwe n 1819 
and I c35. 

One voliiino of settlement accounts 1226* to 1237 fasli and numerous 
village and general statements of the settlement under 
Regulation IX, 1833, made in the period 1833-1841, 
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(3) Judicial records. 

(a) Letters received-- 

Series /.—Letters from the Resident at Delhi from November, 
1806 to October, 1812, one volume. 

Series 7/.—Letters from Government, April, 1805 to December, 
1825, five volumes. 

Subsequently bo 1825 the letters from Government wore few' in 
number and have been inolu led in the miscollaiicous series. 

Series III, —Letters received from the Nizimut Adawlut from 
Ja.niary, 1805 to April, 1857, three volumes. 

Series JV. —Lexers received from the Court of Circuit from Janu¬ 
ary. 1806 to July, 1828, four volumes. 

Series V. —Letters from the Commissioner of Circuit from 1829 to 
1857, thirteen volumes. 

Series VI. —L tters from the Sessions Judge from March, 1836 to 
December, 1857, three volumes. 

Series VII. —Letters from the Civil Auditor and Accountant, 1836 
to 1854, one vDlume. 

SeriesVIIL — Letters from the Commissit)nGr regarding the suppres¬ 
sion of dacoity, also from the Commissioner of Thugee 
and Dacoity, 1837 to 1845, fme volume. 

Series IX. —Miscellaneous letters from 1819 to 1822 and from 
1836 to 1857, eight volumes. 

(b) Letters issued — 

Series I. —Copies of all judicial letters issued from May 30th, 1831 
to December, 1847, twelve volumes. 

(The volume containing copies of letters issued between December, 
1839 and December, 1840, is missing.) 

Series II. —Judicial letters sent to the Commissioner from January, 
1848 to October, 1858, four volumes. 

Series III. —Miscellaneous letters, i.e, judicial letters issued to 
officers other than the Commissioner from January, 1848 
to December, 1857, four volumes. 

(c) Miscellaneous — 

(1) One volume containing printed reports of cases decided by 
the Nizamut Adawlut, 1812 to 1818. 

(2) One volume containing circular orders of the Nizamut 
Adawlut copied out of the Government of Agra Gazette^ 
1840 to 184L 

(3) One volume containing correspondence regarding the building 
oi §aharanpur Church. 
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(4^ One volume containing narratives of heinous crimes com- 
iriittod iiiZillah Saharanpur in 1857. 

(5) A marriage rcgislor book covering the period 1852 to 1866. 

(4) Loc \h Agency. 

Tluise records contain the correspondence of the Local Agents and the 
Koad and Ferry Funds Committes. 

/.—Letters received, 1836 to 1860, three volumes. 

Series IJ .—Letters issued from September, 1842 to 1843, one 
volume. 

IV.—Descriptive account of the records. 

(1) Rev^enxje records. 

(a) Letter's received. 

Series 7.— Letters received from 1814 to 1856 inclusive^ 45 volumes. 

(Su(;h oj the l('l,ters received during 1857 as exist are bound up in 
miscellaneous volume HI.) 

In order to prevent tliis handbook assuming unwieldy dimensions, the 
plan followed in compiling it is to di'scribo in detail the rovmiiic records 
in tlie ()f!i('es ol’the Ct)llectors of Ghazipur and Gorakhpur and in the 
case of other ofTic.es, to refer the reader to these descriptions. The 
Ghazipm* and Gorakhjnir records have Ikcu selected for detailed descrip¬ 
tion be(;a,iisc Gtia/ipur is tlu; ])» rinanent ly settled district in whicli the 
r(wenne re 'ord^ ai’e most I’oinplete and Gorakhpur is the temporarily 
settled one in whiidi the records are most voluminous. A perusal of the 
(hlailed (h'sci ipl ion of the G<)rakh])ur revenue correspondence will give 
the reader a rough idea of the nature of the Saharanpur correspondence 
for tiu!period in (juestion, 

]t goes wit hout saying that in no two districts are the periodica, 
stat istics and returns the same. The amount of the work in the districts 
varied great ly. To illustrate, tlie number of cases instituted during the 
second (piarter of the revenue year 1855-56 in (he districts of the Mcau ut. 


division was— 

D(;hv;i Dun _ .. .. 1H8 

Suhjir!) iijnir .. .. .. .. l,S2t) 

.. .. .. .. I,7l2 

.. .. .. .. i.eas 

Bnla,n(t.shahc .. .. .. .. I,tt02 

Aiigiirh .. .. .. 3,189 

Similarly, each di&triat had its peculiar problems. 


Let us analyse, by way of example, the letters received the Collec¬ 
tor of Saharanpur in the year 1856. These contain letters relating to 
the lollowing subjects of a general nature. 

Calls for statistics, supply of copper rain gauges from the Rurki 
wovksb(^ps. paiwans, kaiiungos, tahsildars, pat war i teachers, formation 
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of patwari circles, summary settlements owing to diluvion, nazul lan<is, 
Court of Wards, an order requiring tahsildars, kanungos, wasilbaqi 
naviscs to pass an examination in Nagri and plane table survey, appoint¬ 
ment and dismissal of subordinates, statement of revenue work of the 
division, annual report and the results of the examination of patwari 
papers, enquiry into the popularity of printed receipts ain<»ng tenants, 
excise, opium, forest, caiicls (in districts where they existed) seulerneiit 

(in districts under settlement), pensions, appoint ment of sadar peshkar 
of patwari daftar to check the work of the patwaris. (This individual 
corresponds to the modern Sadar Kamingo ; his entertainment was 
sanctioned on the 9th of August, 185G.) 

The following are the peculiar subjects of the Saharanpur revenue 
correspondence for the year 185G :— 

Management of the Landhaiira estate and education of the ward, 
8;ih:iranpur burial ground, appointment of the Collector of Saharanpur 
as Settlemimt Officer, and the fixing of his establislirnont (Mr. Spankie, 
the Colloetor, carried out the Saharanpur seUh'inent of 18rG-57), new 
Sadai tahsil at Saharanpur, jungle grants, the Collector calliMl to book 
because he was 27 days late in submitting bis treasury account for J.anu- 
ary, 185G, and one moath and eight days late with the Ft'bruary a'count, 
prohibition of the cultivation of rice in the vicinity of Salinranpur, duties 
of the Suporintondent of forests in Debra Dun, Saharanpur, Dijnor, and 
Garhwal, a defalcation ufKs. 19,472-G in the Murki treasury hu which 
the tahsildar bad his personal allowance permanently withdrawn, a fine of 
Rs/50 imposed on the tal.sildar of S:iharanpur, and tlie appointment on 
the 8th November, 1856, of the Collector of Saharanpui’ as one of the 
Trustees of the Thomason College, Ivurki. 

As has been stated, the revenue correspondence relating to Saharan¬ 
pur prior to 1814< is in the lecoid room of the (Jollector of Meerut. 
When the present seric-.s of riscords began, the tri(mnial settlement of 
Saharaiipur tor tin period 1812-1 h was ahout to ex[)ire and Mr. Cham¬ 
berlain was engaged in a (juimjiiennial settlement under h'egulati^ui X of 
1812. Chamberlain's assessiut nt had to ])e reduced by hissmeessor 
Mr. Calvert. This settlement was subsequently extended till 1825 and 
then again till 1830. As in the casi; of im)St other districts, tliC early 
Saharanpur aevenue records are largely taken up with sales of land of 
revenue defaulters and correspondence regarding muafi tenures. 

Series II.—Revenue Circulars received from 1829 lo 1857 
inclusive, 19 volumes, 

A description of the circulars issued by the Commissioner and the 
Board of Revenue to Collectors prior to 1856 is given in the account of 
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the records of the Collector of Ghazipur. As the circulars filed in the 
record room at Ghazipur end with the year 1855, all that is oecessary 
to describe liere are the circulars issued in 1856, and 1857. Some 
of these circulars relate to the settlement that was in progress in 
k^aliaranpur; others are in the nature of calls for information. The 
main subjects dealt with in the circulars, are mode of collecting patwari’s 
dues, compensation for land occupied for Kajhuhas, appropriation of land 
for railway purposes, employment of patwaris in scitlement operations 
in the Punjal), statistical memoirs of districts, fanning of abkari inahals, 
unauthorize 1 patwari records, weeding of vernacular records, insolvency 
courts, wajibularz, patwari teachers, rules to be observed in presenting 
petitijns to Government, reports by Commissioners at the end of their 
cold weather tour, compensation lor loss by canal action, 1 per cent, school 
cess, annual reports of transfers of land, 2)osition of mortgagees in posses¬ 
sion of pattidari estates, the placing of uncovnauted officers in charge 
of a Hudder stalioii, the appointment and payment of the village police, 
annual returns showing leave taken by uncovenanted servants perfect 
and impe/fect partition of mahals, opium indents, annual reports from 
8ubordii:ates in independent charge of sub-divisions, scale of trausj)ort 
for touring officers, supply of survey apparatus to patwaris, Government 
valils and an order prescribing printed certificates for lands released 
from revenue in perpetuity. 

Series III,—Lexers remived by 3fr. J. Muir, Resumption Deputy 
Collector, from 1805 to 1809, 3 volumes. 

On taking j)ossession of the Ceded and Conquered Provinces the 
British Government found that a large number of people claimed to 
hold land releasi d from th(^ payment of revenue. Many of these eJuims 
were not founded on valid title ; hence the revenue officers were ordered 
to call on all such claimants to have their holdings registered. The 
Collectors were then required to investigate the titles of the various 
holders. 

So little progress had been made in this inve tigation by 1828 that 
Begulatiou III of that year was passed. The preamble of the regulation 
sanies luar “ the existing laws have not been adequate to secure for the 
revenue autliorities the information required, and that consequently 
while, on the one hand, a large amount of revenue continues to be 
reserved without any just pretence, and the improvement of the country 
is hindered by frivolous and litigious claims, on the other hand, the 
owners of valid tenures arc disquieted and disturbed.'* Hence the 
Regulation provided for the appointment of a Special Commissioner 

competent to determine finally all cases of this nature." 
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The number of persons claiming to hold revenue-free lands was very 
large in the Meerut division. Mr. Muir wa.s appointed Special Deputy 
Collector under Regulation III of 1828, to assist the Collector of Saha- 
ranpur in the enquiry into the validity of these tenures. Muir was given 
the powers of a Collector under the Regulations. Government also 
appointed Mr. H. J. Owen, Special Commissioner under Regulation III 
of 1828, for the Meerut and Bareilly divisions The pres( nt series 
contains the letters received by Mr. J. Muir while on special duty. 

(h) Letters issued. 

These require no description. Prior to the year 1821), only those for 
1819 and 1826 have been preserved. From 1829 onwards the letters 
issued to the Commissioner are complete and the miscellaneous letters 
from 1851 onwards. For an account of the general nature of the revenue 
letters issued from the Collector’s office of a district that is not 
permanently settled, the reader is referred to the account of the corres¬ 
pondence of the Collector of Gorakhpur. 

(c) Miscellaneous Revenue Records, 

The headings of the various volumes of miscellaneous records are 
self-explanatory. 

(2)—Settlement records. 

Such records of the early settlements that exist are to be found in the 
volumes of revenue correspondence. The fir^t two settlements were 
made summarily for one year each by Mr. J. D. Guthrie in 1803-04. 
The third settlement was made in 1805 by Guthrie for three years. This 
was followed by a settlement for three years from 1808-09 to 1910-11 
conducted by Mr. Dumbleton. This settlement was extended till the 
year 1814-15. After this a settlement for five years (1815-20) was con¬ 
ducted by Mr. Chamberlain, This was extended to 1830. In November 
of that year Mr. Crawford, Assistant Collector, was deputed to make 
revised settlements under Regulation VII of 1822, 

The settlement records which have been bound up separately, relate 
to the first regular st ttlemeut which was ejected under Regulation IX 
of 1833. Mr. E. Thornton was the Settlement Officer, but be did by no 
means the whole settlement Messrs. Plowdea, Turner, Grant and 
ConoUy settled various portions of the district. Mr. Thornton worked 
from 1836 to 1841, later the work was taken up by Mr. P. Edgeworth, 
The settlement records are divided up into— 

(1) Letters received by the Settlement Officer, 1836-40. 

(2) Letters issued by the Settlement Officer, 1835-40. 

This series contains au interesting settlement report, dated the 
1st October, 1835, by J. 0. Grant, officiating Collector. 
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(3) Mifrcellaneoua— 

One volume of copies of settlement correspondence between 181D 
to 1835. 

One volume of settlement accounts from 1226 to 1237 fasli, and 
the village and general statements of settlement under 
Regulation IX of 1833. 

(3)-Judicial records. 

(a) Letters received. 

Series I.—Letters from the Resident at Delhi from November, 

1806, to October, 1812, one volume. 

As Saharaiipur Ijordered on the Delhi territory, the Magistrate of the 
Northern division of Saharanpiir had correspondence with the Resident 
and some of this is of considerable interest. The Residents during the 
period in (|uestion wore Archibald Seton until the 21st February, 1811, 
and C. T, Metcalfe fioin ihe 13th May, 1811, W. Fraser filling the gap. 
Metcalfe was styled Resident at the Courtof Akbai’Il. The Magistrates 
of the ^b)rthern division were Sir Roger Martin till 1800, Janies Patton 
until February 1811 and then R. F. Grindall. The first letter of this 
series is dated the 8th November, 1806, and the last. 24th October, 1812. 
Th(^ first few^ letters relate to the cTossing by Ranjit Singh of the Sutlej 
on his way to Patiala. His inientions were alleged to l^e peaceful and 
friendly. 

TJie next twu) letters relate to the demise of the Emperor Shah Alam 
and tl'ui succession to the throne of his sfm Akbar Shah. In one of those 
letters the Resident informs the Magistrate that the title of Akbar II is 
Abii-ool Nussur Moeyum ool Dcen Molmrned Akbar Shah Padshah 
Ghazai',” wliile the late king is now numtioned at Court as Ferdous 
Manzill ” or “ The arrived in Paradise.” 

In 1808 and 1810 there was some correspondence about the slave 
traffic, the Resident bringing to the notice of the Magistrate that in his 
district young girls below 12 had liecn sold as slaves (slavery wuis legal 
but Seton tried to stop the sale of slaves under 12 years of age and made 
“ a sort of regulation or byelaAv ” at Delhi prohibiting this.) 

Other subjects dealt with in this correspundenco are the transmission 
of petit.ions, rise in the price of copper pice, employment of Begum 
Siimribs troops for collecting the public revenue, the proposal to prevent 
armed men coming within a certain distance of Hard war during the fair 
of 1808, police and other arrangements for preventing disorder at the 
fair, the coming of Ranjit Singh with 5,000 armed men to the fair, the 
crossing of the Jamua of the family of Bhagwan Singh, the Sikh chief of 
Jigadhari and his entering the Company's territory, rise in the price of 



( 145 ) 

grain, transmission of letters, collections made at the ferry of Raj Ghat 
by persons in the service of the Sikh Sardar Jeymal Singh, robberies, 
police establishments required for protecting the ghats on the Jamna, 
the recommendation of the Resident that the Sikh chiefs taking shelter 
in the Company’s territory from Ranjit Singh be allowed to do so, 
apprehension of deserters, the seizure of the gate-way of the palace at 
Delhi and the firing on the British sepoys by Mirza Jahangir, the third 
son of the King of Delhi, and the consequent occupation of all the com¬ 
manding posts in the palace by the British troops, mode of capturing 
elephants, change in the course of the Jamna in lb06 and its consequences, 
outrage committed by the inhabitants of Ghari Birbiil on the persons 
navigating limber rafts, growing tendency of the Sikh S irdars to commit 
outrages in Saharanpur, the proposed Delhi canal, dispute bei.weeii sons 
of Sikh chiefs, lands in Saharanpnr belonging to olhc(;rs of the Royal 
Household at Delhi, request of the Resident that the Magistrate should 
(mdeavour to iuduce the Sikh chiefs whose possessions bordered on the 
Saharanpnr district to try to check robberies committed by their subjects 
on the Company’s frontier. 

There is also some correspondence regarding the vakil of Maharaja 
Du'A’lut Kao Sindiah. 

tSeries 11.—Letters from Govermnent, Aprils 1805 to December, 

1(S25, 5 volumes. 

Subsequent to 1825, the letters from Govaniiment are few in number 
and have been inclirled in the Miscellaneous Series. For the general 
nature of the letters from Government to Magistrat('s, the reader is 
referred to the Mirzapur records. Mention may be made of an interest¬ 
ing letter, dated the 12th March, 1810, from Mr. Wright, Assistant 
Magistrate at Farrukhabad, to the District Magistrate on the subject of 
the operatit)n8 of Thugs in the Farrukhabad* district and suggesting 
measures for coping with the crimes. Copious extracts from Wright’s 
letter were circulated by the Government to all Magistrates including 
the Magistrate of northern Saharanpnr. 

Series ILL—Letters received from the Nizamat AdawhU from 
January, 1805 to April, 1857, 8 volumes. 

Many of the letters have been weeded out and there are two Lacunae 
in this series—One for the period 1828 to 1888, when the correspondence 
of the Court with the Magistrate appears to have passed through the 
Commissioner, and the other for the year 1841 all the records of which 
year have been destroyed. For the nature of these re. *ords the roadci is 
referred to the account of scries V of Judicial loiters in the office of the 
Collector of Mirzapur, The records in that office arc, however, not 
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complete, there being no records of the period 1803 to 1807 inclusive and 
from February, 1811 to September, 1814. Moreover, the Mirzapiir series 
ends with the \'C3ar 1830. Thus the Saharanpur records are useful as 
helping to fill the gaps in the Mirzapiir records. The following is an 
account of the letters in the present series during the years of which no 
records have been preserved at Mirzapur : — 

1805—One circular directing tliat the following information be 
given in the annual report Mibniitte:! by Magistrates to tlie Nizamut 
Adawlut relating to all undeeid- d erimiiiai ea\es at the period of closing 
the report: — 

(1) Names of persons accused. 

(2) Whether iu confinement or on bail. 

(3) (Jrime with wliieh charged. 

(4) 1 )ate of receiving the charge 

(5) H ite o;' j)ro.-oedi ngs on tiiu charge. 

(0) Fxplaiiaiioii'i of dehty and other reuiarks. 

180G—Only one let t-r of this year has heeii filed in which the Magis¬ 
trate of the Northej ii division of Sdiaranpur was autliorised to make* a 
circuit foe the purpos'* of visiiiugthe thaiias in liis jurisdiction. 

1807—The only ietl.er hied i.s one issuing a co[>y of the circular 
order ol'ISCo described aliove. 

181 1—There are t\\o letters of iln.s year :— 

(1) A hil er stating that th(‘(h)\ernor f h riej l 1 in (.Ion cil approved 

of (he ju'opo.sal that. Zilla end (hty .} ndge.s and Magistrates 
should submit with their appiienti n for leave of absence 
a staU'ni(mtof jmnding (past's bel’oia^ them in both the civil and 
(‘ii]nin:i 1 sides. 

(2) An important b't ter directing the magistrates to keep four regia 

tc>rs in order to remedy existing abuses. These registers were 
suggested by J\Ir. W. Blunt, Superinten lent of Police, Lower 
Beiiga], who jminied out that, tlie fixing of dates of trials had 
g(*, leraliy been left to native officers a.nd in consequence he ivy 
ai:ira of el iuiiual cases li.-al accrued. Tlie four forms pres- 
ei ii.cd by him wer(3 compiled with the object of enabling 
the m gi-,trate to sei^ at a glance the state of his case work, 
the iui,nh('rs ol' persons in confinement awaiting trial and the 
length of tiieir eonfinement. Tiie order also directed all T)olice 
daroghas t o lo^ep diaries of all official traiisaetioiip at the thaiia 
and th.ese diaries were to be sulinilted moritldy by the pobee 
duroglias to the magistrate along with the ni'mlhly report 
required hy the regulations. In July, Ibll, these orders were 
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modified, and among other things, the police daroghag were 
required to keep their diaries :it the thana h r p r nanent 
record. 

1812.—There are seven letters of this year, Ihio first instr^(^led that 
in the rolun.i of robberies and heinous eiiiiies the eoluiim heaiied Thefts 
to considerable amount) ” should be changed to “ Thefts oxcoodiag 11^^. 50” 
and that the report should give statistics of cases of culpable homicide not 
amounting to murder. 

Tne second letter relates to the licalth of (irindall. the ]\ragistrato of 
Saharanpur, erntuiring whether it was still ii(3cessary for him to take 
leave. 

The third letter is a covering lotler. 

The fourth is a circular letter stating tliat the (Government disapprove 
of the action of Mr. Sisson in publishing a, report about tim Piudareos 
who had invaded British territory and rs quiring magistrates to refrain 
from addressing publications of a general nature to the inha’ itants of 
the provinces without the sanction of (dovernmeat, or the concui reueo of 
the nearest, local authority when the matter was urgent. 

The .sixdi relates to transfers of^prisoners iiiidei’ sentence of trans¬ 
portation. 

The seventh letter requires a distinction to be made in the half-yearly 
reports of prisoners between those imprisoned fou 14 yiNirs and upwards 
and those impi isoned for a shorter pt^riod. The magistrates \a ere also 
i\'(|(iijcd t,() notice in the statement whether the total number of pi isouers 
exceeded tlu> number which the jail was capable of holding and to state 
where the .surplus number was confined and whether it was desirable to 
remove any and what number to tlie jail of another station. 

18J3 —There are two letters of 1813. The first gives magistrates a 
discretion to confine prisoners in fetters when no specific orders have 
been issued by the court convicting them. The second letter directs the 
Magistrale of Saharanpur to transfer certaiu prisouer.s to other jails, 

1814,—There are a number of letters of 1814. These relate to the 
following subjects, health of prisoners in jails, order to polict' otlicers to 
refrain from placing witnesses under rostraint to sc' ure their attendanci^ 
in court, the proper course being to take machalkas from them, and, in 
cases where regulations did not allow the taking of machal' cs, to take 
a written acknowledgmeic from the party of the receipt of tlu summons 
served on him: the separation of prisoners sentenced to imprisonment by 
magistrates and th ir assistants from those sentenced by the Court of 
Circuit and Niz unut Adawlut. (The rules for separation of prisoners were 
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a council of pc‘rfecl ion, since in most cases the jail accommodation was 
not sufficient to divide the prisoners into all the classes required.) 

The most important letter of this year is a long (me relating to suttee. 
The Hindu pandits had been consulted as to whether the Hindu religion 
sanction, d women having young children, burning themselves with 
their husbands’ bodies; the bewasthas of various pandits were circulated 
for the guidance of magistrates. Magistrates were not allowed to prevent 
suttee hut they wore enjoined to use all their iuliutmce to prevent it. 
An annual report of suttees had to be sent in to the Nizamut Adawliit. 

As we have seen, the Mirzapur serie.s ends with the year 1839, whereas 
the Saharan pur series runs up to 1836. Most of the correspondence of 
this period 1839—56 consists of circulars. There are a few letters 
containing the opinions of the Judges in certain cases. Mention may b(^ 
made of thf' following, a circular transmitting an extract from a despatch 
from the Court of Directors, dated 11th February, 1840, in which they 
objected to the imporiition of heavy fiiios upon native officials, an order 
directing magistrates to cn(|uire from the Executive Engine;^rs the 
imrnl er of prisoners their jails wore capable of holding. Most of the 
letters rclat(! to jails, such subjects as distinctive jail dress for convicts, 
pension of jailor.s, returns of casualties and sickness among outlying gangs 
of prisoners being dealt with. 

In 1852 magistrates were asked by the Nizamut Adawlut whether 
Edmonstone’s translation of the Penal Code was intelligible to the 
people. Other subjects dealt with are the classification and arrangement 
of records, a Bill of 1855 for the better prevent ion of ofTences against 
the public tranquillity and to amend the law regarding the taking of 
bpnds for keeping the peace and a draft Act of 1856 for the more etfectual 
suppression of gambling. 

Series IV.—Letters received from the Court of Circuit for the 
division of Bareilly, 1806-1828. 

The earliest letter is dated Bareilly, the 31st January, 1806, and is 
addressed t) Hugh Wilkinson, Esquire, Magistrate of the Northern 
division of the zillah Saharanpur. This officer was at first Judge and 
Magistrate, but later in the year 1806 he became Judge of the whole of 
the Saharanpur division and Magistrate of the Southern division, Sir 
Roger Martin being appointed Magistrate of the Northern divisiem. The 
last letter to Wilkinson is dated 28th of April, 1806, and the first 
letter to Martin, 1st November, 1806. There is no letter between these 
two dates. 

From what follows it will be seen that the Court of Circuit was 
largely an agency for transmission to the magistrate of orders of the 
Nizainat Adawlut. Many of the communications are letters transmilting 
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warrants of sentences to that court for execution. The following 
specimen of one of these warrants :— 

Extract from the proceedings of the Nizamat Adaivlv t, the 
9th December, 1806. 

“The court having duly considere-i the proceedings held on the trial 
of Dyallah, charged with murder, and the Fiitwah of their law officers 
on the said trial, pass the following sentence :— 

The prisoner Dyallah having been convicted of the murder charged 
against him and having been declared by the Futwah of the law officers 
of this Court liable to suffer death by Ki3^^aas on the legal demand of the 
heirs of the slain and there appearing to the Court no^ circumstances in 
his favour to render him a proper object of mercy, the Court sentences 
the aforesaid prisoner Dyallah to suffor death by being banged by the 
neck until he is dead, at the usual place of execution for zillah Saharan** 
pur ; and order that his body be afterwards exposed upon a gibliet as 
near to the spot where the murder was committed as circumstances may 
admit. 

(True Extract.) 

Signed and sealed by order of the Nizamat Adawlut. 

(Signed) S. T. GOAD, 

Register, 

On March the 5tb, ISIO, the Nizamat Adawlut permitted magistrates 
to hang men near the place of murder if they thought fit. 

The other more important subjects dealt with in this series are orders 
relating to tender of pardon to accomplices to make them witnesses; 
removal of police powers from tahsildars, the division of districts into 
thanas of 10 kos square, each under a daroga ; a proclamation that any 
person who shall be capitally convicted of putting to death his or her 
child or children or of putting to death any other child or person in 
consequence of a real or supposed insult or injury will be invariably 
punished with death; order directing separate confinement of prisoners 
sentenced by magistrates and Courts of Circuit; order fixing one hur- 
kandaz as a guard for every four prisoners working on the roads; 
order empowering Courts of Circuit to review orders of magistrates 
detaining persons in default of furnishing security for good behaviour; 
order directing burkandazes to be armed with match-locks or spears or 
swords or both at the discretion of the magistrates; zamindar’s watchmen; 
rules for holding inquests; order of the 14th July, 1808, directing all 
complaints to magistrates to be written on stamped paper; order dated 
17th March, 1809, specifying the kind of court house to be built for the 
accommodation of the Court of Circuit at stations visited by it. (The 
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specification includi^d stables for 6 horses and a cook room); instructions 
to magistrates how to deal with affrays and dacoities; a proclamation of 
1810, prohibiting the practice of burying alivt' with their own consent 
persons having leprosy; the transfer in July, 1810, of certain villages 
from the magistracy of the Northern division to that of the Southern 
division; instruotions regarding the recording of convictions ; rules for 
attendance of witnesses at jail deliveries of Courts of Circuit; order 
requiring magistrates to lay before the Court of Circuit on each jail 
delivery statements of undiirtrial prisoners : ordi'rs about stopping the 
bringing in slave girls from Almora (a complaint from the Soobah of 
Alrnora in 1811 led to passing of Regulation X of 1811); allowances to 
be paid only to indigent witnesses in criminal cases ; orders regarding 
the evidence of iuformers; order requiring native judicial ofticers to 
furnish Government with a list of their l.iiidod property ; instructions 
regarding ; magistrates instriicicd in IS 14 to order zainiudars 

to make mud parap> ts round wells to prev(uit people from falling in; 
instructions of various dates regarding siitke'. (This correspondence shows 
that in 1815, ‘178 suttees were reported as having taken place iu the 
whole of Bengal. In ISlG the number was 442, iu 1817, 787, iu 1818, 88M. 
Ilius it would appear that the practice was on the iiKU’case when it was 
suppressed) ; instructions regarding accused persons who appear to be of 
unsound mind; circular order in 1815 to all magistrates requiring them 
to furnish an explanation whenever at the end of any month more than 
50 p(;rsons were in confinement for examination; printed proidamation 
dated March 28tli, 1815, of the llon’ble and Vdcc-Presidenfc in 
Council asking for subscriptions to bo jipplicd to the discharge from 
confinement of such insolvent debtors as may be deemed the fittest objects 
of relief as a thanksgiving to Almighty God for the happy rci-establish- 
mont of peace in Europe ; letters from the presiding Judge of Circuit 
addressed to the magistrate at the close of the session on the state of the 
police and the jail, pointing out mistakes and irregularities in judicial 
procedures etc. ; orders of July the 24th, 181 (>, under which the Nizamat 
Adawlut ordered magistrates when preparing the calendars prescribed 
under section 18 of Regulation VJ of 1803 to distinguish witnesses under 
the following heads : — 

Prosecution — 

(1) Witnesses to the charge ; 

(2) Witnesses to the confession; 

(3) Witnesses to character; 

Defence — 

(1) Witnesses to the defence ; 

(2) Witnesses to character ; 
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order, dated 19th December, 181G, proliibitiug the police from levyiug from 
the zamiudars hhet, nazrana, etc. ; correspondence regarding suppression of 
female infanticide ; rules rogardiiig pensions ; correspondence regarding de- 
fecfs in ex‘cution proceedings of civil decrees; stamp laws ; judicial proce¬ 
dure ; hospitals for the insane; repairs to Government buildings; the 
appoinmerit of Sudder Arneeiis under Regulation II of 1821 ; order of 1824 
directing magistrates to report to higher authorities all cases of European 
planters charged ^\ith violence or oppression ; directions to magistrates 
regarding seizure of contraband opium in 1824* ; an order of 1824 
empowering magistrates to attach estates when pos-ession cannot be 
ascertained ; in 1825 the Government ordered the Court of Circuit of 
Bareilly to visit the station of Nagina once a year, but directed that 
they need not hold jail deliveries of Etawah, Debra Dun and Pilihhit, 
where joint magistrates were stationed, but where there was no suitable 
jail; court vacations: security bonds: travel! iug allowance rules ; rules 
for recording of evidence. 

A greai poriion of the correspond'cnce is concerned with the police. 
Th(3 la'cords contain a copy of a letter, datod lOth dune, 1808, from the 
Nizamat Adawlut to the Governor General in Council J-aying that, 
although the local circumstance's in both divisi^ms of Saharaiipur are 
peculiar, they conside'r that Uie magistrates are entertaining iin un- 
luicessary jxilice establishmeiir. As tlie result (»f this letter the strength 
of the p(dic(i in the Northern division of Saharaiipur was fixed as follows 
on the *>l.sL of August, 1808 : — 

Cue kotvval on Ks. fO-O-O, one naih on Rs. 15, 16 darogas, pay frcun 
Rs. 15-0-0 lo Rs. 30-0-0, 33 j mad.irs at Us. 8-0-0, 428 barkandazes at 
l\s. 4-0-0. Ti;e cost of this estahlishmcnt, including mutsuddies, was 
Rs. 3,178-0-0 j)er mensem. The eetahlishinent was increased on the 
22nd August, 1809, by the addition of two darogas on Ks. 25-0-0, two 
iamadais on Rs. 8-0 0 and 20 barkandazes at Rs. 4-0-0 which entailed an 
additional expense of Rs. lOO per mensem. 

The above establi^hmcnt did not include village watchmen. 

In addition to these e>tablisliments, magistrates were empowered to 
entertain tomporai'y sowars to assist the police. Liter, at the request of 
the Magistrate of Moradabad, magistrates were allowed to entertain, in 
(aise of necessity, extraordinary establishments. Among other letters 
appertaining to the police is a copy of a letter of Government, dated 
10th Ma3y 1809, calling on magistrates to iiidu(;e tahsildars and other 
natives of intluence and respectable character to undertake the duties 
of police ameens under Regulation XII of 1807 to disperse and 
apprehend gangs of frcc-booters. In tlie same year an Irregular Corps 
of 500 hor^ae was raised for the support of tho police in the 
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Ceded and Conquered Provinces and each magistrate was asked bow 
many horsemen he required. The records show that the bigger zamin- 
dars were entrusted with the charge of their police in their estates, a 
written agreement with them being taken. 

Jails and jail discipline are subjects on which there is much corre¬ 
spondence in this series. The records contain a report, dated 27th 
March, 1809, that in the year 1807-08 Sicca Rupees 8,44,245 were ex¬ 
pended on judicial contingencies in the territories under the Governor 
General, chiefly on the maintenance of prisoners. In most districts jail 
acconiinodation was insufficient and general orders were issued directing 
magistrates in such cases to hire private buildings. Stocks were also 
resorted bo as a means of securing prisoners in unsafe buildings. There 
is on the record a copy of a note by R. K. Dick, the third Judge of 
Circuit, Dacca, on the treatment of prisoners and the directions of Govern¬ 
ment thereon. Government at this period was innch c.orK'.erried with jail 
discipline and the health of prisoners. In 1812 orders were issued that 
prisoners to be whipped by corah w^ere to be first inspected by the 
magistrate to see if they were fit to undergo this punishment.: 39 stripes 
was a common punishment. 

The records show tliat in October 1817, 5f) pi’isoners were sent from 
Moradabad to help to rt pair the fortress at Saharanpur and 100 were 
deputed for the same purpose from Aligarh. By November, 1818, the 
100 Aligarh prisoners had been reduced to 75 by casualties. 

As the note on the history of Saharanpur division shows, Dehra Dun 
was for some time undor the jiirisdiclion of the Magistrate of Saharanpur, 
and a good many letters in this series refer to Dehra Dun. There is a 
letter, dated July 2Gth, 1816, from the Court of Appeal and Circuit asking 
the following questions about Dehra Dun :— 

(1) Is there any principal town ? 

(2) Has there be(m any kind of police establishment ? 

(3) What are the castes and their crimes ^ 

(4) What grains are grown, their selling price, does produce 
exceed consumption ? 

(5) Are there any manufactures ? 

((>) Are there any imports or exports? 

There is in the records a Government order, dated 2Sth February, 
1817, sanctioning a police establishment costing Rs. 299 per mensem for 
Dehra Dun. There is in 1817 a report of Mr. R. F. Grindall, Magistrate 
of Saharanpur North, reporting that “ in particular and minute enquiries 
relative to the customs and manners of the people ’’ he could not ascertain 
that lu ‘‘that part of Garhwal called Dehra Duu ” any local usages 
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regarding cilhor of property or society peculiar to themselves existed. 
This report and the proximity of the two districts led the Government 
to annex Dehra Dun to Saharanpur. Grindall proposed to establish 
a Dewanny Adawlut at Saharanpur. This proposal was not ac( 3 cptod. 

Finally, this series of records contains some interesting correspondence 
regarding the Magistrate’s court house at Saharanpur. On ]8th 
March, 1806, the Court of Circuit wrote to Wilkinson ‘ The Court recom¬ 
mends the propriety of your cr(H;ting a temporary bui!<liug \o .ir your 
residence in an open space to serve as a kutcherry win re the Uihabitaiiis 
who have oceasion to apply (o yon may find ready means of ac ess.” iMney 
officers used to live or hold their offices in toiiilis and temph's and 
rnosrjues. Thus the CollecUor ol Agra lived in a tomb for some years. 
In 1808 t he Goveimmcnt called for a report as to the occup:i;aou of such 
'buildings by individuals. 

By 1816 the Circuit bungalow at Saharanpur had fallen into a i^tate 
of (lisn^pair. On t he 80th of December Air. Jjeycester recominen(h>d that 
the buiigahnv recenily built liy Captain AicLeod he piircliased and that 
the existing la.-sidence o( the dodges he made into a public obiiX). In the 
course of bis letter Air. Leyeester said :— 

“ Tiie buiigalow may bo described generally as consisting of nine rooms 
with a small verandah round with every accommodation and abundant) 
outhouses. It was lurnished about a year ago, is admira])]y built and in 
perfect order, glazed throughout, not likely to need any but the most 
common repairs for a great length of time—must be })ei‘fe(‘tly satisfactory 
to tile dodges—so as to obviati' all futino discussion on tlie subject—and is 
very coinmodiously placc'd in a healthy situation. 

Captain McLeod is willing to sidl tlie pr(»pcrty, including piirdas, 
(•Licks, punklias and tlie Calcutta mats in the three centre rooms and sctriii- 
jees in tlie others for Sicca lls. 5,000, a sum to which Goveriimenl has 
lately limited the cost of building for the Circuit Judges, but which is 
much l(;ss than the net value of the premiscis.” 

Series V,--Letters from the Commissioner of OirctiU from 1825 
to 1857, 13 volumes. 

* 

For an account of the nature of siudi letters the la ader is referred 
to the dchciiption of the rc(?ords in the Magistrate's office at 
Mirzapur. 

Series VI,—Letters from the Sessions Judge from Maixh, 1836 
to December, 1857, 3 volumes. 

For the general nature of these letters the reader is refei red to the 
description of such letters issued to the Alagistrate of Mirzapur, 

22 



( 154 ) 

Series VII.--Letters from the Civil Auditor and Accountant, 
18B6-1&54, I volume. 

These are mainly circulars. They are not so complete as tho collec- 
'tion of circulars in the record-room at Ghazipiir but they are addressed 
to the magistrate. Their subject-matter is of little interest and impor¬ 
tance, The circulars relate mostly to the keeping of Government 
accounts and the working of the Government treasuries. On September 
ihe 20th, 1846, the Government authorised the abolition of Magistrates’ 
treasuries and the exhibition of th(dr monetary transactions in the 
Collector’s tr('asury accounts. The separate magistrate’s accounts were 
all closed on April the 30tb, 1847. Circulars nos. 220 and 221 in this 
•connection issued to the collectors and magistrates explain the procedure 
that had to be adopted in amalgamating the two treasuries. The Collec¬ 
tor had to add the Magistrate’s cash balance to his own and open three 
new^lieads in liis accounts, “ Magistrat(‘’s iiudficienb balance,” “ to and by 
dej»osits of th(‘ Magistrate’s court,” and “ to and by ferry fund.” The 
opening of these new hesds was acconipaiiiod by the discontinuance of the 
reiniLlance head “To and by Magist.rate.” 

Scries VIf L —Letterf rom the Commism oner reijarding tk i snppres- 

eion of Dacoity, oJ.so from the Cooiniissioner for the suppression 

of Th'iufgec avid Dacoity. 

Colonel W. .11. Shjeman was at first appointed Conimissioner to deal 
witli thugg(u.*, and later, on the 12lii of February 1839, he was also 
appointed Chunmissionor for suppression of dacoity. The present corros- 
jaindencc deals almost entirely with gang robla.'ry or dac^oity. Sleeman’s 
^moduH opcrandi, as set forth in his (urcnlar no. 28, dated 27th Ftdiruary 
1839, was to (1) coinpde a list of leaders and influential inem!*er‘s of 
dacoit gangs, (2) (*pen a sejairate misl for each of the above from matoriahs 
furnished by the magistrates whether or not the men were in custody. 

ddie niisl, ” wrote Sleemau, “ will goon increasing till tlie individual is 
filially disposed of and will be available for any magistrate who may wish 
to refer to it.” 

The corres}7Dndeu(‘e infdudes a demi-olTicial letter to W. J. Conolly, 
Magistrate of Saharanpiir, in Sleeman’s o>vn haiidwiiting. 

(h) Judicial letters issued—Series I, II a)td III ,—For tho general 
nature of the contents of these rec^ords tho reader is referred to the des¬ 
cription of the similar series in tlie record-room of tho Collector of 
Mirzapur. 

(e) Miscellaneous Judicial documents.'—The headings of these 
volumes ex])laiii their contents. 
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(4) The records of the Local Agents and the Road and Ferry 
Fund Committees at Sauahanpur. 

These fall into two scries:— 

Series I.—Letters received from 1S36 to 1860, 3 volumes. 

Series II.—Letters issued from September, 1842 to 1843, 1 volume. 
(These are tied up in basta no. 32.) 

Series II.—The letters are listed at the begiiming of the volume. 
This volume also includes minutes of proceedings. The volume coutains 
nothing of importance. The registers containing the earlier and later 
letters issued have disappeared or have been destroyed. 

Series I.—Most of the letters received ap[)car to have been preserved 
in these 3 volumes. The first letter is dated 8th January, 1836, from 
the Commissioner to W. T. Louis, olhciating Collector, and F. Thompson, 
Civil ^hirgeon, informing uhern that, under the orders of Government^ 
they are authorised to act as local agents, unler Regulation XIX of 
1810, and saying that the Senior Assistant present may act as Secretar}% 
Until 1836 thei’e were no Local Agents for Meorut, Rulandshahr, Saluv 
ranpur, or Muzallarnagar. ddie most important subjects in this cor¬ 
respondence are the organisation in 1838 of a scheme lor regulating and 
controlling the disbursement of the Road Fund (there was a one per cent, 
road fund in the district), appointment of the Joint Magistrate as an 
ex-officio iriemberof the Agency; coiTospondence regarding the construction 
of bridges over the llindun and Solanoo to im|)rovo the road to Mussoorie. 
The local agents wanted to construct these bridges but t he Government 
refused to sauction tliem on the ground that they would beiicfib only 
Europeans. The scheme was Captain P. T. Cautley’s. The local ag»mts 
filled up several swamps and did s(»me drainage. In 1840 the Comrnis- 
sionei complained that the collection of the road fund had been allowed 
to fall iiito ari’cars. In the same year the Board of Revenue revpi'-/>ted 
that respectable natives should be asked to join tlio committee. 
The records of 1841 and 1842 contains corrcspondeuce regarding 
the reconstruction of a bridge over the Dholee Khal Nulla. In 1842 a 
Superintendent of Roads was appointed, and this series contains the 
betters written by him to the agents. It also contains letters from 
Lieutenant Raird Smith, Executive Engineer of the Doab canals, who 
was made a member of the committee. In 1845 the Lieutenant-Governor 
visited Saharaiipur and after his visit he directed the Commissioner 
to say that he was much struck with the importance of paying attention 
to the roads and the better drainage of the city. He stated that he 
doubted whether it is worth while paying a European overseer as 
other committees managed without one. As a result of this letter, the 
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post of th(‘ Hoad Superintendent was abolished. Between 1842 and 1847 
the chief matters dealt with are the constraction of(l) the Saharaiipur- 
Iturki-Hardwar road (the Canal depai tmcnt paid the initial cost of 
this, Rs. 14,700, and the Road Fund Committee liquidated the debt in 
annual instalments of Rs. 2,000), (2) the Amballa-Meerut road, (3) the 
Chilkhanna-Madhalpur road, (4) the Ddhi road, also the roads to the 
hills, but it was not until lS5.5that the road to Dehra through the Sewaliks 
was commenced. The Postmaster-General constantly complained of the 
bad state of the road between Saharanpur and Amballa. The Road 
Committee were allowed to employ jail labour on the roads, and they had 
the advantage of the assistaiicM.' of the engineers who were engaged in 
constructing the eiiiils and also later of the engineers engaged in 
constructing the railway. 

The volumes of letters rec(dved contain a lew minutes (.>f members, 
money accounts, Government, orders and circulars. 

Gof'cr'ii/ntciti (jazrftes .—There are IG V(*lume.s of Goveriin^/'nt of dfjra 
Gdzed.e.s from Se[)teTnber, l <S40, to the end of 1857. ddiere is one. volume 
for eadi year except the years 1841 and 1842, the Gazettes of which are 
missing. 

Oalcnit'i —Tht'se exist for tin* years 1850 and 1857. 

Tlun'e, arc iu I bo li'ir,n-y ot ihe Saharanpur collectorate a number 
of i!i< crest, i]]g liQoks of pi<>-n)uti]iy days, including the 1829 edition of 
the (hrciilar Oid^as of the Nizamut Adawlut from 1796 to 1827, 
2 volumes. 

V.—Table showing the contents of the bastas. 

Number of Nature oj contents. 

Basta. Ilcvenne, 

(1) Six V(damos oi'reveune letters received (series I), 1814 to 

182J. 

(2) Seven volumes of revenue letters ree-eived (series I), 1822 

to 1820. 

(3) Six volumes of revenue letters received (series I;, 1827 to 

1834. 

(4) Six volumes of revenue letters received (series I), 1835 to 

1840. 

(5) Six volumes of revenue letters received (series I), 1841 to 

1847. 

(0) Six volumes of revenue letters received (scries I), 1848 to 

1852. 

(7) Six volumes of revenue letters received (series I), 1853 to 

1855. 
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Number of Nature of contents. 

Basta. Revenue —(coDcluded). 

j^Two volumes of revenue letteivs received (scries I), 1856. 

I One volume „ correspondence of 1857. 

1 One ,, of correspondence relating to Raja Ram Dayal 
Wj of Laadhura. 1813. 

I Two volumes of copies of revenue correspondence, 1809 to 
1818. 

(9) Seven volumes of revenue circulars received (series II), 1829 
to Octobf^r 1838. 

(10) Six volumes of revenue circulars received (scries II), 1838 
(October) to 1850. 

^Six volumes of revenue circulars received (scries II), 1851 

^ J to 18.) 4 . 

1 Throe volumes of letters received by Mr. J. Muir, 1835 to 
^ 1839. 

rFive volumes of letters issued by Mr. .L Muir, 1835 to 1840, 
'tOno voluiru; of letters issued l)y Mr. Mabery, 1839 to 1840. 

. One volume of revenue letters issued (scu'ies I), 1818 to 1819, 

(13) 3 volume of letters issued to Board (series II), ,1826. 

' j Four volumes of miscellaneous letters issued (Series IV), 
^ 1851 to 1850. 

(14) Ten volumes of letters to Commissioner (series III), 1829 

to 183G. 

(15) Eleven volumes of letters to Commissioner (series III), 1837 

to 1845. 

(10) Eleven volumes of letters to Commissioner (series III), 1846 
to 1856. 

(17) Ten volumes of jniscollaneoiis revenue records (1 to 10 of 
miscellaneous revenue records). 

SettLairif/iU, 

^Two volumes of settlement letters received, 1836 to 1840. 

. ) Three volumes of settlement letters issued, 1835 to 1840. 

I One volume of copies of settlement correspondence between 
^ 1819 and 1855. 

(^One volume of settleincnt accounts, 1226 to 1237 fasti, 
j Six volumes of general statements, 1835 to 1836. 

(19) Fifteen volumes of village statements, 1835 to 1838. 

I One volume of statements of propose.d jama, 

l^One settlement note book, 1834. 

(20) Five volumes of village statements, 1835 to 1840, 

(21) Eight „ „ „ „ 

(22) Six ,, „ „ „ 
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(23). 


(24)- 


Number of Nature of contents. 

Basta. Judicial. 

^One volume of letters from Resident of Delhi (series I), 1806 
to 1812. 

Five volumes ef letters from Government (series II), 1805 
to 1825. 

-Three volumes of letters from Nizamat Adawlut (series III), 
1805 to 1857. 

Three volumes of letters from Sessions Judge (series VI), 
1830 to 1857. 

^Four volumes of letters from Court of Circuit (series IV), 
1 180Gtol828. 

(25) j volume of letters from Commissioner of Dacoity (series 

^ ^ j Vlll), 1887 to 1845. 

j One volume of letters from Accountant (series VII), 1836 to 
I 1854. 

(26) S(3ven volumes of letters from Commissioner (series V), 1829 

to 1852. 

(27) Six volumes of letters from Commissioner (series V), 1853 to 

1857. 

(28) Five volumes of miscelhiiicous letters received (series IX). 

1819 to 1817. 

A Three volumes of JoLscellaneous lettei's received (series IX), 
) 1848 to 1857. 

j Five v(4nines of miscellaneous judicial records (1 to 5 
miscellaneous). 

(30) Eight volumes of judicial letters issued (series I), 1831 to 
1843 (June). 

.. Four volumes of judicial letters issued (series I), July 1843 

i to 1847. 

Four volumes of letters to Commiesiom'r (series II), 1848 to 
1858. 

j^Four volumes of miscellaneous letters issued (scries III), 

! 1848 to 1857. 
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Local Agency. 


I Three volumes of letters received, 1836 to 1860. 

I^One volume of letters issued, 1842 to 1843. 

(33) Eight volumes, Govermincnt of Agra Gazette, 1840 to 1849. 

(34) Six „ „ „ 1850 to 1855. 

-Two „ 1856 to 1857. 

CakuUa QazeUe^ 1856 to 1857. 





CHAPTER XI 


PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD-ROOM OF THE 
SUPERINTENDENT OF DEHRA DUN. 

jyr.i?.—This record-room contains rooorda relating to some parts of Kumaun 
from 1825 to 1829 

I.—History of the district. 

II. —General nature of the records. 

III. —Classification of the records. 

IV. —Descriptive account of the records. 

V. —Table showing the contents of the hastas. 

I.—History of the district. 

After the defeat of the Gurkhas the Government of India, in a 
resolution, dated tlie 17th November, ISlo, ordered that Dehra Dun 
should be permanently annexed to the British territory and attached 
to the Saharaiipur district. The copy of this resolution, wliich was 
sent to the Colloc.tor o{ Saharanpur, exists among the Saharanpur 
records. 

On January 2()th, 1816, the Secretary to Government wrote to Mr. 
Grindall, the Magistrate of the Northern division of Saharanpur, trans¬ 
mitting a copy of the proceeding.s of Government relating to the annexa¬ 
tion of; the Dun and stating that “ His Lordship in Council docs not 
c-onsider it to be expedient that the general laws and regulations of the 
British Government for the administration of civil and criminal justice 
in the western yjrovinces should be immediately introduced into the 
Deyrah Doon, and it will be sufficient for the present that such measures 
be adopted, and sucli gvuieral. control exercised by you, as may appear 
necessary for the maintenance of an efficient internal police in that tract 
of country. 

You are accordingly desired to take charge of the Deyrah Doon from 
Mr. Fraser,* and after y^ersonally ascertaining the stations where it may 
be proper to establish police thannahs to report the number and expense 
of the establishment which it may be necessary to entertain for the 
maintenance of the police and for the protection of the property of the 
inhabitants. 

It will probably be convenient that the police thannahs and the tahsil- 
dari ciitcherries should be established at the same places, and you are 
accordingly desired in framing any arrangement of this nature to act in 

• That officer bad been deputed from the Delhi Kosidency on January 20th, 181G, 
to settle the province of Garhwal and to organise a poJioe cstublishmeut. 
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• 

concert with Mr. Chamberlain, or the officer who may be directed to 
assume charge of the revenue of the Deyrah Boon. 

Ill the trial of persons who may ho charged with the commission of 
criminal offences in the Deyrah Di)on, you will conform to the general 
principles of the regulations in force in the Ceded and Conquered Pro¬ 
vinces, and in the infliction of punishments you will be careful not to 
exceed the ordinary powers invested in you, as a magistrate, by those 
regulations. 

If any cases of a more serious nature should arise in which it would be 
necessary under the r('gulations in force to commit the parties accused 
for I,rial before the Court of Cir(‘uit you will detain such persons in safe 
custody or on hail until the formal introduction of the general regulations 
into the Beyrah Bomi may enable you to commit thorn to take? their trial 
before the C 'urt of Cirmiit. You will, in the meantime, endeavour, by 
diligent loea! enijuiries, to ohlain the most full and accurate information 
p(issii)l(‘I'egarding that tract of country, and in repori.ing the result of 
those enquiries, you will 1 <• candiil to notice any peculiar local usages, 
eibhiT in the sta’-e of properly or of society, wliiith it may bo of import¬ 
ance that. Governineui. should be made acquaint d with pri'viously to the 
formal introduction of the n'gulations into tlie Deyrah Boon.” 

There is no <iopy of this letten- among th(' Dchra records, but the 
original (!xists among ihose at S.iliaranpur. 

Chi March 2bth, I81(j, the Seitrc'tary to the Board of Commissioners in 
the Ceded and ('onquerod ProvirKurs thus addressed Mr. Calvert on depu¬ 
tation at. Saharan pur : — 

“The Boai'd . . . do not deem it necessary to delay, until a 

reference to the Presidmiey, onho’s for carrying into effect the instru<;tions 
of Govi'i'iiment which direct a e.o-operation of the revenue with the judicial 
authorities. You will be pleased, therefore, to proceed to the Diioon for 
the pn?‘])ose of selecting, in (jonc.ert with the magistrate, the situations of 
such pargjinah (uitcherrii'S as may appear to you necessary, and on receiv¬ 
ing charge of the revenue records, to Lraiisinit to me a full report on the 
static of the Dhoon ac.compaiiied with the accounts of such settlement as 
may have bt'Cii made, (topics of proceedings thereon, the kisthuiidee of the 
present year and a, jumiua wassil bakee, with copies of all such letters 
from Mr. Fraser to Government and the orders in reply which may ho 
made over to you, for the purpose of affording the Board ample informa¬ 
tion regarding the Bhoon.” 

A few days after the issue of the above orders the Board received a 
letter, dated Fort William, the 15th March, 1810, from the Secretary to 
Government sa 3 dng : “ The Governor General in Council entirely 
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approves of the suggestion of your Board for placing the revenue affairs 
of the Deyrah Doon under the officer who has charge of the revenue of 
the northern division of the district of Saharanpiir . . . The magist¬ 

rate of the northern division of Baharaupur has been directed to assume 
charge of the police in the tract of country in question, aiivl . . on the 

presumption that it will be convenient to establish the poli'^e thannahs 
and tahsildarcc cuteberries at the same places the magistrate has been 
directed in establishing the former, to frame his arrangements in concert 
with the officer who may bo directed to take charge of the revenue. . . 

The permanent arrangements for the management of this tract of country 
will be the suhjLct of future consideration/' 

This further corisideration resulted in Regulation IV of ISIT, which 
w\as passed on February ^Hth of that year. 

“ Whereas/’ runs the iicgulation, ‘ the tract of (‘ountry called Deyrah 
Doon, herefcofore foriniiiga part of Gurhwal, has been coded to the Honour¬ 
able the East India Canupany, in full sovereignty by the Raja of Nepal 
and whej'eas it has been judged advisable to annex that tract of country 
to the district of Sahaniiipnv, the following rules have been enacted, to 
bo in force from the period of their promulgation. 

II.—The tract of country called Deyrah Doon, l;erotoforc forming part? 
of Gurhwal, shall be annexed to the district of Saharaiipur and shall be 
considei ed, subject in all matters of police and criminal jurisdiction, to 
the magistrate of the northern division of Saharanpore; and in all matters 
of a civil nature to the jurisdiction of the dewauny adawlut of thatj 
district. The laws and regulations established for the internal adminis¬ 
tration of the ceded and conquered provinces arc hereby declared to be in 
full force and effect in the Deyrah Doon/* 

Mr. Cah 'ert, having completed his settlement, left Dehra Dun, and 
from that time until 1822 the Dun remained immediately under the 
Collector of Saharaiipur and the Magistrate of the northern division of 
Saharaiipur. On October 24th, 1S22, the Hon. F. J. Shore, who was at 
that time officiating joint magistrate of Bulaiidshahr, was directed, 
on beiuig relieved by Mr. Graham, to take subordinate charge of Dehra 
Dun. lie was ordered to proceed to Dehra and to remain there until the 
advent of th.e rainy season as joint magistrate and officer in charge of the 
revenue administration on a salary of Rs. 1,000 per mensem. During the 
rains he was required to reside at Saharaiipur and from that place conduct 
the affairs of the Dun. 

In 1824 Mr. Shore represented that the inhabitants of Dehra Dun 
were so little civilized that the regulations adapted to the people of the 
plains were not suited to them. 
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The representation resulted in the passing of Regulation XXI of 1825 
which effected the transfer of the control of the Dun from the Saharanpur 
authorities to the Commissioner of Kumaun. 

The following are extracts from a Government resolution, dated the 
18th December, 1825 : — 

“ A civil officer will be appointed assistant to the Commissioner of 
Kumaoon and will in that capacity conduct under his authority 
and instructions the administration of civil and criminal justice 
and the collection of the hind re veil no in the Deyra Doon, and in 
the Pergunnah of Chaudnee and also in the following Pergun- 
nahs of the province of Kumaun, viz., Gnng Sulan, Chound- 
kote, Bara.seo, Devvalgurh and Nagpore. 

» sK ♦ * ♦ * 

(3) The assistant will exercise his discretion in visiting any part of 

the jurisdiction committed to his charge that may appear 
to re(juire his immediate pnj.seiice, but it is desirable that his 
Sudder Culclierry should bo established in the Doon from May 
U) October and at Sreeou^our from the month of November to 
April. By this arrangement the inhabitants ol tfje Doon will 
hav<! aceesji lo the assistant throughout the year, and the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Hill Pergunnahs during a large poriion of the year, 
while the latt(!r will have it in the ir po\vt:r in ease of emergency 
to nssort to the (Commissioner’s eoiirt during the rainy season, 
when ajiy dithculty of communication may exist between the 
Hill Pergunnahs ;uid the Doom 

(4) The assistant will exenuse powers to the same extent as those 

vested by the general regulations in a zillah Judge and- Magis¬ 
trate and a Collector of Revtuiue, suhjc.ct to the control and 
the instrue.tioiis of the Commissioner ol Kumaun. 

(5) III all civil suits an appeal will lie to tlui Commissioner’s court 

from the decisions of the assi.staiit . 

(b) In the trial of criminal cases the assistant will be guided by the 
spirit and principles of the general ix'gidntions in force in tho 
ceded and coiuiuercd provinces. ” 

Paragraphs 7 and 8 yirovide for the procedure in the case of persons 
eharged with serious crime. Such had to be committed for trial before 
the local Commissioner or a Jndieial Commissioner appointed under 
Regulation X of 1807. 

Paragraphs 10 and 11 reipiired the assistant to furnish to the Com¬ 
missioner of Kumaun monthly and periodical returns of civil and crimi¬ 
nal business and of the collections of the land revenue and of contingent 
charges. 
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0.1 December 8th, 1825, the Secretary to the Government wrote to 
the Hon. J. Shore :— 

“ The Governor General in Council has this day been pleased to 
remove you from the office of register of Saharanpur and joint magis¬ 
trate stationed in the Dehra Dun and to appoint you to bo assistant to 
the Commissioner of Kumaoon with a salary of Rs. 1,500 per mensem.” 

On May 1st, 1829, one month after the appointment of Cominissionera 
of Revenue and Circuit, Dehra Dun was removed from the jurisdiction 
of the Commissioner of Kumaun and placed in charge of a superintendent 
— Major Young—subordinate to the C<nnniissioner of Revenue and 
Circuit for tlie first or Meerut division. 

Regulation V of 1829, passed on May 12th, 1829, gave legislative sanc¬ 
tion to the above arrangement and enacted that the administration of 
justice iu the Dehra Dun should be conducted “ under such rules as the 
Governor General in Council may be pleased to issue.” The rules in 
question were issued on the day on which the Regulation was passed : in 
a letter of that date from the Secretary to Government Mr. W. Ewer, the 
Commissioner of the first division, was informed that pargana Chaudni 
and the tahsildari of Srinagar were to be placed under the authority 
of the Commissioner in Kumaun, tlie river Ganges being the boundary 
between the province of Kumaun and the Dehra Dun and its dependen¬ 
cies. Tlie litter were to bo pljiec l under the Commissioner of the first 
division, along with the other districts of the Is'orlhern Doab ; and, runs 
this letter : ‘‘ the Itesidont at Delhi will possess and exorcise the powers 
of Sudcler l)(!wanny and XizaiiKit Ada,wlut in like manner as tlio Resident 
is vested with ihose powers in regard to the districts of the Northern 
Deal) uuder the provisions of clause second, secUioii IX, Regulation 1 of 
1829. 

“ In the adimnistralion of tlie revenue and of civil and criminal 
justice and of the police the vSiiperintendoiit will exerciser powers to the 
same extent as those vested by tho general regulalions in a zillah judge 
and inagistiate and a collector of revenue, sulijecl to your control and 
instructions. 

“ in civil suits an appeal will lie to you in your capacity of Commis¬ 
sioner . . . 

“ Sessions of jail delivery shall be regularly held at least once a year 
in the Dehra Dun by the Commissioner of the first division appointed 
under Kogulaiion 1 of 1829 for the trial of prisoners committed by the 
JSuperintemdent of the Dehra Dun and its dependencies, and if the Com¬ 
missioner shall consider the crime charged against a prisoner to bo estab¬ 
lished he shall either refer the case for the final sentence to the Resident 
at Delhi, or if the case be within the cimipetcnce of the judges of circuit 
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under the regulations in force in the ceded and conquered provinces,' he 
shall issue his warrant for ihe punishment of the criminal.” . , 

The above arrangement, so far as it regards the criminal jurisdiction 
of the Resident at Delhi, cannot have persisted long, for we find on 
November 30th, ]820, the Nizamuc Adawlut sentencing prisoners commit¬ 
ted at Dehra Dun. 

The Resident, however, continued for some time to exercise control 
over the Superintendent of the Dun in the latter’s capacity of a political 
agent. On June 5th, 18*29, when Major Young was appointed Superinten¬ 
dent of the Dehra Dun, the Resident at Delhi (Sir J, E. Colebrooke, 
Bart.) was informed that “ our political relatioi^^ with the'Raja of Garh- 
wal will in future be conducted by that officer in subordination to your 
authoiity.” 

On June IGi/h, 1835, “the whole of the duties relating to criminal 
justice hcret'dore porformed ... by the Ch)iiinus8i()iier of Circuit ” 
were transferred to the Sessions Judge at Saharanpur. The Commis¬ 
sioner, however, still retained his authorit}^ as Superintendent of Police. 

At the end of 1842 another change was made in the administration of 
Dehra 1 hin. 

Oil Deccndier 2Gth of that year the following resolution was passed :— 

“ 9’he 1 lonouiable the Lieu!(‘nant-Covcrnor liaviug hnd under consi¬ 
deration tlio arivingcmruit for the administration of the De}'ra Doon and 
Mussoorie Hill stations and the vacalieiiof office by Collec.tor Young, the 
present P(j\iI leal Agent, conseqia.nt on bis appointment . . , to be 

a Ib'igadier o!' the 2ud class in Ihiudelhband, resolves that Dcyra Doon 
and ]\iu; sooisi! stations, together with the district of Jownsar and any 
other tract loniierly subject to the Superintendent of Jownsar and Dcyra 
Doon shall he attached to the district of Saharanpur to he administered 
by an officer Avith tiie powers of a joint magi;>traLe and deputy collector 
subordiiiaU; to tho ]\ragistr:ite and Collector of Saharanpur with the title 
and designation of SiiperinLcndent on a Bahiry of R i. 1,000 per mensem. 

ir.—His H onour is further pleased to determine that all political 
functions shall ( ease and that tlie territory of the Rajali of Garhwal or 
Tehree be annexed to the Kumaouii agency and jdaced under the control 
of the assistant in Garhwal.'’ 

II.—General nature of the records. 

The pre-Mutiiiy records at Dehra Dun are voluminous and possess 
more than usual interest and imijortancc. 

They are interesting as relating to an extra-regulation tract, as 
containing much of the correspondence of that remarkable person, the 
Hon. F. J. Shore, and as ufiurding materials for the Liilory of the 
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large grants of land made in the Dun to European and Indian 
settlers. 

That the records are of practical importance was demonstrated in 
a recent suit to which the Secretary of State for India in Conncil was 
a party. The Mussooree and Landour records, especially, are important 
owing to the uncertainty which prevails, or did prevail, until recently, 
as to the nature of the land tenures in the hill settlements. 

2. The records in the ofBce of the Superintendent of the Dun are 
more complete than those of most of the districts in the western part 
of the provinces, having escaped the ravages of the common foes 
of old records, viz., the mutineers in 1857, whiteants, fish-insects, and 
the indiscriminate weeder. 

From the outline of the history of the district it will be apparent 
that until the end of the year 1822 all correspondence relating to the 
Dun was addressed either to the Collector of Saharanpur or to the 
Magistrate of the northern division of that district. The more impor¬ 
tant of the revenue correspondence of the period 181G to 1823 relating 
to the Dun was copied out in September, 1823, and sent to Dehra Dun 
where it now exists. 

The date of the earliest original record is October 24th, 1S22. This 
is a letter addr(!ssed to Mr, Shore at Bulandshahr directing him to 
assume charge of tlie Dun. 

A large numbcir of the records have beerf made up into files ; lists 
of these are given below. 

The records which have been arranged chronologically have been 
neither listed nor indexed. 

III.—Classification of the records. 

The records, all of which have been bound up into volumes or placed 
in guard books, have been classified as follows 

I. —Documents made up into files. 

II.—Documents arranged chronologically. 

1.—Documents made up into files ;— 

(а) Files relating to Mussoorio (including Rajpur) and Landour. 

(б) Files relating to the rest of the District, 

II,—Documents arranged chronologically :— 

{a) Letters received — 

Series I .—Revenue letters received by the Collector of Saharan¬ 
pur between 1816 and 1823, 1 volume. 

Series II .—Miscellaneous letters received by the Superintendent 
of Debra Dun from October, 1822 to April, 1857, 22 
volumes. 
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Series IIL —Letters received from the Commissioner from 
1840 to 1857, 7 volumes. 

There is a break in this series between January, 1S46 and 
November, 1847. Prior to 1840, letters received by the 
Suj)crinteiident of the Dun from the Commissioner have 
been classed in series I[. The letter’s received from the 
Commissioner during the yenr 1848 and the early part 
of the year 1817 seem to have been destroyed. 

Series IV. —Copies of political letters r(3ceived between 1831 
and 1830, 1 volume. 

These copies have been brought to Dehra from Kumaun where 
the originals exist . The originals must have been sent 
to tile Commissioner of Kumaun in 1843, when lie assn- 
rhed ciiarge of the affairs relating to the liaja of Garhwal. 

Series V. —Circulars received from the Accountant, 1837 to 
1850, 1 volume, j 

{h) Letters issued — 

/.—Kevenue letters issued by the Collector of Saharan- 
pur from March, 18IG to February, 1823, 1 volume. 

Series II. —Judicial lettiu’s issued from February, 1823 to April, 
1825, 2 volumes. 

Series III. —^Miscellaneous (general) letters issued from 1823 
to 1837, 8 volumes. 

There are brcciks in this series between September, 1824 and 
A])ril, l<S2o and for the year 1827. 

Series / K.—He venue letters issued from 1837 to 1844 and 
from 1847 to 1855, S volumes. 

Series V. —Judicial letters issued from January, 1837 to October, 
1844, and from Febrnaiy, 1847 to March, 1850, 5 volumes. 

Series VI. —Letters issued to the Commissioner from January 
1848 to March, 1850, 5 volumes. 

Series VII. —Letters isf?ued regai’ding treasury matters and 
monetary transactions from January, 1847 to April, 
18G3, 3 volumes. 

Series VIII. —Miscellaneous letters issued from January, 1839 
to March, 1S5G, 3 volumes. 

Series IX. —Miscellaneous letters issued between 1844 and 1856. 
These are loose office copies which have been placed in a 
guard-book. They give the full text of many letters which 
appear only as abstracts in the registers of letters 
issued, 1 volume. 
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Series X >—Letters issued relating to Jaungar Bawar, 1822 to 
1829, 1 voliiine. 

Series XI .—Political letters issued, 1829 to 1842, 1 volume. 

Series XII. —Letters issued relating to the execution of decrees 
and the estates of deceased persons, 1840 to 1842 and 1847 
to 1895, 3 volumes. 

Series XIII. —Letters issued relating to forests and forest dues, 
1846 to 1850, 1 volume. 

Series X^IV. —Letters issued to the Postmaster-General and 
to various postmasters, 1847 to 1856, 1 volume. 

Series XV. —Letters issued by the Assistant Political Agent 
and Joint Magistrate, 1840 to 1842, 1 volume. 

Series XVI. —Letters issued to the Commissioners of the Mussoo- 
rce Settlement, et(‘., 1846 to 1856, 1 volume. 

(c) Correspondence relating to the Mutiny, 1 volume. 

IV.—Descriptive account of the records. 

(a) Doewments voade up into files. Files relating to Mussooree 
(including Raj pur) and Landour. 

These files relate mainly to land and houses hold by Europeans. 

Within 10 years of the conquest of Debra Dun, the value of Miissoorio 
and Landour as sauitoria became appreciated and numbers of Europeans 
visited those places and tjrcjcted houses there. 

Those parts of the ridge that had been It'vellcd were used as grazing 
grounds in the summer by villagers whose houses were in the valley. 
Tiie building of these liouses seriously intcrlered with the grazing of the 
cattle, and, in order to protect the villagei's, Mr. 8ii()re, the Superintend¬ 
ent, issued orders that settlers were entitled to build only on the parts of 
the ridge that had not been levelled; and that if anyone wanted to 
build on a levtd piece of land he must purchase the land and the purchase 
must bi;declared to him; otherwise he would not recognise the transfer. 

Later, Major Young raised the question whether the villagers 
had the right to sell the land, as it belonged to Government. 

Another difficulty was caused hy the fact that some houses had been 
erected on the side of the hill belonging to the Raja of Tehri. 

in order to determine the position of the settlers Mr. F. O. Wells 
was ordered in 1842 to prepare a list of holdings, confirm those that had 
been registered in the Superintendent’s office, demarcate new sites, and 
induce the R’^a of Tehri to come to terms as regards houses built on 
land in his territory. 

Many of the files contain documents signed by Wells confirming old 
grants and declaring fresh ones. 
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Much of the correspondence has been printed. 

There is a printed volume containing copies of letters from the 
Government or the Commissioner to Wells in 1842. 


At the end of Ashworth’s Report on the Land Tenures of Mussoorie 
(which has been printed) a number of the earlier records relating to 
Mussoorie and Landour have been reproduced. Those interested in the 
land tenures of Mussoorie and Landour should read Ashworth’s report. 

Shortly after Wells had completed his settlement, a local committee 
was constituted under Act X of 1842 and bye-laws were framed for the 
regulation of the station. 

Much of the correspondence of this committee is to be found in files 
117 to 120, and in series XVI of letters issued. 

The following is a list of the Mussoorie and Landour files 
File no. Subject. 


1 

2 . 

3 . 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 


8 . 


9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19 

20 


Papers regarding Maryville estate (Mussoorie). 

Ditto Spring Cottage, Kandu Lodge, Old Brewery and 

Mussoorie Seminary—estates of Mr. J. Mackinnon (Mussoorie). 

Papers regarding Park IIouso estate (Mussoorie). 

Ditto Major R. Thorpe’s estate (Landour). 

Ditto Bi'llevue estate (Mussoorie). 

Ditto Clenlyon estate (Mussoorie). 

Ditto Rad(diff (south portion), Vale Head, Blucher'^s 

Hill, Cautley Cottage. The Farm (north portion). The 
Rectory. The Cottage, Wolfsburn, Moulsoc, Wolf's Crag— 
estates of (.-aptain Cautley (Mussoorie and Landour). 

Papers regarding Landour Hotel and Daulatabad—estates of Mr. 
J. Theodore (Landour). 

Papers regarding McCarty’s Hotel at Rajpur. 

Ditto Woodstock estate (Landour) and Hotel (at 

Rajpur) of Captain R. McKie. 

Papers regarding Market Hill estate (Landour). 

Ditto Grant Lodge and Grant Cottage (Mussoorie). 

Ditto the Peak and the Retreat (Mussoorie). 

Ditto Eagle’s Nest (Mussoorie). 

Ditto Hollow Oak and Strawberry Bank (Mussoorie). 

Ditto the disputed boundary of Captain Roberts' 

estate (Mussoorie). 

Papers regarding Waverly estate (Mussoorie). 

Ditto Buona Vista estate (Landour), 

Ditto Mussoorie bazar. 

Ditto Cliff Cottage (Mussoorie). 
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21. 

Papers regarding 

Tota Hall (Mnssoorie). 

22. 

Ditto 

Laurel Bank ( Ditto ), 

23. 

Ditto 

Piiocnix Lodge ( Ditto ). 

24. 

Ditto 

Dun View ( Ditto ). 

25. 

Ditto 

(Jraig Cottage ( Ditto ). 

26. 

Ditto 

Violet Bank ( Ditto ). 

27. 

Ditto 

Willow Bank ( Ditto ). 

28. 

Ditto 

the inconvenience arising from fixing the public 


roads as boundaries oi estates. 

29. List of Dr. Grierson’s estates. 

30. Papers regarding the scale of prices to be charged for copies of 


plans ol‘ i.'states, 

31. Papers ri'gardiag the Potato garden estate of Mr. F. Young 

(Miissoorie). 

32. Papers regarding the disputed boundary oi‘ '^^T^ John Scott’s estate. 

33. Ditto Elsworth Cottag(' (Landour). 

34. Ditto Strawberry Hill (Ditto). 

35. Ditto sites for Landour bazar. 

36. D(Uailc;d survey of M nssoorie and Landour est ates and settlement 

pajxo’s. 

37. Pa,.)ers regarding White Park Forest, Oakgi'ove. jNevvlands, and 

Fairiawn—cstotes of Mr. Ltnon (Landour and Mnssoorie). 

38. Papers regarding tla^ Oaks, Acorns, and Oak Ihish—estates of 

Colonel Gwatkin (Mu.^soorie). 

39. Papors regarding (houd hhid, C’lover Lodge. Kuchar Lodge, 

Idvejgreen, Moitet' (’op. Hawthorn len, and Maple Hayes— 
estat.es of Major E. Swoteniiaui (Mnssoorie). 

40. Papers regarding godowns built by Mr. Scott on McKay’s ground 

at Itajpur. 


41. 

Papers j’egarding 

Captain White'.^ 

; land at Mussoorie. 

42. 

Ditto 

Rock cl iff estate. 

(Mnssoorie). 

43. 

Ditto 

Hampton (Ioni t 

estate (Mnssoorie). 

44. 

Ditto 

Priory 

do. ( Ditto ) 

45. 

Ditl 0 

Rock C’ottage 

do. ( Ditto) . 

46. 

Ditto 

Park Corner 

do. ( Ditto ). 

47. 

Surveying of Dr. Grierson’s estaU 

^s—Ziibbarkhet, Bhadraj, etc. 

AH. 

Papers regarding 

Ba.ssett Hall, 

Grey Castle and the Parsonage 


(Mussoor ie). 

49. Papers regarding Kenilworth and Manor House—estates of 

Maj or Angelo (Mnssoorie). 

50. Papers regarding Midstream estate (Miis.sooric). 

51. Ditto Hope Garden do. ( Ditto ). 

24 




( no ) 


52. 

Papers regarding Airfield 

estate (Mussoorie). 

53. 

Ditto 

Woodvi lie 

do. ( Ditto ), 

54. 

Ditto 

Kirklands 

do. ( Ditto ). 

55. 

Ditto 

Mail lories 

do. ( Ditto ). 

5G. 

Ditto 

Walnut Grov 

e do. ( Ditto ). 

57. 

Ditto 

Glanville 

do. ( Ditto ). 

58. 

Ditto 

Garden 

do. ( Ditto ). 

59. 

Ditto 

Brook lauds 

do. ( Ditto ). 

60. 

Ditto 

tiie Dho i gliat. 

61. 

Ditto 

tlieGaiden, . 

Eilcot and Oak Villa —estates of 


Mr. G. l>acon (Mussouric). 


62. 

List of estates at 

31ussooi ie and Landour. 

63. 

Papers relating to Mr E. Freneb’s estate at Rijpiir. 

64. 

Ditto 

Jharipani Cottage. 

65. 

f)itto 

Gravel Lodg<' and the New Brewery — estates of 


Mr. H Bhole (31 us.sooric). 


66. 

Paj)ers relating t' 

) Vuleiui’s Corner e,state (Landour). 

67. 

Ditto 

Kiricraig Coita.ge do. (ilussoorie). 

68. 

Ditto 

Belle villa 

do. - (.Ditto). 

69. 

Ditto 

Frilly Chut 

do. (Ditto). 

70. 

Ditto 

grouiid for l 

birn.iu Catholi t e.liapel at Landour. 

71. 

Ibtto 

g(tveruuieiit 

unoceupied Ian 1 near the south- 


(^ast of iifijpnr a^jplicd (or by Cipbiia JIaiTis. 

72. Papers i\ g udiijg- liu: pri !!' of laud ia the Landour bazar of 

J\1 i‘. liliaiie pTiie.spic Lodj^e). • 

73. Papers rosj;’u dirii^ Uiiocoupiud land at Laudonr applied for by 

]\Ii. lioji iag. 

74. Pa])ojs iLgudiiig Eliadraj Grant. 

75. Papers jegardiag Idalta C.)M,age estate (Mussoorie). 

7G. l)itto a plot of land applied for by Captain King 

(3.1 ii.ssooric). 

77. Papers regarding boundaries of Landour caiitonTnerit. 


Laudonr files 7^ to 03 . 


78. 

Papers rega 

rding Cdrildren’s Lodge estate. 

79. 

Ditto 

31 ul linger 

do. 

80. 

Ditto 

Edeiilell 

do. 

81. 

Ditto 

Irlazlewood 

do. 

82. 

Ditto 

Edge Hill 

do. 

83. 

Ditto 

Green Mount and Woodcroft estates. 

84. 

Ditto 

-Buffs Lodge estate. 

85. 

Ditto 

Glenaquoich do. 
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86. Correspondence relating to the firm of Messrs. French and Knight 

at Land our. 

87. Correspondence relating to the cutting of grass for public Ccattle 

at Landour. 

88. ]\rr. Aiiken’s estate. 

81). P,\|)?rs redaling to ]h)ckvi]le estate. 

DO. ♦ Ditto the transfer of Landour bazar with the police 

establishineiit to the ci\'il author?iies. 

91. Papers rel.iting to the L .n^heir Post Oihee. 

92. Miscellaneous correspoiide!h*e relating to Landour cantonment. 

98. iUDto ditto estates. 

M'ds^oorie files 94^ (o 120. 

94. Papers relating to Elbow Point and S;orin Hall estates. 

95. Ditto Mliner Cottage estate. 

96. Di'to Glcnronach do. 

97. Ditto Midstream do. 

98. Ditto *\Ldland do. 

99. DiLio St, Helen’s do. 

109. Ditto Caslilli(ni Lodge do. 

101. Ditto Hermitage do. 

102. Ditto ]\lr. Proby’s do. 

103. Ditto sales and trailshu’s of c.^tates. 

104. Ditto Covcriinient garden. 

105. Ditto suh‘divi:;ions of esta,l*:s. 

iOG. Ditto land attached to the. chureJi. 

107. Ditto tile huildiug of Itoin in O.itholic fdiurch. 

lOS. Ditto tlK‘ police chauki or thana. 

109. Dispute abont pathway l,o water and of>efHijg of road through the 

Iltia J lissar estate. 

110. Tlio Observidory on Penog Hill. 

111. Papers relating to land tenure.s at Mussoorie and the appointment 

of iVlr E. 0. Wfdls to ernjuirc into the same. 

112. Copie.s of the c )rre.sponde?ice of Mr. F. O. Wells regarding the 

Mussoorie settlcinenf (listed). 

113. Papers regarding the bouiid.iry of the Mussoorie sott'ement. 

114. Ditto survey of the Kunjanawar road. 

115. Ditto road between Simla and Mussoorie. 

116. Miscelhiiieou.s papers. 

117. Letters nu'eived by the Superintendent of the Dun from the 

.Mussoorie road committee and the local committee. 
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118. Letters issued by the Superinteadent of the Dun to the Mussoorie 
road committee and the local committee. 

119. Mussoorie bye-laws. 

120. CorrospoiideDCG rolati)i,^ to the local committee at Mussoorie. 

(h) Dcltvd Dun fifefi. 

The great majority of the copies of letters issued by the Superintendent 
of the Dun have lioeii cojiied out into rci^isters ; it has not bcAi possible 
to include such in the tiles. Accordingly the files are composed mainly 
of letters received : the corresponding lettiu-s ibsiied arc mct-stly to be 
found in the vaauoiis registers containing the copies of these letters. 
Some lei,tors whicli j)roperly belong to one or other of these tiles have 
probably been overlooked and so still remain in the ehronologicil series 
of letters rec,eived. Any document whieh oug’nt to exist, but is not to be 
found in its proper file, siiould lie looki'.d for a i.ong the records (dmt have 
been arr.iuged chi’onological ly. 

Tiio following table, in which t'li^ files are arranged alphabetically, 
shows the natina: of ea(;h file, the number ol the guard-book in whi(di it is 
to he found, and tlie number of t!io bdstx in which the guard-ho-ok is 
placed :— 

Dchm J)nn filati. 

giKod-book. bul)-iiea,d. 


JI 


1' 


(5 


7 


Ituly giiiird .. I Siilc of bodyguard lines 

.1 b'ldgo (vide roud^) , 

-1 >ll;ld]ligs • 

.. i Kroction oi a {lovorumeut bim- 
galow Ju’.iiK ar 
lirt.'c,ni)a of o ki twall iO. n'lir;i j 
I'ln'cfioii oi a tuliMl buiUiingut 
Kalsi (vido also church). 

Lend t.;.kori up for rcg'imculal 
JfutL at-Debra 


Canals III:d Avatcr- 
i:oUrEU3 


Gciuuiil corrcspondoiioc r( gard- 
iii', oanals mid \val,cruourses.| 
Dramago of tho Duu 


H 

9 

10 

11 


12 I Cliurch 

13 ! Coffee .. 


Kut-ta Pathar canal 
R.ijpur canal 
Kani I’okri waterooursc 
Watorc-oui-se from the Ijong 
river 

Water rent demanded from 
Hopctowii grantees for use of 
canal water. 

The Church of Dobra Dun 
Cultivation of oollee m Dehra 

Dun 


11 


11 
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Number ot 
guard-book. 

Number oi 
file. 

Main head. 

Sub-hoad. 

S Jri . 
^ O 

Q a ^ ^ 

^ e i: 

0 00 

-0 

( 

14 

Colony 

Jsaipur ^’hristiun colony 

3 

II ,.l 

15 

Dispute 

Dispute 1> t.vo 'll Nortlj-Westorn 





Bunk of ludiu and Govern- 

V 




n)ent over a sum of money 





embezzled. 


Til and IV .. 

IG 

Excise.. 

Excise 

J 

V, VI, and Vll 

17 

Forosta 

Correspondence relating to 





fim'sts and forc'st prodiioe 

j n and 




(vide al.so series XIIJ of letters 

. 12. 




isriuod). 

1 


18 

Clarbwal 

Correspondence relating to 


i 



G.irhw.il (vide also Series IV 


VIll .. 1 



of letters received unci series 


] 



XI of letters issued). ■ 



19 

Grunts 

General file reluting to grants 





of land. 

1 

( 

20 


Areadiu grant 

j 


'M 


Attic gr.cnt 


1 

22 


B adriwalla grant .. 


1 

2;-{ 


Ca]Ha.in Barnet’s grant 



24 


Mr. Bliol ''s grant in the Eas- 


TX \ 



tern Dun. 


1 

?5 


Chundrubansi grant 


1 

LiG 


Ganp:a bahevva ,, 


1 

27 


Hope town ,, 


\ 

28 


liinesphail , 

13 

1 

20 


Mr. Lindsay’s ,, 

! 

( 

.00 


Jjodbpnr „ 

1 

X .. 1 

;u 


l/ueyi grants 

[ 


32 


Navaila. grant 

! 

1 

33 


Grants lor religious purposes.. 

1 


34 


Mr. J. II. Smith’s grants 

1 

i 

r 

33 I 

Grazing tax 

Grazing tix m the Dun 

1 

1 

1' 

3G ! 

1:1 omp .. 

CGiitivation of hemp in tho Dun 

j 

XI .. ■{ 

37 

Juils 

Givi 1 jail 

i 

1 

38 1 


Criminal jail Management of — 

1 

1 

39 1 

j ” ^ 

,, Guards, etc., lor — 

1 

XJl .. 

40 

Juunsar Bawar 

Jaunsar Bawur {vid('. also build¬ 

1 




ings and series X of letters 

1 




issued). 




Muafis 

Vide grunts 


Xlll 

41 

Roads, bridges, and 

General correspondauco relat¬ 




[(urios. 

ing to loads, etc. 




’ 

Ra il'iir-lMussooi io road 


1 

1 

43 


Rniid thougb tho iSiwaliks .. 


XTV / 

44 

Rovouuc Suivey .. 

I'he Revenue Survey uf Delira, 


I 



Dun. 

1 18 

XV and XVI 

45 

Setllemeiit 

Corresjinndenee regarding tho 





various scUlcments of tlio 




j 

Dun (vid(3 also Jaunsar 





Bawar)* 


XVII 

40 

Tea 

Tea plantations in Dehra Dun 



47 

Trebton’s estate 

Mr. Trestou’s estate 


XVIll .. 1 

48 

Watermills 

Water milla in Dehra Dun .. 

/ 


* Mr. Rosa’s report., dated the 12th June, 1850, on the Bettloment o£ the Dun has not 
been included in the file as it exists in print. 
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Bocuments arranged chronologically. 

(a) LfJiers received—Series I. —Keveuue leUcrs received by the Collec¬ 
tor of Saharanpur, 1816 to 182-3, 1 volume. Tiiese are letters relating to 
Dclira Dim at the period during whicli Delira Dim was under the Collec¬ 
tor of SoJiaranpur. The oonlents of these letters are of similar nature 
to those receive.I by the ' 'olleetor of Gorakhpur duri.og the same period. 

Series II. —lIir>celhineous letters re-eivi-d by the Superintendent of 
Dehr i Dun from Oeloher, 1822 to April, 1857, 22 volumes. 

The following is the list of some of the more important subjects dealt 
with in tins series : — 

Abortion, cognizance of 
Ad vanoes to postmasters. 

Accounts, preparation of, examination of, discrepancies in adjust¬ 
ment of 

Allowance, travel ling, medicine, charitable 
Ap])li'‘at ions. 

Appointments. 

Appeals. 

B 

Balaii"/3, in treasury, discoatimiance of the quarterly report of 
uiiadjiisLed balaiicir-i, iiudlicienb balance. 

Buildi’igo public, annun.! repdrs ol, civil buildings, survey of 
BiMs, issue (d' 

ixarkandazos. 

Bonds, ex' cation of 

C 

Claims. 

Camels. 

(yompiaints 

Charge, giving and taking over, by officers. 

Colie ;iion, geologi -al 

Cases, in w!;ijh police officers were convict(3d, statement of civil 
and criminal, adjudged by the Sadr Diwani aud Nizamat 
Adawlat, reports of 

Children, murder of, for their ornaments, statement showing 
Chandi [rirg.in.'i. 

Coin, base. I'l'v icitors of, new copper coin, value of 
Carriage for iroops. 

Chaukidari institutious, improvement of 
Conliu^eiit \Al\s, ckarges. 

Crop reports. 

Crimes, 
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Competency of magistrates. 

Census, 

Compensations. 

D 

Disbursements. 

Drafts, duplicates of, negotiation of 

Dehra Dim, proposo.l of annexing to Kiimaun, want of efficient 
metlical attendance at 
Deaths, abstract statements of 

Deserters and defaulters, apprehension of, descriptive rolls of 
Depredations. 

Dispiuisciry, half-yearly return oT patients in 
Dofuinieuts, size of paper to he used for 
Deposits, unclaimed 
Demands. 

Da(‘.oities, rules to be observed in investigation of, suppression of 
Districts, miscellaneous informations required about 

E 

Establishments, books of 
Elephants, duty on 

(On the 13th of October, 1821, Mr. Moore, Magistrate of Saharanpur, 
when forwarding a petition to Mr. H. S. Oldfield, acting 
Seeretcry to the Board of Commissioners, FaiTukhabad, wrote:— 
“ A duty appears to have been exncted by former Coverumouts of 
25 per cent, upon every elephant caught and a share of the 
profits upon the sale was, I also understand, paid to the 
landholders as a compeu.sation for the use of tlio land in 
which the pits Avere sunk. This indeed seems to have been 
but reasonable, as the land could not, afterwards be fit for any 
other purpose. On the acquisition of the Dhooii the usual 
collections on the part of Government were made by the 
Araeeu deputed by Mr. Fraser, but were soon after discon¬ 
tinued by the directions of Mr. Calvert on the annexation 
of the valley to this district. As collections of thi.s des¬ 
cription are, I believe, made in other parts of the Company’s 
territories, the Board will probably conceive it right they 
should be re-established here, particularly when informed 
tbat tbe cultivation of some villages has been entirely 
abandoned and tbc land appropriated to this purpose. W ero 
the inhabitants of tho Dhoon themselves engaged in the traffic, 
I should be rather disinclined to offer a suggestion of this 
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kind, but the persons ^^^ngaging H are generally men of 
ccipitaJ from the plains who merely employ the villagers as 
labourers... ) 

Estimates. 

F 

Ferries, public, osLablishment of 

Forms. 

Flax. 

Fund, patriotic, siib.scribers to 

Forest products, temporary leases for the collection of 

O 

Gazette, Calcutta. (On 1 he IGth of October, 1832, it was ordered 
that the Calcutta Gazette shall from the 1st proximo be 
the official organ for all notices of appointments, removals, 
halves of absence). 

Guards, to take charge of treasure. 

Grain, price of, protection of 

H 

Hemp, f'liltivation of 

House, (breuit 

T 

Tndigo-plantera, excesses committed by 

Ind ents, 

Tiiquiries. 

Instruments. 


Jail, delivery, accommodation, hospital, visited by Sessions Judges, 
reports on the state of 

Jama, alterations in, Jamawasilbaki, preparation of 
Justice, criminal, annual report on the administration of 


Kistbandi. 


Lands, purchase of, held by Europeans, sale of, for arrears of 
revenue, land held under fictitious names. 

Leave of absence. 

Loan, Government, receipt of subscriptions to 
Liquor, illicit manufacture and smuggling of 
Leases, sale of 
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M 

Money, despatch of, giving of, custody of public 
Mahals, sundry, appertaining to the Dun, list of 
Marauders, gangs of 
Mussoorie, visited by Rajas. 

Maps, of thanas and tahsils. 

N 

Notes, of the Bank of Bengal, new 
Nuisances. 

O 

Oaths, administration of 

Operaiions, military, against the Burmese, facilities to be given for 
the successful carrying on of 
Orphan Press, Agra. 

Petitions. 

Prisoners, housing of, monthly returns of, in jail, diet allowance to 
Pensioners, death of, certificates of change of residence granted to 
Pensions, gratuitous, statement of, pensions to widows of European 
soldiers. 

Police, chaukis, establishment, village police, romunera,tion to, in¬ 
terference with 
Persons, insane 
Payment, certificates of 
Pice, of native coinage. 

Property, lawaris, disposal of 
Passes, inuafi, grant of 
Perwannahs rahdari. grant of 
Post Office, building of 

Postage, of letters, stamps, monthly return of 
Passports for Rajas proceeding to Hardwar. 

Porters. 

Penalties. 

Paper. Government, oil 
Prices, current. 

R 

Resolutions of the Governor General in Council, extracts from 
Remission of Government revenue on account of damage done by 
a landslip. 

Regulations, list of 
Reports, annual 

Relief, gratuitous, to the sick and destitute. 

25 
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Receipts. 

Remittances, invoice of 
Roads, repairs of 

Rewards, for services rendered to the police. 

Rupees, Bareilly, old Farrukhabad, Delhi, Najibabad, Company's, 
Jinswar, short-weight and uncurrent. 

Returns. 

Robbers, arrest of 
Refunds. 

Route Book. 

S 

Subjc(;t8, British, residing in the Lower Provinces, list of, applica¬ 
tions made by the British subjects for licences to reside in the 
interior of the country. 

Subscriptions. 

Salary bills. 

Suits, summary 
Summonses. 

Servants, Government, charges of bribery and corruption against 
Securities, periodical revision of, interest upon Government 
Survey, report. 

Salt, import of, smuggling of 
Stationery, 

Scarcity. 

Surgeons affording medical aid to troops. 

Supplies. 

Settlements. 

T 

Thannas. 

Thefts. 

Takkavi advances. 

Transport, means of 
Tolls. 

Treasury, account, drawing of bills upon 

Treasure, invoice of 

Thugs. 

Tenures, makadami 
Tenants, occupancy 
Tents. 

Tanks. 



Vouchers. 
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V 


W 

Weather reports. 

Well establishment. 

Wills. 

Witnesses, form to be observed in summoning officers of salt 
chaukis as 

Series ///.—Letters received from the Commissioner from 1840 
to 1857, 7 volumes. There is a break in this series between January, 
1846 and November, 1847* Prior to 1840, letters received by the Super¬ 
intendent of the Dun from the Commissioner have been classed in series 
II. The letters received from the Commissioner during the year 1846 
and the early part of the year 1847 seem to have been destroyed. 

The general nature of these is set forth in the descriptive account 
of the similar series in the record-room of the Collector of Oorakhpur. 

Series 7F. —Copies of political letters received between 1831 and 
1839, 1 volume. The originals of these letters are in the record-room 
of the Commissioner of Kumaun. They were probably sent there in 
1843 when the Commissioner assumed charge of the affairs relating to 
the Rnja of Garhwal, copies being taken for the office of the Superintend¬ 
ent of the Dun. Thete records arc described in the account of the 
Kumaun records; 

Series V. -Circulars received from the Accountant, 1837—50, 1 
voice me. Tnese circulars are described in the chapter dealing with the 
Qhazipiir records. 

(h) Lettei^e issued^—Series /.—Revenue letters issued by the Collector 
ofSahaianpur from March, 1816 to February, 1823, 1 volume. Tho 
general nature of these letters may be known from the description of tho 
similar series in the office of the Collector of Gorakhpur; 

Series IL —Judicial letters issued from F'obruary, 1823 to 1825, 
2 volumes. These are similar to the letters of the same period issued 
by the Magistrate of Mirzapiir. 

Series ///.-—Miscellaneous (General) letters issued from 1823 to 
1837, 8 volumes. There are breaks in this series between ;Septem- 
ber, 1824 and April, 1825, and for the year 1827. The contents of this 
series are similar to those of the Mirzapur series ol Miscellaneous letters 
issued. 

Series /P.—Revenue letters issued from 1837 to 1844 and 1847 to 
1855, 8 volumes. These are similar to those issued by the Collector 
of Gorakhpur, 
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Series V .—Judicial letters issm^d from January, 1837 to October, 
1844, and from February, 1847 to March, 1856, 5 volumes. 

Series F/.—Jjetters issued to the Connnissioner |rom January, 1848 
to March, 1856, 5 volumes. 

Series VII .— Letters issued regarding treasury matters and monetary 
transactions from January, 1847 to April, 1863, 3 volumes. 

Series VITT .—Miscellaneous letters issued from January, 1833 to 
March, 1856. 3 volumes. 

Series /X.—Miscellaneous letters issued between 1844 and 1846, 
1 volume. These are loose office copies which have been placed in 
guard-book. They give a full text of many hitters which appear only 
as abstracts in the register of letters issued. 

The nature of tills series and of the previous ones may be gathered 
from the desci'iption of the records at (lorakhpur in the case of revenue 
letters and at 31irzapur in the case; of judicial letters. 

Series X .— Letters issued regarding Jaunsar B iwar from 1822 to 
1829, 1 vfilume.—The pargaiias of Jaunsar Hawar form the northern par- 
gana.s of tlui district and include all the Himalayan tnict of the distiict 
except the Mussoorie ridge. In common with other hiil tracts, Jauiisar 
Bawar has been admiiiisttn’ed on peculiar liiu s. The iaiid tenures in 
the parganas are peculiar. The khat is the adininistralive revenue 
unit ; this i.y an aggregalion of villages each with its own proprietary 
body presided over by a headman or village sayana. Each village has 
its own sayana, who is subject to the chi*jf or sadr sayana who deals 
with the (jovernmi'iit in transactions relating to the khat. Most of the 
zamindars ciiltiv.ib* their own land ard there are comparatively few 
tenants. There is much forest in this tract. Jaunsar Bawar formerly 
belonged to the Sirmur Baja. The (Jurkhas captured it from him and 
after their defeat it was annexed by the ikitish. The first settlement 
was made by Captain Birch for tlui two ytuir.s 1815-16 and 1817-18, the 
total (leniand being about Ks. 18,000. 

'W'A'. following extract from a k'ttcr written in 1824 to the Agent to 
the Governor GiUieral at Delhi gives a good idea of the condition of the 
count ry :— 

“A happy state of tranquillity continues to exist in the district of 
Jaunsar and Bawar. Only two crimes of a serious nature have been 
exhibited during the last six months. The first was a case of theft which, 
being clearly proved, the prisoner received 30 lashes and was released 
ou dilivering up the whole of the stolen property. The second was a 
ease in which all the inhabitants of two neighbouring villages were 
engaged, they assembled to celebnite a festival and, as is frequent on 
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similar occasions, the greater number of the assembly became intoxi¬ 
cated. Without any previous dispute or enmity appearing to have existed, 
a drunken affray took place in which several men were wounded and 
one man unfortunately lost his life. On the circumstanc-es being reported 
to me, all parties concerned were summoned and a strict lavc.-tigation 
entered inio. Ihere was no accuser or complainant, and all parties 
seemed equally to blame. The individual who was seen to strike the 
deceasfd was sentenced to three months’ confinement and the two villages 
fined Ids. 20 each on account, of Government. Thirty trifling civil suits 
wore investigated, generally logarding boundary marks or petty debts, 
which were settled, by arbitration and registered on the books of the 
Dewan’s office at Katni. On the whole, 1 am of opinion that the system 
of police at present, established is well adapted to the country and circum¬ 
stances of the people and fully adequate to the maintenance of order. 
Tlie power of the police is vested in the sa^/auas or headman of villages 
at the trifling expense to Government of 5 per cent, on the collection, 
and, during the last six months, I have not known an instance of its 
abuse, nor has the assisUincc of Government been called for or an armed 
•man i)ten employed on any occasion in the interior, Kegarding the revenue 
of the country I am happy lo slate, for the information of Government, that 
the collections have hitherto been punctually paid into the treasury agree¬ 
ably to settleineut without the employment of a single revenue officer on 
account of Government in the interior or without causing distress to any of 
the inhabitants and I have every riia^on to hope that by the 3 Ist of October, 
which closes the settlemeal made by me lor the years 1S21-22, 22-23, 
and 23-24, the whole will have been paid in and no balance remain 
due to Government. I am also happy to have it in my power to report 
favourably on the flourishing state of the districts generally and the 
improvement which has evidently and acknowledgedly taken place 
in the condition of the inhabitants during the operation of the late mild 
assessment.” 

Mr. A. Koss drew up a code of laws based on local customs and tradi¬ 
tion, m accordance with which the local panchayats administered justice 
by themselves. 

The settlements of the land revenue were usually triennial and in Octo¬ 
ber, 1823, Major F. Young wrote : “ In five or six days was the triennial 
settlement with Jaunsar Bawar concluded which, as far as I could 
possibly haye expected, appears to give general satisfaction.” 

The present series does not contain by any means all the corre¬ 
spondence relating to Jaunsar Bawar. Most of the more important 
letters have been made up i^to file no. 40, The letters in the present 
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ISeries relate largely to contingent bills, accounts, abstracts of salaries, 
and stipends. 

There is some correspondence regarding the construction of roads. 

Serif'S VL —Political letters issued from 1829 to 1842, 1 volume. 
This series contains some interesting correspondence regarding slaves 
in Garhwal and Kumaun. On the 10th of December 1885, Young wrote 
to Sir C. F. Metcalfe : “ The custom of permitting Brahmins to purchase 
Dorns for the cultivation of their lands, if it be permitted by Govern¬ 
ment, is liable to gross abuse, as the proceeding, which I have the honour 
to transmit, proves that prostitutes are also upheld in the purchase of 
females for the vilest purposes. ” 

In consequence of this letter, the Government, in January, 1836, pro¬ 
hibited the traflSc in slaves for purposes of cultivating the soil 

The majority of the letters of this series relate to the Raja of Garh- 
wal, his claim to resume certain villages and service jagirs within his 
territory, disputes between his relations, offers to help the English with 
men and money, his claims to the proprietary right of the Dun and the 
taluk of Chandi and the disputes between him and the zamindars of 
Riiwain, frauds practised on the Raja’s Rani and the transfer of jungle 
lands to the Raja. 

There are numbers of documents dealing with Gobind Bisht, whose 
jagir was resumed on account of insubordination. 

There is some correspondence regarding protected hill states, their 
population, revenue, and contributions to the Government treasury. 

The records contain a map showing the boundaries of the independent 
states. 

Other subjects dealt with in this series are appointments, complaints, 
revenue collections, forest dues, investigations, list of jagirdars, jama- 
bandi estimates, revenue kists, leave of officers, leases of land, cases of 
murder, lists of muafidars, nazarana, cultivation of opium in the hilb, 
oppression committed by the servants of Englishmen on the zamindars 
of pargaaa Jaunpur and Ruwain, petitions, recovery of stolen property, 
presents sent by Rajas, the revenue settlement of Ruwain, assumption 
of the title of Rai, sanads, muafidars of Sugniawa, and attachment of 
villages. 

Series XII .—Letters issued relating to the execution of decrees and 
estates of deceased persons, 1840 to 1842, 1847 and 1852, 3 volumes. The 
title of this series speaks for itself. A number of the documents relate 
to Europeans. 

Series A IF.—Letters issued to the Postmaster General and to varioua 
Postmasters, 1847 to 1856, 1 volume. 
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Dehra Dun was tfce only district in which such correi^pondencc has 
been filed separately. 

The greater part of these letters are of a trivial and unimportant 
nature, relating to drafts, accounts, demands, advances, certificates, con¬ 
tingent bills, complaints against postal clerks, petitions, remittances, 
daks, d^k runners, stamps, etc. 

The only papers of any importance in the file are the lists of post 
olhces in Dehra Dun, the sketch showing roads by which police reports 
were conveyed from the chaukis subordinate to the Dehra kotwali and 
tahsil, the statement showing the time of transit of each d&k, and the 
corespondence regarding the establishment of dak between Dehra and 
Kbalsi. 

On the 14th July, 1855, the Superintendent of Dehra Dun wrote to 
the Postmaster-General at Naini Tal: “ 1 have no means of ascertaining 
the number of letters which the inhabitants of Khalsi may send to Dehra ; 
the weekly police report and the fortnightly report of revenue collections, as 
also all special reports on cases or information called for by my office 
connected with the hill parganas are sent by ebaprasis to and from Debra 
and Khalsi. On these occasions the merchants and others in Khalsi take 
the opportunity of sending in their letters, but no count is kept of them, 
and they sometimes send their letters by acquaintances going into Dehra. 
The hill parganas pay Government Rs. ly,000 per annum of land revenue, 
which is chiefly raised by sale of produce in Khalsi, and I think it desir¬ 
able that the isolation of that place should bo removed, if possible, even 
should the postal returns not cover the expense of the harkaras’ 
salaries. There are about 500 inhabitants in Khalsi. I do not, however, 
see the necessity of having the regular number of harkaras (two for 
every six or eight hos), I would suggest employing as an experi¬ 
ment two men only, one being stationed at Dehra and the other at 
Khalsi : they might start from these points the same morning and meet 
at Salieuspur, exchange wallets and return the next day. By this means 
the post would leave every second day, the trip for each harkara would 
be 12 kos and if difficulty was found in accomplishing this, it would be 
better to despatch the wallet every fourth day than to increase the num¬ 
ber of peons.” 

Series XV ,—Letters issued by the Assistant Political Agent and 
Joint Magistrate, 1840 to 1842, 1 volume. The letters of this series 
arc not of great value. Much of the correspondence deals with the 
complaints of Europeans against their bearers, syces, dhobis, and 
other servants, or against carpenters, butchers, etc., and the punishrrient 
of these people, the payment of fines, execution of decrees, rewards for 
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recovering stolen property, cattle trespass, the cutting of wood, and 
summoning of witnesses, 

Seriefi XVI. —Letters issued to the Commissioners of the Mussoorie 
Settlement, 1846-56, 1 volume. On the 23rd of October, 1843, A. Ross, 
the Superintendent of Dehra, wrote to J. H. Batten, Commissioner of 
Kumaun : “ The income of the Mussoorie municipal or local committee 
constituted under Act X of 1842. is derived from two sources, viz,, their 
share of the reub of the lands assigned as sites of houses and the 
assessment under the above Act on the actual or estimated rental of 
the houses of the station. 

The revenue derived from the former sources is of trifling amount 
and is not capable of any considerable increase. The land included 
within the boundaries of the stations of Mussoorie and Lamlour at the 
time of their settlement by Mr. Wells, Special Commissioner, is the 
property either of the Kaja of Garhwal or of various zarnindars, subjects 
of the British Government. All tin; a 11 (•tied lands included within the 
united stations of Mussoorie and Laiidour were asses.sed at the period of 
the settlement with a certain amount of land rent, of which by ilio special 
provisions of the settlement two-thirds are paid annually to the original 
proprietors of the soil, while the remaining one-third is reserved as the 
Government share in return f n- the trouble and risk of collection and 
has been assigned by Government to the municipal committee to be 
applied to the improvement of the station ro?ids, etc. 

The whole amount of ground rent is collcc.tcd annually after the 1st 
of May in ench year by the municipal committee, who pay the two- 
third as share through the Superintendent of the Dun lo the zamindars 
and Raja, reserving their own or one-third share. 

The unappropriated land included within the station is also under the 
management of the committee by w hom it is allotted as applied for in 
suitable lots, each lot, on application being made for it, is put up to 
auction subject to a ground rent of 2 annas a bigha and allotted tj the 
highest bidder. 

The Mussoorie bye-laws in which are included the detailed rules for 
the assessment of houses are contained in the Agra Goveminmt Gazette 
of the 3rd-October, 1843, page 404, to which I beg to refer you for full 
information ob the subject.” 

The chief subjects dealt with in this series are collection of ground 
rents and the annual receipts of the Mussoorie municipality, the ahkari 
tax and its collection, agreements, settlement of the boundaries of 
Landour and Mussoorie, registration and certificates of transfers of 
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fefitates, reconstruction of the Mussoorie local committee, drug tax, 
boundaries, registration, purchase, mortgage, survey, location of estates, 
disputes about land, grants of unoccupied and waste lands, a map of 
the church land ai Mussoorie, assignment of land for an observatory, 
building for a police station at Mussoorie, boundary pillars, register of 
rainfall, construction of roads, and management of the sanitarium. 

The more important letters dealing with the settlement have been 
made up into files which have already been described, 

V.—Table showing the contents of the bastas. 


Number of 
basta. 


Contents. 


(One volume of letters received, Series 

1 

... 1816 to 1823, 

Six volumes ,, ,, ,, 

1 

II 

... October, 1822 


to December, 

1 

i 


1833. 

2 Seven ,, j, ,, ,» 

II , 

January, 1834 
to March, 

1839. 

3 

II 

r.. April, 1839 
to J une, 

1853. 




f Two 


One volume 


IT wo volumes ,, ,, ,, 

5 Five „ „ ,, ,, 

r One volume of letters issued, Series 
6.5 Two volumes „ 

Eight „ 


0 


, f Five 


1 


II 


IV 

V 
III 

III 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 
VI 


Three volumes of letters issued, SericvS VII 

.. .. VIII 

One volume ,, „ „ IX 

X 

2U 


July, I85e3 
to April, 

1857. 

1831 to 1839. 
1837 1850. 


1840 

1847 

1816 

1823 

1823 

1837 

1837 

1848 
1847 
1839 
1844 
1822 


1845. 

1857. 

1823. 

1825 

1837. 

1856. 

1856. 

1856. 

1863 

1856. 

1856. 
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fOiio volume of letters issued, Series XI ... 1829 to ]842. 
Three volumes ,, ,, „ XII ... 1840 ,, 1855. 

One volume „ „ „ XIII ... 1840 „ 1850. 

,, „ „ „ „ XIV ... 1847 „ 1856. 

10^ „ ,, „ „ „ XV ... 1840 „ 1842. 

„ „ „ „ ., XVI ... 1846 „ 1856. 

„ „ records relating to the Mutiny, 1857 and 1858. 

„ index volume of letters issued from May, 1845 to June, 
1846. 

11 Six volumes containing Dehra Dun files nos. 1 to 17 (parts 

I and II) 

12 Six volumes containing Dehra Dun files nos. 17 (part III) 

to 40. 

18 Six volumes containing Dehr.i Dun files nos. 41 to 48. 

f Five volumes containing Mnssoorie (including Kajpiir) 
files. 

^ One volume containing Rajpur files. 

(Four volumes of Laudour files. 

j One register of Mussoorie and Landour estates. 

15 ^ Lists of files; estates, correspondence, ete., relating t o 
J Mussoorie, Rajpur, and Landour prepared by Mr. E. A. JI. 

Ashworth. 

16 Seven volumes of (Uwev'iovient of Agr% Gazette of tlte years 

1842, 1843,1844, 1846, 1847, 1849, and 1850 (June to 
Decembei). 

17 Six volumes of Government of Agra Gazette lor the years 

1851, 1852, 1853, 1854, 1856, and 1857. 



CHAPTER XII. 

PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE 
COMMISSIONER OF THE ROHILKHAND DIVISION. 

The oorilents of all the record-rooms ia the Rohilkhand division 
were destroyed in the Mutiny. 

The four guard-hooks containing pre-Mutiny records wliich are now 
ill the Commissioner’s record-room contain customs correspondence of 
the Board of Commissioners and’ Board of Revenue with the Collectors 
of Government customs at Bareilly and Moradabad and revenue corre- 
sponden e with the Collector of Bareilly, 

Tiiese records were left at Agra when the headquarters of the 
Board of Revenue were transferied from Agra to Allahabad and were 
sent to Bareilly when the record-room of the Commissioner of Agra 
was ajTaiiged in 1904 iind 1910. 

Most oj‘ these recor^ls have been listed in Dewlmrsb’s Lists of the 
Pre-Muiiny Records in the office of the Commissioner of the Agra 
division. These lists are both incomplete and imperfect. The docu¬ 
ments of the years 1828, 1825, 1828, and 1829 listed as Bareilly records 
appertain lo other districts. 

The only revenue records of the Bareilly district that exist are three 
letters of the year 1826 felatiiig to a bungal-ow at Bareilly for the court 
house of the joint magistrate and sub-col lector of Pilibhit, who at that 
time used to reside at Bareilly from April to October. These letters 
are at the end of the third volume of the records of the Bareilly 
custom-house. 

TOe Bareilly custom-house was abolished by Regulation IX of 
J810, but was re-established in 1812, and a few records of this year have 
been preservi'd. As will be seen from the printed list, these customs 
records are noo of much value. There are, however, a few interesting 
documents among them, notably a letter, dated the 28th October, 1819, 
fi'om Mr. Sterling, Collector of Government Customs, Bareilly, to the 
Board r)f Commissioners, which throws a lurid light on the disiionesty of 
the subordinate custom-house officials of that time. 

The Moradabad customs records cover the period 1812 to 1821, 
and have all been pasted in one guard-book. They are of no im¬ 
portance ; as there was no regular custom-house at Moradabad they 
relate only to the levy of town duties and to confiscation of salt. 

In addition to the above-mentioned records there are in the Com¬ 
missioners record-room some copies of pre-Miitiny documents scattered 
a!>out in various files. There ia also a copy of the geiural register of 
correspondence of 1857. 



CHAPTER XIIL 


PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE 
MAGISTRATE AND COLLECTOR, BAREILLY. 

Thorc are no original records in the offife. 

There are, however, copies of four old pargana books obtained in 1850 
from the Surveyor Geaeral’s office st Cahmtta. 

These volumes are in a good state of preservation. Their contents 
are as follows : — 

No. 1. “ Piirgunah Roodurpiir, district 

Copied from the originals in the Bareilly, surveyed by Lieutenant 

Revenue Surveyor-Gencrar.s D. C. Vanrenen, Revenue Survey- 

office, Calcutta, 10th November, or, 1848 to 1851.” 

1859. “ Purgunahs Richah and part of Na- 

No. 2. nuckmutha, district Bareilly, 

Copied from the originals in the surveyed by Lieutenant D. C, 
Revenue Surveyor-General’s Vanrenen, Revenue Surveyor, 

office, Calcutta, 15th October, 1849 to 1850.'' 

1859. “ Purgunahs Guddurpoor, Kil- 

No. 5. pooree, and part of Nanuck- 

Copied from the originals in the miitha, district Bareilly, surveyed 

Revenue Surveyor-General's by Lieutenant D. C. Vanrenen, 

office, Calcutta, 20th December Revenue Surveyor, 1849 to 

LS59. 1851." 

No. 0. “ Purgunalis Billieri, Pilibhit, and 

Copied from the originals in the dahanabad, district Bareilly, 

Revenue Surveyor-General’s surveyed by Lieutenants F. J. 

office, Calcutta, 25th January, Burgess and D. C- Vanrenen, Re- 

1860. venue Surveyor, 1851 to 1852.”, 

Sonie of the above parganas cow form'part of the Naini Tal or 

Pilibhit districtsj 

Copies of ])re-Mutiny documents exist in various files. 



CHAPTEE XVI 


PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD-ROOM OF THE 
COMMISSIONER OF THE AGRA DIVISION 

I.— Origin of the division and itii history. 

II.—General nature of the records. 

III.—Classification of the records. 

IV.—Descriptive account of the records, 

V. —Table showing the contents of the bastas. 

N.B —These records include those of the Farrukhabad and Etawah district.^, which 
have recently been transterred to the Allahabad division. 

The Cuiiunissioner’s records appertaining to tlie Aligarh district are 
at present in the record-room of the Commissioner of Meerut as 
Aligarh was in the Meerut division when the records were arraiigej 
in 1911. 

I.—Origin of the division and its history. 

When (aunmissioners of Kevenne and Circuit wue appointed 
in 1821), tlui headquarters of the Conomissioner of the 2nd or Agra 
division, which IncliKhul tl'.e districts of Agra, Aligarh, and Saidahad, were 
at Agra. 

There was also a Commissioner of Kevenue and Circuit for the 3rd 
or Farrukbahad division with hea(l(]uarlers at Farrukliabad. This 
division included the Fairiikbabad, Mainpuri, Sirpiira, and Etawah 
districts. 

Early in 1838, coiisoqneiit on Commissioners being relieved of 
judicial duties, the 2ud and 3rd divisions w^ere amalgamated into one 
with headquarters at Agra. Since that time there have been several 
(changes in the division. For some years the Aligarh district was placed 
under the Commissioner of the Meerut division. This has now been 
restored to the Agra division, but Farrukhabad and Etawah have been 
transferred to the Allahabad division. 

II.—General nature of the records. 

The records in the office of the Commissioner are voluminous and 
of considerable interest. They include a large number of customs 
records. Indeed the customs records in this record-room are more 
jiurnerous than those in any other office in the province. 

The revenue correspondence suflSces to give a fairly complete outline 
of the revenue history of the division, and in fact of the province 
generally. 



OHAFTtSB XIV. 


PBE-MVTINY BECOBM IN THE BECOED-BOOM OF THE 
MAQISTB&TE AND COLLECTOB, BUNOB 

The only original document appertaining to the period before the 
Mutiny that exists in this record-room is the Revenue Administration 
Report for the 3 ’ear 1855-56 of the Bijnor district. 



CHAPTER XV. 


PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD-ROOM OP THE 
MAGISTRATE AND COLLECTOR, MOBADABAD. 

Although all the original English pro-Mutiny records were destroyed 
in the Mutiny, a considerable number of vernacular records (chiefly 
khasras and maps of the year 1835) have been preserved owing, it is said, 
to the fact that the kanungos carried them away to their houses 
during the disturbances at Moradabad in 1857. 
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As the Commissioner waa also the Superintendent of Police, the judi¬ 
cial records include the annual police reports for the division which set 
forth in considerable detail the history of crime, state of the roads, and 
other judicial matters. 

The political records are somewhat scanty. They relate chiefly to 
the affairs of the Nawab of Farrukhabad. It may be mentioned that the 
Agent to the Goveruoj* General was not invariably the Commissioner of 
the division —the office was sometimes held by the Judge of Farrukhabad. 

Although the office of Commissioner was constituted only from 1829, 
the records in this office date from a much earlier period. When the 
Commissioners of 1 revenue and Circuit were constituted, the Board of 
Revenue appears to have handed over to each Commissioner much of the 
correspondence relating to his division, retaining themselves the proceed¬ 
ings which embody most of the (iorrespondeucc. This distribution of 
correspondence was, however, not made very thoroughly. The headquar¬ 
ters of the Board of Revenue were formerly at Agra, and when these were 
changed to Allahabad much of the Board’s correspondence appears to 
have been left with the Commissioner of Agra, and this explains the 
existence of some records in the office of the CummissioLuu' of Agra which 
do not appertain to th(^ division. 

Ill,—Classification of the records. 

The records have been cla.s.siHed under two main heads — 

(1) Customs, (11) IR'veune, Judicial, and I’olilicaJ. 

(I) The cuafoms recoi'ds — 

(a) IR'Cords of a general nature — 

(1) Customs circulars received by the Comtuissioncr, 1 volume. 

(2) Letters received by the Commissioner, 1 volume. 

(3) Letters issued by the Commistioiier, 1 volume. 

(b) Agra Custovi House — 

(1) Letters received by the Board or Commissioner from 1808 to 

57, 12 volumes. 

(2) Letters issued by the Board of Revenue or Commissioner 

from IS 19 to 1857, 8 volumes. 

(c) Farrukhabad Custom House —The Letters issued and received 
from 1810 to 1852 have been bound up in one series consisting of 
9 volumes, 

(d) Ilodal Custom Houst — 

(1) Letters received from the officer in charge, 1835 to 1857, 4 

volumes. 

(2) Letters issued to the officer iu charge, 1835-36, 1 volume, 
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(t) Etaivah Custom House — Letters issued and received, 1810 
to 1829, one volume. 

(II) Revenue, judical and political records— 

These have been divided into (1) records of a general nature relat¬ 
ing to the whole division, (2) records relating exclusively to particular 
districts in the division. 


(1) Records of a general nature. 

1 . Revenue. 


(a) Correspondence with Government— 

(i) Letters received 

(ii) ,, issued 

(h) Correspondence with Board of Revenue— 

(i) Letters received 

(ii) „ issued 

(c) Miscellaneous correspondence— 

(i) Letters received 
(ii) „ issued 

(d) Revenue circulars— 

(i) Received 

(ii) Issued 

2 . Judicialt 


I 1 volume. 
I 1 volume. 

j" 1 volume. 

3 volumes 
1 volume. 


(tt) Correspondence with Government— 

(i) Letters received ... 

(ii) ,, issued 

(iii) Circulars received... 

(b) Corrcspondoiice with the Naziniat Adawlat— 

(i) Letters received ... 

(ii) ,, issued 

(iii) Circulars received . ... 

(c) Miscellaneous correspondence — 

(i) Letters received ... 

(ii) ,, issued 

3. Political. 


... 3 volumes. 

... 2 

... 4 „ 

... 1 volume 

... 3 volumes, 

o 


11 volume. 


Letters received by the Agent to the Governor General, 3 volumes. 

,, relating to the Nawab of Farrukhabad, 1810 to 1820, 1 volume. 

(2) Records relat ing exclusively to particular districts. 

(a) The Agra district — 

Series I —Revenue letters received by the Board of Revenue or the 
Commissioner, 1807 to 18.57. This consists of two bastas of 
unbound papers prior to 1829 and 15 guard-books. 

27 
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Striea II —Rovenue letters issued by the Board of Revenue or the 
Commissioner, 1807 to 1857. This series consists of 1 basta 
of unbound pupers piior to year and 3 guard-books. 

iSeries III — Jud eial lellers received by the Board of Revenue or 
("oniiniasioiier, IS'iil to 1^57, 20 volumes. 

Series IV —Judicial KUers issued by the Board of Revenue or the 
Couiniissioner, 1822 to 1857^ 8 voliiauis. 

Series V —CoiTespondemco relating to the Taj buildings and estab¬ 
lishment, 1 volume. 

Series VI~C oiu'cspoudenee between the CoiuMissione.r and the 
LocaiJ Agents a])poiiited under b’egulation Xl.'v of 1 SiO and 
the Road and Ferry Fund Committees, G volumes. 

Series F7/—Corisispondence relating to the tort at Agra, 1 
volume. 

Series F///— (Jone-pondenec regarding the gardens and buildings 
at Siha,ndi'a, 1 volume. 

/bV^’ic's 7uY--CarrLSpondeiice Jclating to the Cotton Farm at Agiai, 
1 volume. 

Series X — (Jorresjjondeuce relai iug to the il.imad-ud-dau!a,, 1 volume. 

Series XI —(lorreNpoud) nee lalaiing to tlie eudowmem and kiiadiuis 
ot the hbitehj.'ur Hikih Durguh, i volume. 

(h) The jMiUira district —• 

(1) (/orresj)oiiden(a' of Mr. Boidderson on (]<‘|)ut;;tion in 1815. 

(2) CoiT poiidm.iee oi' liie (.Ville'-tor v)!’Sai IrJneb 1824 Ic IcSdl. 

(The ah'tve coin'. S|(.nidemv^ is lied u]> luM weim ble hoards in liestas.) 

(3 ) ( h-rro-]>i)iidei)ee V ilh the .M.■ .gi.rt.rale and tbaU cLor of Muttra 
from 1832 to ]8b7. 

Scries I —LcLIli'.. isiiUfd to tb.e Magistrate, ! 8.32 — 57, ] volume. 

Scrlts If —J^iitejs received fr»-m rlie alagisLinue, 1832—57, 9 
V(d cm 

Sec'ics ! * I — B'- tl.ers :-s-Ui_d *o llie (' dlectm’, j833-a;, I volume. 

Ser([.s JV —!.ea.‘- rs la-cmvnd ir(»m ttie Colle/8n..r, 1833 — 57, 10 

VS;!i:ii:OS. 

[c) The lilii.'ciih district — 

(■x) T!,X‘>ril.<ot lJic dd JC(::r-h — Tiie, c are tied 

u}> in 'lie I’Mjtj'ds and ['l.ea-d iu a sing tt bastii. 

( b) The '! ccs.,‘ds of E-(iicdh sul^di c'uuuii, i.8-t4—37 — 

Scries I —Bi;ve;.!ie letter.^ I’eceived, B'VbVbG, 2 volumes. 

Series II —Bevenue lettei'.; issued, 18 24—3G, 1 volume. 

Series Judi'ial letters rvceivtal. 1830 lo 183G, 1 volume. 

SeriLS ./F—Judicial letters issued, 182‘0 to 1836, 1 vi/inme. 
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(cj The records of the Beln siih-div/sion, 1S24* to 1837 — 

Srrds /—Ucvon lie let ters re:‘eivetl, to 1837, 3 volumes. 
Series 11 —lleveiiiic letters issiuvl, 1823-37, 1 vohioie. 
tdcrics Ilf —Judiciiif letter^ re-Lived, .l(S;jO —3d, 1 vodimo. 

Sericr Irtters issued, 1830 — 33, 1 volume. 

(d) The E a (Villi district, 1837 to .1857 — 

Seriss / — ilevemie letters iH-uived, ](S3o to 1857, 15 volumes. 

• Series II —UeveiiiK- letters issued, 1(S37 to 1857, 2 volum-'s. 

Senes //T—Ilevoam'. stals'meuts, 4 volumes. 

Scries IV —Judicial letters reerdvod, Id volumes. 

Sen.e-s F-—Judicial letters issued, 2 volumes. 

(e) I he Utah, district — 

Series I —Revenue corre ;poiideuee of Mr. (lalverton doputation 
at Kasgeaij, 1811 and 1815, 1 volume. 

Scries 11 — Kvwiwrc corresp tudeuce of Si^’p’.ira siiomo] lectorate, 
182d to Rdlo, 2 volumes. 

Series III —Rev(uiue and judicial correspoiidonee of the .Patiali 
sub-(;ollectorate and j 'iut iuagi.stre.,cy, RSld to 1852, 1 
vo! innce 

Series IV —R(‘v^enue and judicial eorrespondcucG of tae Ktah 
sub-(j(.)lle.8.orate and joint magistruey, 1832—57, 4 
volumes. 

(f) The Af(I Iihpnri d, 1 strict — 

Scries [ —Rfveiiu.^ betters rf'ceived, 1824 to 1857, 10 volumes. 
Scries IT —Revenue Utters issmsi, 182-1 to 1850. 2 volumes. 
Scries III — rJudicial h'tters rocidvi'cl, 1820 to 1857, 14 volumes. 
Series 7 R—Judicial lel.Uu-s Rsued, 1820 to 1857, 3 volumes. 

(g) The Furrukhuhiul district.— 

Serir,s T —Revenue letters issmal and received 1800 to 1(857, 21 
volumes. 

Series II —Tudiciai letters issued and received, 1820 to 1857, 7 
volumes. 

IV.— Descriptive account of the records. 

(1) CU.STOWS RECORDS. 

Farrulhabad Custom House —Nine volumes. The first letter is dated 
the 3rd July, 1810, and the last dated the 4t,li Ju’y, 1852. T **ere are 
2inmerou.s breaks in the scries. There is no correspondence of the years 
1811,1825,1820,1810. Tiiero are also breaks for the peiiods 183G to 
1844 and 184!l to 1851. 

The regular custom house at Fo.rrnkeab.rd w.as abolished in 1835, 
so that the customs records pjCf^er end vith tlmt year. Tj.e 
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letters of the years 1845, 1847, 1848, and 1852 are addressed to the 
Collector of Revenue and relate to salt revenue. 

Practically all the records have been listed in the printed list of 
records prepared under Mr. Dewhurst’s supervision entitled “ Collector’s 
Office, Agra division, Aligarh, and other Districts Pre-Mutiny Customs 
Records, volume TV.” 

The chief subjects dealt with in this correspondence are the liability 
of goods to pay duty, smuggling, the devices of smugglers and methods of 
evading custom duties, confiscation and sale of contraband articles. 
(The Collector of Customs recommended and the Board sanctioned con¬ 
fiscation and sales of contraband articles), dismissals and appointments 
of daroghas of customs and other officials, changes in establishment, 
situation of chaukis, town duties, changes in the office of the Collector 
of Government Customs, Collector’s commission on the customs revenue, 
cases of bribery and extortion, custom house building-i, nirikhnamas of 
the Customs Department, patrol boats, statement of customs revenue 
with explanation of increases and decreases, petitions of merchants, 
contingent and other expenditure, rowannahs, increase of salaries of 
appraisers and other officials, kind of commodities produced in the district, 
fines, under-valuation of goods, rules for passing free of duty })ublio 
stores, search of houses for contraband goods, complaint against the 
Deputy Collector of Customs, pensions, report on ITegulation XXI of 1829 
relating to the revenue derived from salt, inUudcrence of inland custom 
houses ill the case of goods imported by sea, the levy of double duty as 
a penalty, rewards in cases of detection of sumggled articles and assaults 
on customs officials. 

Agra Custom House ,—The correspondence relating to this custom 
house, unlike that of Farrukhabad, has been arranged in two series, 
letters received and letters issued. These letters have not been listed, 
'^riieir nature is similar to that of the correspondence of the Farrukhabad 
custom house. 

Hodal Custom House .—The correspondence of tliis custom house 
which was started in 1834 relates almost entirely to salt. 

E^awah Custom iiouse.—The Etawah customs records are few in 
number and have all been placed in one guard-book. The correspondence 
covers the period 1S10-—29. The letters of 1810 include a fev/ from the 
Commercial Resident of Etawah and Kalpi. Toe remaining letters are 
from the Collector of Revenue, as Regulation IX of 1810 abolished the 
regular custom house at Etawah, 
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Cuatoms correspondence of a general nature 

Series I —Castoms circulars received by the Cominissioaer. These 
are few in number and not of great interest. The subjects dealt with 
are excise, employment of all assistants in either revenue or customs 
capacity where the Collector of Revenue and Collector of Customs were 
the same person, stoppage of boats by customs officers, the valuation 
of cotton thread in Calcutta Inland Custom House, transit duties, sale 
of confiscated goods, penalties for illicit dealings in opium, indents for 
opium, petitions, registers of publio property, refund of stamp duty, 
search of suspected packages, sales of stamps. 

iSeries II —Letters received by the Commissioner, 1829 to 1853, 1 
volume. 

The chief subjects dealt with in this series are the stoppage of bonts 
by custom house officers, list of custom house ehaukis on the banks of 
the Jamna, passing of white cloth free of duty, changes in the 
office of the Collector of Customs, tlie farm of custom and town 
duties, inland frontier duty, duty at Madras, duties on sale of 
piece goods, instructions regarding < goods imported «by sea, patrol boats, 
petitions, rowannahs, muafi or free rowannahs, rules for passing public 
stores free of duty, duty on salt, rules for transit of salt, sinnggliDg 
of salt, seizures of contraband salt and of implements for illicit manu; 
facture of salt, import of salt from Oudh, manufacture of salt, the allow¬ 
ance of Rs. 500 to the Raja of Bhurtpore for relinquishing the manuf¬ 
acture of salt. 

Series III —Letters issued by the Commissioner, J829 to 1848, 1 
volume. 

The following are the more important subjects dealt with in this 
series: Confiscation and sales of contraband articles, levying tolls on 
boats, farming, transit duties, notifications, patrol boats, penalties for 
taking more goods than specified in the rowannah, market price of 
different kinds of salt, seizure of salt. 

(2) Revenue, Judicial, and Political records. 

1. Records of a general nature, 

(1) Revenue, —This has been divided up into correspondence with 
Government, correspondence with the Board of Revenue, miscellaneous 
correspondence and circulars, eacli class being sub-divided into issues and 
receiptSw These records consist of 7 volumes, covering the period 
1820-56. 

Before 1829 the correspondence is that of the Board of Commissioners 
and the Board of Revenue. After that date, it is the correspondence of 
the Commissioner. 
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The following is a list of tbe more jmporcant subjects dealt with :— 
Adveriisemeiits, supervision, and adjustment of accounts, famines and 
agricultural distress, travelling callovvancc, appeals, Agra Local Agency, 
opinions on draft Acts and Kcgulalions, con ingent charges, excise, exami* 
n;i,tion of assistants, burkamLze?, village boundary disputes, partitions, 
returns of case-work, montidy reports of cases decided, contingent bills, 
the assutni/ig anl delivering over charge of collectors and other ofKcers, 
crop reports, crop-cutting experiments, eensus, revision of the law of the 
Civil Procedure, charir.cble dispensaries, rules regarding the copying of 
documents, a circular prohibiting Indian Civil Servants from adopting 
native dress, exaininatio]! of deputy collectors, district daks, extra tempo¬ 
rary and permanent establishments, revision of establishments, Assistants 
to Railway Engineei's, farming and sale of estates for arrears of revenue 
or in satisfaction of decrees of civil courts, returns of endowments, rules 
regarding the trial of European Rritisli subjects, lithogrcplied forms, 
ferry funds, foundry at Roorkee, grain prices, Taj gardens, resumption 
of muafis, Agra Government Gazette, guards, crop I'orecasts, transmission 
of quarterly index of Commissioner’s correspondence to the Board of 
Revenue at Fort William, jail deltveries, kist-bandis, khasra measure¬ 
ments, acquisition of land for railway and other purposes, meteorological 
reports, opium indents, ])erfect and impuiTect partitions, mode of roeord- 
*ing English proceedings, staleimmts of prisoners in eonfmernent, the 
Secundra Press, pilgrimage, jietitions. Government pleaders, pensioners 
and pensions, transfers of the rights of the defaulting p'lltidars, leases, 
grant to the pesliwa in the Doab, patwaris and patwari recoi ds, examina¬ 
tion of patwaris, patwaii teachers, the abolition, on the 21st of April, 
1820 , of the practice of impressing villagers or townspeople as porters 
to carry loads for troops or travellei s, k<c.nung<^s, railway operations, rain¬ 
fall, rewards for the destruction of wild animala, arrangement of records, 
general rules of praolico of the Sadder Board of Revenue aud Reve nue 
Commissioners, road fund committees, demand, receipt, and balance state¬ 
ments of revenue, suspeusion of revenue, revenue administratio)) reports, 
stationery, sottlcmeiit, summary settlements, sawars, village school cess, 
stamps, stamp vendors, income from the sale of stamps in tbe Agra 
division, survey of fields for settlement and for railway, native surveyors, 
statement of summary suits decided, suits against revenue ofiic.ers, 
securities of officials, graduated salaries for revenue record-keepers 
and their subordinates, titles, rewards to tahsildars for punctual 
realization of revenue, tahsildars’ kulcherries, tents, rule-! aflecting land 
tenures, transfers, lakavi, taikhana, rules regarding despatch of trea¬ 
sure, talbana, town duties, transfer of villages from one district to 
another, weather reports, wells, court of waids, weights and measures. 
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Among the correspondence is a long, interesting letter, dated the 12th 
of March, 1827, by Mr. Nrwnham on the subject of kachcha and pacca 
biglms in which he discusses the meanings of“Illahce guz," “ Tunahe 
Sun " and “ Tunahe bans.” 

This correspondenco also contains a list of European officers in civil 
employ in the Saugor division in JsfS. 

(:2) Judicial .—The judici.il cf)rrcspo!idcnce begins from the year 1829, 
when Commissioners of llevenue and Circuit were apjiointed. It consists 
ofiG volumes, whi'-h have bL.eii classified as follows : 

(a) Corre-pondcuce with Cov’erniuent : letters received and issued, 
circulars received. 

{h) Corres^ndeu: e with the Nizamat Adawlut : letters received 
and issued, circulars r* ceived. 

(c) Miscellaneous correspondoiice : letters received and issued. 

The Commissioners were styled Commissioners of Itevcnue and Cir¬ 
cuit. As Commissioners of Circuit they perfoj-niod the functions of the 
Courts of (hreuit which they replai'od and of ^^'cssions Judges vJio suc¬ 
ceeded them. In tlieir judicial capacity they also replaced the old pro¬ 
vincial Snpei'iiiten leiits of Police.. In 18)18 Commissioners were relieved 
of their judicial duties, except those appertaining to the police. 

The, following are tlie more important subjects dealt with in this 
correspondence • 

Appoiiitincnts of officials, petitions, Sudder Amins, travelling and 
diet allowances to wilnes.-es, rnl'‘s for t'ne peri(ali(ail ( xa.nniiation of assis- 
t:ints to the inagis: rales, bn; kaialaze.s, guards a!id tli'. ir uiiilorms, tolls 
levied on tlie bridges of Ixvais, the pimriinage (d’ exahed per.sonagcs, 
boundary di.'^])ute.s, rules for taking diai’ge of t,he office oi ihe C.hdlector in 
cases of emergeat^y, union of the (Jlices of tiiC M;igi-^tralo and Collector, 
erinio statements, mujiiiiies into the ical slate- (d'eriiiie- in the Agra 
(hvi^ion, ebild'-itealing, a])[)ra']ioa.-i.ui ot criminals by Ihitish oificers 
111 the ten itories of the Ahawab of Oudh, staicnienis of transported 
eriu'iinals, rev\ards lor tlie a])piohension of crimiueds, statements of 
criminal justico, the app’oiiuinent and giving over charge by magistrates, 
the commission appointed to settle dincronces between the stales of 
Aiwar and Tijava, Canges cainil, statements of undertrial prisoner.^-, coins, 
provint.’ial battalions, river dacoity, miscoiifhict of dai'adars, di.ipcnsaiies, 
extra police estahlishnients, elementary education, examination of assis¬ 
tants to the magistrate and collector and uncovonanred deputy collec¬ 
tors, famine, ferry fund, statements of public and private ferries, employ¬ 
ment of local funds, franking of letters, guards, gauges, ghats, hundis, 
jail returns, mode of addressing officers in correspondence, leave of 
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absence, tour of the Lieutenant-Governor, murders, oaths of civil ser¬ 
vants, sickness and mortality prevailing among prisoners working on 
the roads, introduction of uniform system of prison diet, rules regarding 
election and conduct of panchayats, sale of confiscated properties and 
the moveable property of criminals, durability of papers on which verna¬ 
cular records were written, petitions, roads and thoroughfares and the 
annual reports on the work done by the Local Agents, gratuitous relief, 
aawars, supplies, civil surgeons, stationery, survey of railway lines, 
scholarship in the Agra College endowed by the Bhurtpore Raj, seau- 
rities furnished by persons having charge of public money, thugs, deposi¬ 
tions of thug prisoners, thefts, uniforms of ebaprasis, jamadars and 
najeebs, transfer of villages from the jurisdiction of one magistrate to 
another, the deputation of the vakil of the Gwalior Government to feed 
and provide with the means to return to the native country all the 
pauper subjects of Gwalior after the famine of 1(S38, wells along the 
Grand Trunk road, report of works of public utility constructed by 
individuals in the Agra division in 1845, opinions on the Bill to remove 
all legal obstacles to the marriage of Hindu widows. 

Among the papers of special interest the following may be mentioned. 

List of chaukis on the entire line of the Grand Trunk road, list of 
towns and large villages of the several districts of tlie Agra division in 
whicli it was proposed to introduce the system of municipal police. (There 
is much correspondence dealing with the police, police reports, police 
rotui’iis, military organisation of tne p:)li(;e of Bengal and North-Western 
Provinces, Fiajiitier Police, et c.), list of trees on the banks of the Jamna, 
list of uiicovenaiited sorvaius dismissed during the first six months of 
185G, a list of the tahsildars in North-Weslern Provinces, list of the 
thaiias ill the North-Westcra Provinces, Hr. Murray’s vaccination report. 

There is some interesting correspondence relating to the Post Office 
and Electric Telegraph . In 1837 the Commissioner of the Farrukha- 
bad division called attention to the hardships of the new postal rules. 
He pointed out that native dak letters were not limited in weight, and 
for a quarter of an anna a letter could be carried as far as Benares, 
Amritsar or Hyderabad. In 1838 the Commissioner was asked to grant 
permission to th(5 establishment of a private ddk between Muttra and 
Hathras, Rs. 300 being offered for the privilege. 

In 1830 the Commissioner of Agra complained that the high rate of 
postage kept out nearly all native correspondence. He suggested that 
mails should be carried by horsemen and that there should be a separate 
postmaster general for the North-Western Provinces. 
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In 1839 the Commissioner was asked by Captain Taylor for returns 
of monthly collections from the district d&k, and to make suggestions for 
its improvement and being rendered generally more available to the 
public. At that time the district dak was run by the police and one anna 
per letter was charged. On the 2Dd April, 1846, rules for the management 
of the district dilk were promulgated. Letters were to be received at 
every thana and tahsil, the charge being half an anna per letter. The 
Government post office sent for local distribution letters to the officer 
in charge of the district dak. 

As regards the electric telegraph there is some correspondence about 
the collection of wooden posts and bamboos for electric poles on the Grand 
Trunk Road between Calcutta and Benares. Officers were asked to 
asceruain the price of teak, sal, and other durable and straight timbers. 

There is some correspondence about plague in the years 1838 and 
1839. 

(3) Political .—There are 4 volumes of political correspondence, of 
which one is devoted to letters relating to the Nawabs of Farrukhabad 
from 1810 to 1820. 

Prior to the appointment of Commissioners of Revenue and ‘Circuit, 
the Judge of Farrukhabad was usually the Agent to the Governor Gene¬ 
ral ; but when Commissioners were appointed this office was transferred 
to them. 

The more important subjects dealt with in this correspondence are, 
accounts, the Agency at Faj-rukhabad, petitions from the various Begums 
for the increase of their stipends, reports on the deaths of the various 
!Nawahs and their relations, escorts for exalted persons passing through 
British territory, contingent bills, an order directing that English¬ 
men were not to bo taken into service of Chiefs without the permission of 
the Supreme Government, cognizance of civil claims against Chiefs, 
assumption of office by various Governors General, proposal to construct 
a chapel at Fateligarh, khilats, private daks maintained native chiefs, 
establishments, form of writing official letters, powers of the Governor 
General, a forged letter to the Nawab of Farrukhabad purporting to be 
from tlolkar, indents, an enquiry into a verbal assurance alleged to have 
been given by the Lieutenant-Governor of the Ceded Provinces to the 
Nawab of Farrukhabad, wills of the Nawabs, guardians for minors, sale 
of jagir estates in satisfaction of the decrees of the court, laud occupied 
by the tombs of several members of the family of the Nawabs of Farru- 
khabacl, memorials, notification of changes in the appointment of the 
Commanders-iu*chicf of the King’s and Company's force in India, applica¬ 
tions for grants to princes and others to celebrate marriages of their 

28 
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daughters, nazzars, smuggling of opium into Farrukhabad, post Oihce, poli¬ 
tical pensioners, death of political pensioners, an order directing the dis¬ 
continuance of presents to the Governor General, an order directing 
the discontinuance of Kashmir paper in Persian writing, surrender of re¬ 
fugees, robberies, request of Maharaja Eanjit Singh to bo furnished^ with 
letters to the Judge and Magistrate of Farrukhabad to assist some 
merchants in obtaining s ttlement of tlu'ir dues from residents at 
i^aiTukhabad, changes in the post of Kesideiit, firing of saluLes, impres¬ 
sions of seals used by chiefs, stipends to the members of the Mysore 
family, stationery, treaties, rent-free tenures, lists oi’ takhikraj tenure-s, 
exemplion of Nawabs and others from aj)peariijg in in itish Civil Courts, 
the aimounccment of the victories of Mudki and Ferozeshahr and the 
announcement of tho treaty of peace between the Emperor of ilussia and 
the Allied Powers. 

2 . Jiccords relating exclusively to jxirticula'r districts. 

(a) The Agra district. —Tlu; records of this district are more intm est- 
ing and voluminous than those redating to any otiier district in the 
division. The area of 'the Agra distriet has undergone i’ewer (‘hanges 
than most of the others in the division, the oidy imporiant territorial 
change locing the transfer of the parganas of Muttra, Kosl,and Cliatta to 
the Muttra district in 18J2. Prior to tins year the records of tlu'se three 
tahsils occur in tlie prc«ient series. 

Tho Agi'a r(‘r*ords fall into eleven series:— 

Series /.— i^’evenue letters received l)y (ho Board of PoveLiuc or the 
Commissioner, 1807 to 1857. These consist of two bastas 
of unbound papers and fifteen guard books. 

Series //. —Bevtmue letters issued by the Board of Kevenue oir the 
Commissioner, 1807 to 1857. This series consists of one basta 
of unbound p:ipers and three guard books. 

The records of the year 1840 contain a number of Jotters relating to 
th e seiliement made at that time by Mr. Mansell, the Collector. 

Geiier. lly speaking the ixcords are of the s.nno nature as tliose of 
Farrukhabad. b'or a description of these the read, r is referred to page 
211 . 

Series TIT —Judicial letters received by the Board of Kevenue or 
the Commissioner, 1822 to 1857, 20 volumes. 

Series 7F. —Judicial letters issued by the Board of Revenue or the 
Commissioner, 1822 to 1857, 8 volumes. 

The judicial records prior to 1828 are meagre and relate exclusively 
to the chaukidari tax. The letters in question are addressed to the 
Superintendent of Police, Western Provinces. This official ceased to 
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exist in 1829, his duties being undertaken by the various Commissioners 
of Revenue and Circuit. 

As in the case of the other districts in the division, the records of 
the year 1838 are of considerable interest as showing in great detail how 
the fearful famine of that year was fought. 

On the 2iid of April, 1838, the Collector wrote : ‘‘ Another point calls 
for consideration—the disposal of the dead—to burn them in the usual 
manner is now ifopossible but T believe were tiiey to be put into quick¬ 
lime they would be quickly destroyed without any apprehension of malaria 
or of hurting the feelings of the community.’* 

The cost of famine in the Agra district amounted to Rs. 5,74,507-10-8, 
of which Rs. 5,38,944-1-G was spent on food and wages. Revenue to the 
extent of Rs. 10,62,767-0-0 was remitted. The greatest number of persons 
employed on relief works in any one day was 94,766 on the 8t4i, May. 

Some idea of the ravages of the famine may he gathered froiri the fact 
that in 1831 the population of the district was recorded as 680,702, while 
at the end of 1838 it had fallen to 510,145. The Magistrate and Collec¬ 
tor at that time was Mr. C. G. ]\taiisell. The Commissioner was R.N.C, 
Hamilton. These two officers disputed as to the rate of the famine 
wages. This was originally, men 6 picc (Gwalior) per diem, women 5 
and children 3. Mansell said this was not sufficient. The Commissioner 
differred, stating that he had fixed the rate after careful consideration of 
the conditions ia all districts. Eventually a Sub-Committee was appointed 
to decide the qutestion. This consisted of C. G. Mansell, C. J. Gordon, 
R Ik Dii’iean, J. Moore, and G. Graham. The Commil tee supported 
Mansell. Oa the lObh of June, 1838, th(‘y sent up a long report which is 
in the records. There is an interesting letter, dated the 14th of June, 
1838, from the Commissioner to the Government in which ho criticises the 
report. The wage was eventually raised to 8 pice for men, 7 for women, 
and 4 for children. 

In 183cS an entirely new famine policy was adopted. In previous 
famines the Government had tried merely to keep down the price of grain 
by (1) prohibiting its export from the affected area, (2) granting a bounty 
on its import into ihat area (3) buying grain in places whore it 
(iheap and having it sent; at Government expense to the affected parts. 
In addition to keeping down the prices of grain, Government used to 
remit or suspend part of the land revenue and offer takavi to the cultiva¬ 
tors to induce tliem to sow their land. Nothing in the way of giving 
work to unemployed or distributing food to starving people appears to 
have been undertaken, at any rate, on a large scale. The famine of 
1837-38 was so severe as to render Lilmast u eless the expodienUs that had 
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been adopted in tho past. This famine was perhaps the worst which 
has visited United Provinces during the time they have been under 
the British rule. 

Government sanctioned the employment of the destitute on public 
works in August, 1837, and the Commissioner wrote round a circular 
letter to the Collectors authorising them to open such works. 

A perusal of pnges describ ing the judicial records appertaining to the 
Farrukhabad district will give a general idea of the nature of tho judi¬ 
cial records appertaining to Agra. 

Series V .—Correspondence relating to the Taj buildings and estab¬ 
lishment, 1 volume. 

Series F7.—Correspondence between the Commissioner and the Local 
Agents, appointed under Regulation XIX of 1810, and 
the Road and Ferry Fund Committees—6 volumes, i e,, 
two volumes of letters received by the Commissioner and 
two of letters issued. 

This correspondence relates largely to nazul land, roads, bridges, 
ferries, dispensaries, mosques, public gardens, etc. A general idea of such 
correspondence is given in the descriptive account of the Saharanpur 
records. 

Series VII .—Correspondence relating to the Fort at Agra, 1 
volume. 

Series F//L—Correspondence relating to the gardens and buildings 
at Sikandra, 1 volume. 

Series /A.—Correspondence relating to the cotton farm at Agra, 

1 volume. 

Series Correspondence relating to the Itimad-ud-daula, 1 
volume. 

Series XI.— Correspondence relating to the endowment and khadims 
of the Fatehpur-Sikri Diirgah, 1 volume. 

The descriplion of series V, VII, VIII, IX, X, and XI is not neces¬ 
sary since the titles are self-explanatory. 

(h) The Muttra district .—Prior to 1824 the parganas that compose 
the present Muttra district were distiibutcd between the Agra and the 
Aligarh districts. Those to the west of the Jumna, which include Muttra 
aiid Gobardhan, formed part of tho Agra district, wliile those to the east 
of the Jumna belonged to the Aligarh district.' 

On nth March, 1815, parganas .Sadabad, Mahaban, Raya, Sonai, and 
Sahpan and others were consolidatofi into a snb-division of the Aligarh 
district and placed under Mr. Boulderson, with headcpiarters at Sada¬ 
bad. Mr. Boulderson corresponded direct with the Board of Revenuo 
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and was styled an Assistant op deputation. His duties were chiefly con¬ 
fined to settlement operations. The following year some changes were 
made in the area under his jurisdiction. The Muttra records contain a 
number of letters written to and by Mr. Boulderson in the year 1815. 
But there is not a single letter extant of the period 1810 to 1823. 

In 1824, when considerable territorial changes were made in the Con¬ 
quered Provinces, the following parganas of the Aligarh district were 
made into a separate Collectorate, with headquarters at Sadabad : Sada- 
bad, Sikandra Rao, Mahaban, Mat, Sonai, Raya, Jalesar. 

It will be observed that these parganas (except for Jalesar and Sikandra 
Rao) are roughly equivalent to that portion of the present Muttra dis¬ 
trict which is situated east of the Jumna. Thus the present Muttra dis¬ 
trict may be said to have arisen in 1824, but it was not until 1832, that 
it assumed anything like its present form. In that year the parganas 
now known as Muttra, Kosi, and Chhata were added to the district from 
Agra and the headquarters transferred from Sadabad to Muttra. 

From the foregoing it will be apparent that the records prior to 1832, 
dealing with Muttra, Gobardhan, and other parts west of the Jumna, must 
be looked for, not among the records of the Muttra, hut among those of 
the Agra district. The records of the old Sadabad district that exist in 
the Commissioner’s office are not very volumiiiuus and relate only to the 
revenue administration. 

The Muttra records from 1832 onwards are neither voluminous nor 
of much importance. 

The general nature of these records is similar to those appertaining 
to the Farrukhabad district which are described below. 

Of the Muttra records the jiapers dealing with the famine of 1838 are 
almost only ones of general interest. 

There is an interesting letter, dated 7th of October, from the Collector 
describing the method adopted by him of dealing with the famine. The 
feum of Rs. 3,55,421-1-6 was expended in the Muttra district. Of this 
Rs. 3,44,691-10-9 was expended on food and pay, Rs. 6,239-11-4 on 
establishment, and Rs. 4,489-11-5 on miscellaneous charges. Tho highest 
total of men, women and children employed on famine works was 74,775 
on June the 18th, 1838. At the Sudder alone there were 7,608 deaths 
due to famine conditions. 

Etawah district .—At the first acquisition of the territory the area 
placed under the Collector of Etawah was very large, comprising as it did 
the greater portions of the present districts of Mainpuri, Etawah, and Etah 
and portions of the districts of Agra, Muttra, Aligarh, and Cawnpore. 
His headquarters were at Mainpuri. 
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Between 1803 and 1818 several transfei’S of territory were effected 
between Etawah and the adjoining districts with the object of making the 
Etawah jurisdiction more compact. 

In 1814 Mr. Calvert was placed in charge of certain parganas of 
the district and his headquarters were fixed at Kasganj. Mr. Calvert’s 
deputation appears to have lasted about two years. 

In 1824 the Etawah district was broken up into four separate collec- 
torate jurisdictions, viz., the collectorship of Etawah with headquarters 
at Mainpuri, and the sub-collectorships of Etawah, Bela, and Sirhpura. 

The three sub-collt:ctors, although they corresponded direct with the 
Board of Revenue, were in some respects subordinate to the neighbouring 
Collectors. The Collector of Etawah (Mainpuri) superintended the Sub- 
Collector of Etawah, while the Collector of Farrukhabad exercised a 
certain amount of control over the Sub-Collectors at Bela and Sirhpura. 

The Collector, whose headquarters had all along been at Mainpuri, 
was then, and for some years corilinucd to be, styled the Collector of 
Etawah, although the Etawah parganas were no longer in his district. 
For this reason I have, from the date of the formation of Etawah sub-divi* 
sion, included the correspondence of the Collector of Etawah (Mainpuri) 
in the records appertaining to the Mainpun district. 

In 1837 there was another general re-arrangement of the jurisdiction 
of the CoiKjuered Provinces which resulted in the disappearance of the 
Bela Sub-Golkctorate from March 1st, 1837, and the raising of the Sub- 
Cadlector of Etawah to the status of a (b)lloctor. 

The resolution of the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of the North- 
Western Provinces effecting these changes is dated the 12th December 
1830 and runs ;— 

“ 1. The Right Hon’ble the Governor General in Council having been 
pleased to sanction tho formation of a new district comprising the siib- 
collectorships and joint magistracies of Bela and Etawah, and a portion 
of the present district of Cawnpore, the following resolution is here 
recorded ; — 

“ 2. Etawah is to be the principal station of the new district and the 
district is to be called the district of Etawah. 

“3. The district of which Mynpooree is the principal station, with 
the annexation that will now be made to it, is to be designated the district 
of Mynpooree. 

“ 4. The limits of the districts of Cawnpore Futtehghur, Sabeswan, 
and Allyghur will be modified according to the sketch attached to the 
resolution. 
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“ 6. * * * A civil and sessions judge, a collector, and magis¬ 

trate, and a joint magistrate and deputy collector will be appointed for the 
new district.” 

From 1837 onwards there has not been any very considerable change 
in the area of the Etawah district. 

Thus the Etawah records fall into four classes— 

(1) The records of the old Etawah diHirict which included the present 
Etawah, Ecah, andMainpuri districts, in addition to other territory, 

These records date from 1810. They are tied up in file boards and are 
placed in a single basta. They consist of a largo number of revenue 
letters relating to the district, issued and received by the Hoard of 
Commissioners. 

There are no judicial letters of the period 1810 to 1824. 

(2) The nco'ds of the Etawah sub-division, 1824 to 1837,—These con¬ 
sist,of 5 volumes. 

Itovenue letters reoeivod, 1824 to 1S36 .. .. 2 volumes. 

,, issued, 1824 to 183G .« ,, 1 volumo. 

Judiciallottors received, 18o0 to 1836 .. .. ..1 ,, 

„ issued, 1820 to 1830 .. .. .. 1 „ 

(3) The records of tJiC Bela sub-division, 1824 to 1837—G volumes. 

R'^ivenue letters received, 1825 to 1637 .. .. .. 3 volumes. 

„ issued, 1825 to 1837 .. .. .. 1 volume. 

Judicial letter 8 reeoived, 1830 to 1830 .. ... 1 ,, 

,, issued, 1820 to 1830 .. .. ..1 „ 

(4) The records of the modc/rn Etaicah district, formed ou the 1st 
March, 1837, by the union of the Etawah and Bela sub-divisions. 

Revenue letters received. 183() to 1857 .. .. 15 volnm 'S. 

,, issued, 1817 to 1857 .. .. .. 2 vo lumes. 

„ ytatemeiils .. .. 4 volumes. 

Judicial letters received, 1837 to 1807 .. ,, ,. 10 

„ issued, 1837 to 1857 .. .. .. 2 

The revenue series include some correspondence of Uu‘ years 1840 
and 1841 of Mr. Giibbins, who conducted the settlement. 

The four volumes of revenue statements consist of — 

(a) Statements of arrears of revenue for the years 1845-6 and 184o-7; 
fbj Statements of summarily settled estates 1845. 

Tticre are no revenue records for the year 1848. 

The judicial series include voluminous correspondence between the 
Road and Ferry Fund Committees and the Commissioner. 

There are also a large number of letters dealing with famine of 
1837-38. Relief works in the Etawah district were opened on the 12l h 
October, 1837, and closed on the 28th oi August, 1838, 
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The greatest number of people on relief works on any one day was 
47,899 on June the 22ad, 1838. The total expenditure on famine was 
Rs. 1,96,130-15-5, of which Rs. 1,94,009-1-9 was spent on food. 
There is in the series an intereitirig letter, dated the 19th January 1830, 
from C. Ciimine, the Magistrate and Collector, also letters of his, dated 
the 28Lh February 1838, and 29th March, 1838. 

In the course of the second of thasc letters he writesIn many 
divisions by far the greater portion of the agricultural inhabitaiiis who 
compose nearly the whole have disappeared either having emigrated or 
died." 

There are many letters dealing with clacoilies. These were frequent 
in the Etawah district as the many ravines in that district afiorded a 
ready refuge for dacoits. A number of half-yearly crime reports have 
been preserved. 

(d) The Etah district .—Those records are not voluminous as the 
district was never of much importance and for a long time was completely 
merged in the neighbouring districts. In order to explain the arrange¬ 
ment of the Etah records I give a short history of the district. When the 
territory was ceded to the British in 1S03, the Etah district did not exist 
as such. The land which now forms it was distributed between the 
districts of Etawah, Farrukhabad, Aligarh, and Moradabad. This arrange¬ 
ment left the parganas which'‘now make up the Etah district a long 
distance from headquarters, so far indeed that (vide Etah Gazetteer) 
“ as early as 1811, it w-is found necessary to place a European ofBcer at 
Patiali with criminal jurisdiction over the surrounding parganas," 

There arc no recoi ds of this officer in the Commissioners office. There 
exists some correspondence of the years l8l4 and 18J 5 between the 
Board of Commissioners and Mr, Calvert, Assistant on deputation at 
Kasganj. “ In 1816 " writes Mr. Noave {Etah Gazetteer^ page 104) 
'• the headquarters of the sub-division were moved from Patiali to Sirh- 
pura and were placed under charge of ]\Ir. Caiveit, at that time the 
Assistant Secretary to the Board of Commissioners. In 1824 Etawah 
was distributed among the collectorate of Mainpuri, and the three sub- 
collectorates of Etawah, Bela, andSirhpura, about half the present district 
falling to the last sub-division." 

TliCre are in the Commissioner’s office no records of the Sirhpura 
sub'division relating to the period 1816 to 1823. “In 1824^’ continues 
Mr. Neave, “ Mr. Herbert was appointed Deputy Collector of Sirhpura 
and, in addition to the special magisterial powers that he possessed for 
the suppression of dacoity and highway robberies, was also invested with 
the revenue jurisdiction and received charge of the parganas of Sirhpura 
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and Sahawar from Mr. Swctenham and of Etali, Sakit, etc., from the 
Collector of Etawah. Ho made Patiali his head |narters.” 

Mr. Herl ert was succeeded by Mr. Turner, who gave over charge to 
Mr. New Ilham in 1826. 

None of the correspondence of Mr. Herbert has been preserved in the 
Comiiiissiorier’s office, but there are a miutber of revenue letters written 
to and by Mr. Turner, the earliest being dated the 12th April, 1824. 
No letters exist of the years 182(3 and 1827. 

“ In 1827,’* writes Neave, “ the parganas of Bilram, etc. were trans¬ 
ferred from Sahaswan (Budaun) toSirhpura, and during the same year 
the headquarters were removed to Fatehgarh. In 1828 the special 
magisterial powers were withilrawn, but tlic revenue jurisdiction remained 
separate until 1837, when Patiali was attached to the Azamnagar tahsil 
in the Farrukhabad district, the Sahaswan parganas were restored to the 
Budaun district, and the Etawah j)arganas were given to Maiupuri,” 

There exist in the Commissioner’s office a few Sirhpura records of 
1828, the earliest of which is dated the 23rd August, 1828, and signed by 
Mr, Lindsay, Sub-Collector. Tliere are one or two letters of 1829 signed 
by Mr. Lindsay. There are none of 1830. In 1831 we find Mr. Horne 
in charge and he styles himself “ Principal Assistant, Sirhpura Sub- 
Collector’s office,” and this title is retained till 1835 when there is a 
break in the records. From 1837 to 1845 the Sirhpura sub-.livision was, 
as we have seen, merged in (he Farrukhabad district aud there are in 
consequence no separate records for those years. 

“ When the spv cial officer was withdrawn,” continues Neave, ” the 
Ahir3 and Aheriyas at occe recommenced their old habits of plunder and 
armed resistance, and dacoities organized by one Kanhsuya, an Ahir from 
the Jumna ravines in the Maiiipuri district, became so frequent that it 
was again found necessary to make special arrangements for the preser¬ 
vation of the public peace in the tract. The southern and central 
parganas were still covered with dhak jiu»gle and were studded with mud 
forts surrounded with moats and protected by femes of bamboo. The 
landholders were a turbulent and fearless race, who still preserved 
recollections of the days when it was considered a mark of disrespec t 
to call for the revenue without some show of force accoDipanying the 
demand. Accordingly a separate charge was formed on the 26th April 
1845, to which Mr, Wynyard was appointed as deputy collector and joint 
magistrate. 

The sub-division now comprised tahsil Azamnagar, containing 
parganas Barma, Azamnagar, and Patiali, from the Farrukhabad district; 
tahsil Sakit, including parganas Sakit, Sirlipura, Sa' awar-Karsana, Etah, 

29 
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and Sonhar, from the Mainpuri district, and tahsil Kasganj, comprising 
porganas Bilram, Soron, Faizpur, Badaria, Aulai, and Nidhpur from 
Budaun. In 1847 the deputy collector was made subordinate to the 
Collectors of the several districts from which the parganas placed under 
Ills care had been taken, to the extent that the Batiali revenue accounts 
had to b(i sent up through these Collectors. From 1850 onwards the 
deputy collector again dealt directly with the Commissioner. 

Towards theend of 1852, when Mr. F. O. ]\Iayne was de])iity collector 
and joint magistrate, the headquarters were transferred from Patiali to 
Etah on the Grand Trunk Road, and from that date the district has 
borne the name of Etah. In 1856 parganas Marehra and Pachlaria were 
received i'roin Aligarh.” 

Thus tlie Etah records fall into four elass-^s ;— 

(i) Itev(!nue corr<!spon(lenc(‘of Mr C.dvert on 

(le])ntation at Kasgaiij, 1814 and 1'“’15 ... 1 voiuine. 

(ii) Revenue coriespondcuK c of tlie Siihpura 

sub-coilectorate, ](S24 to 1865 ... 2 volumes. 

(in) Revenue and judicial correspondence of 
the Patiali suh.-collectorate and joint 
magistracy, 1846 to 1852 (October) ... 1 volume. 

(i? ) Revenue and judicial eorit'spondeiice of 
the Etah suh-collectorate an<l joint 

mngistrac.y, 1852 (Novemher) to 1857 ... 4 volumes, i.e,, 2 

volumes judicial 
coi'respondence and 
2 volumes revenue 
correspondence. 

(/7) The Although from the date of the acquisition 

of the territory a Collector ha.s always been stationed at Mainpuri, the 
Mainpuri district can scarcely be said to have come into existence before 
1824 when tlie old district of which Mainpuri was tne headquarters was 
split up into the Mainpuri and other collectorate jurisdictions. Even 
after that the Collector of Mainpuri was for some years styled the 
Collector of Etawah, and this explains why it is that the earlier Mainpuri 
records are all addressed to the Collector or the Judge and Magistrate 
of Etawah. 

It is worthy of note, however, that on the 1st April 1815, Mr. W. H. 
Valpy, an Assistant on deputation, was placed in exclusive charge of the 
Shikohabad and neighbouring parganas. 

The Mainpuri rcNenuc records do not contain anything of great 
impoi Lanee. In addition to the usual revenue records, they include a 
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few staiomciits oi’iMiufali an 1 some lists of cnrrnnt prico=?. Bnt these 
are not suiiicieritly nntner.Mis to he of much statistical value. 

Among tlic records are a number of letters relating to the settlement 
made by Mr. Edmoirstone. 

The judicial records are of greater general interest; as in tlic case 
of other districts they contain some statistics relating to tlio famine of 
1838. In the middle of June that year nearly 20,000 people were w^irIc¬ 
ing on famine works. Charles Raikes, the Colle(3(*r, describes, how 
“ mothers sold their cdiildren for a mi>rsel of broad . . . Ib’ahiuaiis 
might be seen devouring the liMvings of the doms . . . whole villages 
were depopulated.” 

The Mainpuri judicial records include vnluininous e )rrospond(nu*e 
between the Commissioner and the Road and Ferry Fund C'oramittecs, 
numl ers of (uiine statements and staloUKUits of action taken by tln' 
Magirtt rale on crimes. 

They also contain some accounts of tlie depredations in 1844 of the. 
nolorious Kahnsyua. 

ThcM'e is a report date 1 the 9th of Juno 1838, on a sutloe that took 
place in tlio district. The Midnpuri records also contain information 
regarding the chaukidari .‘system and a few iiiten'stiiig ptipevs re,la,ting 
to female infanticide whiith was very prevalent among th(‘ Chaiihan 
Thakurs of M;iinpuri. 

(G) The FarrukJuihad district, —These la^eords wore arranged under 
th() supervision of j\lr. R. P. Dewhurst in 1904, The arraiigomeiit adoptitd 
was to bind u]) the revenue and judicial records separately, the leiters 
rev cived and issued being bound up in the same volume. Printed lists oj 
the content,s of these volumes exist. The volumes eontaining them 
are headed, “Commissioner’s Ollice, Agra Division, Farrukhab.td I’r*;- 
inutiny Revenue Records, Volume I ” and “ fh* •-Mutiny Judicial Recoids, 
Volume II.” 

Since the records were bound up in 1904 a few other dociimcnts were 
discovered, l^hese have been pasted into the guard-books mnde uj) by. 
Mr. Dewliurst. The.se letters have not been listed, thus Mr. Dewhurst a 
lists are not exhaustive but they coverthe great bulk of the Fanukhabad 
records. They are of value not only in facilitating refereucc to the 
Fan ukhabad records but in showing generally the nature of the records 
in the Commissioner’s o9ice. Unfortunately th(^ guard-books of the 
records appertaining to the Fa,rriikhabad district were rather hurriedly 
made up, with the result that several of the letters are misplaced : revenue 
letters sometimes being placed in customs volumes , etc., ard occasionally 
a document relating to another district occurs in a Faimkhabad volrme. 



( 212 ) 


r ■ 

Tile correfipoiidence of the A^ent to the Governor General relating 
to the Nawab of Farrukhabad id to be found among the political corres- 
poudeuce of a general nature. 

Tne Farrukhabad revenue correspondence runs from 1809 to 1857 
but there are some gaps in the series. Prior to 1829 the correspondence 
is between the Board of Bevenue or Board of Commissioners-and various 
odicers. Subsequent to 1829 the correspondence is between the Com¬ 
missioner and various officers. 

The more important subjects dealt with in the revenue correspondence 
prior to 1829 are pensions, settlements, contingent bills, petitions, sales 
and attaciment of lands for arrears of revenue and in execution of rent 
decrees, revenue balances, ferry dues, kariungos, remission of land 
revenue, confinement of rnalguzars for arrears of revenue, transfer of 
shares of defaulting rnalguzars, excise, liquor shops, treasure tumbrils, 
daks, distillery, salaries, appointments, Government buildings, office 
furniture, stamps and stamp-vendors, farming of estates and abkari 
duties, tahsildars, peshkars, daftaris, and other officials, badges for peons, 
muafis, boat hire, medical ecHihear^e, changes of Collectors, (charge 
certificates, abuses practised by native officers, the invasion of Jaswant 
Rao Holkar, changes in tahbils, dastaks, subsistence allowance, prisoners, 
alluvial lands, boats lor transport of grain, mutation of names, village 
watchmijn, o])iuTn, commercial dep6t buildings, circulation of copper pice, 
nankar allowanct's, annual invaliding committee, rewards to tahsildars 
and to non-offieials, suits against Government, temporary employees, 
boundary pillars, dismissal of Government servants, leases, estates held 
khara, private houses in cantonments, artillery practice ground, tents for 
Collector, thefts from the treasury, military pensioners, leave to officers, 
stamp daroghas, malikana, stationery, salt, court of wards, jagirs, muk- 
kadams, brick kilns, lours of Collectors in their districts, travelling 
allowances oi the Collector and his staff, rewards for killing wolves and 
tiger-i, land measurement and standard of measure, rnirdahas, advances 
for the construction of wells, circulation of rupees, kharbandi lands, 
mazkuri peons, supplies to troops, escorts, distribution of potato seeds, 
stamp frauds, irrigation, suspension of land revenue, disputes between 
the Magistrate and the Collector, forest lands, boundary disputes, grants 
of land for building purposes. 

There is also correspondence on the following subjects :— 

The Nawab of Farrukhabad, the sale of the Board’s cutcherry at 
Farrukhabad for Rs 1,500 in 1822 and the Farrukhabad mint. (Tne mint 
correspondence relates to such subjects as mint buildings, machinery, 
cost of manufacture of rupees, improvement of the mint, Officers of 
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the niint, oiiUurn of the mint, assay offic^T, counterfeit coin, pensions to 
employees, superintendence of meltings, receipts and disbiirst inents). 

The correspondence subsequent to 1829 is by no means complete. 
For example, only one revenue administration report, namely that for 
1H45-4G, has been pre:'erved. The corre'^pondence ischietly, but not entirely, 
with the Collector, the Board of Revenue and the Judge. 

The records show how small were the powers of the Collector. He 
could noL, without, higher sanction, appoint or dismiss a patwari or 
sweeper. In 1842 the Board refused to apply to Govornnumt for sanction 
of an employment of a sweeper on Its. 3 a month for tlie Collector’s 
office. 

It, was necessary to obtain the sanction of Governmimt through the 
Commissioner and the Boird of Itevenne to the writing off of the sum 
of Rs. 3-8-3 lost in providing Hour for troops passing through the district 
in 1852. 

This series of records contains a number of monthly, quarterly, half 
yearly and annual statements. 

Some of the subjects dealt with by these statements are reven-ue 
collections, camp equipage, tour expenses, fixed establishment, temporary 
establishments, pensions, summary suits decided, talbana charges, land 
revenue, kist bandi, subor dinate officers, revenue balances, takavi balances, 
revenue deman 1 and collectioiis, takavi deniaim and collections, lakhirnj 
cases, dates of despatch of returns, business statement, abkari and stamp 
receipts and chai ges, diet allowance disbursed and recovered from defaul¬ 
ters in the civil jail, progress made in executing Civil Court decrees, 
list of unanswered rofeivnces, wells in the district, work performed by 
the Deputy Collectors under Regulation IX of 1833. 

Other subjects dealt with in this correspondence are calls for infor¬ 
mation and opinion, reports on petitions, suits against the Collector, 
grant of leave, transfer of leases, travelling allowance, counterfeit coin, 
explanations of revenue and takavi balances, farming lauds in arrears, 
dismissal of officials, alluvial lands, transfer of villages from one district 
to another, seLtlemeut accounts, remission of land revenue, opium 
and abkari settlement, revenue tauzis, indices to English correspondence, 
summary settlements, boundary disputes, resumption of muafis, supplies 
for troops, sales of estates, revision of establishment, pensions, (there is 
much corrospoiideuce regarding pensions) suits to which Government is a 
party, commission to stamp vendors, remittance of treasure, arranging 
of records, takavi, survey of villages, camping grounds, alluvial land 
disputes (including one with the King of Oiidh about an island in tbe 
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Ganges), weather reports,crop outturn, the ( xpeneliturc of Rs. 15,G3G12-G 
by the Collector on employuient of (losiitute poor in the famine of 
1887-38, village police (there is inueii e<»rrespou(]euee on tliis subject), 
repairs to government buildings, local agencies, Eoad Fund, destruction 
of wolves and wild animals, preparation of held maps, rules for patwaais, 
rules for vorid of wine and spirits, changes in the channel of the Ganges, 
hot weather establishments, indents for lithograpliic forms, leave 
of officials, verihoation of descriptive rolls of recruits, Road Fund 
Committee, pauper suits, postage stamps (from 185 4 onward), education 
of patwaris, cultivation of melons near the fort at Fatehgarh, amins, fees 
of patwaris, copper rain gauges ami nazul. 

Toe recor.ls include a memoraadurn written in 1S42 hy Mr Thomason, 
Mv in' er of the Sii Ider Bo.ird of Revenue, on the state of the Farriikha- 
bad collectorship. 

The judicial corro-ipondenco dates from tlio 2nd Marcli, l82f), and ends 
wil )i 1st of June, 1857. Thus there are letters relating to t lie Mutiny. 

coi resp )rrlenee is chiclly between the (./ommissioner and the Magis¬ 
tral e of Farriikhahad, the Joint Magistrate, tlu^ Secretaries to the Road 
Fund and Ferry Fund Commitiuis, Covtrnment and the Nizamut 
Adawlut 

The correspondence is, l)y no means, e.empletc and some important 
letti'Ts have been destroyed. For example, the letter of the Magistrate 
of F !..rrukhabad, date I the 4th of February, 1 88J, d(\aling with tiui future 
faith!!(' p licy, which was circulated to all Magistiat.cs, appears to have 
1 een destroyed, (/orrespoudeiice relating to the famine of 1888 is scanty. 
On tile 11th August, 1837, the Magistrate reports distress and suggest,s 
the employment of agriculturists on road construction. Three days later 
he relates the measures ho has adopted to suppress crime. On the 17th 
of August he reports increase of crime und from the 21st of August to 
the 10th of vSeptembor, on which day good rain fell, the Magistrate sends 
a daily report of crime. Rs. 528 were spent up to the end of 1887 on extra 
police on account of distress. On the 18th February, 1828, the Magistrate 
aske I for some of the Irregular Horse at Bareilly to be sent to the district 
to prevent the plunder of the rabi crops. The Government spent 
Rs, 1,78,086 on relief in the Farrukhabad district and Rs. 8,000 was 
contributed by the Central Relieving Committee at Calcutta. 

Much of the correspondence is taken up with Jails and prisoners, 
the chief subjects dealt with being jail guards, diet of prisoners; jail 
discipline^ extortion and other misconduct of jailors, employment of 
prisoners on the roads and on pulling paukbas and raising water. A 
tread-mill was set up in the Fatehgarh jail but this proved a failure. lu 
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1838 the ralion system was introduccid into the Fateligarh jail in lien of 
the money daily allowance which had hitherto been given. 

Fatchgarh being on the borders of Oudh, there is a good deal of 
corre.^pondence regarding disordeis in Oudh and crimes committed in the 
district by residents of that provinee. 

There is much correspondence regarding crime. The Commissioner 
ceased to be the Sessions J ndge in 1833 but coiitiiuieil to perform the 
functions of Superintendent of Police until the Mutiny. Prior to 1833 
tlie records contain numbers of proceedings of the Commissioner in 
criminal trials and rep orts on Ids sessions calendar and jdl deliveries. 
The correspondence relating to crim.) deals with rewards for capturing 
daeoits and other protdaimed offenders, suppression of daeoity in 
Oudh, registers of bad characters, annual statements showing the mini* 
bers of e’nldren murdered on account of their ornaments, half-yearly 
statements giving abstracts of heinous crimes, orders of the Nizamut 
Adawlut in eases of murkier, daeoity and other set’ious offences, escape 
of e.onvicts working on roads and Howards for the ca|»tiire of 
the same, reports of burglaries, thefts, poisoning, daoities, rapes, etc , 
tlie investing of tahsildars with police janvers, polices reports, escorts for 
prisoners, embezzlements, affrays by sepoys, suttees, abduction of married 
women, the mutiny of troops of Her Highness the Baya Bai in 18:14, 
distnrb;LiK;es in the district, handcuffs for prisoners, Justices of the Peace, 
cow sacrificcj, (juarrels between Hindus and Muhammadans aiid Thugs. 

As the Magistrate had to obtain the Commissiom^r’s sanction for all 
contingent expenditure, there is miicii correspondence between the Com¬ 
missioner and the Magistrate on this subject. The expenditure of a 
few annas on repairing a door had to be sanctioned by the Comriiissiouer. 
The sanction of the Commissioner was not given as a matter of course ; 
in 1841 the Commissioner refused to sanction the payment of Rs. 7-11-8 
fur broad cloth for the Magis: rate’s table. A few months later the Com¬ 
missioner sent to the Magistrate, W. Cumingham, the recipe of a mix¬ 
ture for killing white ants and intimated the Magistrate could indent for 
its cost. The Magistrate, doubtless mindful of the broad cloth incident, 
replied that the recipe was too expensive to adopt. 

The Magistrate had to submit a large number of returns to the Com¬ 
missioner and many of these have been preserved. Among others men- 
tion may be made of registers of bad characters, half-yearly statements of 
prisoners in confinement, statements showing the expenses of jail and 
police establishment, annual police reports, annual reports on the admin¬ 
istration of criminal justice, annual reports of works of public utility 
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construofced by privafc.^ persons, reports on work done by Joint and 
Assistant Magistrates, annual crime returns on the Grand Trunk Road. 

There is a good deal of correspondence about roads, hiidges and 
ferries. There were a Ferry Fund Committee, and a Road Fund Com¬ 
mittee at Farrukhabad. 

In 1849 Mr. Kobcits of the Gun Carriage Factory offered to ply 
a forry steamer for use during the rains. This offer was refused by the 
Government. The Court of Directors did not approve of the action of 
the Government and the correspondence with Mr. Roberts was re opened 
but nothing seems to have come out of it. 

In 1852 Messrs. Greensway and Company, laid down a tramway on 
the sands leading to the bridge of boats. 

There is some correspondence relating to the administration of tl.e 
oath to oflfi(;ers. Officials had to take three separate oaths, the oath of 
supremacy, the oath of allegiance and the oath of offi e. The form of 
oath was prescribed by a (loveriiinent Resolution dated the 14th Oei.oher 
1820. On the accession of the Queen Victoria the legal advisor to the 
Government gave tt as Ids opinion that all officers should take fresh 
oaths, accordingly the Nizamut Adawliit deputed j\Ir. Lang especially 
from Bengal to administer the oath to all officers in the JS^orth-Westera 
Provinces. 

Other snbjcvts dealt with in this (correspondence ai‘e Munsifs and their 
jurisdiction, 8iidder Amins, amalgamation of tiie office ol ]\Iagist,rat e and 
Collector in provincial baUallon, method of addressing offi(;ials iu 

correspondence. (In 1''32 it was ordered that the East Indians were to he 
addressed Esquire and Indians Azim-ul-(|adr}, uniform of barkandazes, 
hospitals, cholera (cholera medicunes liad to bo kept at every thaua), 
sarais, staging bungalows, Grand Trunk ILmd, camping grounds, bardashb 
khanas, marbalas, orphan asylum, mewalis, weiglils and measures, 
counterfeit coins, pariah dogs, road overseers, native vaccinators, punkha 
coolies, kotvvali building, kotwal, permits to Europeans to reside iu the 
district, repairs of buildings, cantonment lands, transfer of t( 3 rritory 
from one district to another, leave of officers, deaths of offi( ers, changes 
of Magistrates, Magistrates and Collectors, Joint Magistrates and Assis¬ 
tant Surgeons, guards, deaths of military officers, petitions, chaukidari 
tax, boundary disputes, office furniture, pensions, lunatics, indents for 
lithographic forms, Magistrate’s tours, insane hospital, gun>carriagG 
factory, fires, Maharaja Dalip Singh, visits of the Governor General, 
fire balloons and fire works. 



Number 

of 
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V—Table showing the contents of the bastas. 

Contents. 


(1 to 5) Correspondence of a general nature. 

(One volume of revenue letters to and from Government. 

^ I Two volumes ,, ,, Board of Revenue. 

I One volume ol“ miscellaueous revenue Cf)i respondeuce. 

(^One ,, revenue circulars issued by the Commissioner. 
2 f Three volumes „ ,, ,, ,, 

^Foiir ,, politioal correspondence. 

r Three volumes of judicial letters received from Government. 
^ ,, ,, issued to Government. 

/ Four volumes of judicial circular.s from Governmt'nt. 

4, V One volume of miscellaneous judicial letters received. 

V ,, ,, issued. 

5. Six volumes of letters and circulars from and to the Nizaraut 

Ada whit. 

(G to 17) Correspondence relating to the Agra district. 
flievonuc letters issued by Board of Commis- 
^ sioners between ... ... ... 1810 and 1829. 




Revenue letters received by Board of Com- 


ndesioners betvs^een ... ... ... 1809 

7. Revenue letters received by Beard of Com- 


1816. 



mis sioners 

between 

... 1817 „ 

00 

8. 

Six volumes of revenue letters received betw 

oenl829 ,, 

1845. 

9. 


»» >) 

... 184G „ 

1855. 

10. 

{ Throe ,, 


... 1855 ,, 

1857. 


„ „ issued 

... 1829 „ 

1857. 

11. 

Five 

judicial „ received 

... 1822 „ 

1838. 

12. 


»> Jf M 

... 1838 „ 

1843. 

13. 


M M 

... 1844 „ 

1852. 

14. 


»I ->1 V 

... 18x53 ,, 

1857. 

15. 

Eight ,, 

issue 1 

... 1829 „ 

1857. 

16. 

17. 

Six ,, 

of correspondence relating to thn city of Agra, 
containing files relating to— 


The Taj Mahal. 
Agra Fort. 
Fatehpur-Sikri. 
Sikandrs. 
Etimad*ud-daula. 
Agra cotton farm. 


30 
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(18 io 23) Correspondence relating to the Mainpnri district. 


18. Six volumes of revenue 

letters received 

... 1824 to 

1841. 

19. „ 


»> »> 

... 1842 „ 

1854. 


>» 

>• 

... 1854 „ 

1857. 

iTwo ,, 

»» 

„ issued 

... 1824 „ 

1856. 

21. Five ,, 

judicial 

,, received 

.. 1829 „ 

1841. 

22. Six 


»> j> 

... 1841 ,, 

1853. 

oo f Three 

>» 

»> »i 

... 1853 „ 

1857. 



„ issued 

.. 1829 „ 

1857. 


(24) Corresponds ice relating to the lEtah district. 

24. Eight volumes of eorrespondence. 

(25 to 2^) Corresiiondence relating io the Muttra district. 



[ Correspondence between the Board of Cominis- 




j aioners and 



25. J 

1 (1) Mr. Boulderson on deputation, 

1 (2) The Co] lectoi'of Saidabad. 



1 

Five volunites oi jevenue letters rocoiverl from 
the Collocutor of Mattra 

1883 to 

1849. 

26.] 

fFive volumes of rovenucj letters received 

1851 „ 

1857. 

LOne volume ,, ,, issued 

1833 ,, 

18:>6. 

27. 

Five volumes of judicial ,, received 

1832 „ 

1844. 

28. ] 

r Four ,, 

1844 .. 

1857. 

^ One volume of „ ,, issued 

1832 „ 

1856. 

(29 to 37) Correspondence relating to the Etawah district. 


29. 

Loose revenue cor respond (!iice of the old 




Etawah district 

1810 to 

1820. 

30. 

Five volumes of revenue and judicial corres¬ 




pondence of the Etawah sub-division 

1824 „ 

1837. 

31. 

Six volumes of revenue and judicial corres- 




pojidcnce of the Bela sub-division 

1824 „ 

1837. 

32. 

Six voluznes of revenue letters received from 




the Collector of Etawah 

1836 „ 

1847. 

33. 

Six volumes of revenue letters rectoved from 




the Collector of Etawzih 

1847 „ 

1854. 

34. 

Three volumes of revenue letters received 
from the Collector of Etawah ... 

Two volumes of revenue letters issued to the 

1854 „ 

1857. 


Collector of Etawah 

1837 „ 

1857. 


Four volumes of revenue statements. 
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35. Six volumes of judicial letters received 

36 . .1 If ly y, 

gy f Four If yy yy yy 

I Two ,, ,, ,, issued 


... 1837 to 1844, 
... 1845 „ 1853, 
... 1854 „ 1857, 
... 1837 „ 1857. 


(38 (o 43) Correspondence relating to the Farrukhabad district. 


38. 

Seven volumes of revenue correspondeiice . 

.. 1809 to 

1825. 

39. 

1 ) 

i> >> yy 

.. 1825 „ 

1S4L 

40. 

i > 

>) »• ft 

.. 1842 „ 

1857. 

41. 

Six 

„ judicial „ 

.. 1829 „ 

1838. 

42. 


}) f> }t 

.. 1838 „ 

1850. 

43. 

Five 

3 > a 

.. 1850 „ 

1857. 


(44 to 48) Customs correspondence. 

t 

44. Six volumes of letters received from the Col¬ 

lector of Customs, Agra 

45, Six volumes of letters received from the Col- 


1808 to 1831. 


lector of Customs, Agra ... ... 1832 ,, 1857. 

f Five volumes of letters issued to the Collec- 
1 tor of Customs, Agra ... ... 1809 „ 1857. 

I One volume of correspondence with Collector 


^ of Customs, Etawah, 

Five volumes ol’corrcspundeuce with Deputy 


47. 


I Collector of Customs, Modal. 

Three volumes of correspondence of a general 


^ nature. 

48. Nine volumes of correspondence with Far¬ 
rukhabad Custom House ... ... 1810 „ 1852. 



CHAPm XVII. 

PEE-MUTINY EECOEDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAGISTRATE 
AND COLLECTOR, AGRA- 

The only pre-mulin}' records existing in this office are— 

Some settlement registers. 

A bill book for the period 1853-63. 

A register of political and charitable pensions. 

One volume containing files relating to the Taj and other public 
buildings at Agra. (At the beginning of this volume there is 
a lilt of the files it contains.) 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

PRE'MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAGISTRATE 
AND COLLECTOR, ETAWAH. 

In November, 1858, Mr. A. 0. Hume, Magistrate and Collector of 
Etawah, wrote: “ The entire records of Sudder Office, Englieh and verna¬ 
cular have been destroyed—a selection of the most valuable of these 
escaped for a time, but they too ultimately perished.” 

This is not quite correct. Two files and the Ooverament of Agra 
Gazette for the year 1854, which happened to be out of the record room 
at the time of its destruction escaped and still exist. 

The files have been bound up in two volumes:— 

(1) A settlement file of the years 1821 and 1822 including a printed 

extract from the memorandum prepared on the 1st May 1819, 
by the Secretary to Government and the printed proceedings 
of Governnicnt,^ dated the 22nd December 1822. 

(2) A file of 1842 containing general statements in acres and 

annual jama statemente of parganas Etawah, Phaphund, Bela, 
Aurayia, Barhpura, Dulhi and Lakhna. 



OflAPTER XIX. 

PBB-MUTIIfY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAGlStRAflf 
AND COLLECTOR, MAINPURL 

The records at Mainpuri were destroyed iu the mutiny. 

There is iu the record room a guard book which contains some 
original documents giving an account, written by eye-witnesses, ot the 
Tisiugat Mainpuri iu 1857. 



CHAPTER XX. 

PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAOISTRATB 
AND COLLECTOR, ALIGARH, 

The mutineers destroyed in 1857 all the Government records at 
Aligarh. 

There are in the record room a few copies of revenue papers relat¬ 
ing chiefly to land acquired for public purposes. 

These have been listed and pasted in a guard book. 



CHAPTER XXI. 


PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE 
COMMISSIONER OF THE ALLAHABAD DIVISION- 

I.—History of the Allahabad and Jhansi divisions. 

II. —Classification of the records. 

HI.—Descriptive account of the records. 

IV.—Registers containing abstracts of letters issued and received, 
1807-57. 

V.—Table showing contents of Bastas. 

N,B —There urfi in this record room records belonging to the following districts that 
are no longer in the division— 

BiiridelkhanJ from lh07 to 1818. 

Biinda from 18's9 to 1B5B. 

Hamirpur from 1821) to 185H. 

I - History of the Allahabad and Jhansi divisions. 

As the Ifistory of the flhansi division is closely connected with that 
of the Allahabad division, it is (’onveiiient to deal with them toget her. 
When Commissioners of Revenue and Circuit wme appointed in JS29, the 
sixth or Cawiip division conj])riscd the districts of-— 

('awnpori', 

Bela (part of the pre.seiit Etawah distri(;t). 

North Ihindelkliand (Haiuirpiir) 

and the seveiitli or Allahabad division consisl.ed of the following 
dial ricts — 

Allahabad, 

Fateh pur, 

South Hiiiidelkhand ( Banda). 

'fins arrangmrient persisted I'or a few years only. In January, 1835, 
the seventh or Allahabad and the sixib or Ca.wnpore divisions were 
abolirshed, and for a short period the live Collectors jorn'sponded directly 
with the Board oi Keveuui;. 

In ,ini\c, l(S3a, there was a general re-arraugomeni. of ('Commissioner- 
shl})s. This was etfected because the appoiiuaiuMit of Sessions Judges 
relieved Cornmi.ssiont rs of circuit duties. 

Out of tlie eleven divisions that had previously existed .seven were 
made, namely the Meerut, Agra, Bareilly. Allahabad and Benares divi¬ 
sions and the political charges of the Delhi and the Saugor and Nerbudda 
territories. In these ohangos the old sixtli and seventh divisions became 
one—the filth division. 
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In 18^5 p.arganas Kalpi and Kunch were t.rani^feri’ed from the 
jurisdiction of the Ooiumissioiier of the Allahabad division to that of 
the Agcuit to the Governor General in the Siugor and Nerbndda terri¬ 
tories, and continned to remain under that ofhccn- when lie became 
Commissioner of the dhansi division in 185S. 

In that year Haniirpur was also added to the latter division, but 
re-transFeried to the Allahabad division in 1863. 

In 1858 the Jhansi division was formed out of the territories that had 
hitherto Imen subordinate to tbe Agent of the Governor General in the 
Saiigor and Nerbndda territories. 

The iiiicleiis of this division was the dalaiin state vvhicli lapsed to the 
Brit isli on tlie death of Bao Govind Rao. 

This territory was not included in the regulation provin “os but placed 
under a superintendent subordinate to the Agent of the Governor General. 

In 1844 Soindia’s share', of the Cliandori territory came under Hritisli 
rule as a guarantee for the payment of tlie Gwalior contingent. From 
that year the Agent to the Governor (ieiieral exmeised sujiorvision over 
the following odicers ; — 

Idle Siiperiiiteudont of Jndaun, 

The Assistant for Scindia’s dominions at Gwalior. 

Tne Suporiiiteiideiit of Ohairhud at Lalitpnr. 

Ou the death of Gauga lhar liao without heirs iu 1853 his iiossessions 
in Jhansi lapsed to the Britisli These were mit rusted to the charge of a 
Superintendent, who was aho placed in snbordinatioii to the Agent to 
the Govi'riior General. From that ye.ir the ahov(3 territory was ruled 
under a system which approached more nearly to that of th(3 I'egulation 
districts : blit it was not until 1858 that it hecamo a regular division 
under a Commissioner. 

In 1891 the dhaii.-^i and Allahabad divisions were amalgamated and 
the Jhansi records brought to Allahabad. When tht' divi.sions were 
again separated in 1911 most of the pro mutiny records appertaining 
to Jhansi were sent to Jhansi where they now are. 

II—Classification of the records. 

These records are in a most confuted state. It may Ix^ said of them — 
classification there is none and their arrangenumt is horrid. 

For many years they were kept folded in four and l ilvl up in monthly 
bundles. In 1870 the work of opeumg tdiem out, miking them into 
tiles and listing them was takou up. This work orcupied nine years ami 
cost a largo sum ; but, as almost invariably bappeii^’ when Lin^ work of 
tins kind is entrusted to any but speualists, the last state of the records 
is worse than the first. 


31 
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The wisdom of the policy «of makiog up into files papers of which 
•the interest is almost entirely historical is questionable. 

A preferable method of arranging the records would have been to 
follow the complete classified lists or abstracts of letters issued and 
received which exist for each year from 1807 onwards. Had this 
method been adopted und the records arranged chronologically the 
entiies in the abstract registers dealing with letters that have been 
weeded could have been scored out and then the finding of a record 
would have been a comparatively simple matter. When the process 
of arranging the records was stopped after it had lx en in progress nine 
years scarcely a single file was completed and the very large number of 
letters dating from 1808 onwards, which had not been placed in their 
pre per files, were tied up in bundles in a state of disorder. 

In 1904 the records were arranged and listed. Those lists have 
been piintedand form three volumes headed“ Commissioner’s Office, Allah- 

ad Division, Premutiny Records, volumes land II. and Commissioner’s 
Office, Allahabad Division, Judicial, and Jhansi (Jubbulporc) Pre-mutiny 
Records, volume I." When these printed lists were prepared the 
existence of the unarranged letters had been lost sight of. After these 
were subsequently discovere l some of them w^ere pasted into guard books 
without being properly arranged. At a still later date numbers 
of bundles of records were discovered. These records have been 
arranged chronologically and placed unbound in basias containing the 
papers of the year to which they relate. Thus the finding of a record 
IS not altogether an easy matter. Another source of confusion is the 
frequent changes in the Allahabad and Jhansi divisions which have 
occurred in the past. 

In 1835 parganas Kalpi and Kunch were transferred from the juris¬ 
diction of the Commissioner of the Allahabad division, to that of the 
Agent to the Governor General in the Saugor and Nerbudda territories 
a. d continued to remain under that officer when he becam3 Commissioner 
of the Jiiansi division in 1858. But by no means all the Kalpi and 
Kunch records were transferred to the Agent in 1835. These are now 
in this record room instead of that of the Commissioner of the Jhansi 
division and arc mixed up with the letters of the Allahabad division 
districts. 

In 1858 the Hamirpur district was transferred from the Allahab id 
to the Jhansi division and retransferred to Allahabad in 1863. In 1911 
Hamirpur again became part of the Jhansi division to which it now 
belongs. 

Banda waa in the Allahabad division till 1911, 



( 227 ) 

The pre-mutiny records both of the Hamirpur and the Banda districos 
are in the Commissioner's Office at Allahabad. 

Any existing document must be in one of four places. These places 
are— 

(1) The file to which it belongs. These files have been listed in the 

printed lists referred to above. 

(2) In one of the guard books containing miscellaneous unlisted 

letters of the year to which the paper belongs. 

(3) The unbound papers of the year. These are tied up in bastas, 

the revenue papers being separated from the customs 
records. 

(4) Too 41 bound volumes containing pre-mutiny records which are 

placed in bastas nos. 22 to 27. The majority of these volumes 
are copies made in registers of letters issued by the Commis¬ 
sioner. 

The classification (if the arrangement deserves such a name) of the 
records of this office is as follows :— 

(1) Miscellaneous records. 

(a) Six volumes of correspondence relating to the Ex-Amirs of Sindh, 
1848 to 1853, tied up in basta no. 22. 

(h) Five volumes of revenue circulars 1830 to 1839, tied up in basta 
no. 23. 

(c) Eight volumes of copies of revenue letters issued by the Commis¬ 

sioner of the Hamirpur division, 1829-32, tied up in basta no. 24. 

(d) Thive volumes of revenue letters issued by the Commissioner of 

the Allahabad division, 1829, lied up in basta no. 25. 

(e) One volume of c(>pios of judicial letters issued by the Comrnis 

sioner of the Allahabad division, 1829, iied up in basta no. 25. 
(/) Two volumes of lo! rs to the Commissioner from the Board of 
Revenue, 1829-1833. tied up iu basta no. 26. 

(g) One volume of letters from the Civil Auditor, 1838-39, tied up ia 

basta no. 26. 

(h) One volume of judicial circulars 1838-39, tied up in basta no. 26. 

(f) One volume of settlement circulars 1833-38, tied up in basta 

no. 26. 

(j) Two volumes of letters from the Board of Revenue to the Com¬ 

missioner of the Hamirpur division, 1829 30, tied up in basta 
no, 26. 

(k) Eleven miscellaneous registers, 1819'1837, tied up in basta no, 27, 
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(2) Revenue files ami correspondence, 

(tt) Copies of (;r)i 1 ospoiideuee of the Kesideiit nt Benares, 1789 to 
180.L tied up in bast a no. 28. 

(6) Copies of foi i e'^jKtndtmeo of the CollecLor of Benares, 1806, tied 
up in basta no. 28. 

(e) Copies the (-(jrrespondenee of the Collector of Cawnpore, 1803 
to 1807, tied up in basta no. 28. 

{d) A larg(' (jimntity of tiles and Trii.secllanoons correspondence of 
th(‘ period 1806 to 1857. These are tied np in bastas nos. 29 
to 292. 

(3) Judicial files and correspondence. 

A lari.;e number of files and corres])on(lence covering the period 1819 
to 1857, tiul up in bastas nos. 293 to 298. 

Ill - Descriptive account of the Records. 

(I) Miacellancous records. 

(a) Correspondevice relating to ilie ex-Arnirs of Sindh. 

Originally th(‘ie were (bur of these ex-Amirs and they were placed 
lu charge oi Assistant Surgeon It. Colluui. dd»e first four volumes of this 
series aia; tla^ letter books ot Col him. They (contain drafts of letters 
issued by birri written in (ns own hand, a hjvv letters received by him 
and numerous eopii's of corres])ondence relating to the ex-Amirs. 

The eorrespoiidence opens with a letter from Colluin, dated the 8th 
of flline 1844, siiyiiig that tlu' tx-Aniirs would leave Moorshedabad en 
nnite lor lla/.arihagh on the lollowing day. They reached Patna on 
JiiiK' the 26th, and Ilazaribagh oii July the 13bb, and ou the 6th 
they ex])iessed themselves in the lollowing terms regarding Hazari- 
bagh: “ The climate of ibis phu'C is both temperate and suitable to us ; 
the well-water is swei't and delicious . . . Coverimient having iu 

accordaiuu' with our (oudition and their own dignity ac^ted towards us with 
so much consideration we shall ever be most grateful for the same.” 

The restraint put on lln^si* Amirs was very mild and lenient consist¬ 
ing mertdy in their ])eing visited daily by Collum at their separate 
resideiuas. 

The l(‘l ter bot)ks contain a large number of letters and petitions 
from the I'x-Aiiiirs to various exalted personages such as Viscount Har- 
dinge the idovri o: Coiioial, tho Court of Directors, Major General Sir 
C. J. Napier, (I C If, (fovernor of Sind, Sir Herbert Maddock, President 
of the Supremo Couricil of India, and later to the Earl of Dalhousic, 
Governor General of India. Sometimes Persian copies of petitions are 
inserted, and in evi'ry case English translations. These petitions relate 
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to various subjects and are largely requests for increased allowances. 
One of them contains a complaint regarding their treatment by Sir 
Charles Napier. Later, the Amirs requested that their women folk 
might be allowed to come to them. 

In 1846, when the prize booty taken in Sind was distributed, the 
eX'Amirs were allowed by Government to select from this any articles 
which they particularly prized. The records contain several lists of 
such articles. 

The ex-Amirs were so well-behaved that the Government wished that 
as little restraint as possible should be placed on them, and this was 
impressed on Dr. Collurn. On the 11th of May 1846 the latter reported 
that “ since the period the ex-Amirs have been located at llazari- 
bagh, nearly two years ago, they have not been subjected to any restraint 
to residing or demeaning themselves as private individuals, they have 
been allowed uniformly to proceed of their own free will and desire 
to all parts of this immediate neighbourhood on hunting and pleasure 
excursions.’’ 

In August, I(S46, the; (vx Amir Mir Ilusam Ali Khan was permitted 
to go to Dum Duni on a viAit of eondolence to his relations tliere. 

In February, l84T, the ex-Ainirs were allowed to go to Benares and 
from thence they went to Ghazipur, halting one day on the banks of the 
Ganges to euj<>y boating and lishing. They liked Ghazipur so much 
that tiiey asked permission to reside there, and this was granted, and 
they went thither with Dr. Colluin to find ac-cornmodatiou. Tae Judge 
agreed to let them live in the Civil Jail, but the Local Government 
made some dilliculties about this and eventually the id('a of tlieir 
residing at Gliazipur was abandoned, but they had grown tired of the 
dullness of Hazaribagh. Early in 1851 they asked to be allowed to 
resid(; at Allahabad. This was sanctioned. They were given option of 
dwelling in the fort or in the powder house at Fhaphamau. They chose 
the latter place, of residence, objecting to the fort on account of its being 
hot and of the rules and restrictions in the fort and the presence of other 
state prisoners there. Colluin and one of the Amirs paid an advance 
visit to Allahabad in order to select a residence and have it converted into 
a suitable zanana. After their arrival at Allahabad, Surgeon Colhim, 
who was not in good health, took leave and the Commissioner, 11. 
Lovvther, became their Superintendent. The last volume of the series 
contains copies of letters issued in connection with them by the Com¬ 
missioner as Superintendent. The Commissioner’s letter book is not so 
interesting as Collum’s, it contains no copies of petitions and the corres¬ 
pondence is chiefly of a routine nature relating to drafts, medicines for 
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the prisoners, etc. After Collum gave over charge, an Indian Doctor was 
commissioned to attend the ex-Amirs. 

In 1856 the ix-Amirs, who were still alive, were allowed to reside 
in Hyderabad, Sind, and, with their departure from Allahabad, this 
correspondeuce ends. 

(^)>(^), (d),(e), (f).(o),(h), (j ).—These do not require any separate 
de^crip ion; most of them appertain to the files described below and 
which have bee n listed in the printed lists already mentioned. The 
ofiGco copies of letters issued being in bound registers cannot be placed 
in the files to which they belong. 

The guard books containing circulars, etc., could be broken up and 
the contents placed in the proper files 

(i) SeiLlemmt Circulars, 1833-1838.—These relate to the settle¬ 
ments in tl.e Allahabad division conducted in accordance with the pro- 
vibiou.s of Regulation JX oC 1833. 

Some account of the nature of this settlement has been given in 
descriplion of series VII of the proceedings of the Board of Revenue 
(page 08). 

(k) Miscellaneous Registers, 1819-1837.-•-These eleven registers are 
tied up in basta and a list of them is given in the table showing 
the contents of the bastas in this ofiice (page 235). 

(2) Rf venue fihs and correspondence. 

These have 1 een listed in volumes 1 and II of the Printed Lists 
entitled “ Commissioner s Office, Allahabad Division, Pre-Mutiny 
Reemds,” 

Many of the files relate to settlement, treasury accounts, ofiSce 
establishments, pensions and charitable allowances, sales of lands, 
peliiions, grants ol land, customs and town duties, commissions of Collec¬ 
tors of Customs, Custom Houses, rates of Customs duties, establish¬ 
ment of Custom Houses, cash abstracts of Cus om Houses, Custom 
chaukis, salt, app ujtmout, dismissal, and punishment of Cusioms officials, 
refund of CiisLoms duties, abuses in the Customs department, farm 
of town duties. (The Customs correspondence seems to end with the 
year 1820.) 

An attempt was apparently made to make up one file per annum 
for each district of the division and put under it several sub-heads, thus 
file no. 3 of 1826, containing 58 papers is headed “ Relating to the follow- 
ing subjects of the Allahabad district” 

(a) Revenue demands, (h) District balances, (c) Malguzars, 
(d)TdkB>wit(e) Alluvion, (f)ganj lands in the occupation of the 
Raja of Benares, (g) Application from the Hon, R, Elphinstone 
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to hold .50 biglias of land, (h) Division of the Allahabad collec- 
toTSLte,fiJ Increase of powers of Tahsildars, I**'®!' 
revenue management and proposed rewards to Tahsiidars, 
(k) Emplo 3 ’ment of kanungos, Cultivation of poppy, 
Public works, (n) Military. 

But, not only were all the papers dealing with these subjects not 
placed in the file, there is a separate file for the settlement of fort 
lines in 1826, and one relating to the pension of Hasan Shah of Allahabad 
district. Again, for the year 1826, there are no fewer than 8 files rela¬ 
ting to Cawnpore. Of these 6 relate to one subject and 2 have each 
4 sub-heads. 

Among the subjects for which files have been made up mention may 
be made of the following : — 

Takavi, ferries and ghats, sales of land for the arrears of revenue, 
discharge in 1810 of the irregular horse establishment of the Allahabad 
collectorate, muafis, pensions, pilgrim tax, sayar, court of wards, roads 
and bridges, house tax, potato seeds, civil courts at Cawnpore, floods, 
opium, sale of lands, summary suits, confinement of malguzars for arrears 
of revenue, misconduct of officials, courts-martial, application for leave 
of officials, changes of Collectors and other officials, the misconducjt of 
Mr. Rivenscrofc in 1816, contingent bills, salary bills, establishment 
bills, charges for remittances, appropriation of land for cantonments and 
other Government purposes, the construction and repairs of Government 
buildings, pitwaris, counterfeit coins, inefficient balances, tours of 
officers, partitions, robberies, destruction of wolves, weather reports, 
stamps and stamped paper, dacoities, chaukidars, nazul, unanswered refer¬ 
ences, barkandazes, the maintenance of records and revenue surveys. 

From 1841 onwards, revenue annual administration reports for the 
division occur. 

Speaking generally, the records in the Commissioner’s Office, which 
are voluminous, cover all branches of the Commissioner’s jurisdiction. 
Unfortunately they have not been well arranged. It must be noted 
that these records contain the correspondence before 1857 of the Collec¬ 
tors of Bundelkhand, Banda and Hamirpur with the Commissioner. 

(S) Judicial files and correspondence* 

The files have been listed in part I of the printed volume entitled 
“ Commissioner’s office, Allahabad division, Judicial, and Jhansi (Jubbul- 
pore) Pre-Mutiny Records, volume I.’* 
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The following are some of the more interesting subjects dealt with 
in these files: — 

The division of the Bundelkhand district into a northern and southern 
division in 1819, the site for the sudder station oj‘ Northern Bundelkhand, 
riot between Muharnniadans and Hindus in the Muluirrain and Dasehra 
of 1821, an fitt-ick made on tin; fort of Kaipi in 1825, the formation of 
the Batehpur district in 1826, the property of Himmat Bahadur, instruc¬ 
tions issued to police officers in cases ol sutte(‘in 1829, annual police 
rei)Orts of the Allahabad and Cawnporc divisions from 1827 onwards, 
the disbandment of the Bundelkhand provincial 1 attalion in 1831, rules 
prescribing the duties of Joint Magistrates and Deputy Collectors in 
1831, tliuggee, the establishment of the Sndder Board of Bevenne and 
tlie Ni/aimit and iJewaiiy Adawliit for the North-Western Provinces, 
the union of t.lie offiee of Magistrate and Collector of Allahabad, the 
oppoiiitnuMii, of Sudder and Princijial Amins and Munsiffs, measures 
taken for the apprehension of thugs, tables for converting Patchpur and 
Cawnporc bighas into acres the introduction of a new system of weights 
in 1835, revisions of establishments of Magistrates and Collectors in 
the districts in which the ollices had been united, revision of the revenue 
and judicial jurisdiction in the Allahal>ad division, 1835, the boundaries 
ofthaiiasiii zilk'i Ca,wii[)oro, tli<c formal ion of a ik'w district in 1837 
comprising the- sult-collectoralcs and joint magistracies of Bolah and 
Elawah and a poi tion of Jio Cawnporc district, the revision of the post 
oflice system in tla* North-West(‘rn Provinces in 1839, change in the 
bmiLidary laU ’Acam C;iwnpor(‘and Falel.pur in 1839, dist.urban(;e liotween 
the Jliudus and Muhammadans in the Holi of 1<S41, tlui estaldishment of 
a dispcmsary at Allahabad in 1840, dispensaries at Banda, Mahoba and 
Eatehpur, the hospital at Hainirjuir, the introduction of the system of 
rations in lieu of momiy allowance to prisoners in the jails in the 
Allahabad division in 1840, the iiitrodnctiou of niimicipal police in the 
towns of tlu^ Allahabad division in 1842, insurrection in the Hainirpur 
district in 1842, the construction of a road from Moghalsarai to Allah¬ 
abad on the south bank of the Canges, dacoities the location of Joint 
Magistrates in the interior of districts, reports on jails, rules for the 
guidance of road committees, the Grand Trunk Boad, Church at Banda, 
State prisoners, disputes between Hindus and Muhammadans Jit Allah¬ 
abad on the Ram Lila and Muharram festivals in 1862, th«‘ maintenance 
of the Sultan Khushru’s tomb at Allahabad, conspiracy against the life 
of General Jang Bahadur of Nepal, the case of the ex-Baja of Ocherya, 
the coiiBnomcnt of the Nepalese State prisoners at Allahabad fort, 
chaukidari tax, the attack on the British territory by the people of 
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Hewah in 1850, the training of young civil servants, correspouJence 
regarding the ex-Amir Shah Muhammad Klian of Sind in 1850, also 
of the ex-Raja of Saltare, uho was a state prisoner in 1857. 

There are aJso .■'Orne files relating to the Mulijiy. 

IV.—Registers containing abstracts of letters issued and received, 

1807 to 1857. 

Mention has already bev'ii made of tlie large nnniher of nini us(n ipt 
lists containing brief abstrac's of letters received and issued, df'.oso 
registers may prove useful in t.vi;cing out corres})ondciice. They have 
been tied up in twenty-four 

Table .sJiuwliKj (‘O'ttienfs o/bastas (‘onfaiDinrj classified lists of pre- 
Miit imj cdt'ci 'sf)o} i del we. 

Number Contcnits. 

(,)f 


basta- 

I (a) List, of coin cspondcncc with Government. ... 
l(bj ,, cir ulars issue;! 

(c) Lisi of curre.^pondeiiiH^ with the Collector of 

Allahab;al 

(d) List of (‘oi respondence wil-li the Collector of 

(.awnpore 

I (a) List of curres])onden(‘o with the Collec,tor ol 

I Ltuidelkhand 

2 ' ■ ■ 

i fbj List o! co!Te-.}>ondonce with the Collector of 
) i\alpi 


frj List of ciislonis corr(*spon(len(a>... 


f J List of lctt('rs is.uicd 

■ rc'Ccived 


■■■{ 


4 List of corresjiondence ... 

5 ,, ,, with (fdlectors of Banda, 

Bela, JIainirpiir and ]k>aid (;{ b‘cvenne 

0 Ijist; of correspondence w itli ColKictor.s of Allali- 
aoad, Cawnpore and F.it.elipur 
\ (a) List of revenue correspondence... 

^ (b) List of customs correspotidence ... 

8 List of revenue correspondence 


t „ judicial 
10 „ revenue 


wi(^) judicial letters issued ... 

^(h) ,, „ received... 




32 


■J 807 to 1822 
1807*., 1822 

1807 „ 1822 

1807 „ 1822 

1S07 to 1810 

ISili ,, 1823 
1807 ,, 1821 
1823. 

i82t to LS27 
1824 1827 

1828 ,, ]831 

1832 (834 

1830 ,, 183.5 

1 835 and 1 S3d 
1835 to 1840 
1830 and 1837 
1838 and 1839 
1830 to !S47 
. .1840 

1840 to 1849 
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12 1 

> List of revenue letters issued 

1840 

1,n 1844 

14 

15 

j- ,, ,, received 

1840 

;, 1844 

16 

Diary lists of revenue correspondence 

1841 

„ 1849 

17 

55 . . • 

1845 

„ 1849 

18 

List of judicial letters received 

1849 

, 1857 

19 

,, ,, „ is.sued 

1850 

1859 

20 

,, revenue ,, ,, 

1850 

„ 1857 

21 

„ ,, ,, received 

1850 

„ 185:? 

22 

> > > j >» )) ■ • ■ „••• 

1854 

„ 1857 

23 &J 
24 y 

* Diary lists of correspondence ... 

1850 

„ 1857 

(h) ,, ,, ,, of the Agent to 



^ Governor Cencial 


1855 

N.li.~ These abstract rc.f^istcrs jnclude coriabpojidencc relating' to 

the Bunclelkhand, 


Banda and Hamirpur districts. 


V.--Table showing contents of bastas. 

iV.B.—Bastas noa. ] to 21 are now in th-' record room oi the Coinmissionor of 
Jhansi division. 


Number of ( contents, 

haatas, Miscellaneou^ records. 

22 Six volumes of coriMi^pourience relating' to tlio 

Kfi-Ainir of Siud ... ... ... l(S 44 lolS 5 B 

23 Fiv(‘ volumes of rovenuo eiroulars issued to 

the (Jornmissiouer... ... ... 1830 lo 1<S30 


24 


25 


Fight volumes of eopies of revcuiiie letters 
issued by thc' Commissif)iier ol the Hamir- 
|)ur (livision .,c 

^riiree volum('s of copies of revenue letters 
issued by the (mmmissioiier of the Allah¬ 
abad division 

One volume of copies of judicial li'Uers issued 
by the Commissioum' of the Allahabad 
division 

/ Letters i.s.sued to the' Commissioner of !h(‘ 
Allahabiid division— 

Two volumes of lettei's from Board of 
ifevi'uue 

Oiu' volume of letters from civil auditor... 

,, ,, jcdicial circulars 

,, ,, settlement circulars 

Letters issued to the Commissioner of 
the Hamirpur division—Two volumes of 
letters from Board of Ke?venue ... 


1S29 ,, 1832 


1829 


1829 


1829 to 1833 
18.38 and 1839 
1838 „ 1839 
1833 to 1838 


1829 and 1830 
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fEleven nnscellaneous volumes— 

One volume of niuaji statements^ Kalpi and 
Hamirpur 

Two volumes Banda settlement records ... 1837 

One volume containing statements of Banda 
revenue collections,/rtsZt, 1210-1218. 

One volume containing statements of the 
account of the Banda town improvemont 
fund ... ... ... 1824 to 1826 

Oxie volume containing half-yearly crime 

statements for the Allahabad district ... 1824,, 182^ 

One volume containing half-yearly crime 

statenuiiits for the Fatehpur disL.rict ... 1824 ,, 1829 

One volume containing calendars of crimi¬ 
nal sessions held at Cawnpore ... 1819 ,, 1824 

One volume containing quarterly lists of 
non-official Europeans residing in the 

(Jawnporc district ... ... 1821 ,, 1828 

One hook of rates of the Cawnpore Custom 

House ... ... ... 1829 

One register of petitions of redress in the 
Revenue department addressed to the 
Commissioner of the Allahabad division. 1830 to 1833 
lleve auc files and correspondence. 


^ (a) C/opies of coiTe-^pondence of the Ivosident 



at Benares 

{h) Copies of curresporidcrice of the Collector 

1789 to 1801 


ul’Benares 

1806 

28 

(c) Copies of correspondence of liie Collector 



of Cawnpore ... 

1803 to 1807 


{d) Miscellaneous correspondence of 

180G 


( (e) File no. Tor' 

. All files of 1803, 1804, 1805#and 1806, files 

1806 


) nos. 1 to 17 of 

1807 


( Miscellaneous correspondence of 

1807 


f File nos. 18 to 39 of 

1807 


) „ 38, 40, 41, 42 and 43 of 

1808 

31 to 114 

r The remaining files of ... 

1808 


1 Miscellaneous correspondence of 

1808 

35 to 38 

Files and miscellaneous correspoudcnco of 

1809 

39 „ 45 


1810 
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46 to 

49 Files Lii)d 

raise 

'.ellaneous corespondence of ... 

1811 

50 ,, 

53 

71 

’> ;5 ••• 

1812 

54 „ 

57 

>> 

5, 1, 

1813 

58 „ 

62 

,, 

>5 ?> * • • 

1814 

63 „ 

65 

,, 


1815 

66 „ 

69 


5 5 ; 1 • . • 

1816 

70 „ 

73 


.1 ,, 

1817 

74 

78 

. , 

5’ 

1818 

70 ,, 

82 


’5 f , 

1819 

‘S3 „ 

87 

«, 


1820 

88 „ 

93 

}> 

5 5 5 5 

1821 

94 .. 

97 

51 

’» 5> ... 

1822 

08 „ 

103 


55 ft tot 

1823 

104 „ 

107 



1824 

108 

111 


1 . j , 

1825 

112 . 

116 

,, 

5 ’ 5 5 ' • • 

1826 

Iw ,, 

122 


’* , , ... 

1827 

.123 

!26 

,, 

f ’ ft ... 

1828 

127 „ 

!35 

, , 

5• 55 ... 

1829 

136 „ 

!44 


5 . 5, ... 

1830 

145 

154 


55 t) ... 

1831 

155 .. 

16(5 


,, 1 j ^ ^ ^ 

1832 

167 

177 

,, 

V 55 

183,3 

178 „ 

188 

,, 


1 4 

189 

I96 

«5 

• 5 5 5 • • • 

lp35 

197 „ 

205 

» 5 

55 ’ ' 

1836 

200 ,, 

215 


" 5) ... 

1837 

2J6 „ 

226 

»3 

, 

1838 

227 ,, 

236 


»’ 5, ... 

1839 

2;!7 „ 

2[i; 

,, 

5 5 

1840 

247 ,, 

259 

,, 

5 5 J 5 ... 

1841 

200 ,, 

264 


ft 55 • . . 

1842 

265 and 2s>6 

,, 

^ 5' 

1843 

267 

,, 

55 55 

1844 

27^ 

:7i 

5> 

51 }, 

1845 



’» 

5 5 55 ... 

1846 

27: 



15 

1847 

274 and 275 

>1 

'5 ,, .... 

1848 

270 

277 

>5 

JJ }t ... 

1849 

278 , 

279 

>5 

55 

1850 

280 „ 

281 


55 55 • • » 

1851 
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282 

Files and miscellaneous correspondence of ... 

1852 

28:i 

„ 

1853 

284 and 285 

t) 5 ’ • • • 

1854 

286 to 288 

,, ,, 

1855 

28yaiid2 90 

,, ,, 

1856 

r 

V , »> 

1856 

291 j 

Also files of 1856 and 1857 relating to land 
lakon up for railway purposes in the 



Fatelipur district. 


292 * 

Files and niiscellaneus correspondence of 

1857 


Judicial files^and correspondence. 


J 

^ Files of the pe riod... 

1819 1,0 1837 

293 , 

L Miscellaneous correspondence of the period 

1830 „ 1835 

294 J 

\ Fil(‘,s ol the period ... 

18,:i9 „ 1842 


^ Miscellaneous coiTe&pondeucc of the period 

1838 ,, 1S42 

J 

f Files of the period .. 

1841 „ 1845 

295 « 

L Misc-ellaiioous correspondence ’ of the period 

1843 „ 1845 

296 ' 

r Files of tlie period ... 

1844 „ 18,52 


1 ]\Iisctdlancous correspondence of the period 

1846 „ 1852 

1 

Files of the peliod ... 

1840 1,0 1854 

297 •> 

[ Miscellaneous judicial correspondence of ... 

1853 and 1854 

1 

Files of the years ... 

1 Miscelliiucous (■orrespondeuce(inguard books) 

185G ,,^1857 

298 

1 from 

1834 to 1837 

1 

1 Miscollaneoua correspondence (unbound) of 


1 

^ the period 

1855 „ 1857 



CHAPTER XXII. 

PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE 
MAGISTRATE AND COLLECTOR, FARRUKHABAD 

The reoords of the Farrukhabad district have suffered at tiic hands of 
the weedcr more than those of any other district. All the early records, 
whi(5h were of exceptional interest because the district was, until 1805, 
under the inaruigcrn^int, not of a collector, but of the Agent to the 
Governor General at Farrukhabad, have been destroyed. 

The earliest document which has survived the weedor is of the year 
1806, but there are very few letters of a date earlier than 1847. The 
records have been collected in five guard books. 

They bill into three series :— 

Series L —Revenue files, 1819—1857, three volumes. 

These files have been cai'clessly bound up. Some of the papers are 
out of place, the files have not l een numbered and there is nothiug to 
show vhore one file ends and the next begins. 

These files are listed in tin' jirinted volume entitled “ Collector’s Office, 
Farrukhabad district, Pre-Mutiny Itecords.” 

They relate chiefly to the sel tlement of the land revenue, rent-free 
tenures, jagirs, appropriation of land for the Grand Trunk Road and tlie, 
Gange s (ainal, pensions t(> tlio family of tln^ Nawab of Farrukhabad, 
malikhaiia allowaiiecs, the transfer of dab‘sar Kliatri to the King of Oudh 
in 1851, and boundary disputes. Tiiey include the revenue administra¬ 
tion reports for the years 1853—1856, and some settlement reports under 
Regulations VII of 1822 and IX of 1833. 

Series IT .—Judicial files, 1849—1857, one volume. 

These files have been properly arranged and have been listed in the 
above-iiKiitioued printed list (pages 5 and 6, files 62 to 72). They relate 
chiefly to police matters. There is an interesting letter describing the 
outbreak of the Mutiny in 1857. 

Senes III .—Miscellaneous Revenue papers, 1806—1884. One 
volume. 

There is a list of these at the beginning of the volume. 
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PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN TEE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAGISTRATE 
AND COLLECTOR, FATEHPDR. 

Tlie only records in lliis olL'ce wliich escaped destruction in tlie Mutiny 
are two files. There is a third file consisting of copies ofpre-Miitiny 
correspondence taken, after the Mutiny, from dociimecis in the Commis¬ 
sioner’s I )liice. 

These three files have hceri pasted in a guard book. They are as 
follows 

(1) Di.-'piiic regarding certain bazar profits in inaiiza Naraini, 18,‘>5 

and l8o() 

(2) Corre.^poiidence regarding the iiiihealthiness of the town of 

Fatehpur and the best means ol remedying the evil by draining 
cerUiii swamps in the vicinity, 1843 to 1848. 

(3) Correspondence regarding compensation lor land taken up for 

the East Indian Hail way in the Fatehpur district, 1850 and 
1857, 

The (lovmmmt o/if a Ufn of the following years exist in the 
record room-1842,1843,1840,1847,1848,184[), 18,50 ,and 18,52, 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE COMMISSIONER 
OF THE JHANSI DIVISION. 

1. General nature of the records. 

II. Class!ficatiou cf the records. 

III. Dosfriplivc account of the records. 

IV. Tah'le showing contents of Bastas. 

For the history of the division, vide section 1 of chapter XXI, 

I. —General nature of the records. 

The pre-Mutiny records consist of revenue, judicial and political 
correspondence ot the Agcuit to the Gove rnor General appe rtaining to the 
Jhansi distiict (including Jjalitpiir) and to the Jalaun district. Ihe 
distric ts couiposing the old dhansi division, with llie exception of a siiiall 
are:i riuind Kalpi, are among the most recent aeejuisitions oj the British 
in these provinces. As tlu; note C'n the history oi the Jhansi and Allah¬ 
abad divisions shows, ilicf-o districts did not come under the ordinary 
regulations until many years after their accjuisition by tlie British. They 
are admini^torc'd not liy collee,t()rH, but l)y superintendents who were 
subordinate to the Agent, to the Governor General for the Saiigor and 
Nerbud'ia territories. 

Thus the records are ratlier different from those oi‘an oidinary coni' 
missioaersliij). They are of considerable interest, especially the corres- 
pondcUice of General Sir W. H. Sleoman, who was, foj’ many years, Agcmt 
to the Governor Gcsierul for the S.iugor ari l Xerbudda territories. 

II. --Classification of the records. 

The rcccords, with a, trifling excoplbui, have all been either bound or 
placed in guard books and form 112 volumes. Most ot t,hem have bcien made 
up into files Avhich are classified according to the old s3^stem, wherebr’ 
correspondence is divided into forty-four dcpartineuts. Thesi; departments 
and the heading of every file under escli department are set forth on 
pages I— ()d of ])art 11 of the printed list prepared uncKir the supervision 
of Mr. R., P. Dinvhurst and entitled Commissioner s Office^ AUah,abaci 
Division, JucHcicd, and Jhansi (Juhhulpore) Pre Mxiiiny Records, 
volume I. ' 

It should be notii 1 that the addition of volume 1 to the title of this 
is mislea ling as there is no second volume. Moreover, it would have 
been preferable if the list of judicial rec irds appertaining to the 
remaining portion of the division had been bound up in a separate 
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volume; the more especiall}' as the Jhaiisi division has been separated 
from the Allahabad division since the volume was compiled. 

Another misleading feature in the printed list is the addition of a 
year after the number of each file. This makes it appear that each tile 
contains papers only of the year in question, which is not the case. Many 
of the files extend over a considerable period. 

Again, the serial numbers set forth in column 3 arc in most cases 
incorrect; files which fill a whole guard book being shown as consisting 
of one serial. 

Yet again, 9 of the 11 volumes set forth at the beginning of Part 3 
of Mr. Dewhurst’s list have no connection with Jhansi, namely :— 

1. Miscellaneous letters received ... ... 1 volume. 

2. Proceedings of the Sadr Special Commission appoint¬ 

ed under Regulation I of 1821 ... ... 2 volumes. 

3. Revenue receipt and despatch Register, Cawnporo 

district ... ... ... ... 1 volume. 

4. Correspondence relating to the ex-Amir of Sind ... 5 volumes. 

Items nos. 1, 3 and 4 are in the record room of the Commissioner of' 

the Allahabad division, while no. 2, two volumes of proceedings of the 
Sadr Special Commissioners, are in the record room of the Board of 
Revenue at Allahabad. These arc described in the chapters of this Hand 
book relating to those record rooms. 

The 5th item in Dewhurst’s list, viz., miscellaneous letters sent for 
Scindhia’s dominions from January to December, 184C, constitutes 
2 volumes of Series III of the records of this oflBce —letters issued by the 
Agent to the Governor General. As has bee)i stated above, most of the 
records have been made up into files. Thus the records fall into two 
classes— 

(a) Those that have been made up into files. 

(h) Those arranged chronologically. 

(a) The files — 

There are 1281 files which fill 95 guard books. 

These are all listed ni part 2 of che printed list mentioned above. 

(h) The corresimidence arranged chronologically — 

Series J.—Letters received and issued by the Agent to the 
Governor General, 1843—1854, 5 volumes. 

These have been listed in part 3 of the printed list mentioned 
above. 

Series //.—Letters received by the Agent to the Governor 
General, 1843—1854. One bundle. These have not been 
listed. 
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Series III, —Letters issued by the Agent fto the Governor General, 
1844—1853, 12 volumes. 

III.—Descriptive account of the records. 

fa) The files, —Tiic-iO 1281 HIl'S Iwve all I con listed in part II of the 
printed list entitled “ The Commi.ssioner^s Otll'e, Allahabad division, 
Judicial and Jhausi (Juhbulpore) Pre-Mutiny Records, Volume I ” 

N JB.—Thc'.rfi is no second volume. 

There are many files relating to (1) muafis in the various parganas of 
the nou-regnlation districts of the division, (2) the sale and farm of lands 
and re covery of arrears of revenue, (S) the liolding of estates kham lor the 
same reason. 

The following are the subjects of other interesting files : — 

Lists ol kanungos and chaudharis iti the Gwalior Ceded Districts in 
1850 showing their pirganas and the quantity of land held by each, 
compensation for lauds taken up for the caiitonro-nt at Keiich, manage¬ 
ment of trust holdings in Chandori district, irrigation irom the TLirwa 
8agar lake, grass and jungle lind, abkari settlement for 1855 1850, 
town duties, rules respecting storing of salt within the Customs line, 
boundary disputes, petitions, exdiange of territory between Sindhia and 
the British Government, the re-arraiig..mcat of jiarginas, inspection 
reports, pension claims (numerous), stip-*nds for rtdigious purposes, papers 
relative to the administration of .the Ceded Districts, annual adminis¬ 
tration reports, tin* diamond mines of Panna, the muslin of Chaiuieri, 
Jhausi rupees, Bldvc's report on tiie Chanderi district in 1847, lulos 
for the trial of civil cases in the pargana court at dalaun, police reports 
for Jalaiin Jhansj, and Ciiaiideri, chiiukidari tax at Kalpi, cantonment 
of Chanderi, j) irjou in the Jalauu district, military hospital at Jalauu, 
dispensary at Jnaiisi, lorries and ferry settlements, village schools in 
Jhaiisi and rfalaun, vernacular sciiools established by the Raja of Banpur, 
the construction of tahsilis, kutciierries, and other revenue buildings, 
roads and their j'cpiirs, the inbiaodiictiou of silk wornis iq the Chanderi 
district and Kalpi fortress. 

(b) The eorrespoiidtnee arranf/ed ch'nmologically. —^lis is between 
tdie Agent to the Governor General and the Huporiutendent of Chanderi, 
the Assistant for affairs of Sindhia’s dominions, and the Superintendent 
of Jalaiin. 

Tiie correspondence of series I is listed in part HI of the printed 
list cited above. Series II and III have not been listed. Series III 
is of oonsiderablo interest as many of the letters were written by 
General Sir W. 11. »SleeinaD, who for some years was Agent to the 
Governor (General. 
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Among <Jie subjects dealt with in this correspondence mention may 
be made of ihe fullowdng :— 

Settlemcnt, ODQ per cent road fund in Jalauii, boundary disputes, 
transit duties in the Jalaun district, jagir of Colonel Baptist and other 
jagirs, appointment and dismissal of Government servants, revenue 
statements, transfers of villages, haq mahkana in the Jalaun district, 
muafi lands, half yearly reports of the Ceded Districts, sales of estates 
in satisfaction of decrees of courts, the local currency of the Jalaun 
district, kaiiimgos, Jliansi cantorimeuts, liospital at Orai, the qazi of 
Chandai’i, sanads, contingent bills, stipends, the production of sugar iu 
Chanderi district, chaukidars in the town of Jalaun, Cliairleri cloth, 
the improvement of the town of Lalitpiir, manufacture of saltpetre in 
the Gwalior Ceded Districts, kaldar rupees, the erection of a court at 
Jalaun at a (Uist of Rs. 0,000, powers of the chiefs of Bundelkhand as 
regards tho mauagement of their estates, surveys, boundary disputes, 
pensions, annual reports on the revenue and judicial administration of 
Jalaun and other districts, customs duties in the Chanderi district, 
rules for trial of ci\ il cases in Jalaun, statement of the districts ceded 
to the British Government in 1844, the appointment of chaudharis in 
Chanderi iu 1852, boundary pillars between Jalaun and contiguous 
native estates, temple grants in Jalaun and panchayats. 

IV.—Table showing contents of bast as. 


Number 

of 

basia. 

1 Six v(dlimes 

Contents. 

containing hle.s nos. J 

lo 198 of department I. 

2 Five ,, 

109 

190 

>» 

b Two „ 

1 > ,) 1 

20 

II. 

4 Six 

1 

14;! 

HR 

b 

144 

2r>7 


6 

258 

20!) 

>' 


270 

„ 272 

)> 

8 Five ,, 

u n 273 

278' „ 


f „ 

„ „ 279 

CO 

ts:, 

c:) 


10 „ 

„ „ 324 

„ 415 

,, 

11 .. 

,, ,, 1 

80 

IV. 

12 Six ,, 

n „ 87 

„ 202 

}> 

13 Five ,, 

14 Six „ 

,, all files of departments V—XVI. 

,, ,, XVjI,XVllI,XX.-XXV. 


XXVIII and XXIX. 
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15 Four volumes contaijaing file nos. 1 to 65 of department XIX. 

16 Five ,, „ i> 122 ,, ,, 

-17 „ „ „ „ 123 „ 208 . „ 

18 Four ,, „ all files of departments XXXI—XLIV. 

19 Five „ j, miscellaneous correspondence listed at 

the end of the printed list entitled Jhansi and judi¬ 
cial pre-Mutiny records, also one file board containing 
“ Jhansi " correspondence of the period ... ... 1854 to 1857 

20 Six volumes of copies of letters i.ssucd by the Agent to 

the Governor General ... 1844 ,, 1847 

21 Six volumes of copies of letters issued by the Agent to 

th('Governor General ... ... 1848 ,,1853 




CHAPTER XXV. 



PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAGISTRATE 
AND COLLECTOR, JHANSI 

The English pre-Mutiny records which have been preserved in this 
office are very meagre. They consist in all of thirty-nine files, of which 
three relate to the old Lalilpur district. 

The thirty-six Jhansi files have been pasted in two guard books and 
the three Lalitpur files in a third guard book. 

List of files. 


Jhansi, 



File no. 

1 Subject. 

Serial no 

Rom a r Its. 


.DEPARTMENT 1. 



1826. 

1 Sotllciiicnt of Gadora Qadariya and Dholpora with 
Par tap Singh. 

1 -8 


of 1355. 

I Roloasc of certain ront-froc land field by Ilari Das 

I for tho support of a temple in niauza Chirgaon, 
pargana Moth. 

1 A 2 


of 1850, 

Regarding ubari toniiros of mauzas Kutha and 

1 Sujanpura, pargana Garotha. 



of 1860. 

1 Rent-free tenures of manza Khelar in Jhansi 



(; 

of 1850. 

1 Instruction,s regarding tho disposal of land hob 
by Zimmiya Sawars in the Jhansi district. 

1—5 


8 

nl 1850. 

Instructions for tho dispos.al of certain band lin 
ni:i,uza Rampura-Matanpura in Jhfin.'ii. 

1—7 


10 

of 1850. 

Release of muafi land lor the maintenance of a 
toriplo in raauza Irich, pargana Garotha. 

1—10 


11 

of 1850. 

Rcgaiding roloasc of 105 bighas of land in mau/,:i 
Kara, pargana Moth. 

1—8 


14 

of 1850. 

Temple grant rent-free in mauza Gura Muchia .. 

1 4 


15 

of 1850. 

Report on tho rent-free jagir of Ohaudauri villages 
in pargana Kurehra, zila Jhdnsi. 

1-8 


10 

of 1856. 

Grant of an allowance of Rs. 1,000 per annum to 
the income of tho Rani of Jhansi for the main¬ 
tenance of a family temple in mauza Kimcha 
Bowar and to continue for her life-time. 

1-9 


17 

of 1856. 

Report on rent-free tenure of mauza Ratosar, par¬ 
gana Mau. 

1—3 
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File LO. 

Subject. 

1 

Serial no. 

1 

Remarks. 


DEPARTMENT 1— CooncLd.J. 

1 


18 

Roj^jort on Pura, pargaua Pandwaha, ?.ila 1—3 


of 18DC;. 

J hau.si. 

i 


19 

of 185G, 

Report on iliO reut-freo land in inaiiza Baonia 
partjani Mao, held by Rao Seiiupati ofKbaiira 

. j 


20 

of 1860, 

Jagir consi,sting oi eight vilhigos of Baria, pui- 
g.iiia P.tcbcr. 

i 


21 

of 1856. 

Mnufi tenure of mauza Shergarh 

! 1— 5 

1 


2U 

of 1856. 

.Rep:)rl on the rent-free land of mauza Tankauri, 
parg.ina Jb4nsi. 

' 1—3 


•28 

of 1856 

Conbseation of If^^ villages in pargana Pachari in 
niHuza iVlanpui'ii. . 

1—9 


24 

of I8f(). 

Report on the release of rent-free tenure of 
Pipronia 

1-4 


25 

of 1857 

Ri port on rent-free land in raauza P.ipriru, par- 
gan. Karlu ru, which \v:ta made by Biswas Rao 
ball lb of JLansi in bambat 1824 to one Alain 
puri Gusain ior n ti-mple. 

1-3 


26 

of 1656. 

Relating to mama. Jugiai and ubari estate resumed 
in pargaua and /ala Jh»n.si 

: 1—5 


27 

of 1875. 

Report on rnauzai Garorii, pargana Garotha, he.ld 
rcnl-froo. 

! 1-3 


40 

of 1856. 

Rf.'l.’ort on thv^ dicrcase of Diwan Zalim Singh 
nbaridar of niau/as Jilscul and Darkhiiru, par¬ 
gana Garotha. 

1-3 

i 


o 

CD 

CJ» 

Report on mauza Gurj, pargana P‘andwai, hold 
rent-free by llardi bah Mangel Smgli and 
olhf.Ts of Bundela ThaUurs. 

1—9 


70 

of 1857. 

Rent-free tenure of nianza Deogarh, pargana 
Pnehore, held by Jawabir bingb. . 

1 -.5 


c 

CD 

o 

GC 

Regarding general cla.im of the British Govern' 
inent and tho Circha, Jliansi and Datiyiv Rajas 
to tho jftgirs of Algi 

•| 1-3.'', 

1 

Useful. 

87 

of 1856. 

Regarding niuafi rules and notes by Mr. E. A. 
Roade, dated 15th March, 1854, on the district 
of Clianderi and by F. 11 Outram on tbo 
Haiipur poition of the said district, dated 
18th August 1858. 

DEPARTMENT IT. 

j 1—14 

1 

Useful. 

1843. 

Khain management of Zalim Singh's share of 
Sindwaha Estato, pargana Khimlaaa. 

1-lG 


1 

of 1854. 

Regarding the claim of Jawabir Singh to a jagir 
oJ ceitain village in zila JhAnsi- 

1—8 


of I85G. 

Claim of Biji Balniclut to a posses.sion of a share in 
mauza Deora, pargana Moth. 

department hi. 

1-.3 


20 

of 1855. 

Release of mauza Digurwara, a mnufi tenure in 
zila Jbdnsi, to Musainmat Tvhuman KunwRr for 
the term of her life. 

DEPARTMENT IV. 

1--9 


.1842. 

Procceding.s connected with the attack on Sind- 
waho by a party under Thakur Balwant Singh 
from Chaudri. 

1-4 


1850. 

Regarding half share in mauza Barohon trans¬ 
ferred to Ivhahiq Singli owing to the demine of 
his fathe r, Gamhar Singh. 

1—4 
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Filf' no. buby'oi. Sciiiiliio. B^mfirks, 


DEPARTMENT ISmeld.) 

1851. Regarding ilio transfer of the slinro bold by the l.G 

lute Gopal Singh in the ubari of niauza Ourbii 
to Adliiir Kunwar, bis widnw, for the lomaia- 
der of the term of existing settlement. 

DEPARTMENT VUl. 

1 Regarding remispion on account of lands occupied ]—5 

of 1855. as gardens in Barwa Sugar. 

DEPARTMENT XXII. 

8 Rules for tlie settlement of di'bls of the native 
of 18)0. chiefs in the Saugor and Nerbudda Territories, 

June, IBoG, 


Number 
of file. 


Subject. 


DEPARTMENT 1. 

I 

70 Taliikii N;U'Ii:it, ,1827 lo 18.72, 

8(1 Tho U8;iri villigoH of K;irkiuii’i. and Saktii, p.irj^ana Maraur.i, 1844 to 1858. 
DEPAUTAfKNT Ill. 


3Q j Tlio UOnri vi]]aj;6s of Jarautaiui'iP caria, 1817 to 1850, 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAGISTRATE 
AND COLLECTOR, BANDA. 

I. —Origin and early history of Banda. 

II.—Nature and arrangement of records. 

III.—Table showing oontents of l)astas. 

N,B —Tho records contain documents relating to the Hamirpur district prior to 

1817. 

I—Origin and early history of Banda. 

Unfortunately all the early records in the Collector s office have been 
destroyed. We have therefore to rely largely on documents copied out 
of the proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Allahabad for the early 
history of the discrict. 

In 1(S02 Ali Ijahadur and Himmat Bahadur conquered most of Bun- 
del khand. 

In 1808, by an agreement subsequent to the treaty of Bassein, the 
Peshwa ceded “in perpetuity to the Hon’blo East India Company from 
the province of Bundelkhand, conquered for the Punah estate by Ali 
Bahadur, a territory yielding an estimated revenue of Ks. 30, lt);000.” 
The boundaries of the territories cedcsd were not rletermined. These 
were to bo settled later, after tho British had wrested them from Sham- 
sher Bahadur who succeeded Ali Bahadur on his death in 1802. 

It was agreed that the British should acquire that part of the province 
most contiguous to their possessions and most convenient to them. 
Shamsher Bahadur on hearing of this decided to invade the British 
territory but Himmat Bahadur threw in his lot with the British and in 
conseijueiice on the 4th of September, 1808, they granted him a jagir and a 
jaidad yielding 20 lacs of rupees. On September the Gth, 1808, a British 
force, commanded by Colonel Powell, invaded Bundelkhand and, with 
the help of Himmat Bahadur, overthrew Shamsher Bahadur who surren¬ 
dered on the 10th of January 1804. He was granted an allowance of 4 
lacs for his support and that of his family. After Shamsher Baliadur 
surrendered, much more fighting had to be done before the southern por¬ 
tion of Bundelkhand was subdued. This lighting did not end tiiri812 
and is described in the Banda Gazetteer. Meanwhile, the British Govern¬ 
ment took steps to introduce administration into Bundelkhand. Captain 
Baillie was appointed Agent for Political affairs in Bundelkhand and was 
directed to join tho British force there, which ho did in November, 1808. 
Meanwhile, on the 21st of September 1803, Mr. Ahmuty, Collector of 
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Allahabad, furnished Government with a statement of the mahals of B«i> 
dclkhand below the ghats with their yima and possessors. Most of those 
belonged to Hiinmat Bahadur. As regards the country above the ghats, 
the collector writes, “ these parganas have never paid any fixed rent but 
at the periods of the collections a body of horse is generally sent to levy 
contributions from the independent rajas and zamindars according to tho 
state of their abilities to pay, when several lives are lost on both sides.’* 
He added that Himmat Bahadur had promised to summon the kanungos 
and furnish him with a statement of the produce of these mahals. 

On October the lOth, Ahmuty sent the Conimander-in-Chief a detailed 
statement of the areas of Biindelkhand and stated that Himmat Bahadur 
wished to retain as his portion of the dominion the parganas on the banks 
of the Jamna and contiguous to the Company’s possessions. Eight 
days later Ahmuty sent the Government a schedule of the parganas 
which a})peared best calculated to promote the policy of the Gov( ruor 
Gcmeral for securing tlie free navigation of the Jainna and presenting a 
strong frontier to the Berar Raja. On the 11th of ^November Baillie 
wrote to Government that he ex 2 )ected to succeed in his negot iations with 
Shamsher Bahadur and he agreed with Ahmuty as to the lands which the 
British should retain. 

On the 2drd of March 1804, Baillie despatched to the Government a 
list of the districts in Biindelkhand hold by R,aja Himmat Bahadur. 
Baillie estimated the levenuo of tlu'sc to be nearly 22 lacs, whereas 
Himmat Baliadur declarecl it to be only 18 Lacs and wanted land bring- 
iiig in 2 lacs more. Baillie pointed out that under Nawab Ali Bahadur, 
Himmat Bahadur had possessed land bringing in only about 13 lacs so 
that Himmat Bahadur ptissessed already territory yielding 0 lacs more 
than he was entitled to and that muchofthisterritorymusbberclin- 
rjiiished by him if the British were to obtain the beneficial effects of the 
deed of cession by the Peshwa, since Himmat Bahadur’s territory lay 
immediately on the banks of the Jamna. On the 7th of May 1804, Baillie 
wrote to Government giving a history of his doings in the revenue 
department and relating how he had secured the services of Mirza Jafar 
of Lucknow to help him in making assessments because he (Baillie) was 
ignorant of the duties of a Collector. This letter further states that 
when Baillie arrived in November the district of Augassi and part of the 
district of Banda had been subjected to British authority and he had put 
in an Amil on behalf of Government. That shortly after his arrival the 
district of Kalpi had been conquered and he had put in a Amil to collect 
the revenue and a kotwal to collect the sayar duties and had issued a 
proclamation to the effect that he would not demand any revenue for the 

34 
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kbaril crop then on tho ground. He then described the further con¬ 
quests .and his proceedings in the territory thus sicured, transmitting a 
schedlnle ol the di^trict.s in whieii British authority was established with 
the re\a']un‘of eac.li di-tri^'i , t]ieda|,e of its riiinexation and the name of 
the Aniil aT)])ointcd l)y iiim. J.!e suggested an immediate settlement for 
one y(!;ir to ];(• nn, n; (Cl I he '.asis of these :mcounts showing a jama of 
Bs. lsy;|,h:.ia-b'-;h n fur:Ian- stated tl.;a lie wais establiahiiig a mufti’s 
court in f!i( di’trj; t rnfl "ijr in as soon as the iecriied natives 

Iroiii Jjii -.t!i(cii 'r'! hy 'am 'should ;ijrj’\a‘. (fe .attached a detailed 

of ;)/il Ko. ijib- .Old di. 1!uis;eii!cii{s of his tn.asiiry from November 

the Kth, hShb, Ihe da.lo ot Ins airi\.d in tl.e ].!o\ ince, til! May, lb04. All 

t'c' :-!)Ove h;,,^ i’,.; sot forth- io iiili in (he pi-occodings of the Board 

of !h v tie :it t'cM Vhiliiso.. o;. 1' ■ i fiib .hdinary BSOh. These proceed- 
ijis'.., sio in lie I'o! or ; r-M/),, "n e jh'-.'nrd of lb., vouue .a,t Ailah.abad, 

Os .\h-v( ii:b', 1 - (he 's Jis:-;. too fh)V(n-iior Gdierul in Council 
f.::-oi\ih li .it i! o h;.,'.! (ocio iio' j 111 j o( (lu* log a rc^gulfir system of 

afiniifiis. i s i uui into I Ije ( h)jiq!iria:(l Ih’oviijees aii.l riundelkhand. As the 
lioii !!(la! ics of Bunih'lhiatnd li.id i.o{ been deodtd on, it was deemed 
a !vis ible to .a.|)]i'in: s cojiiniission lor th.at district under the 

ins!; u -1 ions of vvlii'-'i the rix il oiii •• i s Mj'pointed to manage it were to be 
guiiied ill iOe i ii;s o( 1 ni*:ion ol l!i ■ ( hnupaiiy’s aetbority. This ('onnnission 
tva:, o\!ed liie (ha. cii 1 'Ue:-,; lor U.c Al'tairs oi' Biindelhband. The 
('oinnii:: i()..a m vn-re '.fl;o^^.s..-^ io-o,' f,' .-.eeond Ji^lge of the (hourt of Circuit 
.and A[)p ‘sl a( nen.n.'-s O.ndsin l.tsiilie, i'olitical Agent lo the Coiiuiian- 
dfi nii (..'hi.'f If! ]'(!I»;!e:k iisi (I and In'utciiaiit-f.loloiud Martindell, Cum- 
nn. (li.ny, tdfhcer of the tisxqis in ihitidelidiacd f<->r the time bidng. Mr. 
J):und C.iio[)' ell v;as appoinied Secretary lo the Comniis.sion. 

dhiC (Jovernoi (h nrr;;! in (Joum d Imihcr resedv.d t.hat the laws and 
regui inoiis lo, bo e-r,;,biis!iod I'.a tia* inlsniitJ gao/ernment of the Con- 
(jii red lhov;.;(i.s siioiild l>o i \Ua:(!ed (.o (lio /ilia uf Bundelkliand with a 
rese]'\'al,io!i w 11 li I'egai'd t,,) l.lio I ime ofiht'ir immediate operation which 
Avoiihl ]>(' dctcriiiined 1"/ a ]»roc.laTnation ofilu^ Commissioners. The 
bound iry was to bo liorcaflcr dclermiiRd. in the meantime the juris¬ 
diction of ilic dndg(' an.I I\I.‘\girtrate and that of the Collector of Bevenue 
A\cre to ]>(' ulat('(] a,cc()rding to the dircciions received by those officers 
res])ectively Imin the Commissioners for the Atluirs of Biindelkhand. 
Tlu! (hmimissioiiers Avert' to report I'or the consideration of tho Governor 
Gmieral in Council the most eligible ])lacc for fixing liead quarters. Tho 
zill.'i of Bundelkiiand was to be annexed to the jurisdiction of the Court 
of .Appeal and Circuit for th.e IbAision of I'ienarcs. The zilla was to be 
subjrc'i lo tlu( regiilatiGns in force in tlie Ceded Provinces with such 
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deviations tborefrom as loeal circumstances should render necessary. 
The superintendeui'.e and control of land rev«‘nue was to bo conducted 
through the Board of llcveiuio at Fort Williaiu and iiie (Joinniis- 
sioners for Buudodkhan 1. ]\ri‘. J. D. Ershuie \v:i.s ap-poiniod Collector 

for the zillah of Bundeikhand on a salary of Us 2d)h) a montii with 
the usual commission on excise and sale ol stanipi'd p;i])cr. I\Ir. Wilijsni 
Brodio was appointed Judge and oiagistrate. TiK'.re is m t’nc ])i’0'‘codii!gs 
of the Board of Reveiinc a copy of a i(‘ttcr, dated Ist duly i i-om 

Erskine giving an account of the settlement Ir' havl iiuido I'or 1212 idasli. 
In the course of his letter Ik' says: '‘With the excejC ion of pargaiia 
Banda, the settlement of which was »'onc]u(h'd with the zainindars hy 
Ga})tain Baillie, lote Agent to liis Excell s.cy tlu' Ceiumsvuder-in tdiirf, 
the present settlement has h. en [prepared iVom ])a}jers i.-vudy oh'aiiic.d iiy 
me from the amias m eiiargc' of L.iie c«die(‘t,lons in t.tc several pargarais,” 
Erskine stated that he expo !ted a considin ai).!'.* iiiere ise of the revnuiue 
in the next settlement. As Er.d^nio's sci ; Ica cdt ac*c<!U(its wio'e in vinni,'.- 
cuiar they do not iqi’pear iit lie-. Uoaru's ree^u’d-,. dtiis ^-(nthsiieii'. vnis, 
by order of the Hoard ;u''i ’ >tnfn::.oirn.e''s iii <hiiclrinc.nd, to i,aL.• ('fii et 
for onc'ycaa only, and vvasiuide»>n tiic .-.a ,mu principle! ;a> ihee sc; kle.nanits 
in the (jediul Provincos. 

Erskine’s head rjiiarters wc'/' ii\-‘ 1 at !■ :.v.d v a.nd m OSo'>. r, isUo ,iie 
reported tliat he 1m I ere.cled c. t“;;a.or;My (.!> n'e. I'h- 'mo'- was 

invested witli (jompletc eontre! of i.'-,: >ov<ni'i ■ o ,t diddiuieut h\' 'do;u“d of 
Comuiissiouers for liie AiVair.-; o!' jk'i.aird'-.'io.ud wiih ifh.ct IVoni June, 

Jst. On ]\Iay the* Jlst, they resol ve'l toil, wa.-. no;, i dv; i;iLein ion of 
the (loveiTiniont that tln.-y shoid!] e ;c.i ns.e a. geierid caiii o! over t/he 
revenue di.ipartment, they dis]> iis.:,d ^Vlth tivv;. eobdi’isiiiicsu, t/:;ey fiad lor 
the purpose of /issic! i ng them in t:ia:. depnrtm.nit a,n 1 the 

accounts for 1211 khi.sli he delivered to the 0>lle:;tor to cm ',b e ln;n to 
arlju&t his accounts for tlu; present year and for- tiie sotthmient oi’ t’oi 
ensuing fasli year.” 

In 1818 the Elaqa of Khaudesh was a Ideal to the Bundelkhand district,. 
In the following year Bundelkhand was divided inl.o two—northern and 
southern Bundelkhand. Those roughly corres]»ond to tiie modern 
districts of Hamirpur and Banda. 

II— Nature aad arrangement of the records. 

The pre-Mutiny records in the Banda district liave been reduced to 
comparatively small bulk by repeated processes of weeding. In the case 
of the revenue records the weeding appears to have been conducted with 
some discretion, records being retained not on account of their historical 
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value or interest but according or not as they were likely to assist the 
Collector in his work. The weeding of the judicial records has resulted 
in wholesale destruction. In 1886 almost every judicial document bear¬ 
ing a date prior 1868 was destroyed. The file relating to local events in 
the Mutiny was not spared. The documents which exist fall into two 
classes— 

(1) Letters received which have been arranged in files. 

(2) Copies of corr(isp(jndence. 

(1) Records arranged in files .—These files have been l)Oun(l up in 
71 guard books. Most of the files consist of only a single document. 
Very few contain a large number. When the files were made up, two 
series were constituted. The first series comprises revenue papc?rs for 
period 1807 to 1857, while the second series consists of documents 
from 1840 upwards. The second series includes post munity documents. 
There appears to be no difference between the contents of the two series 
and it is difficult to understand why two scries have been made. The 
files have been listed and the list has been printed in a bou/id volume 
entitled Collector’s Office, Banda District, pre-Mutiny Records.” The 
following is an analysis of the files. 

File Register no. 1. 

DEi\VKTMENT I—SETTLEMENT. 

There arc about 300 of these files dating from 1807 to 1852. More 
than half of these relate to rent-free holdings. A lew deal with nankar 
lands, jagirs and padarah grants. Some of the files relate to the relin¬ 
quishment of mauzas, boundaries, mirdahas, transfers of villages. There 
are files ladating to the transfer ofTaluka Paidak from Cawnporo to 
Buudelkhand in l8l8 and the division of Bundelkhand into two collecto- 
rates. A number of files deal with settlement, beginning with the 
settlement of .1807. There are records of tlie settlements of 1811 and 
1815, the exteasion of the 1815 settlement, the revision of settlement 
under Regulation Vll of 1822 and the settlement under Regulation IX of 
1833. A number of files deal with summary settlements. 

Department III— Land Revenue. 

One thousand and fifty-three files, covering the period 1810 to 1857. 
About 7/8ths of these files relate to sales of land for arrears of revenue, 
iariuiugof estates, and the transfers of rights of defaulting pattidars. 
Ot/her subjects dealt with are malikana, suspension of revenue, settlement, 
remission of balances, reduction of revenue. In this series are included 
Fane’s minute on the revenue affairs in the Banda district 1832 and 
land revenue balance statements. 
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Department IV—Miscellaneous Revenue. 

Seventy-seven files from 1828 to 1851. 

Nearly all these files relate to Khas Mahals and villages under kham 
management. One relates to takavi balance statements. 

Department V—Petitions. 

Seventy-seven files covering the period 1828 to 18e51. These relate 
chiefly to pensions. 

Department VI—Legal Remembrancer. 

Six files from 1821 to 1822. These relate to cases to which Govern¬ 
ment was a party. 

Department VII— Appropriation of land. 

Eleven files, ISOUto 1814. These deal with land acquired for canton¬ 
ments, Government buildings, encamping grounds and the C(»mpany Bagh, 
Department X— District establishment and buildings. 

Two files, 1836 and 1841. 

These relate to the establishment for the Collector’s Office and the 
establishment for revision of settlement. 

Department XI— Court of Wards. 

One file, 1829 to 1833. This relates to the Estate of Zulifqar Khan. 

Department XII—M iscellaneous. 

Three files, 1809 to 1851. The file of 1809 relates to the purchase for 
Rs. 5,000 of a house for Mr. Ludlow, Judge of Circuit. The file of 1813 
relates to the committee of arbitration for valuing land required for 
military purposes. The file of 1851 is a Government memorandum relat¬ 
ing to the Banda district. 

File Register no, 2. 

Department I— Settlement. 

About 150 files covering the period 1849 to 1857. The subjects dealt 
with are summary settlements, farming of land, sales of land, leases, 
restoration of mauzas, revision of settlement, protection of hill passes 
resumption of muafis, diamond mine near Maira, Purwar, Jagir, quinquen¬ 
nial settlement of alluvial lands in 1853. 

Department II— Revenue court work. 

About 40 files covering the period 1851 to 1857. These relate exclu¬ 
sively to partitions. 

Department III—Land revenue. 

About 200 files, 1834 to 1837, These relate chiefly to sales of land, 
farming leases, transfer of estates and rights of defaulting pattidars and 
direct management of estates. 
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Department IV(a)— Miscellaneous revenue. 

Five filets, 1(S53 to 1857. These relate to patwaris, village police 
establishments and the Chibta Tara Road. 

Department V— Separate and assiuned revenue. 

Two files, 185G to 1857. 

Department VIII.— Appropriation op land. 

Three files, J854 to 1857. 

Department IX—District ESTARLisnMENT and ruildinijs. 
Fil'teen files, 1851 to 1859. The chief subjects dealt with ;ir(t sale of 
circuit house, tahsils, thanas, regislers in Collector’s ofilce, establislnnent 
of Collectors’s office, S(;hool for instruction of aiiila and a lajsolutiou of 
Government regarding (Government servants ]>iircJiasing property. 
Department XT1 -~]\IisceiAjAneous. 

About 20 files, 1850 to IH57. The most important of tliese are the 
Census report of 1852, and filos rela.ling to cluiukidori t;ix, sales oi land, 
th(! Nawal) of Danda, classifi(‘,ation of tenants, classificatjon of malials, 
game preserves, Act V of 1841). lii.s{,()]-ical account o(‘ ]a,nded ])roj)rietors, 
Nimmipar, and revemue adiuinistrat.ioii reports for the years 1<S51 — 
1(852 to 185—5 1850. 

(2) Cop ACS (// v</rrvS]}ondmc(i. 

These consist of sevaai volniia^s:— 

(a) A volume into wliieh have hecn copied the letters issned by the 
(/ollector of Banda from February 5tb, 1885 to February 
Ctli, 1830. 

(hj A volume into which hav(* been eopied a number of letters 
(chielly those of a judicial nature) issued by the Magistrate 
and CGolU;ctur of Banda between February, 1845 and Decem¬ 
ber, 1851. 

(c) V ive volumes containing abstracts of the correspondence of the 
Collector of Banda with the Board of Revenue, the Commis¬ 
sioner and other officials. 

Volume, 1—contains abstracts of correspondence bc'.twcen the 
Collector of Banda and the Board of Commissioners for the 
period 1813 to 1818 (danuary). 

Volume 2—contains abstracts of coriespondenco between the 
Collector and the Board of Revenue (the Commissioner after 
April 1st, 1829) from August, 1827 to June, 1829. 

Volume 3 —contains abstracts of all important correspondence of 
the Collector of Banda between June, 1829 and January, 
1831. 
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Volume 4—covers the period JaDiiary, 1831 to October, 1833. 

Volume 5 —relates to the period October, 1833 to June, 1834. Of 
this voliiine aloue the contents have not been listed. 

These five volumes of abstracts hear no date to show when they wore 
pr( pared, but the paper on which those contimts have bet'ii written is of 
the kind which wn,s largely u.-ed about tile year 1870. The abstracts 
were evidently mule before^ the oiigiual letters were weeded out. The 
abstra'-ts are in all cases very full (in some cases the whoh; letter has 
) (uai copied verhafim), each ]>age is divided into two columns so that each 
letter and its coi respoii'inig r‘ |ily appear sale by side, and the contents 
of each volinno are listed at beginning of the volume, in conseqiionco 
thes(' bool'ao are ve.ry useful lor relerence an<l give in a icondensed form a 
gra])iiic- history of the llanda disLriet for the ])i riod which they cover. 

IVior to JMandi, [82d, the letters have beem reproduced in full in the 
proceedirgs of t'le llourn of lie venue at Allahalaid and after this date 
some of the originals exist in tla* Oommi,-.sioU(‘r^s olHce. 

Thus tJio historian of rlu; Itanda distric.t c-ould use these records as a 
basis emd ainplii'y lus history by reference to the record rooms at 
AllahaJiad. 

In ad'liiioii to the above — 

Fiv e registers containing very brief abst racts of letters received from 
the Comnii^sioiier by the Collector have esiaipcd destruction. 

Too abstracts given in these r; gist(n-s a, re too brief to be of niuc^h value 
in llie abscir o of the letters to which they refer. The registers may, 
however, prove useful in tracing coirespondence in tiio Commissioner’s 
office relating to t]i(3 Halida di-trict. 

'^rhey (3over the correspondence of the periods 1841 to 1844 and 1849 
to 1857. 

III—Table showing contents of bastas. 

Number 

of ContiiUts. 

5a.s‘/u. 

1. Six volumes containing files nos. 1 to 213 and part of file 
no. 214 of department I in file register no. I, 

Six volumes containing part of file no. 214 and files nos. 215 
to 325 of department I in file register no. 1 and files nos. 1 
to 129 and part of jfile no. 130 of department III in file 
register no. I, 

Six volumes containing part of file no. 130 and files nos, 131 
to 424 of department III in file register no. I. 


3 . 
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4 

5 


7 

8 
9 


10 


11 


12 


13 

14 

15 


Six volumes containing files nos. 426 to 749 of department 
III in tile register no. I. 

Six volumes containing files nos. 750 to 989 of department 
III in file register no L 

''Four volumes containing files nos. 990 to 1053 of department 
III in file register no. I. 

, One volume containing all files of department IV (aj&ud files 
I nos. 1 to 15 of department V in file register no. I. 

I One volume containing files nos. IG to 66 of department V in 
L file register no. I. 

fOne volume containing files nos. G7 to 77 of department V. 

^ Five volumes containing all the rest of the files of file register 
1^ no. I. 

Six volumes containing files nos. 1 to 87 of department I ia 
file legistc'r no. II. 

Six volumes containing files nos. 90 to 145 and part of file 
no. 146 of department I in file register no. II. 

"Four volumes containing part of file no. 14G and files nos. 147 
to 152, 1G4, 22(S, 234, 236 to 1^38, 242 and 243, 203, 265, 
j 311, 352, 373, 399 and 413 of department I. 

I Two volumes containing all file.s of departirumt II. 

I Odo volume containing files nos. 1 to 47 of department III in 
file register no. II. 

Six volumes containing filers nos. 48 to JGl and part of file 
no. J(>2 of department Ill in file register no. II. 

"Four volumes containing part of file no. 1G3 and files nos. 164 
to 207 of department HI. 

One volume containing all files of departments IV (a^ V~and 
. VI, files nos, 1 and 2 of de.partment VIII and files nos. 1 
to 72 and part of file no, 73 of department IX. 

One volume containing part of file no. 73 and files nos. 74 to 
88 and 100 of department IX, file no. 3 of department 
^ VHl in file registeriio.il. 

j-One volume containing files nos. 1 to 112 and part of file 

I no. 113 of department XII. 

One volume containing part of file no. 113 and files nos. 114 
to 116 of department XII in file register no. ]ll. 
j One volume containing letters issued, 3 835 and 1836. 

I .. „ „ 1845 to 1851. 

Five volumes of abstracts of letters issued from .1813 to 1831. 
Five volumes of index registers. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OP THE MAGISTRATE 
AND COLLECTOR, HAMIRPUR 

All ihc records in the Hamirpur record room were destroyed during 
Mutiny. 

There exist, however, at Hamirpur some copies of pre-Mutiny records 
which compose six small files. These, together with a tile containing the 
accounts of the Raja of Baoni, who was placed in charge of pargana 
Hamirpur during the Mutiny, have been pasted in a single guard book. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 


PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE COMMIS¬ 
SIONER OF BENARES DIVISION. 

I-—The origin of the Province of Benares and its administrative 
history. 

II.—Note on the history of the Benares liaj before 1857. 

I^I-—General nature of the records. 

IV,— Classification of the records. 

V.—l)esci ij)tiv(i acrauint of the records, 

VI.—Table showing contents ofliastas. 

NJi. This roc ircl room contains a fow records relalinp: to the Gorakhpur, 
Basti and A/.amirarh diatricts which from 1H35 to 1857 formed part of the Beuares 
division. 

The origin of the Province of Benares and its administrative 
history. 

Under the Mogul administration the Province of Benares was directly 
ruled ov<'r by a Kaja who dcoived Lis title from a sanad given by the 
Emperor. 

Ijuter, when the power of tho King of Delhi hecame nominal, the 
Na\val> Vizit!!' ol Ou<lh repeatedly tried to reduce ili(‘ Ihija td lb/eirt s to 
the position of an ordinal}^ zimiiidar biitl’ailed. Raja Pahvant Singh, 
it is ti'ue, had to secure the aid of the British against the Nawab in order 
to maintain bis statu.s. 

In ]7C-1 the King of Delhi transferred the J rovince of Benar* s to the 
Company and directed the Raja to pay his tribute directly to the British 
Government. In 17G() tlie (.\>mpany handed the Province of Benares over 
to the Nawab Vizier, making the latter stipulate that he would couiinue 
Balwant Singh in his zamindari. The Nawab Vizier tried to break this 
condition and lialwant Singh had on sevuj-al occaisions to seek British pro¬ 
tection. lie died on August the 22nd, 1770. The Vizier demanded from 
Chait Singh (usually spelt Chyet Singh by c iiteniporary writers), 
•Balwant's successor, a nazarana of 20 lakhs ol rupees and 8 lakhs addi¬ 
tional tribute annually. On the intervention of tiie Briiish the nazarana 
was cut down to 17 lakhs and the additional trilmto to lakhs. This 
brought the annual tribute to Rs. 22,48,449. 

The Nawab Vizier persisted in trying to encroach on the authority 
of Chait Singh. In consequence in 1773 the President in Council at 
Fort William sent the Governor General, Warren Hastings, to Benares 
to compel the Vizier to adhere to the terms of the treaty. Warren 
Hastings made the Vizier give the Raja a kaulnama. 
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In 1775 the Nawab Shuja-iid-daula died and was succeeded by Asaf- 
ud-daula who followed his father s example in trying to encroach on the 
rights of Chait Singh. His action led the British Government to resume 
the Province of Benares which they had of their own free will transferred 
to the Vizier in 1766 and the Raja of Benares was required henceforth 
to pay the annual tribute to the Company. The Nawab Vizier agreed to 
this. The Governor General in Council then deputed Mr. Foulke of the 
Civil Service to Benares to present to the Raja a sanad granting him the 
sovereignty of the province at their hands and to take from him a naza- 
rana of Ks. 1,00,000, lie was told that so long as lu' adhered to his 
engagements he would be left the “ free and uncontrolled inanagement 
of the internal government of his country and the colled ion and manage¬ 
ment of his revenues.” He was requested to maintain 2,000 horse 
disciplined and clothed after the European manner. 

Aft('r Foulke had comploLod the negotiations his commission was 
annulled on tiie 2nd Decrunher, 1776, and he was directed to return to 
Fort William. Three weeks later, that is to s:iy, on Dc:emb v the 23rd, 
Mr. Graham was appointc^d to reside at Benares for thi; purpose of 
“ transacting any occasional business which may arise between the Bri¬ 
tish Government and the Raja of Benares.” Mr. Bar well was appointed 
Graham’s assistant. 

In 187(S, the Raja was calie 1 on to pay an additional annual subsidy 
of 5 laklis during the war with France. Chait Singh demurred at this 
and offered 5 lakiis for one year only, but the Governor General in 
Council insisted. Tlie Raja luade trouble about the second pa 3 unent in 
1779, and the third in 1780, and in consequence the Governor General, 
Warren Hastings, himself went to Benares in 17<S1. 

Meanwhile, Foulke hatl been reappointed lusident at Benares under 
the express orders of the Court of Directors. But Warren Hastings, 
\yho appears to have disliked him, had him replaced by Mr. Markham. 
This met with disapproval of Uk^ Court of Direciors who insisted on the 
reinstatement of Foulke, which took place in 1783). 

On Warren llastiugs’ arrival at Benares he was dissatisfied with the 
behaviour of Raja Chait Singh and put him umlcr arrest. The Raja’s 
soldiers attacked the guard placed over him and the Raja made good his 
escape. After some fighting, in the course of which Warren Hastings 
deemed it prudent to leave Bmares and withdrew to Cluiaar, the Raja’s 
troops were dispersed and Chait Singh lied. In consequence lie was 
deposed on the 29th September, 1781, and ikibu Mahip Narain, grandson 
of Balwant Singh, was appointed Raja by Warren ilasLings on the follow- 
ing day. The terms upon which the zamindari was granted to him were 
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that he had to pay 40 lakhs a year as tribute. He was invested with the 
management of the country, but the control of the mint and adminis¬ 
tration of criminal justice were vested in the Company and not in the 
Kaja. The reason of this change was that Warren Hastings found, on 
his arrival, that the administration of justice was most unsatisfactory. 

Warren Hastings again proceeded to Benares in March, 17v‘i4, reported 
unfavourably on the existing state of affairs and drew up a set of rules 
for the guidance of the Raja in his administration. These rules were, 
after slight modific/iition, approved by the Council. 

In 1780 Lord Cornwallis became Governor General, and, as the admi¬ 
nistration of the province was not running smoothly, visited Benares in 
September, 1787. Lord Cornwallis appointed Mr. Jonathan Duncan, one 
of the Secretaries to Government, Resident at Benares, in the hope that 
under liini the abuses in the administration would be removed. 

Duncan’s jeofime was a success. In November, 1787, Cornwallis 
wrote to the Court ol'Directors, “His Highness has already adopted or 
ac(|uiesced with great cheerfulness in several mcasnreR that cannot fail 
of promoting the happiness of his people and the general prosperity of 
the country. Undc^r a persuasion that it will tend ultimately to his 
advantage the Raj.i readily agreed to the abolition of the rahdari and 
other duties which were represented to him as obstructive to commerce.” 

Again in March, 1788, In^ wrote, I have received the greatest satis¬ 
faction from the close application to business and the judicious conduct 
of Mr, Duncan in his station of Resident at Benares. He is now witli 
the Raja on a tour through the whole })rovince which has for its object 
a minute examination ol' the internal condition of that valuable country, 
but pai'ticularly in compliance; with my directions to establish regular 
courts for the administration of justice under the authority of the Haja 
at Ghazipur, Jaunpiir and Mirzapur, a measure which, however extraordi¬ 
nary it may appe ir to you, has hitherto been neglected.” 

Lord Cornwallis was firmly convinced that a permanent settlement 
of the land revenue was essential to the prosperity of the country and * 
directed Duncan to rt'corainc'.nd its adoption in Benares. The Raja 
agreed to a 10 years’ settlement. Cornwallis’ next step was to request 
Duncan to induce the Raja to introduce the British system of administra¬ 
tion in its entirety into the Province of Benares. The Raja had not 
agreed to this w^hen Lord Cornwallis left India in 1793. 

Sir John Shore (Lord Teignmouth) was fully in accord with the policy 
of Lord Cornwallis. In July, 1794, Duncan reported that the Raja agreed 
to the introduction of the British system of administration into Benares, 
to be carriea on by British otilcors, provided his own family districts and 
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estates remained under the existing system. On October the 27th, 1794, 
an agreement was signed under which the system of administration that 
had been introduced into Bengal, Bihar and Orissa in 1793 was extended 
to Benares with effect from the Fasli year 1202 and the administration of 
justice heretofore in the hands of Indians, was conducted by Englishmen, 
and an English Collector appointed for the realization of the revenue. 
The Raja also agreed to relinquish all the land revenue except one lakh 
of rupees a year, the balance being devoted to the charges of the 
administration, the maintenance of the Hindu college, repairing roads 
making bridges, pron ocing cultivation, etc. 

Thus, from 1795 the administration of the Province of Benares was on 
the same lines as that of Bengal. A Judge and Magistrate was appointed 
at each of the following towns: Benares, Mirzapiir, Ghazipur and Jauupur 
and a Collector for the whole province. The first Collector was 
Mr. Alexander Duncan who held proceedings on the same lines as these of 
the Resident, Duncan. These proceedings were continued till the end of 
1796 and the records of them are in the record room of the Collector of 
Benares. The earliest proceeding of the Collector is dated the 29th 
September, 1795. Samuel Davis was the first Judge and Magistrate of 
Benares, H. J. Colebrookc of Mirzapur, John Ryly of Jaunpur and Jacob 
Rider of Ghazipur. Ryly vas a junior officer and only acted for a short 
time, being relieved by A. Welland. Rider fell foul of Routledge, the 
Collector of Benares, and in 1800 the Ghazipur judgeship was abolished, 
the jurisdiction being divided up between the Judges of Jaunpur and 
Mirzapur. None of the records of the Judges and Magistrates of 
Ghazipur or Jaunpur have been preserved, but practically the whole of 
those of the Judge and Magistrate of Mirzapur exist in the record room 
of the Collector of Mirzapur. Indeed the judicial records at Mirzapur 
are the most complete in the United Provinces. 

In 1812 a resident Joint Magistrate was appointed at Ghazipur, the 
first incumbent being Mr. W. Loch. In 1817 a separate Collector for 
Ghazipur was appointed. Mr. R. Barlow filled this post for about 10 
years. In 1820 the Joint Magistrate of Ghazipur became Judge and 
Magistrate. A separate Collector was appointed for Jaunpur in 1818 
and one for Mirzapur in 1830. 

In 1829 Commissioners of Revenue and Circuit were appointed. The 
headquarters of the Commissioner of the 8th division were at Benares. 
His division consisted of the Benares, Mirzapur, and Jaunpur districts. 
Ghazipur, Gorakhpur and Azamgarh formed the 9th or Gorakhpur division. 
In June, 1835, there was a general rearrangement of Comrnissionerships, 
rendered necessary by the appointment of Sessions Judges who relieved 
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Commissionera of Circuit duties. Among other changes, the Gorakhpur 
division was abolished and the three districts in it, nnrnely Gorakhpur, 
Azaragarh and Ghazipur, were transferred to the Benares Commis- 
sionership. 

After a Collector for Benares was appointed in 1795, the Resident 
Was no longer so styled Init w as called tlie Agent to the Govern'^' General. 
When a Commissioner of Kevenne and Circuit for the Benares division 
was appointed that officer l)ecamc Agent to the 0</vernor General ' s well as 
ComiT.is.'^ioner. A large (plan!iby of the corresp ndence of the Agent to 
the Governor General from October, 1795, onwards is in the record room 
of the CommisaioiKO' of Benares. 

II.—Note on the History of the Benares Raj before 1867 . 

We have seen that, when the administration that prevaiUid in Bengal 
and Bihar was ini roduced into Biman^s in 1794, it was expressly stated that 
the administration of t he Raja in his family districts and estates should 
remain as betoro ;mu 1 that the British system should not be introduced 
within (Jmir limiLs. The laws regarding the administration of the family 
domaii's wore embodied in Rognlation II of 1795. This system p.Tsisted 
until the passing of Regulation VII of 1828. In 1820 the Judge of 
Mirz ipur cjomplained that tiio K 3 ^sLem of administration woas not working 
well. In conseejuence Regulation VTI of 1828 was passed. This regula¬ 
tion established rules for the revenue manageinent and a detailed 
settlomei't of the Raja’s domains nnd directed the appointment of a Deputy 
Superintendent, iuid of native Commissioners for the disposal of suits 
connetTed w ith the land, and provided that the procedure followed in tlic 
revenues and judicial administration should be tha,t in force in the 
Company’s terriiories. The settlement was to be made on the basis of 
Regulalion VII of 1822. The K-aja nominaU'd his brother, Babii 
Parsidh Narain Siiicrh, t) form the scttleiiK'iit. The settlement was 
completed in 1830 and the post of Deputy Superintendent was abolished, 
such duties as i-emainod being made over to the Collocutor of Mirzapiir 
in subordination tv) the Bi/ard of Revenue. In 1839 the office of the 
Superintendent was also placrd in subordination to the Board of Revenue. 
In 1842» *,he office of the Superintendent was abolished, but re-established 
in 184-5. Under the rule.s made in that year the Baja exercised his 
powmrs under the control and directions of Superintendent, the Board of 
Revenue exercisi))g general super vision and bein , the appellate autho¬ 
rity. The Raja was required to appoint a Deputy ColKctor. Appeals 
from th(' decisions of this officer went, some to the Raja and some 
to the Superintendent. In 1853, on the death of the Superintendent, no 
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one was nominated to fill the vacancy. The Collector of Mirzapur'was 
ordered to assume the duties and to place one of his Joint Magistrates and 
Deputy Collectors in charge cf the Superintendent’s Office. In 1862 the 
Cmnmissioner of Benares was appointed cx officio Superintendent, the 
Joint Magistrate of Mirzapur being Deputy Superintendent. 

With the restoration of the control of raj to the present Maharaja 
the above system was abolished. 

The correspondence of the Deputy Superintendent of the Maharaja’s 
Family Domains is in the Commissioner’s office. 

III.—General nature of the records. 

The records in this office arc the oldest in the province. They are 
of particular interest in that they deal with the permanent settlement 
of the Province of Benares, and the co’-respondence and proceedings of 
the various Residents at Benares. 

In addition to these records and the ordinary records of the Commis¬ 
sioner’s office snbsecpient to March 1st, 1829, there are a number of 
interesting records of the Agent to the Governor General at Benares who 
in 1795 assumed the political duties of the R,eaident. 

IV.—Classification of the records. 

1. Records in tue office of the Agent to the Governor General. 

(A) Records of the Agent to the (lovernor GeneraL 

Series /'.~Politi(;al letters issued by the Agent to the Governor 
Genera], 1775 to 1859,* 37 volumes. 

Series ITI. Miscellaneous letters received by the Agent to the Gov¬ 
ernor General, 1795 to 1856, 59 volumes. 

Series IV —Letters received from the Government, 1836 to T856, 
21 volumes. 

Series V. — Letters received relating to the Coorg family and to the 
Raja of Sattara, 1834 to 1854, 16 volumes. 

{B) Hie records relating to the Family Domains of the Maharaja 
of Benares, transferred from the office of the, late Deputy Su¬ 
perintendent of the Family Domains of the Raja of Benares. 

(а) Letters arranged chronologically. 

Series /.—Letters received, 1832 to 1863, 3 volumes. 

Series //. — Letters issued, 1826 to 1859, 9 volumes. 

(б) Files, 3 volumes. 

• Note. —Series 11 ooutains letters relaiiof^ to the Collector’s office and has been 
transferred to thi^t office. 
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2 . The cobrespondenoe and proceedings of the Resident at 

Benares. 

(i) The original correspondence of the Resident at Benares, 1776 

to 1795, 96 volumes. 

Series I, —Miscellaneous letters issued, 1781 to 1795, 5 volumes. 

Series //.—Financial letters issued, 1788 to 1793, 4 volumes. 

Series III. —Financial letters received, 1789 to 1893, 3 volumes. 

Series /F.—Monthly revenue account current books, 1776 to 1787, 2 
volumes. 

(ii) Copies of letters issued and received by the Resident. 

(iii) Proceedings of the Resident at Benares, 1787 to 1795, 88 
volumes. 

{iv) Settlement Registers, 12 volmnes. 

3. The ordinary records of the Commissioner’s office. 

(a) Revenue, Judicial and Miscellaneous registers and statements, 
12 volumes. 

(h) Settlement records, 1840 to 1853, 72 volumes. 

(c) Miscellaneous records arranged chronologically. 

(d) Revenue and judicial records arranged in files. 

(i) The Benarc-s series, 135 volumes. 

(ii) The Ghazipur series, 114 volumes. 

{Hi) The Mirzapur scries, 116 volumes. 

{iv) The ,Iaunpur series, 74 volumes and 4 bastas of loose corre- 
s])ondeuce. 

(n) The general series— 

(a) The revenue files, 29 volumes. 

{b) The judicial files, 8 volumes. 

{e) Government Gazettes, 45 volumes. 

V.—Descriptive account of the records. 

1.— Records in the office of the Agent to the Governor General, 
{A) Records of the Agent to the Governor General. 

These consist of 133 volumes. They throw light on the political 
etiquette of the period to which they relate. They contain copies of 
letters addressed by various Viceroys to Indian Princes and Begams 
and a number of letters from the Resident at Lucknow. 

The post of the Agent to the Governor General was instituted when 
the oflBce of the Resident was abolished in September, 1795. The first 
Agent to the Governor General was Mr. Lumsden. He was Judge and 
Magistrate of the Burdwan Zilla when he was directed to take up the 
office of Agent to the Governor General at Benares. He was at the same 
time appointed Senior Judge of the Court of Appeal and Circuit at 
Benares. The records of the Agent to the Governor General fall into 
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4 series. These series are numbered I, III, IV and V. The records 
which formerly constituted series II appertain to the Collector of 
Benares and have been transferred to the record room of that officer. 

Series /.— Political Letters issued by the Agent to the Governor 
General from the Qth October^ 1795, to llth July, 1859, 37 volumes, 

Lumsden apf)ears to have reached Benares on the 9th September, but 
the earliest letter of this series is dated October the 10th. When Lnms- 
den fir.st joined he was style! officiating Besident. The post of Resident 
was not a’ olished until the 29th September, 1795. The earliest register 
of this series is composed of paper with a. water mark dated 1794. From 
this it is evident that the copies were mado at the time or very shortly 
after the letters were issued. The first letter is to the Secretary to the 
Governor General at Fort William. This describes the intrigues of 
lUilip Singh, an ex-poon, who had obtained great ascendency over the 
late Raja Mahip Narain, and the unwillingness of the new Baja 
Udit Narain to appoint the nominee of the Government, Bala 
Snkh Lai, to the management of the zamindari during his minority 
and the asdstarico given to Government by Babu Aiisan Singh. The 
U tter encloses a translation of Baja Udit Narairds letter to the Resident 
on the sui ject. There is much correspondence on this matter and it was 
not until the 9th May, 179(j, that Lumsden was able to report that the 
Baja had agreed to Lala Sukh Lai being his Manager. The earlier 
registers contain copies of letters issued by Lumsden in his capacity as 
Judge of the Court of Appeal and Circuit at Benares. Thus, on the 2oth 
October, 1795, he applied to the Register of the Sadder .Dewanny Adaw- 
hit for p('nnission to leave the station for a short time to meet his family 
at Patna. “ I do not conceive,” he writes, ” that my absence will exceed 
20 days and there cannot be much business before the Court of Appeal 
for sometime to come.” 

Among other interesting letters issued in 1795 and 1796 mention 
may be made of those dealing with the mutiny ol ihe loth Battalion 
of Native Infantry at Midnapiir, the murder and robbery of the 
servants of Mr. J. A. Grant of Benares by a zamindar under the Amil of 
Allahabad, a fight between the followers of Messrs. Willcocksaiid Thriep- 
land and the report of Maulvi Abdul Khan on the trade of Nepal. (That 
individual was deputed to Nepal for the purpose of enquiring into the 
trade with that country.) 

On the 25th of May, 1796, Lumsden forwarded three addresses of 
congratulation to ^Varren Hustings on his acquittal. The first was from 

30 
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the Eaja of Benares and his family, the second from the principal inhahi- 
tnnts —Hindus and Muhammadans, and the third from the Pandits of the 
Hindu College and other Hindus. These are in this series. 

The correspondence deals mainly with such subjects as political 
pensions, Darbar accounts, shokas, official reports of deaths of Rajas 
and other political personages, grants, parwanas to pilgrims, guards for 
distinguished visitors, Government loans, conveyance of treasure and 
petitions from various political personages. 

Series TIJ .— Miscellaneous letters received by the Agent to the Oovernor 

General from the i6th July, 1195, to the 6th November, 1856,59 

volumes > 

Prior to 1808, all the letters in this series are copies of the originals, 
hut, inasmuch as the first volume of this series is composed of paper 
1 ('aring a wate r mark dated 1704, it is apparent that the copies were 
made immediately on, or very shortly after, receipt of the originals. 
The first letter is a demi-ofiicial one from Shore, dated the 16th of July, 
1705, saying that, as it is necessary lor Jonathan Duncan to take over 
charge of the Govornnieril of Bombay as soon as possible, Lumsdeu should 
proceed to Benares at oiiC(; and apologising for giving him such short 
notice. This is followed by an official letter of the 17th July clireoting 
Lnmsden to give oven' (charge e»f the office of Judge and Magisii'a e of 
Burdw an, and to proceed io Benares at once to take chai ge of the office of 
Hesidt'iit and to execute the duti(‘s until the intended new arrangements 
in the Province of Benares be ordered to be carried into effect. On the 
same day a letter was issued removing Lumsden from the post of Judge 
and Magistrate of Burdwan and appointing him second Judge of the 
Provincial Court of Appeal and Circuit for the division of Benares. On 
the 5th of October Lumsden was a{)pointed Senior Judge. 

A letter, dated 28rd September, 1795, desires Lumsden to deliver to 
Raja Udit Narain a khillat and letter of condolence and states that the 
Government has resolved to confer upon Udit Narain the succession to 
the late Raja and informs him that the appointment of Lala Sukh Lai to 
manage the Jagirand zamindari during his minority “ will not only be 
highly advantageous for his interest but extremely satisfactory to Govern* 
rnent.” 

The earlier letters are much more interesting than the later onG.s, 
There is a list of the European non-official residents in the province in 
October 1795. Of these there were eight in the Ghazipur district, six 
in Jaunpur, and ten at Benares. 

There is much correspondence with the Raja of Nepal. The Govern* 
ment used to forward their letters to that potentate through the Agent 
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to the Governor General at Benares. In 1795, the Nepalese seized some 
villages belonging to the Nawab Vizier and this led to some correspon¬ 
dence. There is much correspondence between the Agent to the Governor 
General and the Kesident at Lucknow, Poona and Hyderabad. 

In July, 1796, Lunisden changed places with Cherry who was Resident 
at Lucknow, Lumsden was Postmaster in succession to Jonathan Duncan, 
and some of the letters in this series relate to his duties as Postmaster. 

Series IV.—Letters received from the Government from the 
l?tth January, 1836, to the 2^th December, 1856, 21 volumes. 

Prior to 1836, all the letters received were filed together. Subsequent 
to 1836 letters from Government were filed separately. This series is of 
the usual political nature. Much of the correspondence relates to the 
members of the Royal Family of Delhi and other political pensioners who 
were living at Benares. 

There is also a number of letters regarding the State prisoners con¬ 
fined at Chunar. 

Series Letters received relat ing to the Coorg family and to the 

Raja of Satiara, from the I2th May, 1834, to the 9th December, 1854, 

16 volumes. 

All the earlier records are addressed to Captian Carpenter who for 
many years was the officer in charge of the ex-Raj a of Coorg. He later 
became Agent to the Governor General at Benares and continued to 
retain charge of the Raja. This explains why the earlier letters of this 
series, v»hit;h have no connection with the Agent to the Governor Gen. ral 
at Benares, are filed in this office. The letters of this series are all 
originals. The letters issued by Carpenter before he became Agent to 
the Governor General, appear lo have been destroyed, but the later ones 
issued by him after he became Agent to the Governor General are in 
the issue series described above. The first letter of the present series is 
dated the 12th May, 1834. It is from the acting Secretary to the Com¬ 
missioner for the government of the territories of the Raja of Mysore at 
Bangalore to Captain Carpenter, 48th Regiment, Native Infantry, enclos¬ 
ing an extract from a letter of the Secretary to the Right Hon’ble the 
Governor General nominating him to take charge of the cx-Raja of Coorg 
and giving him full instructions. Carpenter was superior to the Officer-in- 
charge of the escort for the Raja. He had to live in the fort and see 
the Raja at least every morning and every evening and was on no account 
to sleep outside the fort. The Raja was kept in close confinement. His 
servants were not allowed to go into the bazar to procure supplies. 
These were arranged for by the Commissariat. Carpenter’s immediate 
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superior was the Commissioner at Bangalore. He had to call at the 
Commissioner’s office daily between 12 and 1 to receive instructions. The 
ex-Raja bad just come to Bangalore. In June the Raja was sent to 
Vellore. It was found that the Raja was carrying on secret correspon¬ 
dence and in consequence he was kept a close prisoner and not allowed 
outside his compound. At first the allowance for his maintenance was 
Rs. 2,440-tt-0 ptr mensem. Later this was raised to Rs. J,200. This did 
not include the clothes lor the Raja and his family. 

The correspondence relates to the personal affairs of the Raja and his 
family, their clothing, their burials, etc., permits of followers to leave 
Vellore and such like matters. 

In January 1835, it was decided to remove the ex-Raja from Vellore 
to Benares with such members of his family as wished to go there. There 
is voluminous correspondence about the preparation for the journey. 
The transport consisted of 12 elephants, 30 dolies, 2 sick carts, 30 plat¬ 
form carts, 1G4 bullocks, 52 camels. The escort consisted originally of 
two companies of the Hih Nalive Infantry. With the co'rlcfje went a 
eurgeou and a store seigeant. The expedition started in March 1835 
and consisted of 1,708 persons. At the end of June they had reached 
Gangarn where house accommodation was available, they remained theri^ 
till Novenil)cr wluri they continued the march to Benares which they 
reached in February 183G, nearly a year after th(\y had left Vellore. 
At Benares the ex-Raja was installtKl in the house that had been occu¬ 
pied by Sir Frederick liarniltou, Bart, a former Collector. Tliis belonged 
to an Indian and was rented by Government for Rs. 200 a month. 

On th(5 7th March, 1838, Carpenter was invested with powers of Joint 
Magistrate and Deputy Collector at Benares in addition to his other 
duties. received Rs. 1,000 as salary. 

0.1 the 1 !tli Mareh, 1840, the Secretary to the Government of India 
wrote to Caj tain Carpenter telling him he was to receive charge of the 
ex-Raja of Sa'iara 1‘rom Lieutenant Crist all on his arrival at Benares. 
He took charge of the Raja on the 3rd of April, 1840. He located him 
and his family and follow^ers in a house on the banks of the Barna Nala 
near the city of Benares. When the Raja arrived he had with him 
95 horses, 69 camels, 78 bullocks and 11 elephants. The Government 
assigned Rs. 10,000 per mensem for the maintenance of the Raja’s 
establishment. The Raja complained that this sum was inadequate. 

In June 1840, Carpenter was relieved of the duties of Joint Magistrate 
and Deputy Collector. 

On the Ist February, 1843, Carpenter, who had become a Major, 
was appointed Agent to the Governor General at Benares taking over 
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charge from J. S. Rivaz, but he continued to be the Officer-in-charge af 
the ex-Raja of Coorg and Sattara and the letters be received on this 
account continued to be tiled separately. The later letters are nob so 
interesting as the earlier ones and relate to the private affairs of the 
two Rujas and their families. 

(B) Records relating to the Family Domains of the Mahai'aja of 
Benares, transferred from office of the late Deputy Superintendent, 

By the agreement of 171)4 Raja Mahip Singh retained in his hands 
the administration of justice in Civil Suits relating to land and revenue 
matters, in his Family Domains, subject to the advice of the Collector 
and the orders of the (Governor General in Council. 

In 182(i in consequence of complaints regarding the administration 
Mr. Bird was appointed Special Commissioner to enquire into these 
complaints. His reports led to the passing ot Regulation VII of 1828. 

Under this Regulation the Commissioner of the Benares division 
became Superintendent of the Family Domains and one of the Civil 
Officials stationed at Mirzapiir, the Deputy Superintendent of the Family 
Domains. The latter had a special office and record room in his capicity 
of Deputy Superintendent. 

When the lull government of the Family Domains was restored 
to the present Maharaja the offices of Superintendent and Deputy 
Superintendent of the Family Domains were abolished and the records 
in the office of the latter were sent to the Rec.ord Room of the Agent 
to the Governor General at Benares. 

An account of the administration of the Family Domains under the 
old system is contained in the Mann>al of the Family Domains of the 
Maharaja of Benares liy H. B. Puiiiiett, C. S., Allahabad, 1801. 

The pre-mutiny records of the office consist of sixteen volumes. 

The bulk of the correspondence has been arranged chronologically, 
letters on all subjects being filed together. Letters received and letters 
issued, howevei, have been bound up separately. In some cases the 
correspondence has been made up into files. 

The letters arranged chronologically —(1) Letters received .—These 
have been pasted in three guard books. 

Number 1 contains the letters received by the Commissioner relating 
to the Domains prior to 1832. 

The earliest letter bears the date December 2, 1826. Some of the 
letters in this volume have been injured by damp and are not very legible. 

Number 2 contains letters received by the Deputy Superintendent be¬ 
tween February 1832 and October 1848. A list of the contents exists 
at the beginning of the volume. 
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Number 3 contains letters of the period 1848 to 1863. The contents 
of this volume are also listed. 

(2) Letters issued. —The letters issued have been copied out inta 
registers ; those sent prior to the Mutiny occui^y nine volumes. Volume 
I contains copies of letters issued from December 1826 to January 1832. 
The series, however, is not complete : and this remark is also true of 
some of the other registers. The present volume conUiins a copy of an 
important letter of 143 paragraphs, dated May 20, 1827, to the Secretary 
to the Government of India written by Mr. Bird, the Special Commis¬ 
sioner. This letter gives the history and a detailed account of the par- 
gana Bhadoi. 

Volume 2 contains copies of letters issued between October 1831 and 
March 1833. 

Volume 3 covers the period 1833 to 1385. 

„ 4 „ „ 1835 „ 1839. 

„ 5 „ „ 1839 „ 1842. 

„ 6 „ „ 1842 „ 1850. 

„ 7 „ „ 1851 „ 1853. 

„ 8 „ „ 1853 „ 1856. 

„ 9 „ „ 1856 „ 1859. 

The correspondence arranged in files.—Th^ve are five files of consi¬ 
derable size pasted in three guard books. Many of the letters have been 
injured by damp. 

The five files relate to— 

(1) Compensation for land taken up for the military road from 

Benares to Allahabad, 1819 to 1832. 

(2) The appointment of the Commissioner as Superintendent of the 

Family Domains, 1826 to 1(S45. 

(3) The appointment of a Deputy Superintendent of the Family 

Domains, 1830-1. 

(4) The working of Act VII of 1828. 

(5) Taluka Naugarh, 1838. 

In addition to the above fifteen volumes there is a register of cash 
accounts of the years 1854 to 1860 inclusive. 

2. The correspondence and proceedings of the various 
Residents at Benares. 

These valuable records consist of 218 large volumes. 

They are of four kinds : — 

(1) Original correspondence, that is to say letters received by the 

vaiious Residents and oflSce copies of letters issued by them. 

(2) Copies of letters issued and received by various Residents. 
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(3) Copies in bound volumes of the proceedings of various Residents. 

(4) Settlement registers. 

(1) The original correspondence, 1776 to 1795, 96 volumes. These 
records are in a state of lamentable confeion. They were bound up 
apparently by an illiterate person. The consequence is that he who 
consults them will experience considerable difficulty in tracing a record. 
The following are the main defects in the volumes : — 

(1) The correspondence is not arranged in proper chronological order, 
For example the first three volumes are dated as follows :— 

Volume 1—1776 to 1792, 

„ 2—1777 „ 1787, 

„ 3—1782 1788, 

while th(!re are no fewer than thirteen volumes containing correspondence 
of 1788. 

(2) A number of comparatively modern documents have been bound 
lip in these volumes. 

To illustrate : — 

(a) In volume I (dated 1776 to 1792) a patwari halkahandi (num¬ 
bering about forty pages) for Gorakhpur and Basti compiled 
about 1861 has been included. 

(h) In a velume purporting to contain only papers of 1788 there is 
a drawing of a model “ Tehseeldaree and thana post prepared 
by Mr. F. B. Giibbins, a subsequent Commissioner of Benares, 
(c) The volume entitled Duncan llecords Printed contains the 
following miscellany 

(i) A printed pamphlet by Oldham, entitled Tenant Right and 
Auction sale in Ghazipur and the Province of Benares. 

(ii) Two copies of corrected proofs of tiie table of contents and 
appendices to Shakespear’s Selections from the Duncan 
Records. 

(hi A primed list of the titles of, and indices to, Acts passed by 
the Legislative Council of India in the period 1859 to 1861. 

(3) Some of the original letters of the Duncan period which 
are still extant, do not appear in these volumes, having been bound up 
in volumes of a later date :— 

(i) The volumes bearing the date 1815 to 1817 contain a copy of 

Duncan’s account of the receipts and the disbursements of 
the moolky treasury of Benares for the fasli year 1199 
(A.D. 1791-2). 

(ii) The volumes dated (1831 to 1844) contain a re:ord of a trial 

which was held about A.D, 1790 in the city court at Benares. 
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(iii) File 2005 of the Benares revenues records contains in addition 
to some copies of Duncan’s correspondence, the original 
of a long letter to Duncan, dated the 19th September, 1794, 
bearing the signatures of Shore, Speke and Cowper. 

The earliest document bears the date 15th December, 1776, and is a 
letter from the Resident at the Vizier’s court at Lucknow to Francis 
Fowke, Resident at Benares, asking the latter to assist the bearer of this 
letter to capture some zamindars who had committed depre lations in the 
Vizier’s dominions. 

This is preceded in the volume by a letter, dated the 22nd December, 
1776, informing Mr. Thomas Graham that the Hon’ ble the Governor 
General in Council has appointed him Resident at Benares “ for the 
purpose of transa(!ting any occasional business which ntay arise between 
the Government and the Raja ("heyt Singh. ” 

Then follow (;opies of a number of letters I'eceived in 1777 by Graham, 
including some from Fowke—to the stale of whose accounts Graham had 
taken excej)tioa. There appear to exist but two letters of the year 177H 
and nonti of 1779. 

There are a number of letters of 1780 addressed,.some lo Graham 
and some to Fowke, who again became Resident at Benares early in 
1780. One of these letters bears the signature of Sir Eyre Coote. 

There appear to be no letters of the years 1781-82 when Warren 
Hastings was at Benares, except copies of Duncan’s translations of some 
of the saiiads granted by Warren Hastings in 1781. There do not seem 
to be any documents relating to the period 1783 to 1786. 

From 1786 onwards the records are voluminous. 

Indices ,—There are two so-called indices to these letters ; one of 
these contains two .separate lists A and B. 

It is not easy to understand why t-wo lists exist as they cover the 
same period and relate to the bame kind of correspondence. 

The other index volume contains— 

(1) An index to Philip Robinson’s Ghazipur note-book on the Duncan 

Records—a volume which relates to the proceedings described 
in the next paragraph. 

(2) A list of Duncan’s correspondence which purports to detail all 

the letters not entered in the above-mentioned lists A and B. 

These lists are not trustworthy, as documents exist which appear in 
neither of the lists. 
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(2) Copies of letters issued and received hy various Residents^-^There 
are twelve volumes of these ; also two miscellaneous registers of this 
period. The correspondence volumes fall into three scries :— 

Series 1 .— Miscellaneous letters issued — 

Volu7ne I. October 1781, to March 26, 1786 
„ //.—From February 1786 to January 1787. 

,, III. —From January 1787 to September 1787. 

,, IV. —From September 1793 to August 1794. 

,, V . —From September J794 to August 1795. 

Series II. — Financial letters issued — 

Volume /. — From May 1788 to August 1789. 

j, II. —From September 1789 to October 1791. 

,, III —From October 1791 to August 1792. 

,, /F. —From July 1792 to September 1793. 

Series III. —Financial letters received — 

Volu7ne I. —From January 1789 to December 1790. 

„ II. —From December 1790 to October 1792. 

,, ///.—From October 1792 to September 1793. 

Series IV. —Revenue account current books— 

Volume I. —Monthly revenue account current book of Raja Cheyt 
Singh with thcJJon’ble Company from J\ine 1776 to July 1781. 
Volume //. — Monthly revenue account current book of Raja Myip 
Narain with the Hon’ble Company from January 1782 to July 
1787. 

(3) Copies of the Proceedings of Jonathan Duncan, Resident at 
Beno-rgs.—Jonathan Duncan kept a careful record of all his proceedings 
which he sent to the Governor Genera) in Council at Fort William. 
These proceedings were forwarded in original to the Court of Directors in 
London. 

Duncan kept also office copies, but these were probably in a very rough 
state, because we find that on October 2nd, 1795, the Governor General 
in Council sanctioned the entertainment of the following establishment to 
make a transcript of the late Resident’s proceedings : — 

Ra- 

Four copyists at Rs. 40 per mensem each .. •. 

One reader and one examiner at Rs. 40 each .. ^0 

Total .. 240 

But this establishment was not actually entertained until aftef the 
8th May, 1797, when fresh orders on the subject were received. On 
November 6th, 1798, Mr, J. Routledge reported that a transcript for a 

37 
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period of two year.^ and four months hud been made and that he was of 
opinion the whole wriuld be completed in fifteen or sixteen months. On 
November 23rd, 17'd,S, the Board dircv.ted the Colhetor to report to 
them every six months the progress that had boon made in trans^*rihing 
the Eeudent’s prooeedings. Theso- six-monthly reports, however, do 
not appear to have been made. On the 15th June, leS02, the Board wrote 
to the Colljctor of Benares (Mr. J. Barton) saying that they concluded 
the transcript was nov/ complete and laajuesting that it might be sub- 
mittel without dtley. On June' 25, the Coiled or replied “ The whole 
of the papers in the English o:lice are in such a state ol“ eon'’usion that I 
am totally at a h>s to know how to sort them. 1 have found parts of 
copies of tile iale Kcs!dcnt’'>: proceedings from the year 1788 to 1795, 
but in eo ]:ie:.rrect, a thet I cuiniot reconcile m3\self to forwarding 
them. . SoiiK' of tin. originals c.nd copies of the a' ove-raentioned papers I 
have (iiscovc: t!v! iii i (,xes in whicli tlicy have been thrown witbout the 
leri^t orclor, ori'i il o'.and cie[doy t wo or throe writers many months to 
assort th.’iri. M; present es^abhshment, vd' Englisli w^riters is so .small 
that it i'. with (,! o gioatest. dilliculty I get through the current business^ 
aiidj ids mdy ibr s, ven ci' eight rlavos in the month that I could spare one 
of tla.m lo .orniige iho 'C papers. 

I l.av,', Ckt- 'er'', to r'upie.st Tint tlu‘ Board will be p](’ased to allow 
ni'' t AO or ''.xi.j-o, wror 'n an 1 that for .some nionths, to prepare them 

and to pat ilic re \ r<ls i;i o:<'''-r, for i:: their present state they are totally 
: I bog boivo' to add th.it. tii(i prescjit copies whicdi 1 have found 
oi' ibe I/O .to'ido.t’s odiug.s are not only very incorrect but 

appear ifUacepf lo, .i/d laat it will take nearly as much labour to correct 
tliCiii os to iir vv them re-C' ]'iod.” 

Ill J.bv ISO:?, tlu; ibrrrd of llcvuiuc wrote as follows to the Oovernor 
Geo.onl iii C'wum i! :i t I cing of great importance that the original 
Engli h rcor do of [he lo.to I'cJdent should he retrieved from the con- 
lusc.lsto.[e in vdi-ich they art; represented to be, and that they should 
be dii^y ari.nig d with a view t<> their careful preservati )n in future, 
wo b g (cave lo/ recommend that' the Collector be authorized to entertain 
t,\vo cxira writers at lis. 40 for the purpose of assorting the English 
records caul tliat lie be rcapiested to report, at the expiration of every ten 
days, the dates on which their arrangement sliall have been effected, and 
if they have beem found complete or otherwise.^' 

On July 29, 1802, the Governor General in Coumdl passed an order 
authorizing the Collector of Benares to entertain two writers at Bs. 40 
pm month each for the period of two months for the purpose of arrang¬ 
ing the records. 




At the same time Routledge, who had become Collector of Gorakhpur, 
was called upon to explain the delajMa making i.he transcript and the 
bad condilioa of the copies. 

In lii.. reply dated the 27th August, 1802, routlcdgc r '.alGcl that the 
proceedings were in an extremely imperfect state, seme were waniiag, 
feome weie so defaced as to be ^^vholly illegible and ma/iv oi ih m 
so full of interpolations as to render oec idoeal errors in thccjp^.ing 
of them unavoidable. They conapreheuded a penhod of about eig ,t 
years and tlioy were completed in the closing montiis of tho year IbOO. 
Roulhxlgo further stated that in liis opinion correct copies conlJ only 
be made in the offices of the Secretaries in Calcutta. From the 
foregoing it M'ill be obvious that mistakes are likely to be numerous 
in tho proceedings. Fortunately a considora!)l.j amount uf the original 
oori fspondence on which the proceedings are based oxiits. 

The (v^pies oi the pmceovdiiigs oi donathaii Duncan consist of eighly- 
eiglit volumes, with three volumes of iiuiicos — also o ie volume of pro¬ 
ceedings at the Treasurer’s office--Septwunber to December| 1 700. The 
0Hr!ie.->t volume contains the proceedings ior October, November and 
Di'eeinber 1/87, after which a whole volume is devoted fa;) i le proceedings 
of mich month. For each of the months—Septomb :■ 17d2 and Apiil 
170o — there arc two volumes, but in tlu'se there lias been some duplica¬ 
tion ot ihe proceedings. Unfortunately the proceedings far the following 
months ari' missing : — 

February 1788. ! December lT9i.J 

September 1788. March 1792. 

April 1790. ' April 1792. 

October 1792. 

The three volumes of indices are made up as follows 

Volume List of proceedings (arranged chronologically) from 
August 7, 1791, to April 1797. 

Vuiume 11 .—Alphabetical index to the subjects of letters issued and 
received for tho year 1791. 

///.-Alphabetical index to the subjects of letters issuid 
and received for the period 1792 to 1795. 

In the case of volumes II and III the clerk who con piled them did 
not allow ifcuHu ieut room for some letters, so tliey me eouLinued un 
some later pages, but no note of this is made -at ihe end of the space 
<- riginally rt served for the letter in question. At the btginning ui 
the second sp.o e, however, a note is made to the ttiecl that tho entnc;i 
under this Icitci are continued from page*^——, 
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There are also four volumes of copies of various proceedings, takea 
at a much later date. They were probably taken under the orders of 
Mr. Oldham to enable him to compile his Memoir of the Ghazeepore 
District, 

Some of these copies arc on strong paper and are in good condition, 
others, having been mide on flimsy p iper, are considerably torn. 

They may be valuable or containing copies of some of the missing 
proceedings. 

A detail-ed account of the contents of these valuable and interesting 
documents is rendered unnecessary by the existence of two printed 
volumes dealing with them. 

These are— 

(1) Shakespear’s Selections from the Duncan Records, two volumes, 

1878. 

(2) Oldham’s Historical, and Statistical Memoir of the Ghazeepore 

District, two volumes, 1870. 

These two works contain .some account of almost everything of 
iniportanrc done by Jonathan Duncan. 

An admirable summary of the administration of Duncan is given by 
Oldham on pages lOo to 215 of part II of his Historical and Statistical 
Memoir of the Ghazipur district, printed at the Government Press, 
North-Western Provinces, in 1870, A large number of extracts from 
Duncan’s correspondence'are given in Shakespear’s 8i lections. 

The pay of the Resident of Benares was originally fixed at Rs. 1,000 
per mensem. In 1787 Lcmd Cornwallis raised it to Rs. 5,000 per 
mensem and appointed as Resident Jonathan Duncan, the Secretary to 
Government in the Public and Revenue department. 

Duncan was horn in 1756 and arrived in India in 1772. He assumed 
the appoint lumit of Resident at Benares on the 31st of August, 1787, 
and huid that app(untinent until September of 1795, when he was 
appointed Govei i’.or of B(»m >ay, an office which he held till his death in 
1811. In November 1792, he was appointed Member of a Commission 
for the settlement of the territory taken from Tippoo Sahib and returned 
to Benares in March 1794. While he was absent on this duty, Mr. 
Neave offi'-iated as Resident. During Neave’s tenure not very much of 
importance took place. 

Duncan’s Proceedings begin wdth October 1787, more than a month 
after he had assumed charge. The proceedings (if there were any) for 
September cennot have been of much importance as Duncan was quite 
new to the work and his proceedings for the months of October, November 
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and December are all in one volume, where?is those of subsequent months 
fill at least one whole volume. 

In the brief r6sum6 that follows of the contents of the proceedings of 
the Resident and his correspondence from 1787 it will l e desirable to 
classify them under (1) Land Revenue, (2) Ocher revenue, (3) Judicial, 
(4) Miscellaneous, 

Land Revenue.—Whan Duncan arrived the Province of Benares was 
not in a flourishing condition. Raja Mabip Narain had forced up the 
revenue from 40 lakhs to nearly 43 lakhs. The Amil of Shahnbad attemp¬ 
ted to commit suicide in October 1787, because he could not meet his 
engagements. In January 1788, there were disturbjinces in Znmania 
which necessitated the presence of Neave, Assistant Resident. In April, 
Neave had to go to Jaunpur to try to collect the revenue balances there. 
Eventually nearly 5 lakhs of the demand remained uncollected. Duncan 
saw that reform in Revenue Administration was necessary and laid a 
scheme for the ensuing settlement before the Raja which after some 
hesitation the Raja accepted. Duncan himself supervised the settlement. 
He had intended to have all cultivated lands measured bub had not the 
staff for this. In consequ- nee, the assessment had to be ba^ed on the 
estimates of the kanungos. Duncan settled for five years with an annual 
increase in th(? n-vonuo of about half a lakh. As Duncan's earlier settle¬ 
ments were far loss than the Government demand on the province. 
Government rcjli^qiiishcd the balance. Duncan also set himself to cut 
down unnecessary expenditure in order to make the provincial expendi¬ 
ture tally with the income. 

In 17 89 Duncan was asked to introduce the permanent settlement 
into Benares. He made some settlements for 10 years and some for 4. 
These were all declared permaacrit in 1791. It was soon found that 
some of the sobtlemonts were too heavy and Duncan's younger brother, 
Alexander Duncan, was deputed to revise the settlement of Zainania. 

Other Revenue,—The policy of Duncan with the sanction of Govern¬ 
ment was to reduce the taxes on the import and export of commodities 
from the provinces and to abolish most of the vexatious cesses and taxes. 
Duncan abolished the loom tax on weavers, and in 1788 he prohibited 
the levying of Rahdhari duties by zamindars on goods passing through 
their lands. This action of Duncan led to riots which had to be quelled 
by military force. Duncan also abolished chuha and gunj duties. In 
his time the monopolies on lime, sajji (impure carbonate of soda), fire-, 
wood, timber, lead and gold were abolished. The credit for the aboli¬ 
tion^ of these monopolies is chiefly due to Sir George Barlow who was 
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deputed in 1787 to investigate and report on the whole state of trade 
and customs duties in Benares. His report is printed in extenao in 
volume II of Shakespear’s Selections. 

Judicial ,—A good account of the Judicial administration in the 
Province of BLiiiares at the time Duncan 1 ecaine Resident is given on 
pages 3 and 176 of part II of Oldham’s Ghaziiyur Memoir, 

In 1788 Duncan established courts at Ghnzipur, Jaiinpur and Mirza- 
pur on the lines of the City Court at Benares. These courts were presided 
over by Indians. Taeie are in the correspondence and proceedings many 
Tcfcrences to these conns, also to the Moolky Adawlut. These courts 
Beom to have worked well. Nevertheless they were abolished in Septem¬ 
ber 1795, when the European Judges and Magistrates were appointed for 
Ghazipur, Jauupurand Mirz ipur. 

In 1791 tlie Governor General in Council authorized trial by red hot 
ball (gola) in the exso of boundary disputes in the Province of Benares 
if the people preferred this to an ordinary trial. 

In 1792 the practice of sitting dhurn i was made illegal. 

There is much correspondence about the unsatisfactory nature of the 
criminal law wdiich was at that time administered in ihe Province of 
Benares. 

Miscellaneous .—There was scarcely any branch of administration 
which Duncan did not take up. Tiiere were many disorders in his time 
also deprrdations of people from Oiidh. Diisadhs us», d t » plunder boats 
on the G.inges and gangs af Buddiks Cvornmitu d robberies and there is a good 
deal of ci)rrespon leiice on these subjects, also about the Brahmans who 
gave a lot of trouble. They objected to being made amenablo to the 
criminal law. They considered that no Brahman should be hanged for 
murder and the Government, being reluctant to hang a Brahman, direc¬ 
ted that those guilty of murder shouli be banished to Penang (Prince 
of Wales Island); later the place of their banishment was changed to 
the Andamans. Several examples of contumacious and extraordinary 
conduct of Brahmans are quoted by Oldham. “In March 1791, sixteen 
Brahman women shut themselves iu a house andset fire to it and perished in 
the flames because one of their relitivcs, vviio had committed murder, 
was made over for trial to the criminal court. Not only did these women 
porisli iu the flames, but, to quote Duncan ‘ Besides which all the effects 
of the other ryots have by reason of the strength of the wind been also 
consumed by the said flames, nor have the Brahmans yot departed from 
their evil course, but, having kept together all the dead bodies, they 
arc beating the largo drum which they call in Hindooee by the term of 
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myrdang, meaning, as those who came’to an untimely end became bhoot* 
or evil spirits according to the Sluistras, they are awakening them. ’ 

The Mahrattas who came in large numbers to Benares as pilgrims 
gave much troubha 

The monsoon of 1788 was a failure in Benares and this caused the 
price of grain to fall from 8(J to 2S seers to the rupee. In order to prevent 
famine Duncan prohibited the export of grain, suspended import duty 
and limited the amount of grain to be sold in one day to any one person. 
He also purchase I grain to deliver to tenants to enable them to sow the 
rabi crop. In 1791 he advanced takavi to the extent of Bs. 35,990 for 
the making of wells. 

As prices did not fall on account of combination among the grain 
dealers, Government in 1794 authorized Duncan to purchase 1,65.009 
maunds of grain and to erect granaries at Chiiuar, Benares and other 
places. ThcNe granaries were abolished in 1801. 

There is a goo.l deal of corresjjoiidence about the repairs of roads 
and bridges, lluncan made the z imindaro provide lal our for tlie repairs 
of those but did non l.evy any cess. 

la 1700, Duncan tiied to improve tbe saiiitaliou of Benares city 
which used to be a very filthy place. Duncan’s measures caused great 
indignation and led to a hartal on the ground that these mea.sures were 
a novelty. Eventually Duncan got the people to listen to reason. 

In 1792 the Sanskrit College was established at Benares through 
the instrumentality of Duncan. 

There is a good deal of correspondence regarding currency. 

In l7Sl Eurupi'au planters settled in the Province of Benares and 
owing to friction between them and the local population the Kesident 
was given a lot of trouble. The result was that in 1794 Government 
prohibited Europeans from taking up new leases and declared that the 
existing ones should cod with the decennial settlement then in force. 

But as this settlement ^vas eventually made permanent European 
indigo planters continued to hold their land. 

The following are among the more important of the other subjects 
dealt with in the correspondence and proceedings of the Resident at 
Benares:— 

Abuari. 

Auction sales for arrears of revenue. 

Accounts, towjee, military, treasury, contingent, adjustment of, 
liquidation of revenue accounts. 

Agent, commercial. 
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Amils. 

Amins and their allowances. 

Affrays. 

Advertisements, 

Appointments, 

Arson. 

Arms, 

Assistant Residents. 

Abdul Kadir, departure of, to Nepal. 

Bills^ payment of 
Buildings. 

Boundary disputes, boundary between Rampur and Haripur marked 
off’. 

Brahmans. 

Bridges, repairs of bridge over the Barna. Bridge at Jaunpur, 
Bribery. 

Boats, hire of 
Bonds. 

Benares, now system of administration in 
Coinage, proposal to introduce new 

Cattle-breeding, improveriiciit of, Frazer’s Commission appointed 
for this purpose. Duty on cattle. 

Cesses, abolition of 

Conferences of the Residents with the Raja. 

Charitable allowances. 

Credit, letters of 

Customs House, Master, Collector of, Report, account of 
Complaints. 

Courts, civil, criminal, moolky, city, commercial, and customs, courb 
of appeals 

Cotton, imported from the Duccan, duty on 
Currency. 

Claims. 

Cloth, duties on 
Cultivation, encouragement of 
College, Hindu 
Crops, failure of, in 1788. 

Duties, double, on goods imported from the Vizier’s country, on gur 
and sugar. 

Dak establishment, 

Depredations, 
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Dastunk?5. 

Exchange, bills of , 

Engagements. 

Europeans, holding villages, planters. 

Elephants. 

Farming of estates. 

Freeholds. 

Forts, demolition of 
Fines. 

Guards on the frontier, posting of, to accompany Government 
officers. 

Grain, imported, levying duties on, difficulties about prohibition 
of export, high price of in 1788 and 1789. 

Grants. 

Garden, botanical 
Granary at Chunar. 

Hail storm, damage done by 

Himut Ali. 

Hindu law, questions about 

Holi festival, sepoys called out on account of 

Indigo lands, rates of, Clode of Indigo Regulations, planters, works, 
contracts. 

Infanticide. 

Invalids. 

Idols. 

Jagirs. 

Jungle cutting. 

Jaggernath. 

Judges. 

Kotwal; of Benares, Qhazfpur, etc. 

Kotwali fees. 

Land, waste, free, European’s land tenure, application for, lea,8e 
of land. 

Loans. 

Improvement of the country, proposals for 
Inheritance, Law of, questions about 
Liquor, liquor shops. 

Monopoly, stone, gold, lead, etc. 

Measurement of land. 

Maintenance. 


38 
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Military force to assist in the collection of revenue. 

Military oflScers, transfer of, marches of, pay of 
Muchalkas. 

Moolkey aclawlut. 

Muafis. 

Mortgages, frequency of 
Magistrates. 

Muftee. 

Mint, Calcutta, Mint Master, Benares Mint. 

Minutes. 

Masulipatam, Chief and Council at 
Marathas, grants of land to 
Memorials. 

Mosque, disturbances regarding 
Namak Vizier. 

Nepal, Raja of, commercial treaty with, trade with, Governor 
General’s letter to, concerning the faquir’s depredations. 

Nana Farnavese. 

Nankar. 

Nazarana. 

Nagpur family. 

Naiks. 

Opium, Regulations, Contract, Godown, Guard, Smuggling, Culti¬ 
vation. 

Opium agent. 

Officers commanding, letters from 
Pattas and (jabuliats. 

Petitions. 

Prisoners, lists and reports of, to be sent to Andamans, 

Pens io] IS. 

Pat war is. 

Pilgrims. 

Putting old women to death, 

Parganas, state of 
Post Master. 

Peslrv * Gr Lii Imother, 

Poppy cultivation. 

Police. 

Provisions, supply of 

Pandits, appointment, of to Dewauny Adawluts. 

Quauungocs. 
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Heportd. 

Kobbers, apprehension of 
Robberies. 

Remittances, invoice of 

Resident, Commercial, at Ghazipiir, at Benares. 

Resident at Poona, at Benares, at Hyderabad, at Lucknow, taking 
charge, records at his office. 

Remissions. 

Rents, revision of 
Revenue. 

Rupees, mode of sending 

Ryots, resistance of 

Rains. ^ 

Rohillas. 

Rawannahs. 

Roads, repairs. 

Rajkiimars agree not to destroy their female children. 

Kussum khazana. 

Rahdari duties. 

Rewards for the apprehension of criminals. 

Rewa, Raja of, complaint against 
Settlement, alterations in Neave’s, Treves’ 

Sales of houses. 

Sayar duties. 

Saltpetre. 

Scarcity. 

Salary of officials. 

Survey. 

Salt mahal. 

School. 

Smuggling. 

Stones, prices of 

Sepoys sent to disperse rioters, sent to escort money and opium. 
Shops, regulations about barrack shops, removal of 
Stores, military 
Sanads. 

Shahzada, Prince Mirza Hajee'a intended visit to Benarea, 
Stationery. 

Salt, export of 
Securities. 

Surgeons, depositions of 
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Taqavi advances and balances. 

Trade, report on 

Treaty, ceding Benares and Pattah to Cheyt Singh. 

Trials. 

Towjv'e accounts. 

Talabana. 

Troops, pay of 

Travellers, assistance to be given to 
Teak seed. 

Timber, duty on 

Treasury, Moolky, account of the receipts and disbursements of the 
surplus funds. 

Vakeels. 

Watchmen, allowances to 
Wea vers, cuuipluints of 

Wilford, LicuLoriant, additional allowance settled on him to enable 
tiim to prosecute liis oriental and g^iogrriphical researches. 
Weighing fees. 

Witnesses, examination of 
Wells. 

Zarriiiidars, geneah^gical table ol, of the pargaua of Mongra, ref¬ 
ractory (3ondiu‘t of 

Zalini Singh, attacked by the English. 

There are numerous letters of tlie Resident at Benares to the Goveni- 
ent of India in llie Iinpei ial Jiecord Room at Calcutta. 

(4) Settlement registers .—There are twelve of those as follows :— 

(1) Register of settlement for the period 1197 to 1200 JasU. 

(2) Register of settlement made for the pornjd 1197 to 1206 fasli^ 

two volumes. 

(8) Register of the quinquennial settlement for 1202 jasli of the 
Province of Benares, two volumes. 

(4) Register of permanent settlement (1202 faali) of talooqa Jaloo- 

pora. Circar Benares. 

(5) Register of permanent settlement (1200 fasli) of pergana 

Mowaee, Circar Chuiiar. 

(6) Register of permanent settlement (1200 fasli) of tuppeh 

Chenaree, pergannah Kuntit. 

(7) Register of permanent settlement (1200 fasli) of pargana Kopa- 

chit, Circar Ghazipur. 

(8) Register of permanent settlement (1200 fasli) of pargana llavely 

Ghazipur, Circar Ghazipur. 
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‘ (9) Begister of permanent settlement (1200 fasti) of pargan* 

Bhootely, CirL-ar Chunar. 

(10) Register of permanent settlement (1200 fasti) of pargana 

Kutter, zila Benares. 

(11) Register of permanent settlement for tuppeh Operaiidh, par- 

gana Kuntit. 

(12) Register of the four year’s settlements of pargana Kuntit and 

Bullia made in 1790. 

There are in the office of the Collector of Benares many Vernacular 
Records relating to the permanent settlement. 

3. The okdinahy records of the Commissioner’s office. 

Fall into four classes;— 

(a) Revenue and judicial reconls arranged in files in five series, one 

for e.'uffi district in the division, and the general series. 

(1) The Benares series. 

(2) The Ghazipur series, 

(3) The Mirzapur series. 

(4) The Jaunpur series. 

(5) The General series. 

fb) Revenue, judicial and miscellaneous registers and statements. 

(r) The Settlement Records. 

(ci) Miscellaneous records arranged chronologically. 

(ci) The revenue and judicial records arranged in files. 

The Benares series .—Tliese consist of 135 volumes, namely 131 
volumes of revenue files and four volumes of judicial files. The 131 
volumes of revenue files are made up of 128 which were bound up in 
1904 and three volumes which were hound up subsequently. The first of 
these three volumes contains a list of files contained in the three volumes. 
The files that were bound up in 1904 are separated from one another by 
sheets of tissue paper. There is a register in which all these files,are listed 
and to this there is an alphabetical index. The list, however, includes a 
number of post-mutiny files, dealing as it does with all existing files, 
judicial and revenue, up to the year 1881. The numbers given to the 
files bear no relation to the period to which they refer. Thus file 
no. 20 may relate to the period 1830 to 1832 while file no. 21 may begin 
with the year 1870. On the back of each volume is a label containing 
the head “files nos. to ;the volume does not actually contain 
these files, but only the pre-mutiny ones which come in the group in 
question, the nost-mutiny files being kept in flat boards in an almirah. 
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Revenue fiZea.^The following is a list of the more important subjects 
dealt with in the revenue files :— 

Appointments. 

Appeals, 

Alluvion, 

Assessment, release from 

Boundaries, adjustment of, disputes about demarcation of 

Balances, annual adjustment of 

Buildings. 

Bridges. 

Cess, acreage, remission of 
Compensation for land. 

Cantonment lands. 

Claims for jagirs, etc. 

Diliivion. 

Districts, new, formation of 

Demand, Government, redistribution of, suspension of 
Embezzlements. 

Farming of land. 

Forgeries. 

Grounds, Burial, Encamping 
Godowns. 

Government grants to schools. 

Indigo factories. 

Interpretations of sections of Acta. 

Jumma, assessment of 
Jumabandis, alterations in 
Kistbundies. 

Lands, attachment of, assessment of, sale of, acquisition of, stud 
lands, fort land, muafi lands, invalid lands, Nankar lands^ 
lands occupied by Government. 

Muafis. 

Muafis, resumption of 
Malik ana allowance. 

Nomination of officers. 

Opium Factory. 

Partitions. 

Pattis, transfer of 

Parganas, revision of 

Patwaris, circles, re-arrangement of 

Pensions. 
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Revenue, alterations of, perpetual engagements for, recovery of 
arrears, suspension of 
Reports. 

Remissions. 

Roads, road cess. 

Rights, transfer of, sale of, record of, occupancy 
Rent for land, etc. 

Registers, formation and classification of 
Resignations. 

Residence, land taken for joint magistrate’s 

Records, maintenance and regi;?tration of, village records, revision of 
Sales, account of 

Settlement, summary, re-settlement. 

Suits. 

Survey of rivers and alluvial tracts. 

Sepoy and Sowar lines, construction of 
Stud department. 

Salt, smuggling of, into Bihar. 

Tenures. 

Treasure, Government, receptacles for 
Works, protective 

Judicial —The following is a list of the more important subjects 
dealt with in the judicial files :— 

Abolition of police stations. 

Appointments. 

Allowance for orphans. 

Bridges, closing of 
Boats, paddle, construction of 
Bungalow, Dak 
Cattle poisoning. 

Complaints. 

Cess, acreage 

Cases. , 

Chaukidari fund budget. 

Contributions. 

Compensation for land, 

Dacoits. 

Dispensary. 

Doolies for dead bodies. 

Duties. 

Emigrants, 
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Exemption of zamiudars from paying tolls. 

Euniiche, registration of 
Ferries. 

Ferry, public 
Fairs. 

Fines. 

Graveyards. 

Garden, public 
Hospital. 

Holi. 

Infanticide. 

Mohurrum. 

Orphan children, maintenance of, by Government. 

Opium cases. 

Poli(;e sowar lines, reconstruction of 
Police Force. 

Police stj^tions, construction of, abolition of 
Police outpost, sale of 
Police, municipal, rural 
Road works. 

Rani of Biittikb. 

Rewards for killing snakes. 

Swords, preyentalion of 
Sanitary arrangements. 

Serais, rojiairs of 

Statistics, vital, registration of 

Suits. 

Sowar lines. 

Sale of trees. 

Town, new, formation of 
Tolls, remission of 

The Ghazipiir series .—This consists of 113 volumes made up m 
1904 and one supplcmeiitary volume prepared later. Of the 113 volumes, 
111 contain revenue and 2 judicial files. They are numbered and listed 
and indexed, and arranged in precisely the same manner as the Benares 
serie'^. The subjects dealt with in them are of the same nature as those 
in the Benares series. 

The Mirzapur series .—This consists of 115 volumes, 113 contain¬ 
ing revenue, and 2 judicial, files bound up in 1904, and one guard 
book of revenue fil es prepared subsequently. These are numbered, indexed, 
and listed in the same manner as the Benares and Ghazipur series and 
the general nature of their contents is the same. 
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The Jaunpiir* series .—This cuiisists of 62 bouml voluinos of revenue 
files made up in 1904, 1 bound volume of judicial files made up in 
1904, 4 bastas of loose correspondence dating from 1818 to 1828, 13 
guard books prepared subsequent to 1904 containing revenue corre- 
spondenco, and 1 containing judicial files. 

The 63 volumes bound up in 1904 contain files dating from 1826. 
They appear to contain all the papers that were sent from Allahabad to 
Benares on the transfer of the Jaunpur district in 1891. There is a list 
of these files but no index i,o the list. ^ 

The 4 bastas and ll guard books prepared subsefpiontly to 1904 
consist of correspondence which was rcnioved from AllaliaJiad to Benares 
in 1909. 

Basta no. 1 conia,ius correspondence of 1818 to 1820. 

Basta no. 2 contains correspondence of 1821 to 1823. 

Basta no. 3 contains correspondence of 1824 to 1826. 

Basta no. 4 contains correspondcaice of 1827 to 1828. 

The corrosi)ondeucc suhscajuent to 1829 is contained in tht' 10 guard 
books mentioned above and has been made up into 17 revenue and 2 
judicial files. A list of the revenue files is included in (he first of those 
volumes. The two judicial files are pasted in a single guard hook. 

The General series .—This consists of files of a general nature which 
relate to more than one district. These files are classified as (i) revenue, 
(ii) judicial. 

{i) The Revenue files .—This series consists of 368 files, 113 of which 
are of dales later than llie Mutiny. 3 hc'. pre-niuliny files are 
bound up in 19 volumes. 

The files in this series have been arranged neither chronologically 
nor alphabetically. >Some of them are not of a general nature and ought 
properly to find place in one or other of the district scries. They have 
been listed. The following are the more important subjects dealt with 
in them :— 

Appeals. 

Assamis, Shikmi 

Abkari. 

Administration reports, annua) 

Boundaries, district 

Collector and Magistrate, amalgamation oi (lie offices of 
Gases, rnuafi 

Collections^ demand and balance, of the past fasli year, statement 
of 

Dastaks. 
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Endowments, charitable 

Embezzlements. 

Estates, list of, in which the proprietors were willing to contribute 
8 annas per cent, on juiiia in aid of local schools, sub-letting 
of, list of ( States in whicli the ynvuiJfc had been wholly or partly 
remitted on account oi dilavion. 

Farmers, number of estates held by, for default of the proprietors, 
statement slK)wing 

Hemp fibre. 

Irrigation from tanks and reservoirs. 

Lands, w aste, sir, sold by order of (?ivil court, statement of 

ordinary sales, tninsfers and farms of 

Mooturfeli tax. recommendations for its abolition. 

.IVlardvenzie’s, ]\Ir. Holt, Minute, dated tiie 2eoth Novembrny ISbO. 

.]\Iaps of sitjes ('(jeiipied by public buildings, preparation of 

Mnafi regist( 0 's. 

Ikitwaris. (]l was rub' i that no patwari indebted to tlie zunindars 
of any village, ihc papers of wliicb be prep;.ired, should be 
deemed a taustwortby witness regarding its accounts or 
a{>ticu llura,! arrangemciils, iind tfiat lie sliould be liable to 
dismissal unless tlie delit was luiuidatcd witiiin a reasonable 
time.) 

Pensions. 

Parganr. rate. 

yai‘ung(K.^s, modibcal.ions in tim ofiicc^ of 

fleveniio, sales of e.itates for a,rrear.s of, reveiiiie euMections, I'ovcnue 
administration reporls, statements of the leveiuie administra¬ 
tion ui tlu^ jiast year, i('missions. 

llhea Ibne. 

ib'cords, arrangement <»f, instructions for maintaining the record of 
riglits, iiossess.ions c.,nd liabilities. 

Ilainfall in (dorakhpur, Memojandiim of the average of, during the 
year 1847 -S. ((iorakbpui* wss at one time in the Benares 
Di vision). 

Iliglits, proprietary, of holders of villages, general remarks on 

vSettlement. 

Stamps, distribution, custody, and sale of 
(It was provided that a supply of stamps for retail sale was to be 
kept at every police station at which letters were received 
for despatch.) 
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Suits, summary 
Survey papers. 

Taluqdari allowance. 

Talabaua. 

Tenures, different kinds ot, under the pormiinont settlement. 

Village communities, rules governing 
(u) Ihe Judicial fdcs .—This series is composed of 212 files of which 
51 are subseejueut to the Mutiny. The pi’e-mutiny bios are bound up in 
eight volumes. Their arrangement exhibits the same defects as the revenue 
series. They have been listed. TIk' last file contains a copy of Dr. 
Sherwood’s aerjount of Phansigars^ dated December 1810. The 
following is a list of the nmre important subjects dealt with in this 
serii's ;— 

Agents, Loci I 
Apperds. 

Loais, proposal to levy toll on * 

Ih-iLish suhjocts, tri<al of 
Burkandezes. 

Churns. 

(ioiris, gold, ancient 
Criminals. 

Crimes, annual cc>^nparative statement of 
Chaiikidari collections, account of 
Dispensarics, chari iab 1 e 
ilaselira. 

Dacoities. 

Ex-Ami]’s, removal of, from Hazaribagb to Chazipur. 

Eerries, Public, statement oHy ferry coll(Hitions. 

Crants for the maintenance oi medical practitioners. 

CrantS'in-aid to schools. 

Ganges, navigation of 
Holi. 

Infanticide. 

Kuttras, register of 
Lands, sale of^ 

Mohurrum. 

Nazul property. 

Nana Saliib, apprehension of, notificaliou relating to 
North-West Provinces, Government of, list of divisions, districts^ 
tahsildars, and police stations under 
Processions, religious 
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Petit ions. 

Police reports, annual. Police and supplies. 

Prisoner’s health, Surgeon’s report on 

Hoads, Grand Trunk Hoad, police arrangements along, road muhal- 
las, on the entir(‘ line of, Hurdashtkhanas on, printed report 
on, by Mr. J. Stool, robberies on and proposed employment 
■ of European agency for patrolling it. Bundelkhand, Saugar 
N('rbudd.a roads, papers regarding 
Hoad Fund (_s)mmittce. 

]vewards. 

Sanatorium, Domungurh, transfer to (iovernment. 

Serais; register of 
Suits. 

Sandbanks. 

Steamers. 

Tj'ees, siinkerf, removal of 
Thugs. 

Vernacular language in place of Persian, introduction of, as official 
li.nguage. 

Wharf, construction of 

(h) ]lev€'!ra<\ J i idle i at n't id Miscellaiteous registers <tnd statements. 
These eonsist of FSl volumes of lists and abstracts of letters issued 
and la^ceived, also of the following registers : — 

(1) Proceedings of th» Committee regulating tlic bequest of Varikat 

Achariya for the year 1S40. 

(2) IVIinutes of proceedings of the Benares Committee of Impro\ > 

nienl. 

(d) Pension register, Benart's division.] 

(d) .Itegist.er of (uvil suits. 

(5) ]Pa 7 /’registers. 

(()) Sarai registers. 

(7) Hegistei- of lands for public use. 

((S) JVazid rogisUn-. 

(9) Hegistei-of municipal improvcmci-ts. 

(10) Ivcgisler of roads. 

Cll) Itegistcr of bridges. 

(12) Cash account of the Hon’ble Company’s Stouc Mahal, 1799 to 
1802. 

(c) The settlement records. 

Such records are ordinarily kept in the Collector’s office. The last 
revision of the settlement which took plncoin the pei iod 1840 to 1842 was 
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not restricteil lo one district and as several of the settlcmont’^officers 
worked in more than one district, the records of these are kept in the 
Commissioner’s office. They comprise 72 volumes, namely 5 volumes 
of correspondence— 

Volume I .—Letters received in March 1840 by Mr. C. Raikes, 
Settlement Officer of Benares and Ghazipur. 

Volume II .—Letters received by the same from January 1840 to 
August 1841. 

Volume III .—Letters received between January and September 
1842 by Mr. C. Chester, Settlement Officer, Benares and 
Jaunpur. 

Volume IV .—Letters received between June 1841 and March 1842 
by Messrs, Raikes and Wylly, Settlement Officers of Benares 
and Ghazipur. 

Volume V .—Letters relating to settlement matters received by the 
Collector of Benares between January 1844 and March 1853. 

Twenty-one volumes of village statements. These bear no date, 
but the paper on which they are written bears a water mark, dated 1841. 

Twenty-one volumes of village maps. 

Twenty-six settlement registers. 

{d) Miscellaneous records arranged chronologically. 

These records consist of— 

(1) Tioenty-seven volumes containing miscellaneous corre8j)07idencet 
from 1796 to 1844, together with one volume containing Philip Robin¬ 
son's notes with the index to records, 1810 to 182G. The majority of these 
letters are office copies of letters written by the Collector of llenares and 
thereforo properly belong to the record room of that officer: but they 
have been very badly bound up, and, mixed up with the Collector’s letters 
are numbers of statements relating to the Benares, Ghazipur, Mirzapur, 
Azamgarh and Gorakhpur districts. 

It is among these miscellaneous revenue records that old documents 
not to be found in the above-mentioned five districts should be looked for* 
They are labelled “ Miscellaneous Revenue Records.” 

(2) Six volumes of other miscellaneous records :— 

Volume /.—Circulars received by the Commissioner of the Benares 
division during 1829 to 1848. This volume contains a number 
of interesting records noteably— 

(a) General rules of practice framed in 1829, applicable to the 
Sudder Board of Revenue and the Commissioners of 
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Revenue. (These rules wen; printed and printed copies 
exist in some offices ) 

(b) Rules for making settlements of land revenue, framed in 1837. 

(c) A printed rnemoranduin of the year 1835 representing the 

o])erations oT the law for the recovery of arrears of 
revenue hy tlie sales of lands permanently settled. 

Volume If .—A volume of letters sent between January 1819 and 
December 1(S23 by the Magistrate of Benares to Mr. Ewer, 
the Superinlendent of Police in the Western Provinces. 
(When Commissioners of Revenue and Circuit were appointed 
by Regulation I of 1829 the functions of Superintendont of 
Poli <'0 f<n‘ each division were assigned to the Commissioner. 
The Commissioner’s full title; was “ Commissioner of Revenue 
and ( hreuit and Superintendent of Police.”) 

Volumes III iind I V .—Two guard books containing copies of 
settlement correspondence for the period .1839 to 1845. 
This relat(;.s to the various districts in the Benares division. 

Volume lb—'One guard book containing qopies of correspondence 
relating, to— 

(a) the claims of the Raja of Benares in Pindraha, Belwa, etc., 
{b) a memorial of tiie I’aja. of Benares of th{; year 1843, 

(c) correspondence regarding irregular partitions in the period 
1843 4. 

Voluruc VI. — One guard book containing copies of miscellaneous 
revenue correspondence relating to the Benares division. 
This correspondence has been listed. 

VI.—Table showing contents of bastas. 

Table T. 

Record room of the Agent to the Governor Oeneral. 

No. 

of (Contents. 

bastas. 

1. F'ive volumes of political letters issued—(Series I) 6th Octo¬ 

ber, 1795, to 10th May, 1804. 

2. Six volurae.s of political letters issued—(Series I) 13th May, 

1804, to 21st January, 1813. 

3. Four volumes of political letters issued—(Series I) 22ad 

January, 1813, to 10th December, 1822. 

4. Five volumes of political letters issued —(Series I) 10th 

December, 1822, to 31st March, 1836. 
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5. Five volumes of political letters issued—(Series 1) 6th April, 

1836, to 18th September, 1844. 

6. Five volumes of political letters issued—(vSories I) 22nd 

September, 1844, to 6th Slarch, 1851. 

7. Five volumes of political letters issued—(Sorii's I) 7th March, 

1851, to 12th November, 1855. 

8. Two volumes of political letters issued—(Series I) 14th No¬ 

vember, 1855, to 11th July, 1851). 

*9. 

10. Five volumes of miscellaneous letters issued—(Scries III) 

16th July, 1795, to 24th flanuary, 1805. 

11. Five volumes of miscellaneous letters received—(Series III) 

27th January, 1805, tc 30th Dcccmbi^r, 1809. 

12. Five volumes of miscellaneous letters received—(SerievS III) 

Isc January, 1810 to 31st l)eceird>ei\ 1814. 

13. Five voluaios of miscc'llaiieous lettinvs received—(Series III) 

1815 to 1819. 

14. Five volumes of miscellaneous letters received—(Series III) 

1820 to 1824, 

15. Five volumes of miscellauooiis letters received—(Scries III) 

1825 10 1829. 

16. Five volumes of misciellaneous loiters ref'civcd—(Series III) 

1830 to 29th August, 1833. 

17. Five voluiiK^s of miscellcviieous hitters laiceivcd — (Scries III) 

25th September, 1833, to 1838. 

18. Six volumes of miscellaneous letters re'^eived—(Series III') 

1839 to 1844. 

19. Five volumes of miscellaneous letters received—(Series III) 

1845 to 1849. 

20. Four volumes of miscellaneous letters received—(Series III) 

1850 to 1852. 

21. Four volumes of miscellaneous letters received—(Series III) 

1853 to 1856. 

22. Seven volumes of letters . received from the Oovernrnent— 

(Series IV) 1836 to 1842. 

23. Seven volumes of letters received from the Government — 

(Series IV) 1843 to 1849. 

•Note,—T he contents of this basta appertitin to tUc Colloctot of Benures and th(i 
Oasta has, therefore, boen transferred to that office. 
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24. ^ Seven volumes of letters received from the Government— 

(Series IV) 1850 to 1856. 

25. Eight volumes of letters received regarding Coorg Family— 

(Series V) 1834 to 1846. 

26. Eight volurncH of letters received regarding Coorg Family— 

(Series V) 1847 to 1854. 

TAliLE II. 

Contents of bastas in the record room of the Commissioner. 

Red bastas.—Original correspondence of varioais Residents at Benares, 

96 volumes. 

I (One index to Duncan records. 

(Four volumes of miscellaneous correspondence—1776 to 1788. 
r Three volumes of miscellaneous corrcspoiidencc—1785 to 1788. 

2. < Four monthly volumes of correspondence—January to March 
C 1788. 

3. Eight monthly volumes of corrcapondencc—April to Decem¬ 

ber J788. 

4. Five monthly volumes of correspondence—January to July 

1789. 

5. Five monthly volumes of corres])ondonee—August to Decem¬ 

ber -1789. 

/ One volume of settlement paptaes, 1789 to 1790, 

6. < Four monthly volumes of eorrespoudonce—January to April 
I ]790. 

7. Seven monthly volumes of correspondence—May to JVovember 

1790. 

8. Fonr volumes of miscellaneous correspondence—1790 and 

1791. 

9. Seven monthly volumes of correspondence—for the year 1791. 

10. Six monthly volumes of correspondence—January to June 

1792. 

11. Five monthly volumes of correspondence—July to October 

1792. 

12. Five monthly volumes of correspondence—November 1792 to 

May 1793. 

13. Five monthly volumes of correspondence—June 1793 to 

March 1794.' 

14. Four monthly volumes of correspondence—April to July 1794. 

15. Four monthly volumes of correspondence—July to October 

1794. 
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^One volume of I'nisf'ellaiieons p:ipor.s for the year 1794. 

1C. 

V Three monthly volumes of correspondence—November 1794 


to February 1795. 


17. 

Five monthly volumes of correspondence—March to December 


1795. 


f One voliime of rniscellanoons papers for 1795. 

18.- 

Two volumes of settlement 

record.s. 

One volume of Duncan Records printed. 

One volume of-index to Philip Robinson’s *• Ghnzipur note 



book.” 



I'Four volumes of Philip Rol 

dnson’s “ (ihazipur note book.” 

ISA. ^ 

1 One volume ,,, 

Rough notes, 1787-8 and 


^ 1799 t(>lSlO. 


19. 

Four volumes of copies of various proceedings of Diincan. 


YeVow hast (IS. — Proi^eed huj 

<■ cf lies id t' Jits at lie naves. 

20. 

Five v ime.s of proeeedings, October ITST to A])i'il 1788. 

2J. 

Throe ,, 

M,..y to July 17SS. 

22. 

Four ,, ,, 

August to Dec 17(88. 

23. 

Three 

January to J\)arch 17 89. 

24. 

Three ,, 

April to June 1789. 

25. 

Three ,, ,, 

July to September IT-'O. 

2G. 

Four ,, ,, 

October 1789 to J.vnnary 1790. 

27. 

Four ,, 

February to July 1790, 

28. 

Two ,, 

Jun(^ arid July 1790. 

29. 

I'hreo ,, ,, 

August and October 1790. 

80. 

Foui' 

November 1 790 to February 
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>31. 

Five ,, ,, 

March to July 1791. 

32, 

Five 

August 1791 to January 1792, 

33. 

Two ,, ,, 

February and May 1792, 

34. 

Two 

vlunii and July 1792. 

35. 

Five „ ,, 

August to December 1792. 

3G. 

hive ,, ,, 

January to May 1793. 

37. 

Five 

June to October 1793. 

38. 

Five 

November 17i)3 to Match 1794 

39. 

Four , 

April to June 1794. 

40. 

Five „ 

July to November l704. 

41. 

P’ive „ 

December 1794 to April 1795 

42. 

Four ,, 

May to Atigust 1795. 


40 
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rOne volume of list of proceedings arranged chronologically 
from 7th August, 1791, to April 1797. 

One Alphabetical index to subject of letters issued and 
received, 1790. 

43. 1 One Alphabetical index to subject of letters issued and 
roct ived, 1792 to 1795. 

One volume of proceedings at the Treasurer’s office, Septem- 
l)( 3 r to December 1790. 

V. 

Fourteen volumes of copies of letters issued and iniscel- 
40 j Ian eons statements. 

47. ' 

48. 

49 . -) 

no. 

ni. 

52. 

53. 

54. 


I Fourteen volumes of settlement registers. 


} These Inslas contain settlement records. 


50. 


5 i . 

58. 

59. 

00, J 

White hasias,—hidex and Altfitract Issue and llecApt Registers, 

01 —95. Contain those 181 register.'.:. The record keeper has prepared 
a MS. record of the contents of each Itasfa, 

96—97. Contain twelve miscellaneous registers. 

Broum lastas.—Miscellaneous records arranged chronologically, 

28 volumes. 

98. Six guard books containing correspondence of 1796. 

99. ■ 


100 . 


fFive ,, 

1797. 

One guard book 

1798. 

"Two guard boohs 

1798. 

Oiie guard book 

1799. 

One ,, 

1800 to 1302. 

1 One ,, 

1803-4. 

LOne „ 

1805. 

fOno 

180G-7. 

j One ,, 

1808 to 1810. 

lOae 

1811 „ 1814. 
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fOno guard book containing correspondence of 1815-16. 

I One „ „ „ 1817 to 1819, 

101 ^ 

* ' One volume of Philip B.obinson*s notes Tvith index to records 
1810 to 1826. 

^One guard book containing correspondence of 1820 to 1823. 
One „ „ „ 1823. 

^ One ,, „ „ 1824 to 1830. 

"’|One „ „ „ 1828 „ 1830. 

iOao ,, „ „ 1831 „ 1844. 

102A. Six guard books of miscellaneous revenue records described 
on page 293. 

103. Five guard books of general revenue files nos. 1 to 23. 


104. 

Five 

guard books of general revenue files 

nos. 32 to 71. 

105. 

Five 

guard books of general revenue files 

nos. 75 to 82. 

106. 

Five 

guard books of general revenue files 

nos. 83 to 109. 

107. 

Four 

guard books of general revenue file? 

nos. 110 to 

156. 

108. 

Five 

guard books of general revenue files nos. 159 to 

368. 

109. 

F our 

guard books of general judicial files nos. 13 to 86. 

lOOA. 

Four 

guard books of general judicial fih 

nos. 87 to 224. 

Black hastas.—Benares District Revenue and Judicial fiU 


110. 

Six guard books containing rovenue files nos. 1 to 

52. 

111. 

Six 

»» 1) >> ’ 

53 „ 

88. 

112. 

Six 


83 „ 

123. 

113. 

Six 

ff u »> 

124 „ 

173. 

114. 

Six 

11 ) > *■ •’ 

174 

219. 

115. 

Six 

>1 M »> ! 

220 „ 

260. 

116. 

Six 

,, ,, ,, 

'261- „ 

286. 

117. 

Six 


287 

310. 

118. 

Six 

}t 

311 .. 

340. 

119. 

Six 

]| ») >> 1 

341 „ 

366. 

120. 

Six 

)} »» > 

367 ,, 

393. 

121. 

Six 

f) tt )• 

394 „ 

420. 

122. 

Six 

l» >> ) 

421 „ 

451. 

123. 

Five 

n ) 

452 ,, 

472. 

124. 

Five 

M tJ f> ) 

473 „ 

4S9. 

125. 

Six 

f) }* >} 

490 

512. 

126. 

Six 

J) »J } 

513 „ 

973. 

127. 

Six 

>1 l> >> > 

1504 „ 

1760. 

128. 

Six 

f} i> 1 

1761 „ 

1898. 
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129, Six guard boakd containing revenue files nos. 1899 to 1954, 

130, Seven „ „ 1955 „ 2005, 

/ Three „ „ „ „ 2006 „ 2084. 

vTwo guard hooks containing judi(dal files nos. 1 to 114. 

132. Five guard hooks containing supplementary Benares Revenue 
and Judicial tiles. 


Blue hastas.—Mirzapur District Revenue and Judicial flies. 


1 no 

/ Oue guard hook of supplementary revenue files. 


1 OO. 

(Five guard books containing 

revenue files nos. 219 to 510. 

134. 

Five ,, „ 

511 

626, 

135. 

Five 

627 

„ 766. 

13G. 

Five ,, „ 

797 

850. 

137, 

Five 

„ 921 

n 981. 

138. 

Four* ,, 

„ 982 

„ 1006. 

139. 

Four „ „ 

„ 1007 

„ 1035. 

140. 

Five 

1036 

„ 1067. 

141. 

Five „ 

,, 1068 

„ 1101. 

142, 

Fix 

1102 

„ 1146. 

J43. 

Five ,, 

1147 

,, 1174. 

144. 

Five 

,, 1175 

,, 1221. 

145. 

Five ,, 

„ 1222 

1249. 

14G. 

Fi V t; ,, j , 

„ 1256 

„ 1291. 

147. 


j292 

„ 1318. 

148. 

Five ,, „ 

„ 1319 

„ 1356, 

149, 

J V e ,, 

1357 

„ 1398. 

150. ^ 

/ One guard book ,, 

enclosure to file no. 1398. 


^ Xi'our guard books „ 

revenue files nos. 

1399 to 


1410. 



151. 

Four guard books ooa(,aining 

revenue files nos, 1411 to 1433. 

152. 

Five „ „ 

„ 1434 

„ 1495. 

153. 

Five 

„ 1496 

,, 1578. 

154. 

Four 

, 1574 to 1612. 

155. 

Four „ 

1613 

„ 1027. 

15G. - 

( Two 

1628 

„ 1648, 


xa^^o 

Judicial nos. 1 

„ 84. 

Green hastas,—Ghazipur District Revenue and Judicial files. 

157, 

Five guard books containing 

reyonuo files nos. 1 

to 68. 

158, 

Five ,, 

n 87 

„ 214. 

159, 

Five ,, 

324 

,, 392, 

HO, 

Five ,, ,, 

393 

„ 421, 
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IGl. 

Five 

guard books contaimog revenue files nos. 422 to 436. 

162. 

Five 

,, 

,, „ 

437 

, 463. 

163. 

Five 

,, 

II >> 

464 

1, 564. 

164. 

Five 

>> 

»i >> 

565 , 

, 594. 

165. 

Six 

1) 

>» »> 

595 

, 616. 

166. 

Five 


>j »» 

617 , 

, 621. 

167. 

Five 

,, 

I » II 

622 

, 653. 

168. 

Five 

i> 

M Jl 

654 

, 675. 

169. 

Five 


t> ff 

676 

, 696. 

170. 

Five 

• f 

J» >» 

697 

. 723. 

171. 

Five 

}) 

1) II 

724 , 

, 734A. 

172. 

Five 

,, 

>> ff 

735 ,, 

760. 

173. 

Five 


ff ff 

761 „ 

773. 

174. 

Four 


If ff 

774 „ 

1357. 

175. 

Four 

>> 

f’ ff 

1358 ,, 

1441. 

176. 

Five 

)> 

f» f f 

1444 ,, 

1469. 

177. 

Four 


ff M 

1470 „ 

1488 





(P‘ 

irt 2). 

178. 

Five 

,, 

II 11 

1488 (part 3) 





to 1517. 


f Three 


ll II 

1518 to 

1866. 

179.;°“ 

\ 

ff 

,, supplementary 

revenue files 



nos. 

1 to 5. 


l^Two guard books 

,, judicial files nos. 1 to 151. 


Purple bastas,—Jaunpur District Revenue and Judicial files. 


f One guard book containing revenue files of 182(3, 1827 and 1828, 


1 One 


ff 

>} 

1830 aud 1831. 

1832. 

^^One 


1 1 

,> 

nos. 19 to 97 of 1833. 

rOne 

? j 

I 1 

ft 

„ 101 „ 107 of 1833. 


1 One 

} ] 

ll 

,, 

of 1834. 

181. { One 


1 1 

,, 

„ 1835. 


j One 

yy 

II 

y> 

„ 1836. 


l^One 


ll 

ff 

nos. 24 to 40 of 1837. 

182.. 

' Two guard books 

f> 

1 1 

„ 41 „ 231 „ 1837. 

. Three 

ll 

)f 

ll 

„ 4 „ 47 „ 1838. 

183.- 

f Three 

II 

„ 

ff 

„ 48 „ 259 1838. 

CTwo 

1 1 

ll 


„ 51 „ 63 „ 1839. 

184. 

Five 

ft 

11 

11 

„ 64 „ 81 „ 1839. 

185,- 

f Two 

ff 

>1 

II 

„ 82 107 „ 1839. 

L Three 

I I 

7i 

ft 

„ 12 „ 64 „ 1840. 
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186. 

Five guard books conlaiDing revenue files nos. 65 to 194 of 1840. 

187. 

Five 

}) 

)» 

„ „ 21 „ 203 „ 1841. 

188. 

r Three 

tt 

>» 

„ „ 204 „ 222 „ 1841. 


ITwo 

>» 

I > 

„ 6 „ 23 „ 1842. 


r Three 



24 „ 60 1842. 

189. 

(.Two 

>i 

if 

1043. 


^ Two 
y Two 

>» 

>» 

1844. 

190. 

n 

)> 

„ 1845. 


1 One 


,, 

„ nos. 8 to 24 „ 1846. 


(One 

»» 

>> 

„ „ 30 „ 51 .. 1846. 

191. 

N Four 

) J 


„ of 1848, 49, .50, 51, 52 


1 



of 1853. 

192.- 

f Four 

„ 

)) 

„ of 1854 to 1857, 

i One 

j > 

y> 

judicial file no. 1. 

193. 

Six 

)> 

*> 

supplementary revenue files 





nos. 1 to 10. 


^ Four 

„ 

>* 

supplementary revenue files 

194.. 




nos. 11 to 18. 


t One 

1) 


judicial files nos. 1 and 2. 

195. 

Loose papers of the years 

1818 to 1820. 

196. 

1) 


») 

1821 1823. 

197. 

)• 



1824 „ 1826. 

198. 

>) 


O 

1827 „ 1828. 







CHAPTER XXIX. 


PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAGISTRATE 
AND COLLECTOR, BENARES 

I.—Origin of the district and subsequent changes in its area. 

II.—General nature of the records. 

III.—Classification of the records. 

IV.—How to find a record. 

V.—Descriptive account of the records. 

VI. —Printed lists. 

VII. —Lists of files, etc., showing the volumes and hastas in which 
they occur. 

iV.i?.—Tho record.s in this record room include, m addition to those appertaining to 
the present district of Benares. 

(1) Kevenue records of the Ghazipur and Pallia districts till 1817. 

(2) Kevenue records of the Jaunjnir district till 1818. 

(3) Kevenue records of the Mirzapur district till 1830. 

I. * Origin of the district and subsequent changes in its area. 

The origin of the district has been set forth in the history of the 
Benares Province (page 258). The charge of the Collector of Benares was 
originally very large including as it did the whole proviuce. In 1817 
Ghazipur including Pallia was constituted a separate collectorate. In 
1818, Jautipur was divided off and in 1830 Mirzapur. 

There have been numerous minor changes in the constitution of the 
district. These are summarised as followas on page 135 of the Benares 
Gazetteer. 

The first change took place in 1818, almost immediately after the 
constitution of the new districts, when Narwan was transferred from 
Ghazipur to Benares in exchange for the small pargana of Khanpur, to 
the north of the Giimti. In 1822 the whole tappa Guzara was given to 
Jaunpur, and this was followed in 1833 by the assignment of the Daunra 
and Sigramau taluq as to the same district. Two more villages went to 
Jaunpur in 1834, and in 1840 the two outlying villages of Bhitri and 
Gopalapur, which occupy a bend in the Qumti and had formerly belonged 
to Guzara, were apportioned to daunpur. The boundary was further 
rectified by the inclusion of five detached villages in pargana Pandrah. 
Besides these, many other transfers occurred from time to time of which 
no definite record exists. A largo part of Narwan was reallotted to 
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Qhazipiir and a small portion of Dhus to Mirzapur, both before 1840. 
The last change of any importance was the assignment of six villages of 
Jaunpur to Pandrah in 1877.” 

II.—General nature of the records. 

The records of this district have suffered heavily by indiscriminate 
weeding and those that have survived have been classihed in a most 
unsatisfactory manner. In consequence, it is not always an easy matter 
to find any record. Fortunately, the earlier records are fairly complete. 
Benares is the earliest collectorship in the United Provinces. 

When Jonathan Duncan made over charge of the office of Ptesident at 
Benares in September 1795 the post of Ilesident was virtually abolished. 
With effect from tlu*. 29th September the political work of the late liesi- 
<lent was done by the Agent to the Governor General and the Kevenue 
work by the Collector. The first Collector was Mr. Alexander Duncan 
who followed the practice of the Resideut and held proceedings, the 
ininutcs of which were set forth hi a register, llis successor, Erskine, 
f()]]ow(’d this procedure. Routledge, who succeeded Erskine in 1790, 
continued thc^e proceedings only until the end of that year. From 1797 
onwards letters received wore filed in original and letters issued were 
copied out inio a register. The (collector wrote many drafts with his 
own hand anti some of these have been preserved. 

Originally the letters received were filel in chronological order, but 
in 1844 tlu' Collector, Mr, Ommany, introduced the system of classifying 
otfici.il correspondence at^cordiug to subjects, each mauza and general 
subject having a misl or file to itself. The system introduced by Ommany 
was not very strictly (J).served in subsequent years. In consequence some 
correspondence was not filed with the appropriate misl. Later, when the 
records were arranged, these letters were not placed in their proper raisls 
lait bound up in a chronological series. 

Nor is this the only defect in the classification. When the letters 
arrange ! chronologically wi re hound uj) in volumes, instead of being 
arranged in one issue and one receipt serie.s lasting from 1795 to 1843 for 
revenue letters and the same for judicial letters they were divided into a 
number of series the dates of which overlap. It is difficult to under^ 
stand on whi^t principle th^^se several series were made. 

The records have not been indexed, but a list of all the files has been 
made which is reproduced below and printed lists of certain of the records 
were prepared under the supervision of Mr R. P. Dewhurst, I.C.S., in 
1^04. These lists are bound up in G volumes. Since their compilation 



( 3or, ) 


;i number of new records (many of whi»di appertain to the periods covered 
by these lists) have been discovered. In consequence the lists prepared by 
Mr. Dowhurst are by no means exhaust ive but they are useful as showing 
in some detail t^e nature of that part of judicial and re venue correspon¬ 
dence which is hied chronologi cally. 

ni —Classifisation of the records. 

The classification is most unsatisfactory. Tlie rc'cords as now arranged 
fall into two mu in classes. Those arranged chronologically and those 
made up into files. The records arranged chronologdeal ly have been 
further sub-divided up into scries. The classification is ;i,s follows ;— 

]. Thk TiEnoims arra.noed ciironologtcjally. 

(a) lie venue corrcsjx)ndence. 

Series 7.— Letters issued from 1799 to 18h8, 4 volumes. 

Series 77.—Letters received from 1799 t(> IboG, 9 volumes. 

Series III . — Letters received from 1818 to 1820, 8 volumes. 

Series TV. —Lc'tiers received and issued from 1843 to 1854, 3 
volumes. 

(Printed lists of the majority of the above l(‘tters exist.) 

Series V. —Proceedings aud copies of (‘.orrespondence of tlie Collec¬ 
tor, 1795 to 1803, 9 volumes, (la addition to t!ie tibove there is in 
the Commissioner’s ollice, imicli of the early correspondence of the 
Collector of Benares. Thiis correspondence e msists of original letters 
received and drafts of letters is.-aied and is contnim'd in the miscella¬ 
neous records arranged chronologically which are tied up in brown 
hastas nos. 98 to 102 in tlie Commissioucr's record room.) 

( b) Judicial eorresitondence. 

Series I. —Letters receivaal from 179(3 to 1858, G volumes. 

Series 77.—Letters issued and ruceived from 1800 to 1857, 4 volumes. 

(Printed lists of the above o.xist.) 

(c) Educational correspondence. 

Only one volume exisis containing the correspondence for the j)eriod 
1842 to 1853. (A printed list of this exists.) 

2. Pecords arranged in files. 

Those records date from i<S44 and have been made up into 152 files 
which have been bound up in 45 volumes. 

IV.— Hov7 to find a record. 

If the record be prior to 1844 the printed lists should be consulted. 
If it is not in the printed lists, it may be taken that if the paper sought 

41 
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for is of a juilicial nature it has been disstroyod. If, on the other linnd, 
the paper in question relates to revenue matters, it should be loo!;ed 
for in series V of the revenue reeords arranged chronologically and, if 
not there, in the miscellaneous revenue records in ])a6ta8 98 to 102 in 
the Commissioner's office. If the revenue record be of a date later than 
1843, it should be looked for in the appropriate file, and if not there, the 
lists setting forth the coni Aits of series IV of the revenue correspondence 
should be consulted. In the case of judicial correspondence, series III 
should becoDsuUed and. if educational, the volume of educational corre¬ 
spondence. 

V.—Descriptive account of the records. 

1. The CKRONOLOUIOAL SERIES. 

(u) The revenue correspondence. 

Series V .—It is convumieut to deal with series V first because this 
contains the eoiliest records. At the time these series were 
coiistitutcd, the ex is! cnee (f series V was not known. This 
explains why ll.(‘ earliest scrii^s bears the no. V, This sc'iie? 
consis ts o( !) vwlunk s. 

Vdiunc T—Conlaips pixu-ca'drip.gs of Collector of llenai’cs from 29th 
September, 179e, to3!st ])ecem])er, ITffib. Tiiesc' pj'oceedings 
w(']'(! liffid by Biix Aioxa.i;(ier Itimcau, (toih'Ctor of IJcnares. 

is an pJpliahe! ical index of the contents at the begin¬ 
ning, oi volmne. 

\b)!i:me 11. — VK.ceebings of llie Collector oi Benares in January and 
Behruoiy 1799. Th(t earliei- [)roceedirigs are those of Mr. 
Alexiualer Duncan, the later those of Mr. J. 1). Erskine. JJiere 
is an alphabetical index at the Leginiiing ot this volume. 

Volnn e IJl. — Broceedings of tlic Collector j'rom Jst March to 29tli 
July, J79(i. The earlier proceedings are those of Mr. Erskine 
and llie later ones those of ]\Jr. ,1. Jvouth'dge. There is no 
index to tliis volume. 

After the year .1 < 90 the Collector no longer kept his records in the 
form of }>rocee.!iiigs. The earliest proceeding is dated l/ue 29th September, 
1795, ami records a ktter to Alexander Duncan, Collector of the Kevenue 
and Customs in the zamindari of jjenaros, from the acting llesidont 
stating that from the 29th S.'pteiiihcr the now system of conducting the 
business of the zamindari sliould take effect) and handing overcharge 
of that part of the Rc'sidency that relate{I to the collection of the revenue 
and custoiuil and the balance of the cash in the treasury and such of the 
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records of ihc Resident’s oflfice as appertained to the Collect^ 
office. 

The second proceeding is dated the 1st of Oetobj 
on that date of a proclamation declaring th|;J 
fixed in peipotuity. 

These volumes of proceedings ' contai^^^fEIy^ treasury accoi( 
Among the more important subjects dealt with, mention may be tnad(3 
of coinage, revenue, pensions, European residents in the district, ammuni¬ 
tion for sobundies, bullocks for the same, indigo works, bills of exchange, 
hal towjoes, saltpetre, customs duties, changes of Commanding Officers, 
march of troops, guards, supplies, pay of troops, farming of land, t:;kavi. 
Much of tlio correspondence (hails with the public granaries. There were 
Golalis at Buxar, Benares, Clninar, Mirzapur, ,Tauupur, Ghazipnr and 
other {)l:i('es, for the storage of Government grain. Mr. William 
Berrio vvas in 1705 Inspector of Gov('rnm(?nt Granaries. The records 
tell us that the total amount of all kinds of grain in tla^ granaries on 
the oi'd of December, 1795, was 1,15,077 maunds. 

Tile re i s a good deal of corre-'pofidvUice with lvaro])ean residents in 
tlu^ Benaret; Province. The (jorrc^'pendence was chielly about indigo and 
(lispiiles r(‘gar(ling customs duties. Tiie (;.orros})()ndence shows that 
tbei'e were about 50 non-officials and 14 officials in the Province ol 
Benares at that time. The proceedings contain the annu:il mnlki trea¬ 
sury accounts. 

The roin ind(‘r of tlie voimnes of this series consists of copi(3S of 
letters issued and original letters roaadved or (copies thereof. Tinj letttii’s 
date from the IsL daniiary, 1707. d’he t'.arlier loiters deal with the 
customs as well as land revenue. Until the idbh of MarcJi, ISOvO, the 
Collector (if Benares was also (dollector of Customs. On the IGlh klarch, 
1800, Jafob Bider waas a ['pointed Collector of Customs. 

Much of the earlier correspondence relates to the state of the 
granaries. A great deal of loss was caused to Goverument by damage to 
the grain, it liaving ])een stored when it was damp. The inslitution and 
wmrking of these granaries would make an interesting subje :t for an 
essay. On the 29th March, 1800, the Collector was ordered to purchase 
one lakh of maunds of barley from the itabi crop. There is some interest¬ 
ing correspondence regarding the respective virtues of si one and mud 
Golahs. 

There is much correspondenoe regarding tlu'. seltiemcnt o' P.crgana 
Lukhnesar. On the BJth May, 1800, Routbidge, the Collector, wrote a, 
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22 p;ige report on the subject. These parganas had hitherto been 
held kham. 

There is an interesting report byRoutledge, dated the 6th June, .1800, 
on tobacco and betel-nut grown in the province. The Slone Mahal is 
also a subject of much correspondence. Tiie bulk of the correspoiideiice, 
as ill (he ease of all Collectors, relates to the colle'jtiou and remission of 
land revenue, t.chsildais, j.igirs, supidies for t.roops, settlement of attached 
villagers and sales oC i iiid in execution of deerees. 

Sc/rien J to JV .—Tlie eoutmits of these which in part overlap series 

have lieen listed in vcduims I, If and Ill of the printed lists. 
iSeries IV is from 1ST) and is listed iii volume HI. Tliis series consists 
ot papers wiiioh s!i >u!d liave bce.ii iusorto-d in the files to be tlesc.ribod 
shortly. Any mi.s.sii;g paper in a file sliould be looked for in this series. 
Ameiig ilio' more im[ioriaiit snbjecls dealt with in series I to HI the 
following ma.) iie mentioned : — 

Tlie liiiildiiig of '•aiiloiiments at Benares, Ghazipui', dannpiir, .IMirzapur 
and Sail,anpur and sepoys' limes at c-hunar, 1 alisildars, patwaris, village 
wa,tchii.en, mii'dalis and oth.cr o iici ds, refractory za.mindars, reals, lerries, 
setl.l(*meMt. salt, d,',k lui igahjws, eia-etioii of a mausoleum to Lord C(n.‘u- 
\-,aliis, a(a|ULsi! ion of la.n l, regimental bazaas, tilikari. crc'ction ol’ a 
luapiU'J for ( he insa.ne, llenares house tax, istiuirari jiattas, conslriujfion of 
(amrts aud otf.er Cevermiieiit buildings, tolls, oiM.nsCer of tei’ritory to 
o!.her dislr;s;,s, sur-. eys, po]<py ciiitivatiou, (.‘(hsca.tion, treasury rules, 
blind agyluin estahlishe l by Ifaja .Kali Shankar Uhosal in 11825, c dee 
planlatjony p's rti ( lo.'s, rno.i fund, n.ead, mua.fn;, I'himily U()mains of Baja 
ol Ih naie.s, i(!\-.'nue toiizies, eiiihe/.zhma'iUs, ijuc.a,! Agents at Benares, 
siainji.s. Til ■ pe.usrs ot leoN ceuydn soim/ references to the Mutiny. 

(h) The J<:■(!’■(■ uT cur)\:si)(in(:.vuce. 

These letters have' hctui -Mdoiv'cteal to st ve^'e we< viing. d'iie few that 
have survneil iLis jii-o'-ess hivi.' b-^-rn listed and, ii.s their general 
milaii'e is the saaiie as tliose in 11m olhee of the ('olhaTor of Mirzapur 
which are (hrserihe I in som.‘ del,ail, it is not iiea^essary to give any 
description in the present, place. The chief value of the Benares 
judicial records lies in tlm fact that they contain some letters addressed 
to the ]\rcigistrate by Nizamat Adawlnt and the Court of Circuit 
which ajipei'taiu to tin; yoa,r,s of which tiio letters are missing in the 
Mirzapur reiairds, Tiie Mirzapur seiics contains no letters of the 
jxu’iod 1803 to 1808 inclusive. A lew letters sent by the Nizamat 
Adiiwiut and the Court of Circui: in this period have been preserved in 




( 309 ) 

the Benares Collector’s office. The following are the subjects dealt with 
according to years :— 

1803— The form of annual report of robberies and other heinous 
crimes, employment of convicts, transportation of convicts. 

1804— Abolition of the posts of tahsildar in the Benares Province and 
the placing of the police under the Magistrate, directions to Judges of 
Circuit on the method of examining the proceedings of ]\ragi.strates, 
bribery of police, procedure in criininai charges against police officers, 
I'orrns of report on persons confined l)y Magistrates until they find security 
for their good behaviour. 

1805— An order prohibiting the use of fetters in cases of persons 
charged with trivial ofiences, rate of diet allowance to convicts, prohibi¬ 
tion of the emissaries of Holkar collecting recruits. 

1801)—Transportation of convicts, guard-boats, inspection of thanas and 
].)olice establishment ent 'rbained by tahsildars in the Benares Province. 

1807—Form of repoft <»f pm-soiis confined under rorpiisilion of security 
for good hebavioij]', distinction betVv'een prisoners sentenci.d by Magistrates 
and those sentenced by tlie Court of Circuit, order })robibitiDg the trans¬ 
fer of police daroglias without the sanction of tlie Court of (breuit. 

(c) Juluc at tonal correfipon(hnce. 

Must ol this is of an inuniportant nature and deals largely with 
indigenous edu:%ition and village schools. Tiiore is some correspondeiico 
abiuit the Snb-Inspector ol' Schools and Sub-Superintendents of village 
schools. Tne most important document in theiseries is an extract from 
a note of the Ljeutenant-Goveruor, dated the 2oJi July, 1848, on the 
subje(!t of Sanskrit and Missionary Schools at Benares. 

VI.—Printed lists. 

Six volumes of jiidnled lists of tlie correspondence arra.ngGd in chronolo¬ 
gical order exist. These lists cover only a portion of the correspmidemce 
because at the time they wei'e prepai'ed it was thought tiiat the docu¬ 
ments listed were all that existed. The papers subsequciitly discovered 
have not been listed. 

Volumes I, II and III of the prinU' I lists cover series 1, II, III 
and IV of the Revenue correspondence. 

Volumes IV and V of the printed lists cover scries I and II of the 
judicial correspondence. 

Volume VI covers the letters contained in the single volume of educa¬ 
tional correspondence. The following tables show to which volume of 
records each printed list relates. 



Number of volume.1 


( 310 ) 


VII.—Lists of flies, etc., showing the volumes and hastas in which 
they occur. Revenue correspondence. 





Number 

Date of correspondence. 

Nature of letters. 

Volume and page in printed 
list oLcontcnts. 

of hasta 
in which 
tied up. 

Scries 1. 




17VU to 1800 

Is.-iued 

Volume I, pages 85 to 37 .. 

3 

1810 „ 1818 

Do. 

„ 37 „ 39 .. 

3 

18i:0 ,, iSb.i 

Do. 

„ „ 39., end.. 

3 



,, IT, part 11, pages 

3 



1 to 7. 


Soties II. 




J79UoJ804 

Ucecived 

Volume I, pa ges 1 to 5 

3 

J8U5 ,,1810 

Ditto 

. rr„7 .. 

3 

1811 

Ditto 

M 30 „ 12 .. 

4 

iHiLUo'ieK; 

Ditto 

„ 19 „ 19 .. 

4 

IHKl ,, 18811 

Ditto 

„ „ 19 „ 25 .. 

4 

■1828 „ 3 88(i 

Ditto 

„ „ 85 „ 27 .. 

4 

1887 (January to April) 

D.tio 

Not listed 

4 

1888 10 1885 .. 1 

Ditto 

Voliiinc I, peges 27 to 30 .. 

4 

18.8(5 181<J 

Ditto 

„ 80 „ 36 .. 

4 

Se ies HI. 




1618 f Januaiy to April) 

lleci’ivcd 

Volume II, part I, pages 1 

5 



to 10. 


I8l9 (July to 1 axreinber) 

I.'itto 

Volume 11, part I, pages 10 

5 



to 22. 


18U)( Ditto ).. 

Ditto 

Volume 11, part T, pages 22 

5 



to 81, 


J V.\ 




1848 to 18.5L' 

Lott rs received 

Vohmu III, scattered about 

6 


and issued mixed. 

ilio whole volume. 


1848 „ 1851 

Ditto 

Ditto 

5 

1847 1S54 

Ditto 

Ditto 

5 


* Included among pre-Muiiuy records because listed as such, 
f Series III comes in between the earlier ond later letters in this volume. 


I Series IV contains letters which properly belong to the tiles described Utor. It 
will be noticed that the contents of the various volumes overlap, but in the printed list 
(volume III) strict chronology is preserved eo that letters of all the three volumes of 
this series may appear on the same page of the printed list, 
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Judicial corre8j)ondence. 


Number of volume. 

Dates of correspondence. 

Nature of li^ttcrs. 

Volume and pacre in printed 
list. 

Numbor 
of hasta 
in will oh 
tied up. 

1 

Series J. 

179G to 1808 

Kccoivcd 

Volume IV, pages l to 5 .. 

1 

2 

1821 „ 1825 

Ditto 

,1 1, b ,, 11 .. 

1 

3 

182G „ 1829 

Ditto 

„ 11 17 .. 

1 

4 

1831 1884 

Ditto 

„ 17 20 .. 

1 

rj 

1841 ,, 1852 

Ditto 

M o 20 ,,23 .. 

1 


! 1857 18.58 

Ditto 

„ .. 23 „ 29 .. 

1 

1 

Series 11- 

1800 to 1820 

Issuo and receipt 

Volurao V, pages l to G .. 

2 

2 

1822 „ 1847 

mixed. 

Ditto 

V G „ 11 .. 

2 

3 

1848 „ 18.57 

) 

r ,, 12 „ 23 .. 

2 

4 

18.55 „ 1857 

^ Ditto 

< „ IV, page SO 

I >. V, pages 16 to 28 .. 

1 ^ 

1 

Series III. 

1842 to 833.. 

Issues 

Not listed (copies) 

2 


Educational correspondence. 

1, Volume 1843 to 1850. Listed in volume VI of printed lists. 
(2) Tlte records which are arranged in files. 


As a list of these files is given below, description is unnecessary. 
It will suffice to repeat that series IV of the chronological series of 
revenue records contains papers that belong to these files. Correspon¬ 
dence missing in the files should be looked for in series IV. 

The letters which compose these files begin from the year 1843. 

The body sheet on list of documents at the beginning of each file ia 
often incomplete and is therefore not to be relied upon. 





Table showing tlce subjects of the files and their arrangement. 


cd 

*o 



Subjoct. 

Number of 
g nil rd-book 
in which 
bound. 

Number of 
basta in 
which tied 
up. 










1—Files relaiinej mauzas. 



1 

Pargana Atliganwan, 

mauza Ahrak 

I 

0 

2 


.. 

3. 

Chora pur 

I 

0 

3 

,, 

*1 

>• 

Sttbhaipiir 

I 

0 

4 

>5 


>> 

Tulshipatii 

I 

6 

5 

>» 

Barbwal 


BiBundori 

I 

6 

0 

}> 

Barah 

M 

Karaundi 

1 

6 

7 

>> 


3. 

Sharfuddinpur .. 

1 

6 

8 


)> 

, 3. 

Tanda Ivalan 

1 

6 

9 

V 

Dohat Amanni, ,, 

Jitapar 

II 

5 

10 

» 


•3 

Karsariih 

11 

(5 

11 

V 


3> 

'rar;!pur 

TI 

c. 

12 

>> 

M 


Tikri 

II 

6 

13 

o 

DhuH 


Basni Bazidpur 

II 

6 

14 


1) 

n 

]\liihdi 111 ’Naraini 

II 

6 

15 

M 

r 

31 

Rampur 

II 

6 

16 


Katehar 


Bela 

i 

6 

17 

V 



Bhawaiiipur.. 

11 

6 

18 

l» 


33 

Bliutpurwa .. 

II 

(> 

19 




Babiy aon 

11 

6 

20 

)> 


f9 

Cholapur 

II 

G 

21 




Cbandruoti ., 

III 

6 

22 

9) 

3> 


Dharsauiia .. ,. 

III 

G 

23 

„ 

»> 


Mahagaou ., *. 

III 

G 

24 


r 


Bamgaon 

III 

6 

25 

>» 

M 

}9 

Rauna .. ,, 

III 

G 

26 


Kaswar 

1* 

Jagatpur 

III 

6 

27 

M 

V 

9$ 

Kurna dauri 

III 

6 

28 

'■ 

Kol Aslah 

- 

Baraunda 

III 

6 






Number cf file. 
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Table showing the siihjents of the files and their arrangement —(contd.). 


! N’.imber ot Number of 
vuifil-litiob ha-,La 
ill vebieh wiiicli tied 
bouiul. i up. 


I. — Fih'^i reUdina to inauzny. 


-0 1 Pargana 

Kol Aslab, manzj' 

Ivatberwa 


HT ! 

1 

0 

80 


Mulki 


Til I 

0 

81 1 

»» >' 

Koh 


111 ) 

1 

0 

82 

»* j' 

Tiluri Narainpur 


III 

0 

38 

Jalluipur 

Tbir.mp'.ira .. 


111 

G 

34 ,, 

r ’* 

Cliatyron 


IV 

C 

3b 

»j »' 

(’hand pur .. 

.. 1 

IV 

n 

80 


]I!i;..]aspu r .. 

) 

'■ ! 

IV 

G 

37 

.. 

Mustafa bad .. 


TV 

G 

33 

V 

Nnrainpiir 


IV 

G 

30 


11 rnebaLidiiun' 


TV 

G 

^0 


T.i.rsaoii 


IV 

G 


Mawai 

(Ihirsnrnswtr 



G 


.. 

Ob.itampur .. 

.. 


0 


)) 

Kaor Kabtn.. 


V 

0 

44 


Muhammadpur 

.. 

■\' 

(■> 

45 

>t 5-* 

Kalian 

.. 


G 

40 

j* 

Mawari Tarua 


V 

G 

47 

>5 ?f 

Malo Khar .. 


V 

G 

48 

Mahvvari ,, 

Mahwar Mirpali 


V 

G 

40 


Sarai Pain a .. 

• • 

V 

G 

50 

Majwar ,, 

Albidu 

• • 

Y 

G 

51 

Niirwau ,, 

Dirgaon 


V 

0 

52 

u 

Jnlalpur Paras liba 


VI 

6 

53 


A sand Jagdispur 

• • 

VT 

G 

B4 „ 

Pandrah ,, 

Anei 


VI 

G 

55 

» 5) 

Bikapur Jaiiakpatti 


VT 

G 

5C 

M >’ 

Kharam Kusamia 


VI 

G 


42 
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^ahle showing the subjects of the files and their arrangement —(oontd.). 


Number of file. 

Subject. 

JSfumher of 
guard-book 
in which 
hound. 

, Number of 
ha&ta in 
which tied 
up. 

57 

l.-^Files relating to »naw 2 ai—(concluded)- 

Pargana Pandrah, mauza Koclaru 

VI 

G 

58 

,) i> „ Niniach 

VI 

C 

59 

i> „ Sampur 

VI 

6 

(50 

„ ,, „ Sa.rawan 

VI 

G 

01 

Riihlupur ,, Chanda usi .. 

VT 

G 

(52 

», ,, Chamlika .. 

VI 

C 

().-5 

,, 1 ,, „ Khajurgaon.. 

VI 

G 

(54 

,, ,, „ Rataupura .. 

VII 

G 

(55 

„ Sheopur ,, lUietumpur.. 

Vll 

G 

00 

55 ,5 ,, Tarapnr 

VII 

0 

07 

,, ,, „ 3!'ak Laic pur .. 

VII 

G 

68 

55 ,, „ Tania Ganoshpiir •• 

Vll 

G 

09 

11. — ]\[isccUanpoitii. 

Aliknri, 1853 lo 1858 (see also file no. 8C) 

VII 

! 6 

70 

Accoiiniant and civil a.ii(Iil,Qr. Oorrospondeiico with — 
lOhH to 1H50 * 

VGII 

7 

71 

Apiioinimcnt, employment, and education of covenanted 
ollieei'K 

VI IT 

7 

72 

Appointment and removal of Biibordinate officials 

VIII 

7 

73 

Balance of land revenue, 1844 to 1854 

JX 

7 

74 

Boundary disputes under Act I of 1857. Decision of—— 

X 

7 

75 

Burial ground at Benares 

X 

7 

7(5 

Cash and stamp balances, etc,, l853'to 1857 .. 

X 

7 

77 

Chaukaghat bridge over the Burna, 1653 to 1659 

XI 

7 

78 

Compensation of lands taken up tor roads, 1854 to 1655 .. 

XI 

7 

79 

Oonstruotion of public bath at Benares, 1847 to 1855 

XII 

7 

HO 

Costs in suits other than pauper suits, to which Govern¬ 
ment is a party, 1852 to 1655 .. 

XII 

7 

81 

Daftar Sani of Raja of Benares (contains copies of Dun¬ 
can records) 

XIII 

7 








Number of file. 
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T(xble showing the subjects of the files and their arrangement —(contd.)- 


B abject. 


Number of 
guard-book 
iu which 
bound. 


Number of 
ba.Kta in 
which tied 
up. 


11.^ Miscellaneous —(contd.). 


82 

83 

84 

65 


80 

67 


88 


69 

90 

91 

92 


93 


91. 

95 

9G 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 


102 


103 

104 

105 


Electric telegra ph 

Employment of Jagarnatb Prasad as> Treasurer of the 
L)cwauny Adavvlut, Lenuros 

Estate of Bibi Khaiiam Jan. widow of Colonel Wilford, 
1847 to 1857 .. .. ^ . 

Estate of wards, 1845 to 1855 .. ,, 

Excise (opium) 

Gudaulia uala and other improvements, 18-19 

Government books and schools, 185-1 to 1855., 

Great Trigonojnotrical Burvoy 

Ground rent for Nana Farnivish’s land 

Iiieromont or decrement from changes of rivers, 1853 to 
1857 

Kaitlii bungalow on the Benaros-Gha 2 dpur road 
Eistlmndis, 1815 to 1850 

Lf'ttora sent by the local agents to the Commissioner of 
the Benares divisioji, 184G to 1851 

Lithographed forms, 1844 to 18-52 

Local agency funds, 1849 to 1855 .. 

Muafi lands, 1844 to 1855 

,, statements of parganas Narwan, Ralhupur, and 
taluka Jalupur 


Maps and other papers relating to land acquisition by 
the East Indian Railway 

Maps. Correspondence regarding—— 

„ Statements and correspondence regarding canton¬ 
ment lands, 1851 to 1852 

Mahal and maiiza registers. Corrospondenoa concerning 
the prepaiation of- 

Meteorological register.. 

Mint at Benares 

Mutation register 


XIII 

xin 

XIV 
XIV 
XIV 

XV 

XV 

XV 

XV 

XVI 

XVI 
XVI 

XVII 

XVTTI 

XVIil 

XIX 


XX 


XX 

XX 

XXI 

XXII 

XXII 
XXII 
XX IT 


1 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 
8 
8 
8 

3 

B 

8 

S 

8 

8 

S 

8 

8 

8 

8 

9 

9 

9 

9 
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Tdhte sho'ivinij the ,suhjec(fi of the files tmd their arranfjcement —(contd.). 


2 

"o 

Vi 

B 

Subject. 

Number of 
guard-book 
in which 
bound. 

Number of 
Oasia in 
which tied 
up. 

wo 

//. — Misci f/dur.oiis —(cont;1.). 

Nit/u] land at Killa Xaliiia. to ISsO 

XXI1 

[) 

1U7 

Ont.siiiudiiijS Btua.H due to L.icUmi iSfaradu^ vakil, 184') to 
JtUO 

XXIf 

i) 

.1 OH 

ruri and other csxliiIiiLidiis, 1850 to JSob 

XX Ilf 

U 

lo:) 

.•ijid !»' /!(!tjr<y (i:i, lOui to 1H07 

XX III 

9 

1 JO 

i'i.t riotjc 1 mid, IHdd 

XXIV 

9 

]U 

Ir’atwari ['an-as 

XXIV 

y 

lU 

l\ ii-'ioiJB, IsHd t 1 1887.. ,, 

XXiV 

9 

j 1 

id oi tix os bv km Ibe will of the land- 

Im-d .. 

XX'IV 

9 

.111 

r'l.'ii a roo. jis io!' !'-'d4 ;in:! l88i). Ufil'T.-. ou—— 

XXV 

d 

110 

Jd’''s (.a;,!J 1 u I,- aiid jnat.a i.Js in the uiotriet (d 

* i I' 11 ' f( ; . i 8- to : '.-^7 

\ 

XX \i 

a 

■Hi'. 

i'l ilH iu;.' pr'.'.S;.C,-5 

XXVI 

' d 

J17 

1 

j 

r'ro( laJuii v.le 11 paferH : i setllonioiit cases are required 1)V 
Ih. e.valLmurl, It-id Io U'pj 

XXVJl 

9 

US i 

l’:(W;cr!y of ?4uo,iniiii;)t IJiuyan, piaxstitat.', dcoca.'jod 

XXVLl 

9 

1 

IJl; 1 

rujaiili, l':.5o 

XXV.1J 

9 

1.0 i 

i'l.i! ide. l i ti an.'fers, to ,18'ib .. 

XXVJIl 

9 

12i 

lend Eliawauik estate,. 

XXIX 

' 10 

jO‘l 

Jleeords. A ri unyeinenl' of-, 1845 to JKOO.. 

XXX 

10 

] 2ij 

j.h'covery ol Ck'Ve; niiie.iit dues in pauper suits, 1851 te 
ibai 

XXXI 

10 


Uesouii o, aiid produclB of India, 1817 to 1855 

XXXIi 

10 

rjo 

Rvvcmw adininislralion reports, 1851 to 1855 

XXXIII 

10 

2-20 

„ authorities and decrease of civil courts 

XXX III 

10 

1L7 

Head and ferry fund eomiuittee, Ik iiares. Letters issued 

XXXIV 

10 

J2H 

1 

Beads and lerry fund crmiuiB o, llraiuroR. Correspoud- 
ence rcLiting to roadj ^taiid trunk, vide file no. I&l .. 

and XXXV. 

XXXVl 

.11 

1.0, 

Beads and maukiab. List oi the linos of-.. 

XXXVI 

11 


_ __ _ __ 

I 












Number of file. 
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Table shoiving the subjects of the files and their arrangement — (concld.). 


Subject 


Number of 
guurd hook 
ill which 
hound. 


Number of 
htida in 
which tied 
up. 



11.—Miscellaneous—(cot) clA.), 

Sales in satislactiuii of doi-roo.s 

XXXVl 

11 

idi 

Sail, 1S44 .. 

XXXVI 

11 

132 

Samples of printed aiid hthogrnpht.’d lorni.^, 1S55 .. | 

XXXVII 

11 

133 

Sottiemeut records Preservation of—— .. ..! 

XXX Vll 

11 

104 

SMllerncni in perprluity of raau/.a Aujorai)ur and Cha.k 1 
Clajra, purgana P;;nur;i,h .. .. j 

XXXVIl 

n 

135 

Shoo Prased Siug'hhi L-.haiitablo fund, 1851-5 ,, I 

XXX vn 

11 

13(i 

short-weight coin 

XXXVIl 

11 

I'i? 

Sixte ui vil]:;igo.-.; iucluchid in the halkii of Shuk'ur in Ben i- 
ros city .. 

XXXVIl 

• 11 

i:!3 

Stati lilc il iid’orraa* iou rel 't'ng to l-he Jhaiaro; dxstrie.t 
eaii.ai loi' i'y ('toveriiJuent 

xxxvm 

11 

103 

Statements oi pa.rg.djer; Barah, Diiu.s, JJajhwar I\ia\v:;.i .. 

1 xxxvm 

11 

140 

bt:i lenient oi' busiiK's-s dispoted of .aid p-'uding ia the 

I juuares eol loeloi'aLe, 1851 to lb5o 

1 XXXiX 

11 

] U 

Stuani Navigation oi the (hinges .. 

XL. 

1 11 

J42 

Supeiiutcudent oi tiio I’amily Domains, ihija of IJenares 

XL 

11 

113 

Supplies fur troops 

XL 

11 

Ml 

Supply of boats, 1852 to 1855 .. 

XLI 

11 

145 

Idiuggec and daceity, 1853-7 .. ... 

XI il 

11 

1 10 

Tratho on the main roans 

Xf-1 

11 

117 

Wi'ckiy mcniorandura of current silver i;oin.s m the Cwl- 
loetor’a treasury, ISOO-I 

XLI 

11 

111 

7Veights and measures 

XLI 

11 

119 

Auiiual reports sent to Sessions Judge, 1844 to 18G1 

XLir 

11 

150 

Lett( Tb from the Sessions Judge to the Magistrate of 
Benares, 1811 

XLII 

11 

151 

Brand Trunk road. Corrospondoncoregarding— 

XLIII 

11 

152 

Sital Singh’s and Yenkut Acharaya trust 

and XldV. 
XLV 

11 




CHAPTER XXX. 


PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAGISTRATE 
AND COLLECTOR, GHAZIPUR. 

I.—Origin of tho district and changes in its area. 

II—General Nature of the Records. 

III. —Classification of the Records. 

IV. —Descriptive Account of the Records. 

V. —Table showing the Contents of Rastas, 

VI.—List of Collectors of Ghazipur from 1817 to 1855. 

VII.—List of Judges and Magistrates of zillah Gliazipur before the 
offices of Magistrate and Collector were amalgamated. 

N. B. —Tho records in this record room include, in addition to those relating to the 
present Gha^jipur district, the following — 

(1) Records of the Eallia district from 1817. 

(’2) Records appertaining to Cliakla Azamgarh {i.e , the present 
tahsils of Sagri, Ghosi, and Muharnmadabad) from 1st February, 
1820 to the 18th September, 1832. 

(3) Records appertaining to pargana Chaunsa, Shahabad district, 

from the 1st April, 1817 to the 1st October, 1818. 

(4) Records appertaining to the Jaunpur district Irum April, 1816 

to the 31st March, 1817. 

I—Origin of the district and changes in its area. 

The present Ghazipur district was part of the province of Benares ceded 
to the East India Company by the treaty of 21st May, 1775. A Resident 
was appeiiited, but it was not until after Chet Singh’s rebellion in 1781 
that the Resident inlerfered in tho administration of the province. Asa 
result of that rebellion the administration of the province was transferred 
from the Raja to the Resident. On the Jst February, 1788, Jonathan 
Dimcaii, the Resident, appointed Moulvi Umar Ali Judge and Magis¬ 
trate of tlie town of Ghazipur from the 1st February, 1788, and gave him 
tho ontrol of the police. In August, 1795, a Collector for the whole 
of the Benares province was substituted for the Resident and an English 
Judge and Magistrate was appointed for that part of the Benares district 
known as the Ghazipur zillah. The Judge had to live at Ghazipur. The 
first incumbent appears to have been John Richardson. Ho was succeed¬ 
ed by Jjicob Rider. This arrangement did not persist long, as early 
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as March, 1797, Ghazipur had ceased to have its own Judge and Magis¬ 
trate. After the abolition of the office Chaiinaa and the parganas of the 
Ghazipur district south of the Ganges were attached to the jurisdiction 
of the Judge and Magistrate, Mirzapur. The parganas of Saiilpur, 
Karanda, and Ghazipur were attached to the jurisdiction of tlie Judge 
and Magistrate of Benares and the rest of the present Ghazipur district 
and the whole of the present Ballia district were attached to the piris- 
diction of the Judge and Magistrate of Jaunpur. On the 5t]\ March, 
1799, the Court of Appeal and Circuit for the division of Benares 
recommended that an European Registrar should be stationed at Ghazipur 
to look after the jail and the police. This recommendation was not given 
effect to until 1812 when the {Superintendent of Police in the Western 
Province reported to the Governor General the inefficient state of the 
police and the alarming prcval(3nce of violent affrays in the part of the 
jurisdication of the Benares court and of the thanas of the Jaunpur district 
situated near the town of Ghazipur and recommended that an officer be 
deputed to Ghazipur to exorcise the powers of a magistrate in that town 
and in the adjacent thanas lying partly within the jurisdiction of the 
Magistrates of Benares, Mirzapur, and Jaunpur. Accordingly Mr. W. Loch 
was deputed to the town of Ghazipur wibh the powers of Magistrate of 
that town and such ofHhe adjacent thanas as the Magistrates of Jaunpur, 
Mirzapur, and Benares deemed expedient to hand over to him. 


All this while there was only one Collector for the whole of the Benares 
province including the present of a districts of Mirzapur, Benares, 
Jaunpur, Gliazipur, Ballia, and part of the Shahabad district. The land 
revenue collections got greatly into arrears and armed forces had 
occasionally to be sent into the eastern part of the district to coerce the 
zamindars into obedience. Accordingly Mr. Deane, Commissioner * in the 
Provinces of Benares and Behar, recommended that the parganas most 
remote from the residence of the Collector of Benares should be placed 
under the separate control of a junior revenue officer, lie suggested 
the following parganas : — 

Zamania. Dehma, 

Mahaich. Ballia. 

Zahurabad. Kharid. 

Shadiabad. Kopachit. 

Pachotar. Sikandarpur. 


• Regulation I of 1816 removed the province of Benares from the jurisdiction of the 
Board of Commissioners ia the Ceded and Conquered Provinces and placed it, together 
with Bohar, under a separate CommiSBionor. At first there was but one Commissioner 
later a Board was oonatitutod. 
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Karanda. lilindaon. 

Saidpnr. (iarha. 

P>,ihr;abad. Lakhru-sar. 

Miibarnmadabad. Cbaunsa. 

Gha^ipnr. 

Tlu'se parganas, said Mr. Deane, eornprcheri!] ilje whole of the 
country now plaeed under the magisterial control of Mr. ]v. Ixird at 
Ghazipur and pay to Government an annual land revenue of 
Rs. 771-0-0. By-separating them entirely from the general 

authority of the Gel lector of Bennres and entrusting th(/ charge to 
Mr. Barlow no additional e.\'])en^e to Government n(}prl he irnmrred. 
On the coni rary, this most Ixuaclicisd arrnngenK'nt may he cari’icd into 
full effect so as to ensnre an iintrasliaU’gain of Ka. D 000 per a.nnnm.’' 

0"ne gain was to hr niadehy rcalnction in the sadr riffice ostahlishment 
at Benares and saving of the Tahsilda.r's eommission on the (‘olleidioii 
of the land revenue of two) tahsils which would, aftci' the fixing of the 
Gollector’s Guteherry at Ghazipur, he paid direct into that treasury. 
A deputation allowance of Rs. 12 ])er diem was pi;oj)()sed for Mr. Bai’lovv. 
T'ne Governor General “ entirely a[»proved ” of these proposals. 

I\[r. Deane was not. (a riect instating that, the above-named parganas 
comprehendi'd llie wlado ofth.e counli'v placed nr.der the control of the 
Magist rate at Ghazipur. He omitted thr pargana of Khanpur wdiich 
tvas .sul!se(]uent l_y added to the Cajllector’s jurisdiction. 

Mr. Barlowg wlm was appointed officiating Golleclor of Ghazipur, 
bc^gan work as such on t lic 1st April, 1S17. He was designated “ Offici¬ 
ating Golleclor of Ghazipur,'' while Mr. B. M. Bird, who was a successor 
of M]'. Loch already mentioned, was designated ‘Sloint Magistrate of 
zillah Ghazipur.” Tims Giiazi])nr became a se[)arate district as regards 
both revenue and judicial administration, with eflect from the 1st April, 
1817. 

The following changes were subsequently made in the Collector's 
jurisdiction : — 

On the 1st October, 1818, pargana Chaunsa was transferred to the 
Shahahad collectorship and on the same day pargana Khanpur was 
transferred from the Benares to the Ghazipur district, in exchange for 
pargana Narwar. On the 1st February, 1820, Chakla Azamgarh was 
added to Barlow’s jurisdiction. This Chakla was com 2 ^) 08 ed of the 2 rrcsenti 
tahsils Sagri, Ghosi, and Muhamrnadabad (the latter included Chirya- 
kot which was then a separate tahsil). Chakla Azamgarh was never 
merged into the Ghazipur district, not being permanently settled. Its 
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accounts were always shown separately and on the 18bh 8eptcml)er, 
1832, when the Azamg irh district was formed, this Chakla was handed 
over to the Collector of Azaingarh. Thoiprosonb Uallia district remain¬ 
ed part of the Ghazipur district until long after the mutiny. 

II—General Nature of Records. 

The original records date from 1817. Almost all the records 
relating to the Magistrate's oflSce as opposed to that of the Collector^ 
have been destroyed. Until 1st April, 1817, the Ghiizipiir district was 
uruUr the Collector of Henares, hence the n^veaiie ri'cords pri>)r to that 
date are in the (dlico.s of the Cominissionei: and the Collector of Benares, 
the Commissioner’s office containing tlie Uesident’s records. 

From 1817 until 1855 the rovenuo records are numerous, hut 
practically tlio whole of tiio records for tin; years 1856 and 1857 havci 
been weeded out.* 

GhM'/ipiir records are not made up into fih^s. The' original letters 
received have bem l.o sonu^ extent classified and ])asLcd in chronological 
order in gaiard books. 

Each lettei’ issir d was copied into a register at the lime it was writ¬ 
ten. Thus, in order to follow corrcsponderico b(itiWmon any two officers, 
tvvo SLirios of records — the issue series and the receipt scries—liave to Ik^ 
Consulted. The method of elassificatiou is shown in section 3. 

As is invai’iably ihe case with the records in District Oificers’ offices, 
the loiitcrs issiic/1 are more interesting and valuable than tliose received, 
since they describe tlu^ state of the district, while the letters received are 
largely in the nature of calls for information and orders issued as the 
result of the information supplied. 

jV. n. —The Ghazi])i]r rocoid room con-'ains no records of a general nature which 
are not to ho found in other record rooms in a move complete statej, TIius only those 
interested in Ghazipur local affairs would consult the records at Ghazipur, The Glnizj* 
pur records have been neither listed, indexed nor calendered. 

Ill—Classification of the records. 

1, Revenue Reookds. 

(a) Letters received. 

Series T. —CorreKspondc'nce with Collector of .Benares relating to the 
Ghazipur di.strict, 1802—1820, volumes. 


• There cxi.it, however, registers in which aro entered biiof abstracts of all coirespond' 
cuce of the years J85G and 1857. Those rogistors arc tied up in bantam, 

43 
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Series II. —Letters from Board of Commissioners, Board of Revenue 
and Commissioner, 1817—1855, 47 volumes. 

Series III. —Revenue circulars received by the Collector of Ghazi- 
pur, 1817—1855, 19 vobimes. 

Series /F.—Circulars from the Accountant received by the Collector 
of Chazipur, 1885—1853, one volume. 

Series V. —Letters received by the Local Agents at Ghazipur, 
1822—1840, 1 volume. 

Scries VI. — Letters from the Commissioner to Mr. H. Davidson, 
Deputy Collector, 1848-49, one volume. 

Series F/7.—Letters from the Commissioner relating to alluvial 
mahals, 1849—52, 1 volume. 

(h) Letters issued. 

Series I, —All letters issued between 4th May, 1816 and A])ril 30tb^ 
1821, 5 volumes. 

Series II. —Letters issued to the Board of Revenue between 1st May, 
1821 and February, 1828, 7 volumes. 

Series III. —Revenue letters issued classified according to su1)jects, 
1828 to 1831, 2 volumes. 

Scries IV. —LetJers issued to the Commissioner between May, 1881 
and DecGml)ei‘, 1855, 25 volumes. 

F.—Misce 11 ancons letters ibsued between May, 1821 and 
December, 1858, 85 volumes. 

Series VI. —Letters issued by the Local Agents between 1821 and 
1855, 1 volume. 

SeriesVlI . — Letters issued by Mr. Davidson, Deputy Collector, in 
1849, 1 volume. 

(c) Miscellaneous records, v’.r., registers, statements, fdes and 
copies of correspondtnee. 

2. Settlement records. 

(a) Records of Mr. Lushington’s settlement of Saidpur Bliitri, 1831 
to 1834. 

(h) Records of Mr. Edmonstone's settlement, 1835 to 1837. 

(c) Records of settlements made by Messrs Raikes, Wynyard, and 

Barnes, 1839 to 1842. 

(d) Miscellaneous, including Mr. Peploc Sniilh*s settlement in 1838. 
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The following table shows the corrospondiug letters of the issues and 
receipts series 


Letters received. 

Loiters issued. 

Eomarks. 

Ecrioa I .. 

Nil. 


Series IT .. 

Series I 


Series III .. 

Series 11. 

Series III. 

Series IV. 


Seriea IV .. 

Series I. 

Belies V. 


Series V .. 

Series VI .. 

A register in hasta no. 20 contains 



the accounts of the Lojal Agency 
Nund. 

A volume of correspondence regard¬ 

Series VI .. 

Senes VII 

ing (Uara lanls is supplemontary to 
series VJl. 

Series VII 

Series IV .. 



IV—Descriptive account of the records. 

Revenue records. 

Lei ter6 received. 

Sericfi —Correspoudence with the Collector of Benares relating to 
CliMzipiir district 1802 to 1820, 3 volumes. 

(These are tied up in ])asta no. 1.) 

Until 1817 Gliazipur formed part of the Benares district. After it 
was made a separate revenue cliargt^, copies were taken of a number of 
letters that liad been received by the (jollue.tor of Benares which related 
to the Gliazipur district. Tho.se copies were taken as they were rcs^uired 
at various times. The copies have been arranged chronologically in 
three guard books. 

Series If .—Letters received from the Board of Revenue or Com¬ 
missioner, 47 volumes. (Tiiese are tied up in bastas nos. 2,3,4,5,6, 7,8, 9.) 

This series runs without a break from January, 1817 till December, 
1855. It fills 47 guard-books. Until Mandi, 1829, when the post of 
of Commissioner was created, the correspondence of the Collector was 
direct with the Board of Revenue. Hence all the letters of the series 
lip to March, 1829 are incorporated in the proceedings of the Board of 
Revenue and are in the record room of th'^ Board of Revenue at Allaha-^ 
bad. The contents of the correspondence between the Board and the 
Collector, except as throwing light on the very unsatisfactory nature of 
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the earlier arrangements for the settlement of tlic land revenue, are not 
of much general liisterieal interest. They have of course eonsiderahle 
local value. They relate to pensions, sales of land for failure to pay 
land j'evenue, fanning of revenue-paying lands, re-sett)einenfc owing to 
diluvion or detnn )r;inoii of the soil and other causes, erection of 
embankments, methods of dealing with refractory zamindars, rent-free 
grants, jsgirs, the legality of tahsildars charging 1 alta against zamindars, 
the majuidtieii of land for Government purposes, such as cavalry canton- 
inont, jchl, etc. From 1821) onwards the letters are betvveen the Collector 
and (he Commissioner. Gliazipiir cauxe under the Dth or Gorakhpur 
division and die correspondence is ith the Commissioner of that division. 
But, as in all matUavs ol importance, Commissioner was largely a channel 
ol' erjinniijuiciction lietwcen tiu^ Col le ctor and the Board, all the more 
impoi'taiit lei lets il 1 be found in the Board’s lecords, Tlie (H)rrespoud- 
ence with the Counni:-sioner is of much the same nature as that W'ilJi 
the Hoard. It I'ehid'S to ]). titinns of various jieople, sales ol land for 
arrears of revenue, execution of diHuee !, wi iling off arrears of land 
revenue and other ii j-er’ovcrable balmices, iiiar.agcmont, of estates of minors, 
fines on persons who foiled to stamp documents snlhcueiitly, appointment 
of patwaris, (akavi hu* p‘*]d’.^' cultivation (the (hillector oi'Gliazipur 
being for some time Depiily Opium Agent), iho partition of maluds, con¬ 
duct of c'a^ es to which (''overnment was a, parly, revenue si'ttlcmeiits, 
aiidil uhjertions, leave applications, increase ul estahlihiuient, posliug 
of ollicers, rules for tlie management of e.sfates under attai luiient. jagirs, 
regulalion of the Kanungo estabiishnient, empli*yment ol covenanted 
assistants, trade, salt, eenisns, excise, and the thousand and one things 
that arise in connection with the settleim nt and collection of land 
revumie. Some of these recoi'ds are ol a, geiieial nature, such as litho¬ 
graphed instructions for tlsc mauageimmt of the Siamp Ft'p.irtment and 
regulations regarding the pensions of subordinate em])loyces. 

aSc/ucs /.//,— K vnauie Circulars received by the Collector of Ghazipur 
1S17 to 1855, It) volumes. (These are tied up in bastas 10,11, 12, 
and Id.) 

Between 1817 and 1020 these circulars are from the Board of 
Kevenue; Irom 1829 onwards they are from the Commissioner. Some 
liave only local iiitc-rest, such as circulars conveying the orders of the 
Board or the Commissioner on the Collector’s monthly revenue accouitts. 
In those days owing to the unsatisfactory natuie of the settlements there 
was often great ditliculty in getting in tlie land revenue and the Collec¬ 
tor liad to send in to the Board (later to the Commissioner) a monthly 
prugi'ess report which was reviewed at length by the Board or the Com* 
missioner as the case might be. 
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These circulars cover a large number of subjects. As examples of the 
subjects touched upon, the following may be mentioned :— 

Control of ferries; Court of Wards Estates; public sales of land; 
breadth of the western road , notifications relating to leave ; extra and 
deputation allowances of covenanted servants; pensions, civil and 
military ; opium ; system of stamp-vending ; compensation for damage 
caused by the march and encampment of troops ; funning lands in 
possession of Government; abkari mahal, as the Excise used then 
1)0 be called; a proclamation, dated the 2cSth Oc.tober, 1817, granting 
a bounty on all grain imported into Ceded and Conquered Provinces 
from Bengal, Buhar, and Benares and subsequent modifications of 
this proclamation; payment of stipends of military jagiidars ; calls 
for agricultural statistics ; income from tari ; creation of new collector- 
ships, revenue court procedure ; collectors’ commission on revenue collec¬ 
ted ; entertainment of liegisters for the preservation of English and 
native recoids ; counterfeit coins ; entertainment of temporary establish¬ 
ments ; military family remittances ; ap])ointincnt of stamp autlKuiticators ; 
forged stamps ; orders to collectors directing them to give assistance to 
rajas and distinguished persons p issing through their territories ; ])roceed- 
jugs of the committees of records of 1821; care of records and jiiaqjai'ation 
of index registers; the appointment and duties of and records kept by 
kaniingos; t he position of patwaris ; orders relating to private trade of 
the Company’s servants; orders for the survey of tlie country by the 
Surveyor-General and duties of revenue officers in conneotioii therewith ; 
resolution, dated the 31st Octol (‘r, 1821, proliibiting the sale by officials 
to Indians of anything exceeding Rs. 5,000 in value without the previous 
sanction of Government ; orders prescril/iug the returns to bo furnished 
by tahbildars and kanuogos ; experime;its with a view to ascertaining 
quantitatively the produce of the soil ; release on the King’s birthday 
of those in confinement for arrears of revenue ; liability of joint co-sharers 
for revenue ; rewards for the destruction of wolves and other wild animals ; 
grazing; nurseries lor shisham trees; conduct oi’ cases to which Govern¬ 
ment is a party ; rules for sending money from place to place; copying 
and search fees; petty repairs to buildingb ; rules for coiiduetiog treasury 
business ; enquiry relating to the cultivation of coffee ; position and rights 
of European planters ; opium-smuggling; agricultural leases to tenants ; 
prohibiting the wearing of native dress by the gentlemen of the Civil 
Service ; supplying Persian copies of Rev. Mr. Marshman’s Bengali 
Newspaper; revenue surveys: interpretations of Regulations ; appropri¬ 
ation of Town Duties ; committees of public improvements in towns ; 
method of employment of junior collectors ; rules relating to expenditure 
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on public works; apprehension of revenue defaulters flying to Oudh; 
rules for vendors of stamps. 

From Lst March, 1829, Commissioners were appointed and Collectors 
no longer communicated direct with the Foard of Revenue or Government. 
All communications to and from them passed through the Commissioner. 
The Commissioner wa^3 largely [✓post-office, but of course he had some 
powers of his own and exercised control over his subordinates and gave 
them advice. The circulars issued by the Commissioners are of the same 
nature and cover much' the same field as those issued by the Board. 
Many of them indeed are circulars of Board and Government forwarded 
with covering letters. Several of the circulars issued between 1828 and 
1832 rcfl(!ct the policy of cconmny pursued by Lord William Bentinck. 
Tlie Court of Directors in 1827 complainc d of the recent rise in expendi¬ 
ture and the then Governor Geiieial contented himself with issuing 
orders of a geiif'ral nature directing all officau’s to maintain establishments 
suburdinatt! to tlu'm on the lowest ])racticabl(^ scale, [i.nd to curtail as 
far as possible contingent exjienses. No outbay, however trilling, was to 
be made until an officer had satisfied himself on mature deliberation that 
it w[is indispcnsible and iiiiniodiate!y necessary or that its adoption 
would be the means of prevmiting still hcavicJ- ebarges at a but are period. 
It was only wlien Ij^rd William Bentinek [issumcd charge of the Governor 
Goueralslii[) tlial curtailment beg.'Ui in (‘arncst. On the 2bst of August, 
182S, [in order was issued proliil iling plastering of exteriors of certain 
cl;i‘'ses of buildings. On the 21st Noveinbc'r, 1828, committees were 
Mpjiointed to rciviso all civil and military estcbllslimonts with a view to 
efleta; ecunomy. On the (ith February, 1829, all Collectors were or(^ ired 
to disiiiibs their horsemen. On the J9th M[iy, 1829, a circular was issued 
enjoining giaait vigihiuce to prevetit abuse in the distribution of rewards 
paid for the destrucUon of wild beasts. In November, 1829, it was 
ordered that all letters to one persons on the same day were to be sent 
in one envelope until it weighed 21 sicca rupees. In December, 1829, a 
cireul 1,1 was issued calling on all officers to re luce contingent charges. 
In May, 1830, the table of distances vvais directed to bo revised in order to 
reduce joining time. In November, 1832, settlement allowances were 
alolishod, [ilso iravelling allowances to Collectors and Magistrates when 
on tour. All the above circulars appear in this scries. Other subjects 
'dealt with in tlie circulars issued by the Commissioner relate to penalty 
for arrears of revenue ; prohibition of transacting public business at tho 
privMte residences of officials ; the appointment of burkandazes ; the 
maintenance of registers of Government buildings ; the construction of 
embankments; condition of roads; tents for revenue officers ; lists of 
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prices current ; leave rules and allowances; rules for expenditure of 
public money ; formation of committees of roads and improvements, (the 
members of these were the Judge, the Collector, and one or more in¬ 
fluential native residents) ; treasure escorts; penalty on treasurers 
receiving inferior rupees at the value of good ones ; takavi advances ; 
annual reports of work done by settlement establishment; mint affairs ; 
touring and training of Covenanted Assistants ; duty on salt; preseribing 
8 years as the life of a tent and fixing the maximum price of a Collector’s 
tent at Ks. 650 and that of an Assistant Collector at Ks. 400; batta on rupees 
other than Covernmeut rupees ; (juarterly returns of unansvvc'red refer¬ 
ences ; supplies to troops; rules for summary settlements; rules regarding 
heirs in cases of dispute ; method of securing talisiklars’ trea'snries from 
attacks of dacoits; introduction of standard w'eights; miiali tenures; 
prompt disposal of revenue cases; the great trigonometrical survey; 
grant of land revenue for maintenance of village police ; (the view of the 
Board of llevenue was that 5 pacca bighas of good land w as sufficient 
to provide for a fair maintenance to all village police officers in addition 
to their perquisites)^ In addition to these there are many circulars 
issued tlirough the Commissioner l)y the Board of Customs, Salt, and 
Opium, Calcutta, These circulars are lithographed. 

Series IV .—Circulars issued by the Accountant, 1835 to 1853, one 
volume. (This is tied up in basta no. 1.) 

The series opens with a circular dated Farrukhabad, the 6th Jan¬ 
uary, 1835, from Mr. Swetenham, Siiporintendent of Resources. The last 
circular issued by this officer is dated October 14th, 1S35, by which date 
the ncwly-appoiiitcd Accountant for the Presidency of Agra (or North- 
Western Provinces as the province was subsequently called) had taken 
up his residence'at Allahabad. The early circulars issued by this officer 
were regarded as haying issued from the Accountant General, Fort 
William, and w^erc numbered accordingly. From 1st April, 1835, the 
Accountant issued circulars in his own name and began a fresh series. 
He issued in all 294 circulars between let April, 1835 and 29th Novem¬ 
ber, 1853. All those, except about a score, are in this volume. The 
missing ones probably did not relate to matters w'ith which Collec¬ 
tors were concerned. Betw-een 25th May and 7th October, 1835, the 
Accountant was in transit from Calcutta to Allahabad. On his arrival 
at Allahabad the post of Superintendent of Resources w^as abolished. 
In the cold weather of 1835-6 the Accountant changed his headquarters 
to Agra. 

The circulars are of the usual kind issued by the Accountant-General. 
They deal with method of keeping accounts, opening fresh heads of 
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accounts, payments of Government dues, remittance of money, method 
of guarding remittances when sent by steamer, method of dealing with 
short-weight rupees, the relative values of the different kinds of rupees, 
Government securities, military payments, pension payments, contribu¬ 
tion to family funds. Government loans, leave allowances, family remit¬ 
tances, bills of excliangc. These circulars would of course be useful to 
anyone interested in the development of the system of accounting. They 
contain lists of the revenue treasuries in Bengal in 1835 and 1839 and 
in the North-Western Provinces in 1837. A few of them throw side¬ 
lights on the events of the day, e.g. a circular in 1841 requiring Collectors 
to comply with requisitions of Brevet-Capt. Nicolson in charge of 
Arbir Dost Muhammad Khan. 

Series P. - Letters rcc.eivcdby the Local Agents for the improvement 
of the Town of Ghazipiir, 1822—46, 1 volume. (This is tied up in ba.sta 
no. 1.) 

These are few in number; all being l)Ourid up in one guard-hook. 

They much int erest. They relate ehieny to the sale of the 

Fort Sugar Godown and the building of a dispensary. The little 
interest they possess is purely local. 

Series Fi.—Letters from the Commissioner to Mr. H. Davidson, 
Deputy Collector, 1848-49, one voIuhk'. (This is tied up in basta 
no, 47.) 

The assessment of alluvial mahals on the banks of both the Gogra 
and the Ganges had caused considerable trouble. In consequence Mr. H. 
Davidson, a Deputy Colloctor, wjis sent toGhazipur on deputation from 
Ihth December, 1848 to 20th March, 1849, to revise the settlement of 
the mahals in ibe Ghazipur district that had been affected by alluvion and 
diluvion. A great part of his work was in the Ballia district. His corres¬ 
pondence is not voluminous and is of no general importance. The letters 
he issued form series VII of letters issued. His settlement statements 
liave I'ca'ii bound up into a volume and tied up in basta no. 47. 

Series VII* Letters from the Commissioner relating to alluvial 
mahals 1849 to 1852, one volume. (This is tied up in basta no. 47.) 

As ihe result of Davidson’s deputation, the question arose whether in 
the case of estates that wen*, permanently settled the Government could 
claim enhanced revenue or the landholder an abatement of revenue on 
the ground of accretion or decretion, Honce the Commissioner directed 
the preparation of registers of alluvial mahals showing separately those 
regarding which there was no compact for increase or abatement of 
revenue, those in which the settlement was made for the first time by 
officers appointed under Regulation IX of 1825 in which there was a 
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eoriipacl for oahancomcot or abatcinentj uf rovrniie, tliose wliero there 
'v^'as no c()inp:i(:t :in(i pertnaiiuntly seitlotl estatoci in which (Jullectors and 
Settlement Officers had l e liicotl ill'- assessment. This letter forms the 
first of these senes. It is followed by one ene,losing an important letter 
ol Government, dated .‘Tlst of January, 1850, on the subject of alluvion and 
diluvion in the province of J^enares. The rest of the correspondence 
deals with the various problems that arose from the preparation of these 
registers. The corresponding letters issued are to be found in series IV 
of letters isvSiied. The registers of alluvial inahals prepared under the 
Commissioner’s orders are to be found in basta no. 47. 

LeMers issitej/. 

Series /.—Letters to all officers, 1810 — 21, (These are tied up in 
basta no 14.) 

This is a very interesting series and throws much light on tlic caily 
history of the Ghazipur district and nido-lights on the m;uiners, customs, 
and administration of the time. The most important letters are, ol’ 
esjurse, those issued to the Commissioners of Benares and Behar, but these 
are all contained in the Board’s })roceedings and nny perha])s be moi’e 
conveniently studied in the office of tlie Board of Rewenue at Allahabad. 

Of less ge'iJeral in{<!rest and imp(»rtane-', but of great.er value, ])ecauso 
ncNst of tJirm ( xist nowhere tdse, are the lett.ers is.^nied to oflicers other 
than the (d'Oinmissioner. 'Fhe I’ollowing is a list of the persons to whom 
Barlow wroti3 het.ween April, ISUl and July, 1817:— 

Bnbert I'atinn’st, C-ollector of (iovrimmeiit Customs, Mij’zapur, 

Major-General Vood, (.■ommanding Offic'T of the Division. 

Sir Fi'ederich tlamiitori, B.'.roiiet, (.Collector of Jxiiares. 

WilhViri Cracroft, fludgeand Magisirat(i and Postmaster, Jaunpiir. 

Henry F. Wood, (hvil Auditor, Fort William. 

Captain Dawes, Brigade Major, Benares. 

(d E. Wilhinson, Acting Collector of Government Customs, and Town 
Duties, Benares. 

John S.mds, Collector, Allahabad. 

H. 11. Thomas, Assistant t') Magistrate, Jaiinpur. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Voyle, C(»mmanding Provincial Battalion, Benares. 

A. M. Forde, Assistant Collector, Azamgarli. 

W. W. Bird Judge, Benares. 

Colonel Hardy man, Commanding in the District of Benares. 

R. M Bird, Joint Magistrate, (Riazipnr and Additional Register of 
the Zillah. 

Editor of the Government Gazette, Calcutta. 

Mr. Lumsdeu, Clerk to the Committee of Stationery, Calcutta. 

L. Kennedy, Superintendent, Nimak Sayer. 

44 
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(captain Hunter, Assistant Superintendent to the Hon'bleOompany^a 
Stud, 

T. B )urke, Paymaster of His Majesty’s 117th Foot, Ghazipur. 

Collector of Cawnpore. 

Lieutenant Farquhason, Commanding Detachment of the 3rd N. I. 
on the march. 

R. H Tulloch, Superintendent of Stamps, Fort William. 

Captain Wyatt, First Assistant Superintendent of Stud D6p6t, 
Ghazipur. 

W. Moorcroft, Superintendent of the Ilon'ble Company’s Stud. 

Lieutenant O’Dell, (Jommanding loft wing, 8rd Battalion, 25th N. I., 
on the march. 

W. A. Brooke, Agent to Governor General, Benares. 

G. llohinson, Postmaster, Benares. 

J. Dowling, Secn^tary, (hvil Fund. 

Captain li. W. Baldock, Brigade-Major, Ghazipur. 

H, Newnham, Superintendent of liesourecs, F’arruklmbad. 

Lieutenant Harvey, Sub-Assistant Cornmiss.ariat (^eiierad, Benares. 

Colo el H. Irnloch, Military Auditor (jeiieral. 

Acting Collector of the 24th Parganas, Calcutta. 

Jas. Atkinson, Superint^Mident, Government Gaz(;tte Press, Calcutta» 

Lieutenaul-Colonel Nicoll, Commanding Mis Mujesty’s J7th Foot. 

W. J. Laing, Collector of Sliahahad. 

A. BevelV,'Acting Snporiatendent of Stamps, 

The Ghazipur district was not separated from Benares till 1817, 
nevertheles.s this scries begins with a letter, datt d 4th May 1810, frc)M 
Mr, Robert Barlow, the first Collector of Ghazipur, . and the first 100 
pages of this volume contain copies of his letters to various officers before 
he beeame Collect or of Ghazipur. At the beginning of 1810, Barlow was 
Depui}' Collector of Govei nnient Cn.stoms, Benares, being subordinate 
to Mr. Robert Bathurst, Collector of Government Customs, Mirzapur. 
In April, 1810, Barlow was placed on deputation to ascertain the cause 
of the balance of land revenue outstanding in the pargana Ungli of the 
daunpur district, and the disposition manifested by the zamindars to 
resist the authorities. Barlow completed his enquiry in September, 1810, 
His letters illustrate the state of the Jaunpur district at that 1 iino. 
Before setting forth from Benares Barlow wrote to the Coimnauding 
Officer of the Division asking for a guard of about 20 men as he was 
proceeding to the pargana of Ungli on the borders of the Nawab’s 
territory where the zamindars were represented in a very refractory state. 
As soon as he reached Jaunpur he wrote to Cracroft, the Magistrate, who 
was also the postmaster, requesting him to establish a dak to Kotah 
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where Barlow propo.sed to hold his court and asked for the assistance of 
6he police should occasion arise. Cracroft did not like Barlow’s coming 
into his dhtricu and asked him the eventual purpose of his deputation 
and by whose authority he had come. Barlow's letters bhow that there 
was considertiMe friction between him and Cracroft. On his arrival at 
Jaimpur, Barlow wrote to the Collector of Benares asking him to let him 
have that part of the map of Benares that comprised the district of 
Jaunpur. The Collector of Benares refused the request on the grouud 
that the map was stretched on cloth and hung up to preserve it ; where¬ 
upon B:irl()w handed him up to the Commissioner. 

Barlow had to erect temporary houses for his amla at a cost of Rs. 93 
for which he obtained the Commissioner's sanction. 

This letter-book contains a most interesting report of Barlow on 
the turbulent Rajkurnars of pargana Ungli. This report also occurs 
in the Board’s records. On completion of his duty in the pargana 
Ungli, Barlow was directed to go to Narar to settle the lapsed lands 
in that taluka. He completed this duly in January and the corres¬ 
pondence contains copies of the letters he wrote on this subjeci .o 
the Commissioner. Thi se are all in the Board’s records. 

Having accomplished this duty Barlow was ordered, in January, to 
examine the kanungos of parganas liaveli, Jaunpur, and Zafiirahad with 
a view to weeding out iiicornpeleut and undesirable men. The corres¬ 
pondence between January and March relates to this duty. Thus all the 
letters upto March, 1817, appertain to the Jaunpur district. 

In M.irch, 1817 Barlow was directed to assume charge of the newly- 
formed Ghazipur district, and to take up his headquarters at Ghazipur. 
On the 2nd April, 1817, he was informed that he was to be designated 
Officiating Collector, Ghazipur, and that his seal of office was to be 
inscribed “ Seal of the Revenue Cutcherry of Sinair Ghazipur.” Barlow 
reached Ghazipur on the 24th March and bi'gan work in his capacity as 
officiating Collector on the 1st April, 1817. As Barhnv’s siibstaniive 
appointment was that of a Deputy Collector of U<rveminent Cmstoms 
under the Collector of Government Customs, Mirzapur, he was (uiMtled 
to a commission on the collections of the customs receipts both of l\Iirza- 
pur and Benares even though he w^as on deputation. Mr. Wilkinson 
who acted for him at Benares disputed his right and the me iter was 
referred by Barlow to the Civil Auditor, Fort William, who pronounced 
in favour of Barlow. The letters written by Barlow (and they are 
numerous) in connection with his allowances, are in this series. The 
allowances appear to have been considerable, amounting to several 
hundreds of rupees a month. Barlow continued to draw these allowances 
for nearly two years, until, on 18th March, 1819, he was appointed 
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substantively Collector of (ihazi])ur. All the important letters written by 
Barlow as Collector of Gbazipiir, were acldresscd to Mr. Deane, the Com¬ 
missioner ol Bi narcs and Behar, and are to be found in the BoM,rd’s record 
room at Allahabad. Among them is an interestii’.g report on the revenue 
derived from salt in the })arpaii-.s under his charge. Barlow, according 
to the rules in th()S(^ days, had to submit to the Civil Auditor his monthly 
bill for deputation allowan 'o at, H e 12 a day and his bill for his estab¬ 
lishment for audit by the (bvil Aiidit('r at Fort W^illiain. Copies of these 
letters arc in l-hia series. His commission on the customs was remitted 
to him ]>y Bathurst and Wilkinson liy means of huiidis. Among the 
Staton ents that were furnished by Barlow to the Board of Commissioners 
and other officeis aro the following ; — 

A half-monthly la jiort of the revoiiim ree/ ipts of the district, names 
and .salaries of fcho <'s1 ablishnumt of ihe Cliazipur Collectorship (inclurling 
those ol mirdahs on Its. 4p('r mensem eech), statement showing details of 
stamps received from the Superint.iUKkmt of Si ifiips, Calcutta, monthly 
statement showing is.siies of stamps, miunoi’anda, of coy)per pice issued 
from the Ghazipur I re.asury for sale. 

Tiie Collector had (o send a e<)nting(mt hill every month t,n the Civil 
Auditoi- nf f'ort William for audit. Each of these hills has heen copied 
out in full in this register. Every item, no matter how trivial, was 
entered in the ('ontingent lull, eg, six eh.atiaks of twine, one anna six 
pies ; sealing Wax, one anna, d’he bulk of the coriespondeuce in this 
series relatc!S to (he sales of the estates of those zamindars who failed to 
pay ijj) the land laweniie. The niimbcr of tlicse sahss was very large. 
Much of the correspondence ndates to what are now called supply bills 
remittance transfer receipts. In those days an ofbeer who wanted to 
remit uioiiey to a distance^ paid this into the (Collector’s treasury at 
Ghazijiiir and in return received a draft payable at sight at the treasury 
of the place to which he wished to send moiKy. Tlie Collector of 
Ghazipur a, ine same time sent an advice to that treasury, The series 
eOiitains some letters reg.ajding the value of various kind of rupees 
paid into the Ghazipur treasury. 

This scu'ies, with its eoiucspoiiding receipt series, contains materials 
for a complete and detaib'd history f)f ihc revenue administration 
of the Ghazipur district during the period covered by the series. 
It also tlirowus much light on the manners of the times. What 
strikes a modern official is the amount of discourtesy displayed in 
official cone.'^pondence. We have seen how Sir Frederick Hamilton, 
Collector of Benares, refused to scud Barlow a map. In November, 1817, 
Barlow asked Hamilton to send liiin copies of the Persian h>rras used in 
the treasury ; Hamilton refused and eventually Barlow had to send a 
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man from Gi azipiir to Boniircs to take* copies ; Barlow rciused to send 
Kamil ton a statemont of Ins (.xciso revenue when the latter asked for it, 
an;] both ofheers Teferred the matter to the Board. When Hamilton wnis 
directed to transfer pargana Khanpur to liarlow, he wanted pargana 
Mahaic.h in exchange. B ;rlo\v ohjecie l. IKrlow also liad an altercation 
wi*h the Opium Agent at Benares. 

In 1S18 there were two surgeons stationed at Ghazipur. In May, 
18JS, they both refused to attend any civilians except those at'ached to 
the jail In consccpience we find the head writer of the CoHeciorate 
(an Kuiopoan) obliged to go to Benares for medical attendance because 
‘‘the surgeons of this station can neither be prevailed upon either by 
entreaties or persuations ” to attend him. 

Ai-i further example of lettc^rs throwing light on tlu' times ilie 
following may be (]iiotod. A let.tcr of Barlow to the (hunmissioner in 
duly, ISIS, asking for sanction to entertain a naib miinshi. Barlow said 
that the naib had actually been working,for a year on such allowances 
as the muushi chose to pay him out of his own ])ockct. This was 
not sufficient for the naib who threatened to strike. Barlow proposed 
that he should he made permanent on Bs. 15 per mensem ; tliis sum heing 
met 1 y deducting Rs. 5 from the salaries of each of the three naib taht^il- 
dars. These were paid Rs. 30 per mcnsi^m each and Barlow did not 
see why they should receive more than the thanadar, whoso salary was 
Rs. 25 per mensem. 

On the 5th November, 1818, Barlow declined to receive Bank of 
Bengal notes in payment of land revenue. On the 3rd April, 1820, 
Barlow reported to the Board that while be was holding his court tw'o 
zamindars in his presence attacked and beat an individual wlio stood 
forth to bid for an estate to he put to sale by B irlow. Barlow also 
complained of the general “ gross impnipriety and contempt on the part 
of the vakils and other peo})le and requested that section 105 of 
Regulation XI of 1810 be extended to Collectors. 

When Barlow wanted some bridges constructed over a river in 
Chaklah Azamgarh in 1821 he wrote to the Superintendent of Police, 
Westeni Provinces, for sanction. 

Until 1820 Charles Swccdlaiid, the (yommertiial Resident and Opium 
Agent, was Postmaster at Ghazipur. Then Barlow was made Postmaster, 
ile asked for an allowance for this which was refused. Barlow’s great 
grievance was that he as a permanent Collector received only sicca 
Rs. 1,500 (=:Rs. 1,567-9-5 Farrukhabad rui^ecs) per mensem, while the 
Collectors in the Conquered, and Ceded Provinces received Rs. 2.000 per 
mensem and the Judge and Magistrate of Ghazipur, wdio was junior to 
Barlow, drew a salary of Rs, 2,333 per mensem. Barlow claimed that his 
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work was as hard if not harder than tliat of the Judge and Magistrate and 
jet his average einolurnents including his commission on abkari sales and 
stamps, etc., since he had become Collector averaged only Rs 2,014 per 
mensem. Barlow’s request was refused. He was still drawing only 
Rs. 1,500 as Collector when he left the district in 1 27. He w'as however 
later appointed Deputy Opium Agent and Deputy Collector of Coveriiinont 
Customs, Ghazipiii', in addition to his duties as Collector and for this he 
received Rs. SOO per mensem. Barlow was continually asking for more 
emoluments. The commission on the ahkari revenue for the year 1817-18, 
au exceptionally go )d one for the Ghazipur district, amounted to 
Rs. 5,GIG. of which Hamilton, the Collector of Benares, received Rs. 4,865 
and Barlow only Rs. 751. Barlow asked that he might be granted an 
extra Rs. 4,805 to (lornpensate him for his exertions. This was refused. 

years later, as the ahkari l eveune had fallen off, - Ikirlow repeated 
his demand. The abkari income, and in consequence the Collector’s 
comuiission, varied considerably from year to y iar. For the period the 1st 
January, ISdl to tlic 80th June, loo2, the lollowing were the commis¬ 
sions received by the Collector :— 

From ahkari ... ... ... Rs. 11,858—7—13 

,, stamps ... ... ... 4,199—S—13 

opium ... ... ... 0—13—12 

In addition to these commissions the Collector ohiaimal commissions 
on the ri'suinplion of muah estates. Thus in 1823 Barlow lecame 
entitled to a commission of Rs. 157-3-2J.. This was not actually paid up 
until 10 years later ! 

Series I f .—Letters issued to the Board of Revenue between 1st May, 
1821 and November, 1828, seven volumes. (These are lied up in basta 
no. 15.) 

From 1821 onwards the letters to the Board of Revenue were copied 
out in one volume and all other letters copied out in another volume. 
The volumes of hitters issued to the Board of Revenue form series II 
and the volumes of the remaining letters form series V. The subjects 
dealt with in series II are of the kind which have been descriiied at some 
length in series I. 

Series III. —Revenue letters classified according to subjects, 1828 to 
1831, two volumes. (These are tied up in basta no. 16.) 

Mr. G. T. Bayley, Collector of Shahabad, was appointed Collector of 
Ghazipur in place of Mr. Barlow. The latter gave over charge on 
the 7th December, 1827. Bayley did not join at Ghazipur until the 18th 
January 1828; Richard Walker acted as Collector during the interval. 
Bayley, immediately be joined, altered the system of classifying the 
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letters issued. Ho divided the letters written by him into two main 
classes (1) those relating to accounts, (2) all other letters. These latter 
were again sub*divided into 19 parts. When the pre-Mutiny records of 
the Collector’s office were overhauled some ten years ago, the volumes 
containing the letters relating to accounts were made to form a part of 
series V so that series V does not end with the year 182.S, bpt continues 
up to 1855. The other letters issued by Bayley were in.ide to form a 
separate series, namedy, series III. The two volumes that compose this 
series are not consecutive. They both cover the same period and it 
would have been more accurate to have put the acc'ouiit volumes of this 
period in the same series instead of making them form a part of“ series V. 
This, however, is a minor inattcr. Volume 1 of this series contains 
letters und(‘T' the following classes : — 

(1) Miscellaneous, (2) sales for arrears of rent and abkari, (3) sale.s 
of on account of decrees of court, (4) abkoari, (5) remittances and 
drafts, (G) letters relating to tht‘ Shahabad ('olK etorship, (7) 
(topics of dueiniients. 

The letters entered in the sc^eoud volume are classified under the 
following hcjub : — 

(1) Boatd’s luise^dlnneous, (2) Lott(!rs and petitions for report. (3) 
Settlement, (4) vSuits in which Chwernim nt ata; a ptirly. (5) 
Begiilatioii 1! of 1819, (6^ Slamps, (7) Ta.wjln es, (8) Fen.'^ious, 
(9) Preci'pts, (10) Secretary to Governnumt, (1T) (^(uirt of 
Wards, (12) Tjocal Agents. 

In both volumes the letters under each head are cla.ssified according 
to the official to wlaan they were sent. Thus those under the head 
miscellaiicous ” fall inlo the following sub-heads :— 

(a) Collectors of otla-r districts, (h) Court of Appeal, (c) Judge and 
Magistrate, Ghazipur, Surv(^yor, Officer Commanding in 
charge of Regiment ("/^Superintendent of Lithographic Press, 
Deputy Paymaster, Agent of the Governor General, 
Benares, Commissary Ageut, Commercial and Opium 
Agent, Benares, (k) Fort Adjutant, Buxar, Stud I)6p6t, (vt) 
Executive Officer, Accountant, Revenue department, (o) 
Superintendent of Stamps, ('p) Accountant-General, (q) Super¬ 
intendent of Resources, ("r/ Mint Master, (s) Civil Auditor, (0 
Clerk to Committee of Stationery, (u) Indigo planters. 

The letters are all listed at the beginning of each volume under the 
above heads and sub-heads. 

Series IV .—Letters issued to the Commissioner between May, 1831 
and December, 1855, 25 volumes. (These are tied up in bastas nos, 16, 
17, 18, and 19.) 
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After Bayley left the district, the former sysLcMn of classification was 
resorted to, but in 1829 Commbsioiiers wort; created so thiit the division 
of letters was changed to ( 1 ) letters issued to the Conimissiozuir. ( 2 ) ail 
otlcr Utters. The lettt^rs that compose this series deal with the ssmo 
subj(x*ls as thos(^ whieb compose series II. As the system of adminis¬ 
tration devtiloped, it became more iTuchaiiical and stereol.yped. In 18^15 
the post of Magistrate was united to that ot C'>lle(itor, bnt the letters of 
this seri(is art.' all written by the Collector in his capacity a.s Collector. 
In addii itm to the subjects mentioned uiider serie.s i, this stones contains 
letters relating to the District dak, the trade of t ht' distnc.l., ediniation 
in the distric, cJianges in patwaris’ circles ; ;i,n I, fri ni 1848 onwards, tic; 
let tt'r.s incliidv Annual Administration ib'.pnrts of ti e district , d'iiere is 
sonit! correspondenct; about tlic' en.sus <>1 IJSltJ which was has (i on the 
set t h.ne nt papt-rs, also about the (;enMis ()!' 1808 . Tin- s ries (;ontains a 
r( jiort oi tlui Collector on thi' evil effect' on t he Gha/npiir district, of 
closing the lUuiarcs mint. There is an interesting Idler of IS'U) from 
Mr. I’cj)](a 3 Smith in reply to a, ixapjest for a report on the ell a.'ts of the 
I'lCent union of tlie offica'S of the Magistrate and tlie Collector. Mr. 
Snhdi expressed his opinion that', contrary to ant. iuipal. ions, the nni ui had 
not im].irove(l tl:e enh'iency of t,he p dice but. t.lu^ fie t tha... Liie Colhvlor 
bad now become a, Magisir.atc greatly assis <si hirii in his iiscal cajiacity. 

V .—Miscellaneous h'.tters issued, 1881 to l 8 .*) 5 , 80 volumes. 
(Tlu'se are tU'd op in bastas 21 , 22 , 28 , 21 . an<] 2 o.) 

This series is not of innch general intcK'st, but. the portions prior to 
1825 are ol consid('rable local int'.'rest. Tuc correspondence relates 
laj-gely to fmamd.-il Juaticrs, .salarie.^i, establishun nt and coritingent bills, 
sales of si amps, indc'iits for stamps, dr.ifts on other tr/aisuries, monthly 
details oi' cash bjihuiCes in the Collector’s tieasury, monthly estimates 
ot rraafipts and expenditure, remitt.an(3e of tn^isuri' and stamps, treasure 
oscorls, stationery indent,s. cl.airn for damages canscid by troops on the 
march, subscriptions to Government. 4 pi'r cent, loan of 1885, pay of 
steamer pilo's. (There were live of these, ea( h receiving Us. 18 per men¬ 
sem, at tached to Ghazipiir.) 

.From 1888 onwards the same oflrcer w/is ])ot.h Magistrate and (Dolloc 
tor. All th (3 letters of this series are written in his capacity as Collector. 
Letters written as M.agistrate were, copied out in dilierent regist.ers and 
all these have been weeded out. In the early years the Collector 
regarded his post as Magistrate as an entirely separate one. Thus we 
have a letter from Mr. A. P. Curry written on the 18th of April, 1837, as 
Collector to himself as Magistrate requesting himself as Magistrate 
to furnish at his earliest convenience a statement of public ferries! 
Between 1828 and 1831 this series loses much of its value because it 
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contains only covering letters for accounts and no details of the 
enclosures are given. Thus, most letters merely tell us that on 
certain dates the Collector submitted such and such accounts. This 
was due to the change in the classification adopted by Mr. Bay ley 
when Collector (vide letters issued, Series III). From 1828 to 1850 
the only historical value of these letters lies in the fact that most 
of them mention the names of persons adressed. Thus on the 25th 
March, 1840, the Collector wrote a letter hy name to each of the 
eight indigo-planters settled in the Ghazipiir district asking them to 
express an opinion on the practicability of hemp being profitably grown 
in the district. 

After 1850 this series contains copies of letters written by various 
Deputy Collectors attached to the Ghazipur district to the Collector; 
some of these are interesting. They include annual administration 
reports of the Deputy Collectors on the suh-divisions committed to their 
charge. 

Series VI .—Letters issued by the Local Agents, Ghazipur, 1821—55, 
one volume. (This is tied up in basia no. 25.) 

This senes cori’esponds to receipt serie.s V. 

The letters have all been copied into a single register. They relate 
chiefly to the sale of the land of the old Fort, the dispensary, side drains 
of streets, repair and construction of roads. As they are not accom¬ 
panied by maps of any kind they are of very little interest. 

Series Vif .—Letters issued by Mr. Davidson, Deputy Collector, in 
1849, one voluiiio. (Tied up in basta no. 25.) 

Davidson was on deputation from 15th December, 1848 to 20th March, 
1849, to revisit the settleinent of the mahals in the Ghazipur district that 
had been affected by alluvion or diluvion, A groat part of his work 
was in the Ballia district. The correspondence has no general value. 
Miscellaneous records, 72 volu7nes. 

(These are tied up in bastas nos. 26, 27, 44, 45, 48, and 49.) 

Contents of hasta no. 2(5. twenty-one volumes which are tied 
up in this basta consist of records which do not fit into the series of 
revenue letters received and issued, being registers; statements, files, and 
copies of correspondence :— 

(a) Six volumes of statements of muafi lands, classified according 
as the remission is over or under ten rupees per annum. 

(h) A register showing progress made between 1849 and 1855 in 
adjudicating the titles to rent-free parcels. 

(c) A register (which is complementary to aeries V of letters 
received and series VI of letters issued) containing the 
accounts of the Local Agency of zillah Ghazipur tor the period 
45 
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1834 to 1851. The fact that during the whole of this period 
less than Rs. 9,000 was spent by the Local Agents is a suflS- 
cient reason for the small value of the correspondence con¬ 
tained in the above series. This register contains a list of 
the nazul property entrusted to the Local Agents. 

(d) Three registers of lands taken up by the Government. 
ie) A volume of correspondence regarding diara lands. This is 
supplementary to series VII of letters issued. 

(/) One volume of statements of village chaukidars. 

{g) One register of sales of lands in execution of decrees. 

{h) A register showing all the business done by the Collector and 
his subordinates between the 1st May, 1846, and the 30th April, 
1847. This is of interest to the modern Collector as it enables 
him to compare the nature and extent of his work with that 
of a Collector in the days of the Company. The work done is 
divided into 53 heads. The register shows that during the 
period 34S mutation suits were brought; that there were 561 
Bales in execution of courts’ decrees and 254 executions of 
Bumrnary decrees; that 311 complaints against patwaris were 
■disposed of; that in 113 cases penalty was levied on insuffi¬ 
ciently stamped papers ; that the. Collector disposed of 150 
appeals from orders of uncovenantccl Deputy Collectors ; that 
the Collector sent 281 reports to the Commissioner and wrote 
842 letters to other officers ; that 1,174 certified copies were 
given and 555 petitions were filed for information and record. 

(i) One volume of statements of transfer of insolvent pattis. 

(j) One volume containing statements of compensation charges pay¬ 

able from the Ghazipur Collectorship. 
ik) Three volumes showing lands used for Government purposes in 
the Ghazipur district in the years 1849, 1851, and 1857. 

'(?) One volume, of files. This volume contains a rough map (not 
dated) of Ghazipur cantonment, a list of camping grounds in 
the district in 1852, a list of 31 mahuls in pargana Zamania 
of which the land revenue was revised by Mr. Alexander 
Duncan in 1202 fasli, two lists ofmahals in which pattidari 
papers and wajib-ul-arz had not been filed in 1848, muafi 
statements for 1850, some files of correspondence regarding 
various talukas and other estates, 

(m) One volume labelled “Copies of Revenue Correspondence,” 
1826 to 1839, showing the revenue-free land in the district, 
with the authority in each case for the relinquishment of 


revenue. 



( S39 ) 

(n) A volume labelled^* Judicial letters received*’ 1832 to 1848. 

As, only three of the letters are of a judicial nature, the volun>e 
has been misnamed. As we have already seen, practically all 
the judicial records of Ghazipur have been destroyed and these 
three letters, together with some copies, to be described later, 
are all that remain of the Magistrate’s correspondence. Of 
the three judicial letters in this volume two relate to packages 
ensured by the Alliance Insurance Company of Calcutta that 
were saved from a boat wrecked near Zamania. The third is 
a circular, dated the 26th July, 1832,^i6sued by the Accounlant 
at Fort William exaplaining how to separate the accounts of 
the Diwani from those of the Foujdari. The other letters in 
this volume relate to various pattis and talukas. 

(o) Correspondence of the years 1855—57. The letters in this 

volume are mostly copies. As we have seen, the issue and 
receipt series of letters end with the year 1865 ; in 1856 aud 
1857 there is a hiatus. Practically the whole of the corres> 
pondence of those years has been weeded out and that five or 
six letters found in this volume are all that remain. 

Contents ofhaata no. 27,—This contains 12 volumes of copies of cor¬ 
respondence. These volumes, together with some of those which are 
found in basta no. 44, were compiled between 1870 and 1875 for 
Mr. Oldham, a Collector of Ghazipur, who wrote, among other books, his 
well-known Ghazipur Memoir. The letters copied out are of a most 
varied nature and are not arranged chronologically or according to 
subjects. Most of the letters copied are of local inlereat, some have 
general interest, others have not even local interest. What, however, 
gives these volumes some value is (1) they contain copies of corrcspondeuoG 
which no longer exist in original, e.g. some correspondence of the Magis¬ 
trates of Ghazipur, (2) they contain copies of correspondence relating to 
the Ghazipur district prior to the date of any original records in the 
district. These copies are all of documents that exist in the Commis¬ 
sioner’s office at Benares or the Collector’s office at Mirzapur. The 
letters of class (1) are of considerable interest. They include some acri¬ 
monious correspondence between John Eoutlcdge, Collector of Benares, 
and Jacob Rider, Judge I and Magistrate of Ghazipur, in 1797. Rider 
ordered Routledge to transmit certain papers to the Board of Revenue. 
Routledge refused, whereupon Rider fined him Rs. 500 under section 42 
of Regulation VI of 1795. Routledge refused to pay the fine. Other 
letters of interest are those that passed in the year 1803 between Y. 
Burges, Judge and Magistrate of Mirzapur, General Deane, Commanding 
at Benares, John Barton, Collector of Benares, and Lieutenant John 
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Campbell, ComibandiDg a detachment of’^'troops sent from Sultanpur 
Cantonment into Gbazipur to coerce some refractory zamiridars at Gahmar 
in the south-east of the Gbazipur district; a letter detailing methods 
adopted in 1803 to meet scarcity, namely grant of a bounty on import of 
grain into Benares and the Ceded Territories ; a hotter from Janies Barton, 
Collector of Benares, dated the 29th March, 1804, complaining that the 
Magistrate of Mirzapur had arrested, without notice to him, the savvars he 
had sent to realise arrears of revenue from the taluka of Gahmar ; corre- 
spo idence relatiug to the abolition of the office oCtahsildar in the province 
of ilenares in 1804 ; resolution of the Governor General in Council, dated 
the 10th July, 1807, dismissing Mr. James Barton, late Collector of BeiiareS; 
for misconduct ; report, to Lord Minto, Governor General, of the Board of 
Commissioners, dated the 3rd December, 1807, regarding the reform of the 
kanung'/ establishment; letter from W. H. Bird, Magistrate of Ghazi- 
pur, dated tlie 11th November, 1817, protesting against the proclamation, 
dated the 28th October, 1817, to offer a bounty on export of gram from 
Benares to the Coded Provinces. Writing of Gbazipur, Bird says : “ Its 

stores are exhausted; the inhabitants di3pend foi‘ subsistence solely on 
supplies from Bchar wliich are (luite iiiadecpiate and the population 
amounts to seven or eight hundred thou.sand souls.” Bird stated that 
he had su})prcs3ed the publication of the proclamation and asked that a 
bounty should be paid (jii grain imported into the province of Benares. 
The Government declined t o gra.ni. the bounty asked for by Bird but 
approved of his action in suppressing the proclamation ; a letter from the 
Superintendent of Police, Western Provinces, dated the 9th December, 
1813, to Lieutenant-Colonel M. L. Gardner, Commanding Irrogula’* 
Cavalry, Khasganj, prohibiting the practici' of his regiment of cutting off 
the heads of robbers, etc., who fell in conflict with them; various state¬ 
ments of iK'irious crimes committed in the Ghazijnir district (the state¬ 
ment covering period June, 1821 to February, 1822, slioWvS that 501 crimes 
were committed ; that these included 398 burglaries, 3 murders, 16 
highway robberies); a letter from Mr. Melville, Judge and Magistrate, 
Ghazijmr, dated the IGth May, 1822, stating that when he had assumed 
charge in August, 1820, there about 600 criminal cases pending in which 
accused were on bail, some being of five or six years’ standing. lie had 
reduced the balance to 300 ; Melville’s report on town chaukidars, dated 
the 6th April 1824 ; a letter reprimanding Mr. Oldfield for not executing 
a murderer on the date fixed by the court; correspondence with the 
Magistrate in 1818 about the grant of land to the Pindari Chief, Wasil 
Muhammad. Other subjects dealt with in these judicial letters (which are 
numerous between 1822 and 1826) relate to the resources of the district, 
fairs, the health of the district, suttees, etc. (There were 55 suttees in 
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the Ghazipur district in 1823 and 33 in 1834. In April, 182G, there 'vfas » 
bad outbreak of cholera in Ghazipur, 130 deaths occurring in four days.) 

Contents of hasta no. 44.—This contains 14 volumes of the most varied 
nature. Most of these contain copies < f records in the office of the C^in- 
missioner relating to the period prior to 1817. These letters concern 
either the Ghazipur district (including Ballia), or are of a general nature. 
The majority of them are probably copies made for Oldham when prepar¬ 
ing his Ghazipur Memoir. Such copies are of course not certified. There 
are, however, a number of certified copies which were obtained by Collec¬ 
tors for various purposes. Volume I contains a translation of an Urdu 
history giving a resume of the events of the Hijri years 1179 to 1184 
describing the meeting between the Nawab Shujauddin and General 
Camac and their treaty and tin; subsequent meeting with Clive. It goes 
on to give an account of quarrel between Balwaiit Singh, Raja of Benares, 
and this Nawab and ends with the death of Balwant Singh and the in¬ 
trigue which followed it. 

Volumes II to IX coutain copies of correspondence of J. Duncan. 

Volume X contains copy of a report of Mr. G. H. Barlow, dated. 
Lucknow the 27th May, 17 87, on the natuie of trade in the 
Vizier’s country. 

Volume XI contains a copy of the report of Mr. G. H. Barlow, dated 
Benares, the 24th August, 1787, on the trade and coinage of 
Benares. 

Volume XII contains certified copies of various letters issued by 
Duncan, 1790—95, including a copy of his report, daLed the 
25th November, 1790, on the permanent settlement of Benares. 

Volume XIII contains copies of some proceedings of Duncan of 1788 
relating to Ghazipur, including that appointing Maulvi Umar 
Ali to the office of Judge and Magistrate of Ghazipur. On the 
criminal side Umar Ali had the power of infleting 20 stripes or 
one week’s imprisonment without reference to the Resident. 
Any more severe sentence had to be referred to the Resident 
before it was executed. 

Volume XIV contains copies of letters written by various Settlement 
Officers, Lushington, Edmonstone, and Raikes. 

Volume XV is an alphabetical index by subjects of the letters and 
orders relating to the Ghazipur district in the Duncan records 
at Benares. It also contains reference to entries in the Qhazi- 
pur note-book at Benares. This volume should prove useful 
to anyome working on the Duncan records in connection with 
the Ghazipur district. 
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Contents of basta no, 45.—This baeta contains four volumes of copies 
of letters— 

Volume I contains copies of letters regarding land taken up for the 
military cantonment and the subsequent mjcupation of the said 
land for &tud purposes. The first letter is dated 1797 and is 
from the Adjutant-General to the Secretary to Government. 
The last letter is dated 8Lh of August, 1861, and infornw the 
Secretary of the Government of India that His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief sees no objection to the re-occupation of 
the lands at Ghazipur required for stud purposes as he has 
already intimated to Government that in consequence of its 
unbealthiness Ghazipur will not again be occupied by European 
troops. 

Volume II contains correspondence between 1799 and 1803 relating 
to the cantonment lands. It contains also some accounts of 
sales of indigo sold by the East India Company on account of 
John Lewis Oreal, Esq., of Bengal, on 28th of June, 1798. 
Apparently much of the land acquired for the cantonment was 
in possession of Mr. Oreal, who had built on it indigo works 
and this correspondence shows the compensation paid to him 
and to other zaniindars for this land. The correspondence is 
chiefly between the Secretary to the Board of Kevenue, Fort 
William, and the Collector of Benares. 

Volume III contains copies of correspondence from 1842 to 1844 
regarding the compensation to zamindars for extra land taken 
up for the Ghazipur cantonment. 

Volume IV contains correspondence from 1797 to 1861, relating to 
the acquisition of the land intended for the cavalry canton¬ 
ments and it inoliides a copy of a letter from Mr. Oreal, dated 
17th of August, 1799, asking for compensation for his indigo 
works. The correspondence also includes some letters of 17d8 
from W. N. Cameron, Chief Engineer, reporting the result of 
his survey of the Ganges between Buxar and Benares for a 
suitable site for a cantonment. The latter correspondence 
relates both to the Company’s stud and to the cantonment. 

Contents of hastas nos. 48 and 49.—Although all letters issued and 
received during the years 1856 and 1857 have been destroyed, abstracts 
of all these letters have been retained. The abstracts of letters issued 
and received for the year 1856 are tied up in basta no. 48 and those for 
the year 1857 in basta no, 49. 
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SetiUment records. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the Ghazipur district was settled per¬ 
manently by Jonathan Duncan in 1788-89, a number of settlements had 
subsequently to be made and the records of these settlements and the 
correspondence of the officers who undertook them are in the Ghazipur 
record room. 

The causes that necessitated these subsequent settlements were (1) 
the omission on the part of Duncan to settle pargana Saidpur Bhitri, (2) 
the defects of Duncan’s settlement. 

(1) The omission of Duncan to settle Saidpur Bhitri led to the depu¬ 
tation of Mr. (later Sir n.) Lusbington as Settlement Officer in 1831. 
The records of his settlement, which cover the period 1831 to 1834, are 
in basta no. 28. 

Duncan did not settle Saidpur Bhitri because the pargana had been 
given to one Ausan Singh in jagir by Warren Hastings. The terms 
of the jagir allowed him Rs. 50,000 a year income and Rs. 4,000 as 
expense of collection and required the jagirdar to pay the balance of the 
assessment of land revenue, namely Rs. 20,724-11-0, to the British 
Government annually. 

The reasons given by Duncan for not including this pargana in his 
settlement operations were that the amount of revenue was mentioned 
in the agreement entered into between Warren Hastings and Raja 
Mahip Naraiu of Benares, that the sura was small and that a detailed 
statement would prove an unpleasant interference with Ausan Singh, 
The omission of Duncan was unfortunate as it enabled Ausan Singh 
to extort a good deal more then the fixed revenue. The result was 
that when a European Judge was appointed to Ghazipur in 1795, 
the zamindars refused to pay the demand of the jagirdar and applied 
to the Judge for protection. This caused the quarrel between the Judge, 
Rider and the Collector, Routledge mentioned above. This is not the 
.place to follow up the history of this jagir. It is given in some detail 
on pages 19 to 43 of part II of Oldham’s Ghazipur Memoir. It must 
suffice that in 1821 the question arose whether Ausan Singh’s eon who 
had succeeded to the property on his father’s death in 1800 was entitled to 
succeed or whether the jagir was only for the life of Ausan Singh. The 
Collector of Ghazipur, Barlow, investigated the matter under Regulation 
II of 1819 and found that Ausan Singh had only a life interest. This 
decision was upheld by Sir Edward Colebrooke, the Commissioner of 
Behar and Benares, who recommended that the son, Sheo Narain Singh, 
should be maintained for life. After much correspondence it was decided 
that the muafi should be resumed and that the family of Ausan Singh 
should receive one-fourth of the net revenue collection in perpetuity and 
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Lushiugton was appointed to settle the pargana. The settlement report 
of this officer is reproduced on pages 34 to 42 of part II of Oldham’s 
Ghazipur Memoir, It may here be sard that the title of Oldham’s work, 
namely, A Historical and Statistical Memoir of the Ghazipur District, is 
somewhat misleading as Oldham did not finish the work. He got only as 
far as the year 1795 except in the case of the history of the jagir granted 
by Warren Hastings and in consequence a more suitable title for the book 
as it stands would,bo a History of the Benares Province up to 1795 with 
special reference to the Ghazipur district. Oldham intended to write 
a third part and took some notes with this object. Tnere is in the 
Ghazipur record room ample material for such a volume dealing with the 
revenue administration of the Ghazipur district from 1817 onwards. It 
is to be hoped that some one will take up this work. The book would have 
more than tlie heal value as it would afford young Government servants 
consideral)le insight into the growth and the working of the land 
revenue system of the permanently settled districts in the United 
Provinces. 

The records left by Sir H. Lushington as Settlement Officer are ono 
volume ol‘ letters received by him, three volumes of those issued by him, 
one volume of assessment statements and one case book, 

(2) The defects of Duncan’s settlement. Seeing that Duncan’s 
settlement was completed iu about a year, it is not surprising that it was 
defective in many respects. It did not supply the primary essential to 
a successful settlement, namely the making of records of proprietors* 
and tenants’ rights. It did not even record the boundaries of mahals. 
Many of the raahals were held by a large co-parcenary body. En¬ 
gagements should have been taken with each one of these; as a matter of 
fact engagements were taken from a few reperesentatives. The result 
was that many co-sharers became deprived of their rights. This led to 
an enormous mass of litigation, to say nothing of agrarian riots. 

The consequence was that as soon as a favourable opportunity occur¬ 
red the land was re-settled. One of these opportunities was afforded 
by the death, in 1830, of Alrakh Singh, who w^as the farmer of revenues 
of an estate of 251 villages having an area of nearly 73,000 acres in 
parganas Pachotar, Shadiabad, Zahurabad, and Bhadaon. In 1835 
Mr. G. F. Edmonstone was appointed to settle his estate. The corres¬ 
pondence of Edmonstone is in basta no. 28, 

The resumption of the jagir of Pandit Beni Ram which consisted oi. 
the whole pargana of Bahriabad afforded an opportunity for the re-settle¬ 
ment of that tract of country. In 1837 Mr. E. Peploo Smith was appointed 
to make this settlement. None of his correspondence as Settlement Officer 
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exists and the only records of his settloiueiit now extent are some 
volumes of general statements, .janin statcmeiits, and village statements. 
These are tied up in hasra no. 40. 

Edmonstone and Poploc k^lmith wiien making tlu irsel tlemcnt prepared 
a complete record of rights. Under Kegulation IX of 18f‘hS it was necessary 
to prepare a record of rights for the remainder of the district. This was 
especially necessary on account of the large balances of revenue outstand- 
ing and the number of estates held iii farm at the time. Accordingly 
in 188f) Mr. C. Kaikes was put in charge of the revision. At the time 
Kaikes was engaged in compiling a record of rights for each village and 
resuming and asses.sirig rovenue-frui lands and unsettled estates Lieutenant 
Maxwell was put on duty to demarcate the hoiindarics and make a pro- 
lessional surv -y. Li 1841 two a Iditioual officers wore <leputc;l to assist 
in the i('vision, Mr. W. Wynyard being entrusted with the parganaa 
of Ghazipur, Khaiipiir, AUhaich, and Zamuii.i, and G. R. Barnes with 
Zahurabad, Shadiabad, and Paci-oL.-ir. Ibukes also did somo settlement 
in the Benares district. The revi^ion was completed in 1842. The 
record.; of the work doin' by llaikes. Wynyard, and .Barnes are to be found 
in bastas m.s. 2fb .‘ll, 32, and IbS. Tin re are in the record room of the 
(kammissioijor of Benares cerb in of M likccj’ records in ad libion to those 
in the Ghazipur record room. 

V.—Table showing coutents of bastas. 


Number of 
basta. 


Naiure of contenlB. 


1 

2 

3 

4 


6 

7 

8 
9 


Threo volumos of copies of correspondenoe (letters 
received, series l). 

Ono volume of circulars received by the Collector 
(letters received, series TV), 

One voli.mo oi letters received by the local agouts 
(loiters received, series V). 

Six volumes of letters received from Board or Com* 
missiocer. 

Six volum< s of letters received from Board or Com- 
mis.sionor. 

Sir volumes of letters received from Board or Com¬ 
missioner. 

Six volumes of letters received from Board or Com¬ 
missioner. 

Six volumes of letters received from Board or Com¬ 
missioner. 

Six volumes of letters received from Board or Com¬ 
missioner. 

Six volumes of letters received from Board or Com- 


1817 tol82G. 

1821 „ 1624. 

1825 ,,1328. 

1829 „ 1833. 

1834 „ 1838. 

1839 „ 1844 (April). 
1844. „ 1861 


mi sijuer. 

Fivt Volumes of loiters r: coived from Board or C'm- 1852 ,, 
missionor. 
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JSf umber of 
basta. 


JO 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
]9 
iO 
21 
22 
2H 
24 


26 


2G 


28 


29 


30 

31 

32 


Nature of contents. 


Five volumes of revenue circulars 
Fivo ’ ,, 

Five 

Four ,, „ ,, - - . ■ 

Five volumes of letitrs issued to all officers (scries I) 
Seven volumes of letters issued to Board (series II) 
'j wo volurni s of ela.seificd letters issued (aeries III) .. 

[ f.ur volumes of letters to Commissioner (eories IV^) 

Sx M „ ,» „ (Mayj 

Fight „ „ 

beveii ,, ,1 

ISix V 'lunies of miscellaneous letters issued (series V) 

Six „ „ „ (May) 

Si* ,, „ I. .. ( •! ) 


Om- volume cf J liters issued hy local agents (series 

OiU'voliune, of letters issued l>y Me. Davidson, By. 
Collector (series VII). 

Seven volumes of ui.na/l statcUTienis 

'I lin e regismis of land taktm up by Government 

One rogistur c f Local Funds (nazal) land 

One vuilniiio of copies oi roveniu' correspondonco .. 

One volume of covrc.spondencc regarding dia<ah lunds 

One volume of village p< lico Btatciuoiits 

(j]u' \ ()luni‘- ut files 

Ono register of sales of binds 

CUie vohiino of business staioiacnts of the Collector's 
office. 

One volume of statements of transfers of insolvent 

putt CI S, 

One volume containing statements of compensation 
cli;, rgv':. p.! V ibb' fr('m tla' G 1 j:i zipur CoUcctorship. 
OiiM V. Iiimo ()l judicial letters rocc iv^^d .. 

C^io' V ri luiie ol •.•■■veuu'i eoi n>'<pondonce .. 

Nioe V lu.mesof cof i's o; miscellrtnnous correspond* 
cue ' relating to t.lio (Ihaziiiiir di-trict. 

Out'. Mdume Oi ieticv.'* receivc-l by Mr. Liishington. 
I'^ctl lement C'dlioer. 

3'hrc‘e V liinr :> ol h ftcra issued by Mr. Luslungton 
One M'luiiicof asia'S.smcnt utatciuenta. 

One volume oi IcULcrw received by Mr. Edmonstono, 
Settlement Officer. 

Ono volume of Icttcra issued by Mr. Edmonstono 

Three volumes of currcspondcnoc of Mr. Baikos, .. 
ScM Icmonl. Orlicor. 

Throe volumes of corrospondencG of Mr. Wynyard, 
Bctthmient CMIicer. 

Two volumes of correspondence of Mr. Barnes, 
Settlement Officer. 

Nine volumes of general statements compiled by 
Mr. Baikcs. 

Eight volumes of village and police statement com¬ 
piled by Mr. Ruikes. 

S:x volumes of viHugc etatemonts compiled by 
Mr. Kaikos. 

Five Volumes of village statements compiled by 
Mr. Kaikfcs. 


1817 to 1825 (July). 
1625 „ 1835 

1830 1847. 

1848 „ 1855. 

IBIG „ 1621. 

]8-!i „ 1828. 

18-28 „ 18U. 

1831 ,, 1885 (April). 
1835 „ 1840. 

1841 „ 1848. 

1849 „ 1855. 

1821 „ 1827 (April). 
1827 ., 1833. „ 

1833 1838. 

1839 „ 1844. 

1845 „ 1850. 

1851 ,, ,1855. 

1621 .. 1855. 


1849. 


1841 to 1855. 
1849 „ 1857. 
1855. 

J820 to 1839. 
1849 „ 1852. 


1853-4. 

1840-7. 


1838-9. 


1832 to 1848. 

1855, 185G and 1867. 
1797 to 1855. 

1831 „ 1834. 

1831 „ 1834. 

1835 „ 1837. 

1835 ,, 1837. 

1839 „ 1842. 

1841-2. 

1841. 
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Kumber of 
basta. 


^4—3G 

37—40 
41- -42 


43 


44 


*fi 


47 


48 

49 


Nftture of con toots 


Seven volumes of general statemoiits compiled by 
M»'. Wynyard. 

Seven volumes of police general statiomrnts compiled 
by M r. Wy ny ird. 

EigJit volumes of waa/? genera] si. iteraenfcs compiled 
i)y Mr. Wynyard. 

Fiftoan volumes of village general statements com¬ 
piled by Mr- Wyny ; rd. 

Thirteen pargana l)ooks 

Ten -wDlumes of mauza registers. These are undated, 
but the pfiper on which they are written bears tbo 
water-mark ye^r 3 620 or 3 821. These coiitiun 
only the n ime:^ and numbers o! the villages : none 
of the other columns hav -i been lUied up Some 
of them relate to chakla Azaingirh. 

One register of Government mahals, rrhazipur 

One ,, „ Azamgarh. 

One ease book of Mr. Liiishington, Setilt monl Olheor. 

One volume of fcoitlomont statements of Rukos, 
Wynyard, and Bai nes. 

Thirteen volumes of copies of old r(‘cords relating to 
tde Ghazipur district, ohiofly co{)i a of connspoud- 
ence of Jonathan i>uucau, Resident at Benares. 

This correspundciico deals with such interesting sub¬ 
jects aa tbo permani'ot settlement, fem.ile iutanti* 
cide, Mr Birlow'.s report ou the trade and cur¬ 
rency of Benares, etc. 

Four volumes of corre.spondence relating to canton¬ 
ment and stud. 

Cue printed volume containing the Government 
jesolution, dated the 1st August, J8l2, regarding 
Bettlement. 

One vol ume cent lining statement showing the area, 
iaviOy etc., of each pargana of the district in 1844 

One volume of village statements of taluka Gahmar. 

Torec volumes ot general atatemenLd of pargana 
BahariabHd 

Two voliime.s of village statements prepared by Mr. 
Pi'])l( e Smith. 

One v domc of statomenta of Bumraary settlement on 
account of diJuvion confirmed by Governuicnt 
previous to January 1848, 

One Volume of reports on securitiesof Government 
servants. 

One rcgi.ster of alluvial mahals settled first by 
officeis appointed under Regulation IX of 1825 
to 1849. 

Rc.gibter of alluvial OBtateg, 

Register of alluvial properties formed since the 
Bettlement of 1197 F. 

Bi.-t of e8t^'t^s on the banks of the Ganges and 
Gogra with their jama. 

List of c'llJuvial mahals on the Ganges. Assessment 
by the Settlement Oflioer at the first revision of 
set? lement. 

One vc'Uime of letters from Commissioner to Mr. 
Davidson (Lettora received, SScries VI) 

One volume of letters from Commiasioner relating 
to alluvial binds (Letters received. Series VII). 

Twelve \olumos of abstracts of correBpondenoe for 

1856. 

Tbirter n volumes of abstracts of correspondouco for 

1857. 


1840-1. 

1820. 

1840-1. 


3850-96. 

1849 

1849. 

1840. 
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VI—^Listof the Collectors of Ghazipur, from the formation of the 
district until 1855. 


From— 


Name of incumbent. 
Collcctora. 


To-. 


1st April, 1817 ... Robert Barlow ... 15th October, 1818. 

15ih October, 1818 Henry C'ri^''bioci (oliicia- 

ting) ... ... 23i(l Fo'-rnary, 1810. 

28rd February, 1810 lioberfc Barlow ... 7t!i Deceiiil er, 1827. 

7ih December, 1827 ... Richard Walker (officiating) 18th January, 1828. 

18th January, 1828... Gc'orge Tiiornton Bayley . 25ih November, 1860. 

25th November, 1830 Wm. .las. Henry Money 

(offii:iij,tiijg) ... 20th December, 1830. 

20th Decemlxu’, 1830 Hiairy Lushington (officiat¬ 
ing) ... ... 22ii(l July, 1831. 

22iid July, 1831 ... Archibald Campbo!l (offi¬ 
ciating) ... ... 25th November, 1831. 

25th November, 1831 Win. 3as. Henry J\iuiuy 

(officiating)... ... 10th January, 1833. 

Mafjitiiraics aiid Collec'orK, 

16th January, 1833 ... laIward Peploe Smith ... 20th Se})tembor, 

1830. 

29th vScpteinber, 1S3G, Frederick vStaiiiforth (oib- 

ciating) ... ... 17th October, 1830. 

17th October, 1830 ... Geo. Fred. Fdmon.stone (offi- 

ci :ting) ... .. 11th November, 1830. 

11th November, 183(i Cornwallis La Tomdie (offi¬ 
ciating) ... ... 1st April, 1837. 

LstAoril, 1837 ... Geo. Fre l. Edmonstone (offi¬ 
ciating) ... ... 17th April, 1837. 

17th ditto ... Alfred Peter Currie (officiat¬ 
ing) ... ... 16th August, 1837. 

lOth August,^ 1837 ... Geo. Fred Edmonstone (offi¬ 
ciating) ... ... 9tli September, 1837. 

9th September, 18.17 William Hunter (offieiating) 27th December, 1837. 

2/*th December,’ 1837 Julin Joseph L. Taunton 

(officiating)... ... 9th February, 1838. 

9th February, 1838 ... Neil B( njainin Edmonstone 

(officiating... ... 11 th October, 1838. 

11th October, 1838 ... Win. Cathcart Smith Cunn¬ 
ingham (officiating) ... 12th December, 1838. 

12th December, 1838 Charles Grant (officiating)... 28th January, 1839. 

28tfi January, I83!^j .. Edmund Wilinot ... 1st February, 1845. 
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1st February, 1845 David Robertson (officiating) 14th January, 1847, 
14th January, 1847 ... Philip Charles Trench Ditto 1851. 

Ditto 1851... Andrew Ross (officiating) 14ih February, 1851. 
14Lh February, 1851 Philip Charles Trench . 11th April, 1851. 

14th April, 1851 Andrew Ross (officiating) 14111 May, 1851. 

14th May, 1851 Philip Charles Trench 14th April, 1851. 

14th April, 1851 Andrew Ross (officiating) 14th May, 18,51. 

14th May, 1851 Christopher Western 

Fag'in (officiating) ... 11th March, 1852. 
11th March, 18.52 Robert Bensley Thornhill... Gth March, 1855. 

6th March, 1855 Andrew Ross (officiating). 

Vn — List of Judges and Magistrates of Ghazipur before the offices of 
Collector and Magistrate were united. 

(This list is probably incomplete. T-ie dates are aj)proximate.) 
Jnc'amhent. Office. Veriod. 

Jacob Rider, Judge and Mngistrate 1795. 

Ricbardson Post abolished. 

W. Loch Joint Magistrate ... 9th July, 1812 to 8th 

^ December, 1813. 

W Cracroft Ditto .. 8th December, 18J3 

R. M. Bird Ditto ... to 4th May, 1820. 

Ditto , Judge and Magistrate May to August, 

(officiating). 1820. 

The Hon. W. L. Judge and Magistrate ... August, 1820 to 
Melville. October, 1824. 

C. W. Smyth Judge and M/igistrate October, 1824 to ^ 

(officiating). 1825. 

E. Lee-Warner ... Judge and Magistrate 1825 to April, 1826, 

E. J. Harrington ... Ditto April, 1826 to Au¬ 

gust, 1827. 

Ditto .. Judge ... August to Decem¬ 

ber, 1827. 

H. S. Oldfield Magistrate ... August to Decem¬ 

ber, 1827, 

E. J. Harrington .. Judge and Acting Magis- December, 1827 to 

trate. 8th July, 1828. 

Ditto .. Judge ... 8th July, 1828. 

R. Walker ,. Acting Magistrate Ditto. 

W. Walker ... Acting Judge ... March, 1831. 

E. P. Smith ... Ditto „ 1832. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OP THE MAGISTRATE 
AND COLLECTOR, JAUNPUR. 

The few pro-Mutiny records that now exist in the record room 
of the Collector of Jaunpiir have been placed in seven guard books. 

The contents of these guard books are as follows 
Number 1 contains original correspondence, consisting of about forty 
letters written during the period 1848 to 1855, relating to the 
sale of mauza Aureyla, pargana Mariahu, its purchase by 
Government and its subsequent restitution to its original 
proprietors. 

The correspondence is listed at the beginning of the volume. 

Number 2 contains letters of 1857, some of which are originals and 
others copies arranged under the supervision of Mr. R. P. 
Dewhurst and listed in the printed list prepared by him. 
Number 3 contains :— 

(a) Copies of important correspondence relating to portions of 
the suburbs of Jaunpur which have come under cultivation 
and arc consequently liable to assessment of land revenue. 
The correspondence, which has been listed, covers the period 1849 to 
1855 and includes fifiy-two maps and two muhalla registers. 

In addition to this pre-Mutiny correspondence the lollowing records 
of a later date have been pasted in this guard book 

(i) A note, dated the 15th May 1873, by Mr. Barry ‘‘on the so- 
called nazul cases in the city.” 

(ii) A memorandum, dated the 21st February 1880, by Mr. Addis on 

the city land, Jaunpur. 

(iii) Correspondence of 1880 and 1888 on the above subject. 

(^6^ Two original letters from Mr. Ommaney, Collector of Jaun¬ 
pur, addressed to the Commissioner in 1849. One of these 
is interesting as describing the ceremony of shagoon prac¬ 
tised by the tahsildars of the Benares division at the end 
of Bhadon or on the 1st of Knar as a method of extracting 
money from the people. 

Number 4 contains copies of coriespondence relating to taufir land 
in chak Kalwa, mauza Passewa, tahsil Karakat. 

Number 5 contains copies of the revenue administration reports for 
the period 1842 to 1859 of the Jaunpur district, and some 
correspondence thereon. 
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Number 6 contains copies of correspondence relating to taliika Houz 
and other salt lands in the Jaunpur district, 1833 to 1855. 
Number 7 is a register into which have been copied — 

(1) the proceedings of Jonathan Duncan, Resident at Benares, 

relatiog to the Jaunpur district from October, 1787 to July, 
I7t)l; 

(2) a note by Mr. Thomason when Member of the Board of Revenue, 

dated November 19, 1482, on the state of the Jauupur Collec- 
torship ; 

(3) correspondence of the period 1843 to 1846 between the 

Collector of Jaunpur, the Commissioner of the Benares 
division, the Board of Revenue and Government, relating to 
the re-arrangement of parganas in the Jaunpur district. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAOISTRATE 
AND COLLECTOR. MIRZAPUR- 

I.—The formation of the district. 

II. - G( neral nature of the records. 

II. —Clasteifiration of the records and contents of the haatas. 

IV.—Descriptive account of the records. 

N. ii —Tlioae rrcorcla inclndo judicial records relating to the Zamania tahsil of tb« 
Ghazipur di^’>trict from 1800 to 1820. 

I— The formation of the district. 

Tlie zillah of Mirzapur, so far as the Judge and Magistrate was con¬ 
cerned, was formed with effect from the 30th September, 1795, when the 
colicitorsliip of Hcniires was f(>rrned. There w.is a Collector of Customs 
but no s(;parate Collector of Ilevenuo for Miizapur. Until 1830 as 
regards reveniK; matters Mirzapiir formed part of the eollectorship of 
Benares. 

On th(i 3rd November, 1829, the Covernmont directed that the revenue 
jurisdiction of the Mirzapur parganas of the 13enares eollectorship should 
bo united with l.ho Cbistoms eollectorship and formed into a new revenue 
eollectorship, TheS(' parganas were, Bhagwat, Bliuili, Haveli Chunar, 
Qariat h'ikhar, Agori, Barhar, Bijaigarh, the tappa of Chaurasi, Chhiyanve, 
Upraiidh, Kon, and Saktesgarh of pargana Kautit. 

M. I. Tierney was appointed the first Collector of the new revenue 
district of Mirzapur, but Sir Frederick Hamilton, the Collector of Benares, 
took some time in handing over the rcivenue papers of the Mirzapur 
parganas and before this was completed Tierney becume acting Collector 
of Benaros and ne^ver went i-o IVIirzapur. Shortly after this J. M. Mac- 
nabb who was Collector of Customs at Mirzapur, on his return from 
leave was directed to take over the duties of Collector of Revenue in 
addition to those of Collector of Customs. On the 10th February 1830, 
Macnabb asked to have the final separation of the Mirzapur parganas 
deferred until the begiiiuiixg of the official year 1S30-31 or preferably 
until the beginning of the ensuing Fasli year, because none of the records 
had come from Benares and, as the Persian ones were reported to be in. 
a confused and defective state, he anticipated considerable delay in 
the completion of the handing over of the records. He also required 
time to form an establishment and, as the Customs house had not accom¬ 
modation for the land revenue office, he proposed to appropriate the 
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outhouses which lie had hitherto occupied as a treasury, record (jhieo, etc. 
The postponement was agreed to. Then the Kaja of Benares raised 
some objections to tlui proposed transfer of the pargaiias comprising his 
Family Domains, with the result that we find Tierney writing, as late as 
10th of August, 1830, that he thought that the propio.sc'd transfer might 
not take effect after all. Tierney, however, was not right. In a letter 
dated the 2.5th October, iSoO, to the (Commissioner, Macna.l)h submitted 
a list of the establishment he recpiired for the new colhaa.orate. His 
proposals eedailed a monthly cost amounting to Its. 1,489. Against tJiis 
he proposed a reduction (o tln‘ expenditure of Ks. l.Obb in the oilieo 
of the (Jallector of Benares. The Mirzapur establishment as finally 
sanctioned, cost Bs. 1,45 ! per mensem. The now Mirzapur colU'cl orate 
actually (Mine into opco’atiou with effect from Isb November, 1830, 
although on that date tlu; records from Benares had not eome. MacnaM) 
did not retain charge of the new eollectorship lor long. On the 17th 
January 1831, he made over <4iarge ol’ the eollectorship to Cornwal¬ 
lis La Touclui, who was relieved on the 10th February by C MaiJscmzie. 
]\Tackeiizie held office (mly till tlu' 5tl) of DeceinbiT, when he was relieved 
by Edward Smyth, who gave phuu; to (lolin Lindsay on the 11th February 
1832. Lindsay was (jolUa^lor of Mirzapur until the 18th November, 183b^, 
when he was relieved by W. IL Woodcock, who was already Magistrate 
and who thus became Magistrate and (kdleetor. Kea Mangraur and 
Singrauli were added to the Mirza])ur district later. Sin(.:e tluni, 
excc])t for some slight alteration in the boundary, there has been no 
chang(j in the territorial limits of the Mirzapur district. 

II— General nature of the records. 

Th(^ Mirzapur records are more complete than those of any other 
district cfiice, both judicial and reveame documents having been preserved. 
The judicial records are valuable, documents existing from 1795, when, 
a Judge and Magistrate of zillali Mirzapur was first appointed. 

d ht' collectorate was formed as recently as 1830, so that the revenue 
records, aUlmugli fairly complete, are not so valuable as those of Uhazipur^ 
which district was aeparaied from Benares 13 years earlier. 

A feature of the Mirzapur records is their classificmtion. 

Some records have been bound up separately which in other record 
rooms where they exist are mixed with other records, e.g., letters to iho 
Magistrate from the Sessions Judge, letters from the Superintendout of 
Resoursos and Icttijrs relatiug to the Court of Wards. The settlement 
records are more complete than those in any other office. 

The Mirzapur n^cords are sufficiently voluminons to form the bashi 
of a history of the Judicial and Kovenue administrat,^on of the district. 

47 
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Ill—Classification of the records and contents of the bastas. 

The following tabic shows the classification of the records and the 
contents of each basta : — 


Niituro of records. 


Number 

of 

volume. 


Date of record. 


Number of 
basta ia 
which 
tied up. 


Series I. — LotieiH ihe 

CouimisHioncr to (ho IVlagisi- 
rato. Tweut)-lcur voluiiK'a. 



1830 

1831-2 

.1833-4 

1834-5 

1H35-0 

1S37 

1837-8 

J838-0 

1830-10 

1840 

1840- 1 

1841- 2 

1841-3 
1843 to 1845 
)84r> 1847 

18‘17 „ 3 84l> 
1810-50 
3H50-1 

1851 to 1853 
1851 
J 854-5 

3 855 to 1857 

1857 

1857 


Series lT.--CircnlarH from Com- r 
jui^isioiiiT to Magistrate. < 
Th/\c volduics. C 

Soi'ies ni—Lcttirs frojn the / 
Su]»Grintt3Qcl<'nt. of Pol i <• e, N 
Western J’roviuccs. Three 1 
volumes. V, 


SorioB IV. -Ijc(4icr.s from Govern¬ 
ment to the M a g i s t r a t o. 
Twelve volulne.s. 


35 1809 to 1854 

2(5 1855.(5 

27 1856-7 

f'S lSl2tol8J7 
20 1818 „ 1820 
80 1821 „ 1827 


31 1795 1 

32 1793 , 

33 1803 , 

34 1806 , 

35 1811 

;;(5 1812-1 

37 181-2.1 

38 1814 t 

39 .1817 , 

40 1821 , 

41 1827 , 

42 1834 , 




Scries V.—L otters from the 
Nizamiit Adawlut and Court 
of Circuit. Sevonteen vol- 


43 1795 to 17C7 

44 1798 1802 

45 1808-9 

46 1809 to 1811 (January) 

47 1814 (8eptcmber)-18J5 

48 1816 

49 1817-8 

50 1818 
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Nature of records. 


Series V. —Letters from the 
Nizainut Adawlut and Court 
* of Circuit. Seventeen vol¬ 
umes. 


Series VI.—Letters from Ses¬ 
sions Judge. Six volumes. 


Series VII.—Cirou 1 a r s from 
Superior Courts. Five vol¬ 
umes. 


Series VIII —L e t t o r s from 
Commissioner to the Joint 
Magistrate. Ono volume. 


Series IX.—Letters issued by 
the Magistrate. I’wenty-seven 
volumes. 


S'^ries X.—Letters issued by 
Joint Magistrate. One volume. 


f 

1 

I 

I 


1 






Number 

of 

volume. 

Date of record. 

Number of 
b.asta m 
which 
tied up. 

51 

18FJ .. ' 


52 

1820 

1 

52 

1821-2 


54 

1822 to 1824 

1 

55 

1824-5 

) 8 

60 

182G 

1 

57 

1827-8 

I 

58 

1829 to 1832 

1 

59 

183G „ 1839 .. , 


GO 

18?3 „ 1837 


Gl 

1837 1839 .. 


(•>2 

1839.40 


(.2 

1840 to 1845 

9 

G4 

1845 „ 1861 


C5 

1851 „ 1857 

/ 

GG 

182G 1829 

\ 

G7 

18.30 „ 1832 

G8 

18.32 „ 183r. 


( 9 

183G „ 18H7 


70 

1838 ,,1841 

rt 

10 

7J 

1849 „ 1851 .. 


72 

1803 „ 1805 


73 

1807 ,,1809 .. 


74 

1810-11 


75 

1811-2 


7G 

1812 

11 

77 

1817-18 

78 

1818-39 


79 

1819-20 


80 

1821 to 1829 


81 

1829 „ 1832 .. 


82 

1832-3 .. .. 1 


83 

1833 to 183G 


84 

- lt30-7 .. , 


85 

8G 

18.37 to 1839 .. 

1839-40 

1 12 

87 

1840 to 1842 


88 

1842 1845 .. ” 


89 

1845 „ 1848 


90 

1848-9 

\ 

91 

92 

1850 

1850-1 

93 

1851-2 


94 

J852-3 


95 

1853-4 .. ; 

) 13 

9G 

1854-5 

97 

18.55 


98 

1855 to 1857 

* 


99 

1849 to 1852 .. .. i 

/ 
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Number 


1 

Number of 

Nature of records. 

of 

volume. 

Date of record. 


basla in 
■which tied 





up. 


100 

1824 

•• ^ 


1 

101 

1831 




102 

1831 2 


; 


lO.d 

18.34 to 1830 


\ 

1 

104 

1830-7 


1 

1 

105 

1837-8 


j 


100 

1838 


j 

Miscellaneous. 

107 

1838 


1 

i 

108 

1841-2 



1 

100 

1842 


\ 


110 

1848-4 



Series 1 —Miscellaneous lottorB ! 

111 

1844 



received by the Magetraie. 

112 

1845 


\ 

Twenty-two volumes. 

ii:i 

1851-2 


/ 15 


114 , 

18'.2-3 




115 

1853-4 



1 

110 

1854-5 



1 

117 

1855 


/ 


118 

1H55-0 


' 

1 10 

1 850-7 




i:iu 

1857 




121 

1857 



Series Jl.—lj('iLci';> r e f 0 i V e d | 





regard j n g marriages and 1 
(Jhureh Iluilding l^’und. Uiie j 
voluim;. ( 

122 

1847 to 1855 


) 

ScricL' Hi.—Uegister, | 

124 

Marriage )■<. eislei' IjLirik 
n'.,tie,i line!-: 



Financial. 

1 

105 

j705 toJ.sis 



Serie.s 1.—Lett er; r< ecived iiami j( 

1 2''' 

1810 1828. 


\ 

the Aecuiintani (ieiieral. l'\>nr 1 

1 27 

1820 .. 1S32 


\ 

vidumes V. 

Set'ji.s 11,—lii'tlois reeoived relat- 

128 

1838 ,, 1857 

•• 

! 17 

iug to treasury inatlcra (Jtue ^ 
volume. 3 

120 

’ 181S ,, 1850 


1 

Series LIl -Ijetters reeoived from 

130 

m 

, 1831 ,, 18^5 


1 

the Suiii'iiattMident of Itesour > 


1 

ci s. Two volumes. 3 

1835 . , 



/ 

132 

1831 „ 1833 


\ 

133 

1633 „ 1835 

1 



134 

1835 

1 



135 

1835 „ 1837 


Series IV. —Letters rccL’ivcd from 

130 

1837-8 



the Accountant, Ten volumes. ( 

137 

1838 to 184: 


/ 


138 

1813 „ 1849 




139 

1819 ,, 1652 


\ 

\ 

111) 

1853-4 


) 


^ 141 

1854 to 1850 


S.Ties V.—Circular.s from the 
AeeOiintant. One volume. > 

142 

1844 „ 1855 


/ 

Series VI.—Cash ab.stract S 
accounts. Throe volumes., v 

143 

144 

145 

1832 to 1839 

1839 „ 1848 .. 

1848 ,,1856 

•• 


Revenue. 




' 20 

Series T.—Halkabandi of patwa- ^ 

lie 

1850 



ties (with a packet of maps), j 
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Nature of records. 

Number 

of 

valiime. 

Date of record. 

Number of 
ba.sta in 
which 
tied up. 

lievenue —{continued). 




ScrioB II.—Letters received by 



\ 

the Collector of Mirzapnr from f 

147 

1829 to 1835 


Collector oJ Benares. Two vol- 1 

l-ls 

1830 „ 1843 


iime.s. ) 




Scries III.—Copies of letters rolat- i 

149 

1795 „ 1831 .. 

21 

in" to the Mirzapnr di.strict \ 

ir>o 

1810 „ 1880 

/ 

sent to the Collector of Hona- < 

151 

1819 .. 1831 


res. Four volumes with a ) 

i5‘2 

1810 „ 1830 


list ^ 

159 

Libt 

) 

/ 

154 

1829-90 

y 


155 

1830 



155 

1830-1 



157 

1831 

\ 


16.1 

1832 

/ 


159 

1833 



IGO 

] 833 

/ 


101 

1834 



102 

1834 



109 

1836 



104 

1835 

/ 29 


105 

1830 



100 

1837 



1G7 

1837 

} 


1(/H 

J 838 

1 


109 

1839 

f 24 


170 

1840 


i 

171 

184L 

> 

Series IV.—Letters sent to the 

172 

1842 

[ 25 

Collector by the Commissioner. \ 

171 

1843 

) 

Thirty-eight volumes. 

174 

1844 



175 

1845 



170 

J 840 

r 20 


177 

1847 

J 


178 

I8it; 



179 

1849 

1 


180 

1849 

!- 27 


181 

1850 

1 


ISii 

1850 

J 


183 

1851 



184 

i 1852 



185 ' 

1853 

' 28 

28 


i 180 

1854 

1 


187 

1855 

1 


188 

1855-0 

1 


189 

1850 

r 29 


19l) 

185 , 

1 

1 

191 

1857 

J 


192 

1831 to 1835 .. 

\ 

1 

193 

1835-0 



194 

1837-8 



l')5 

1838-9 

i 

Series V.-Circulars from the 

190 

1840 to 1840 .. 


CommisBionor to the Oolloctor. > 

197 

1840 „ 1852 .. 

> 31 

Eleven volumeg. S 

198 

1853-4 



199 

1854-5 



290 

1855-0 

c 32 


201 

1850.. 

c 

\ 

202 

1S5G-7 

; 
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Nature of records 

Number 

of 

volume. 

Date of record. 

Number o 
b'csta in 
which 
tied up. 

/icuenue—(concluded) 




Series VI.~Lettcrs from Government ^ 




und Bourd of Revenue to the Colloc- ^ 

203 

3843 to 1862 

1 , 

tor. One volume. ) 



r ' 

Series VII.—Ijctters from the Deputy ■) 

204 

1850 „ 4852 


Collector, Mirzapur. One volume. j 




/ 

205 

1829 „ 1832 


1 

20G 

1833-4 



207 

1834-5 

1 


208 

1835.G 

) ^ 


208 

1830-7 

f 


210 

1837-8 



211 

1838-9 .. 

/ 


212 

1839 to 1841 

\ 

Series VI 11 .—Letters sent by the Oollcc- , 

2.13 

1841-2 

1 

tor to the Commiesioiier, NiueUiou / 

214 

1843-4 

/ q 

voliimob. 

215 

1844 to 1847 

1 


21(5 

1847 ,, 1849 



237 

1849 1861 

/ 


21H 

1851-2 



219 

1852 


1 

220 

1853-4 

3 


221 

1854 5 


! 

222 

1855-(5 



228 

, 185(5 to 1858 


Scries IX.—OlVico copios of miscellan- C 

224 

185(5 .. 


ecus reveuiK.' letters issued (including -j 

225 

185(5 .. 


t hose toluting to the Court of Wards) / 

22G 

1857 .. 


Dour volumes. 

227 

1857 .. 


Scries X -Revenue files. Three \ 


1 


volumes. \ 


1 


Volunui I. —h'ilos 1 to .‘5— \ 




(1.) Tlio tonuto];of the Raja of Bejai- 

228 

i 


garh. 1 




(2) l*:irgana Singraulco, j 




(8) Roads, 




Volume 2.—File 4 (part I) — 


1 


(4) /iamindari.of the Raja of Agoroo 

229 

1 


Burhur. 




Volume 3 —Files 4'(part II), 5, G and \ 


i 


7- ■ . 1 


1 


(5) Coal mines in the Mirzapur 


i 


district. ! 

; 330 

1 


(G) Boundary _ marks fn pargana j 


i 


Burhur. 1 




(7) Transit duties > 


i 


Court of TForrfs. 


i 

Series I.—Letters received regarding f 

231 

1849-50 


the Kantit estate. Throo volume.s. -( 

232 

1851 .. 


i 

233 

1851 to 1855 


Series II.—Letters received regarding f 

234 

1855 .. 

1 

other estates. Two volumes. ( 

236 

185G-7 


Series III.—Letters issued regarding ( 

23G 

1852 to 1854 

1 

the Kantit estate. Two volumes. 

237 

1'854 „ 1856 

1 

Series IV.—Letters issued regarding ( 



1 

other estates. One volume. ( 

238 

1856 „ 1858 
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Nature of records. 

Number 

of 

volume. 

Date of record. 

1 

1 

Number of 
basta in 
which 
tied up. 

Settlement. 


i 

i 

1 


Series I.—liOtters from the Commis- f 

2.S9 

1639 to 1842 .. 1 


Hioner to the Settlement Officer. 

240 

1842-3 .. •• i 


Three vuluinea 1 

241 

1846 to 1849 •• : 





^ 38 

Series II. —Mi soelhineoua letters rocciv- f 


1 


ocl by the Settlement Officer. Tvv'o J 

242 

1839 to 1841 .. i 


volumes. ( 

243 

1851-2 .. 



244 

1839 to 1842 .. i 

A 


245 

1841-2 .. 1 


Series III. —Letters received by the J 

243 

1642-3 

^ 39 

Scttlciueut Officer. Six volumes. \ 

247 

3643 .. 

/ 

j 

248 

1843 to 1847 

1 

f 

249 

1848 „ 1852 

) 

Series IV. —Miscellaneous Settlement 




Hogisters. Five volumes— 




(1) Village statemeuts, 1843 

250 



(2) Bettleiuont statement of par- 

251 



gaua Kantit, 1842. 



1 

(3) Miscellaneous stutemonts, 184G to 

252 


) 40 

1848. 



j 

(4) Statements of estates 

253 


) 

(5) Summarily settled, 183G-7 

254 



Series V.—Fifteen volumes of polioo 

255 to 270 


41 

statements. 




Series VI.—Fourteen volumes of general 

271 to 284 


\ 

statements. 



\ 

Series VII.—Eigirt volumes of muafi 

1 285 to 2J3 


1 4. 

statements. I 




Berios Vlll.—Seven volumes of state¬ 

294 to 301 



ments (A. B. and C) of zamindari 




estates. 




Series IX.— Village maps. Sixteen 




volumes— 




Volumes 1 to 3 

302 to 304- 


43 

„ 4 ,, 0 

S05 „ 307 


44 

„ 7 „ 9 

308 310 


45 

„ 10 „ 11 

311-12 


40 

„ 12 „ 16 

313 to 317 


47 

Series X.—Village statements. Thirty. 




six volumes— 




Volumes 1 to 7 

318 to 824 


48 

8 14 

325 „ 331 


49 

„ IT) „ 21 

332 ,, 338 


50 

22 „ 28 

339 „ 345 


51 

„ 29 „ 30 

340 „ 354 


52 

Government Gazettes. 




Government of India Gazettes. Seventy- 

353 -0 425 


53 to 63 

one volumes. 




Govornmeni of Agra Gazettes, Seventeen 

420 „ 444 


64 „ 60 

volumes. 




Registe’'S containing lists of letters issued 

445 „ 457 


67 

and received. Thirteen volumes. 
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IV—Descriptive account of the records. 

Judicidl. 

Scries Loiters from the ( ommisibioner to Magistrate, 24 volumes. 

At first the Commissiouer held criitiinal sessions. He also took the 
place of the Provincial Superintendent of Police and his early letters to 
the Magistrate relate mostly to these hranches. Thus prior to 1835 we 
find the Commissioner issuing such ordiTs as lollow :— 

Directing tlie Magistrate to maintain an English register of une.xpired 
sentences of prisoners, calling lor information regarding suttee, issuing 
orders regarding escorts of prisoners from one district to another, and otr 
the luethorls of procedure of the courts of the Magisirates, Siidder .'^mins 
and Priu("ij)i] Amins, calling for is ports on highway robberies 

At th(5sam(; lime we find the Commissioner (hialing with such subjects 
as the chaukidari lax, the c.onstruction of works of pul»li(‘, utility 
by raising funds from local iuh ibitants, changes in the form of Calcutta 
siccc; and Farnikliabad rupees, monthly and other periodical reports, 
taking security from persons in charge of Government money, calling for 
reports on the working of various Aets, prohibiting 'iiazavs and dalis, 
direcling ol'iicors to conduct public business in court and not at home. 

Att<'r the Commissioner hud (oased to exercise judicial powers letters 
from him deal with the subjects ol the following description. 

Sanction of expeiiditiiro, appointment and dismissal of subordinates, 
the clashing of the Miiharram and the Iloli in 1^41, prohibiting the police 
from acting as mediator in private ba,rgains between Government officers 
and bazar dcaleis, the duties and resj)()nsibilit,ics which attaclied to the 
office of the Magistrate and (Collector, prohibiting the borrowing of 
money by one clerk trom aiiotho-r, the criim^ ol’ poisoning, the trial of 
Lritish subjects for murder or with crinit's committed in a foreign country, 
prohibiting the introduction of subsidiary polic'e into any town without 
permission ol’Govonimeut, pensions, tlie use of prisoners to watch plan¬ 
tations of trees, transport for officials, camping-grounds, scrutiny of con¬ 
tingent billsV stamped papers, bridges of boats, orders on annual police 
reports, reviews of trials, location of joint magistrates in the interior 
of the district. (On the 24th of August, 1843, orders were issued station¬ 
ing a Joint Magistrate, in the interior of the most districts. The Joint 
Magistrate in the Mirzapur district was stationed at Chunar), prescribing 
duties of Magistrates and Police in respect of protecting commerce on the 
Ganges, registers of bridges, Grand Trunk Koad, uniforms of police and 
barkandazes,sawars, proclaimed offenders, education, mukhtars, and special 
grant for the improvement of roads. 
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This series of correspondence brings home two things. The first is 
the very restricted official powers of Magistrates and later Magistrates 
and Collectors in the days of the Company ; the second is the way 
in which the Commissioners used to interfere with the acts of Magis¬ 
trates and Collectors. 

As regards the official powers of Magistrates, a Magistrate c.oirld 
spend nothing without previous sanction. In 1844 we find the Commis¬ 
sioner ohjecting to a charge for 4 camels to carry t.he Magistrate’s tent. 
The Commissioner sanctioned only t wo, one for carrying the tent and the 
other for the furniture. In 1850 we find letters to the Magistrate con¬ 
veying the Cornmisaioner’s sanction to the following charges:— 

Rs. 10-2'G for purchase of bastas :— 

,, 4-0-0 for purchase of record chest. 

,, ]7-0-(^ for the purchase of register books. 

,, I-()•() for repairs t.o fire-engine. 

,, 3-0-0 for o.)at hire' in an attennpL to catch a proclaimed olYender. 

10-8-0 lor the puiciinse of wax cloth. 

,, 3)-12 0 tor the purcliase of two morah.^ and ri'pairing ofhec chairs. 

In I85(i we find s[>e<*ia! h-ikirs from th(H.'omiitissioiuT to the ]\lagis- 
trate sanclioniug tlie fellowing items of expenditure' ;— 

Ks. 11=^10-3 (or removing records and wooden shelves from one 
room to another. 

,, r)-3-(i for punka, and (a.tti for the Ci’innnal Record Koom. 

,, 10-0-0 for wrappoJ's for lo'cord Room. 

4-0-0 f()i- (‘Up;ra,ving a seal lor office. 

In (uder to evpi iid a, sum of Rs. ott-O-O foi jiarlitioning the Record 
Room the s inct/ion of th<‘ Governnuuit had to be obtiiined. 

■'The fuUowing ure instan(*.ee ol close sujjcrvision exorihsed by the 
Conimissioner. 

In. May, 1832, tluj Commissioner annulled, as being Inible to abuse, 
an order of the Magistrate directing llianatuirs to make all jiersons of 
bad char act (it’ sleep at the thana. 

In the same year the Commissioner ordered the District Magistrate 
to depute one of his assistants to inspect all the thanas in the district. 

When the Magistrate wanted to tour in his district he had to obtain 
the permission of the Commissioner; in 1834 W. H. Woodcock asked 
the Commissioner, G. Mainwaring, permis.sion to extend his tour by 
15 days. This permi.ssion was refused. 

In the same year when two months’ leave was granted to a khulasa- 
navis * (clerk) both this and the appointment of a substitute had to be 
confirmed by the Commissioner. 

48 
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In the same year the Commissioner called, for an explanation because 
the Magistrate had spent Ks. 4 on two bottles of vinegar, while the Com¬ 
missioner’s office paid Ke. 1-0-0 for the same. 

In 1841 the Magistrate wrote to the Commissioner asking to be 
allowed to dismiss a thanadar “ as being totally unfit for Government 
employ.” Tin- Commissioner replied “ I beg to observe that it is the 
prerogative ol Governmemt, and of Government only, to declare any 
individual disijualified for further employment in the public service.” 

In 1844 the Commissioner objected to the length of the Magistrate’s 
tour in this district, Jiamely 4 months and!) days, also to his having taken 
along with him as many as 7 chaprasis and 2 sawars. 

Sfiries IT. —Circulars from the Commissioner to the Magistrate, 1850 
to 1857, 8 volumes. 

Among the more important snbj(‘ct.s dealt with in tliese circulars are 
the re-distribution of sawars in the North WesKum Provinces, systematic 
measures for pursuing proclaimed offi'uders, Presbyteiians in India, 
arming and drilling llie polic(; force, means of enforcing laws against 
vagrant tribes, form for applying for increase of estahlisbmont, inspection 
notes of ^I.is Honour the Litaitenant-Govcrnor on the Penares ftistrict 
Officf!, ])('nsions of police and revenue establishments, admission of 
inukhtars, ostn,blislnnent, reiurns, r(^gistors of tim('-«‘xpire(l convicts, 
family c!i(|ij(\s in ofTict's. arms and nmiriunition for district guards, cattle 
trespass, calls ior opinion of otlicers on tlu; Indi.ari Ikmal Code, torture, 
ferry settlements. 

There is a circular of 1854 showing that the (kmrt of Nizamut 
Adawlnt had issued orders prohibiting tlio holding of euteberry at the 
.same time in the Jndieial ami Kevenue deparlmcnt and stating that no 
pressure of busiut'ss could be deemed sufficient excuse (or so irregular 
and objectionable a proceeding. 

There are a number of circulars relating to the Mutiny. 

Scries III .—Letters from tlic »Suporintendent of Police, Western 
Provinces, 1812—27, 3 volumes. ^ 

Tile jurisdiction of t he Superintendent of Police extended to the whole 
of the province of Agra and he (*orresponded more nearly to tlie Inspector- 
General of Police than to the modern Supcidntendent. In those days 
there were no District Superintendents of Police and the Magistrates 
were in direct charge of the police. 

Pegulalion VII1 of 1810 directed the appointment of two Superin¬ 
tendents of Police : one for the division of Patna and the other for the 
divisions of Benares and Bareilly—“ who shall possess concurrent' juris¬ 
diction with the several zillah Magistrates.” 
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Mr. G. D. Guthrie was the first Superintendent of Police for the Divi¬ 
sions of Bareilly and Benares. He was appointed on 10th August, 1810. 

Later the Superintendent for these two divisions was called the 
Superintendent of Police in tho Upper Provinc^es and the otHcer whose 
headquarters were at Patna was styled the Superintendent of Police ia 
tho Lower Provinces. 

According to Regulation VIII of 1810. “ The primary object of the 

appointment of two Superintendents of Police was the apprehension of 
dacoits, cozavks, thugs, budecks, and other descriptions of public offenders 
guilty of tho commission of robberies and other crimes by open violence, 
tile said Superintendents shall from time to time proceed into the 
different zillahs or to any of the cities comprised within the limits of 
their r;^spcctive jurisdictions.” 

Tiie Siiperiutt rdents of Police were abolished iu 1829, Regulation I 
of that year vesting each of the Commissioners of Itevenue and Circuit 
with the powers of a Superintendent of Police within the limits of his 
jurisdiction. 

Act XXIV of 1837 empowered the Governor of the Presidency of 
Fort William and the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Pro¬ 
vinces to revive the office of Superintendent of Pol ic.e in their jurisdictions. 
If ap])ointed tho officer would divest Commissioners of their police powers 
and be guided by the rules contained in Regulation YIII of 18 LO. This 
Act was never given effect to in the North-Western Provinces. 

As will be seen from the correspondence, the duties of the Superin¬ 
tendents of Police were somowhnt wide. 

As examples of the subjects dealt with in tho eorrespoudenco of this 
series, men ( ion may be made of the following matters :— 

A(;(;oimis, murders committed by hairaijls, b;irk:indazes, pTovincial 
battalions, eniploymeufc of najibs, bridges and roads (iucluding rcjpairs 
of roads, construction of roads, planting of trees on roads and police 
chaukis for the prolectioii of roads), crime stutianents, cattle-stealing, 
ckaiikidari tax and establishment, jails, jail evsfcablishment, hutting of 
prisoners on the roads, employment of convicts on public works, health 
of convicts, crimes liy British subjects or European foreigners, contingent 
bills, dacoities, lists of European British subjects residing in the muffiasail, 
ferries, clearing of jungles on the margins of high roads, adjustment of 
disputes by arbitration, hawalats, protection of merchants and merchan¬ 
dise from robbers, maps of districts, apprehension of oftenders, robberies, 
rewards for the apprehension of criminals, statements of criminal trials, 
statements of suits to which Government was a party, sawars, con¬ 
veyance of public treasure, erection of towers for the security of publk* 
treasure, tolls, thefts, and wells. 
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Tliero in somo corrcspondonoo about thugs, iucluiling an interesting 
report on their operations, dated the 30th August, ISlb, by Mr. Jolui 
Shakespear, officiating Superintendent of Police. 

There is also a report by the same oibcer on female infantieide. 

There is some interesiihg correspondence on count erfeib coins and 
rupee-drilling. On the 14th of December, 1820, the Magi.stnite of Mur- 
shed,‘.ibad wrote to the Superintendent of Police in the L:over Provinces 
describing thi; method of rupee, drilling ui llie following terms : 

A good rupee is fixed in a forceps, two h.andies are made fast and the 
forceps hold by the toes and feet, an eartlum sam^er is placed beneath the 
rupee for the pur])f)so of receiving the silver filings as ihay fall. A hole 
is then drilled in the edge of the rupee throiigh tlic milling. It is then 
turned and a similar hole drilled opyiosile tiie first lu,lu liy wliich means 
the silver is rimre easily i xtracted. During the procei..-^ of (hilling water 
is 0 (!casioualiv dr()])pe(l over the rupee tliu weig.'it of whi'di keeps the 
silv'-T tog< tlier and carries it directly inlo the saucer vsliie,h is pl.-aad be- 
ne<'it)i. This being eilVeted, the shell of the rupee is w<agi'iod t<t ascertain 
how much silver lias been taken from it. Tlie rupee is ihen c()vered with 
a composition of earth and llax to prevent its I cing injured by the fire ; it 
is then heated and whilst on the tire as many strips ol lead cut about the 
size and thiekiiess of a worsted needle introduced, as will supply the 
deficiency of weight of the silver which has been extracted, with the 
exception of about the weight of one anna wliich is reserved for an after 
purpose. The ru])ee is then taken (df the lire and allowed to get cold 
aftcir which the composition with which it has been covered is taKen off. 
The two holes made in the milling are then stopped with silver knobs ol 
about J anna weight and the milling which has been injured by drilling is 
put into its proper slate. Tlierupee is taken again weighed and, if found 
exact, it is cleaned with ric^e and water, which compleles the pro(*ess. 

'fhere is some correspondeiK^e about slavery. In 1(814, Mr W. Dlunt, 
Superintendent of Police in the Western Provinces, pointed out that the 
regulations only jiroliibited sale of slaves imported into Dritish territory, 
lie asserted that if M.igistrates stopped such sai(*s people would kill 
their children in time of sc.ircity. 

In 1S2G the eoutrol of the Post ofu('e which had been held by the 
Doard of Kevenue at. Fort William since 1820 was handed ov(ir to the 
Superintendents of Police. 

From 1(S2G onwards there is correspondence relating to the Govern¬ 
ment Post office and za|jiiind;iri daks. In 1826 Mr, Walter Ewer, Superin- 
tcndi'iit of Police in the Western Provinces, issued a circulai' to all 
Magi.^trates asking for suggestions for improvii g the postal system. 
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Series I V.—Ldiem from the Govornmciit to Magistrate, 1795 to 
1845, 12 volumes. 

This series is probably not complete. But a (3()mp!ete series exists in 
the Record Room of the Secretarial of the Government of Bengal. 

As exauiples of the subjects dealt with in this conospondence the 
Ihllowiiig may be mentioned. 

Appointments, travelling allowances, olhcers receiving and giving 
over (charge of tlieir a])pointments, bonds, baptisms ]»y irmgistrates, idie 
est:d)li-'!iment of a bank at GalcuU:«, b.irkandhzes, public laiildings, the 
removal of the Rani of Raja Cheyte Siiigh Irom .Rirz'i[)Ui-, pounding of 
cattle, n.ililaiy cantonments, contingent cdiarges, petitions, complaints, 
claims, cauzees, pilgi images of exalted persons, daeoiti(;s, posto!]icu between 
BeJiares and IMirzapur, de,s(u-iptive rolls of vleserters, distiirba,nces, 
sale of intoxicaiting drugs, debtors to the Govm'nment of tlu! Nawab Aizior, 
surrgnder to the Nawab \bzior of Oudh of defauli('rs and fugitives 
seeking refuge in th-.j Comp.i'.iy’s lerritorios, publie employment of persons 
educated in collegiate' iusLituti<ms,establishments, list of Kurdpeans not in 
His Majesty’s or Company's service residing at alii’zapur, reports of 
Tnarriagos and deaths of Europeans, indig() ]daiiters, Eur(>])eans dying 
intestate, imiba.ukments, estimau^s, embezzlv-monts, ferries, list of Fi’encli 
su])jeeLs to be put under restraint when England was at war with Frauee, 
descriptive statement of foreigners, D.isahra,, Mnharram, and otlier festi¬ 
vals, forl-s of zarnindars, Gazettes Extraordinary published diuaiig the war 
with Tip])u, grain, bounty on the import of grain in 1803 and 1817, the 
prohibition of its export in 1817, prices of grain, grants of land, translalion 
of the Hindu Iligost, harkarras, hospital, reports of the commencement 
of hostilities hetwieii the British Government and its allies, Seuundar Jah 
and the Peshwa on the one hand and Doulat Rao Scindiah and the Raja 
of Berar on the other,indigo works, jails, dejuity kotwuls, police dai oghas, 
leave of absence, manufacture and sale of spirituous liipiors, military 
operations against the Raja of Bardi in 1811 and the quarrel between 
Rattray, rhidge and Magistrate of Mirzapur, and Colonel Tetley in 
command of the force operating against the Raja, marriages by Magis¬ 
trates, the enhirgement of the town of Mirzapur, mtu'chants, seizure of 
carts for military purposes, minders, Marshman’s Bengali newspaper 
and the purcliase of the 100 copies of Persian edition by Government 
(on the 7 th ol' April 182G, the Persian Secretary to Government ad¬ 
dressed the Reverend J. Marshman as follows ;—“ to aid you in prepar¬ 
ing a Persian version of your Bengalee Newspaper^ the Right Hon’ble 
the Governor General in Council has resolved to subscribe Rs. 100 
monthly to that undertaking which will entitle the Government to 
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receive 100 copies from such date as you may commence the publication 
. . . His Lordship in Council relies confidently on your assurances that 
all objectionable matter shall be carefully excluded from the paper and 
that you will spare no pains to render it acceptable to the native reader as 
re^^.ir.ls style and iiselul in respect lo information. military orphan 
insl.iMiiion, shops for the sale of retail opium, oath of ollice (vide iiole on 
Farruklialjad ju'iic'al records in the Commissioner’s olilce, Agra), the 
riiuLn i r; ids ii.to Liilish territory, prisoners, allowance for the support 
of pri oaeis, Gseupe and apprehensions of prisoners, the partition of the 
■jiidgteship of the Gliazipiir zillah in 1790 (The part south oi the Ganges 
WHS added to the Mirzapur judgeship and that north of the Gauges to 
the daiinpur judgeship), grants of permits to non-official Eiiroiieans to 
residi', in the muffassil, use of Longal paper, post office, police in caiiton- 
irients and military bazars, petitions, coinage and currency, regulations, 
roads, rewards for the apprehension of criminals, robberies, and other 
crimes, 1 reaty with the Uaja of Kewa, sebundy corps, sepoys, supplies 
for tro ips, stamped paper, thanksgiving for victories, iri-egular troops, 
trials, tiiugs (In 1810 Government sent to all Magistrates an extract) 
from a letter of Mr. Wright, Assistant Magistrate, Farruklial ad, regard- 
iiig thugs and t,he method of suppressing thuggee and direetiug all 
Magistrates to act on Mr. Wright's suggestions,) vakils, short-weight 
coins and the visit of the Governor General to Mirzapur in 1814 (liatt- 
ray, the .fudge and Magistrate, had to prepare a general report on the 
district under the hea Is, police, civil business, and mis(‘ellaneoiis. On 
an ival of tlie th^ot lu; had to rejiort himself to the Frineijaal Private 
Hecreiary and to accompany the Governor General until given permission 
to depart.) 

Series V .—Letters troin the Nizamut Adawlut and Court of Circuit, 
.1795 to 1889, 17 volumes. 

In the descriptive account of the Saharanpur records, the letters 
reel ived from the Court of Circuit of Bareilly from January, 180(3 to 
July, 1838, have been dealt with at some length. The letters issued by 
the Court of Circuit and Appeal at Benares are of a similar nature. The 
present series contains both these letters and those issued by the Court 
of .Nizamut Adawlut. 

There are several gaps in this series, there being no letters between 
1802 and 1809 and January, 1811 and September, 1814. 

These lacunm can be supplied to some extent by the record rooms 
of the High Court at Calcutta and of the Magistri^te and Collector of 
Saharanpur. 
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The correspondonoo of the superior courts was not confined to orders 
on cases. The courts were concerned with general judicial administra¬ 
tion. For example, in December, 1795, the Court of Nizamut Adawlut 
sent the Magistrate of Mirzapur a cat to be used for punishing all 
prisoners who might be sentenced to stripes* under the law of tawzir and 
directed him to apply for a new one when the one supplied became 
unserviceable. In December, 1790, the korah was substituted for ilio 
cat, and in November, 1797, the Court of Nizamut Adawlut ordered a 
jacket made of strong hide to be put on the person to be whipped so as 
to protect all parts of the body except that part of the back and the 
shoulders on which the stripes were to fall. A few years later the 
rattan was substituted for the korah. 

Some of the earlier letters form ratlicr amusing reading. In 1796 the 
Court of Nizamut Adawlut objected to the Judge of Mirzajmr adjourning 
bis court for one month to arrange decided cases, on the ground that be 
had already adjourned it one month in that year for the same purpose. 

We find the Nizamut Adawlut sending the Magistrates a sketcdi of 
the drop to be used in cxeculion. In 1810 the court ordered that exe¬ 
cutions wore to take place near {be spot where the murder was committed 
in order to increase the deterrent effect of tlie execution. 

In 1838 all gibbets were ordered to be removed. 

Other subjects dealt with in this correspondence arc the castralion 
of shives (this wfis made a penal offence in 1796), selling of chihlrmi by 
parents, an order in 1810 directing that any one burying alive another 
person with that person's consent would be guilty of murder, app )int- 
ments, appeals, extension of agriculture, bonds, mancgomeiit of military 
bazars, public buildings, native commissioners, extunsiun of commerce, 
cauzees, calendars of persons convicted and acquitted, circuit houses, 
coHtingent bills, statement of lieinous crime, execution of decrees, 
dacoities, intoxicating drugs, debtors, eunuchs, embezzelments, demoli¬ 
tion of forts, prevention of fires, futwas, frauds, management of jalis, 
ghats, holidays, hospitals, hospital for insane persons, the interpretation 
of laws and rules, investigations into crime, illicit manufacture of spirit- 
OHS liquors, leave of absence, petitions, stolen j^roperty, prosecutions, 
method of conducling cases, rewards for the apprcdiension of criainals, 
roads, lists of suits decided and ponding, summary suits, suits to which 
European British subjects were parties, suits to which the Government 
was a party, sanads for native pleaders , stamped paper, announceroeat 
of capture of Seringapatam, execution of sentences, talisildars, thefts, 
thugs, vakils, warrants, and examination of witnesses. 
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There is a good deal of interesting correspondence about suttee. 
vSome account of this occurs in the descriptive account of the Saharanpur 
records. 

Prisoners and jails were the subjects of much correspondence. 

There is also a good deal of correspondence about the poliec, the 
state of the police, police rev/ards, commission to police officers on the 
plundered property recovered by them. 

Other subjects of correspondence are security for good behaviour, 
suicide and confessions. 

Series VL —Letters from the Sessions Judge, 1883 to 1857, 6 volumes. 

The Sessions Judge in 1(S.88 relieved the Commissioner of Kevenue 
and (hreuit of his duties as a criminal court. There is not very much 
of interest in this series. A large* nuiiiber of documents deal with 
criminal trials. 

Thert^ is mucli corres])ondcnce n^garding prisoners, the method of 
eniployiiig tli(;]n, their licalth, etc. 

Oth(?r suhje'cts d' alt with arce appointments, buildings, imm of bad 
chnivK^ter, brihery, c/)m|)et(mey of Jiidg(‘s, calendars of commitments, 
aJiestations to coiifcssious, doti'iilaou of individuals pending thc^ decision 
of cases, <.‘,rit:nt3 stat.ements, charges ol e^urruption, de'positions, dacoities, 
l'utwa,s, estimates, holidays, investigations,d.nnage done by cattle t,o indigo 
crops, jail delivoi'ies, th(^ animal criminal administration rey)orts, juris-^ 
di(aa’oii of courts, price's <‘urrent, stolen property, jiopulation, exa^cution 
of warrants, and sessions ea>;es. 

Seri'ii VIL —(.Circulars' from Superior Courts, 182() to 1841, 5 

volumes. 

Some of the circulars ai o of considerable interest. One of the earliest 
is dated tlio 9th of May, 1797, in Avliic^h the Ni/aiaut Adaivlut say that 
tliey have luaarcl that some courts of justice had been closed until they 
were supplied Avith stamped payiers directed to be us(d hy IleguJatiun 
VI ol 1797. The eireiilar continues that this closing Avas not necessary 
and all courts already closed must be opened immediately. 

There is a circular of the Nizamut AdaAvlut, dated the Dtli of April, 
LSOG, ordering death to be the invariable penalty in cases of parents 
putting their children to death on account of insult. 

Other subjects dealt with in these circulars are, affrays, appointments, 
indiscriminate apprehension of persons, Sudder Amins,' proper authority 
for hearing appeals, security bonds, barkaudazes, settlement of summary 
cases, heiaous crimes, admiiiistraliou of criminal justice, infliction of 
corporal punishment on chaukidars, clumsy mode of execution of criminals, 
carriage for troops, calendars of persons convicted and acquitted, murder 
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of children for the sake of ornaiucLibs, the eiitertainnienb of daroglias by 
villagers, decrees, delays in disposing of suits, estahlishinents, embezzle- 
monts, ferry tolls, forgoi-ics, fines, hospitals, enquiries, jurisdiction of 
courts, attachment of land, law otUoers, Indian J^aw Coniinissioners, 
meaning of legal terms, inuchalkas, nazars, opinions of the Nizamift 
Adawlut, iusti'uments of punishment, muzcoorv peadahs, lawaris property, 
the holding of landed property under fictitious names, police officers, 
pleaders, insane prisoners, prisoners sentenced to imprisonment for life, 
forms of proci'odiugs, reports, an order })rohibiting (livil Servants from 
adopting the native style of dress, salary, security for good behaviour, 
security of tia asurers, suttees, sepoys, summonses, thugs, the offer of 
mercy to thiigx willing to give information, examination of wibiK'.&ses and 
registers of warraails. 

Series VfJ I .—Letters from the Commissioner to the Joint Magistrate, 
1849 to 1851, I volume. 

These lott u's wore issued to Mr. Ivoberts who was .loint Magistrate 
in semi-iiidependont (charge of South Mirzapur. The Joliowing are the 
more imporiant subjects dealt with in this seid()s : — 

A])peals, outrages committed on Lritisli subjects in the Ilewah terri¬ 
tory, (onmes, cholera, pills, cajiiiplaints, ihu^oititis, estabiisiiment, registra¬ 
tion of Kuropeans, farm of ferries, grass-stealing, municipal improvc- 
iiieiits. lel-tor-box('S, proclaimc'd offe.ndovs, trial of prisoners, petitions, 
jK)lice st;itement.s, plans, report,s, I'ewards, settlement, survey, the giving 
ol lef'uge iii kriu i'i lerritoiy to sla,vos vvlio had come in from the Kcivvah 
territory, sali-siniiggHng, trials, tolls, and warrants. 

Scries IX. — Letters issued by t!ie Ma,gistrate 1808—57, 27 volumes. 

Tklo^^‘, are a number of copies in t’le scries, noteably between 1S2L 
and 1829. Prior to January the 1st, 1850, the Magistrate eaten-od all 
letters issued by Ivini in one regisier. This series contains all such letters 
and therefore corresponds to seriers I fo Vll of J udicivul letters received 
and series 1 of Miset llaneous letters received. 

])Ut. Iroiii January, ]85(>, the lotteis issued to the f loinmissionor were 
entered in a separate register. 'I’his register, \vhi(di covers the period 
1850—58, lias wrongly been inclndedin Revenue, Scrie.s VIII, letters send 
by the Collector, as volume 220. 

Volume 98, which I'orms the last of the judicial series IX, consists of 
(a) all lettei-s issued in 1855 by the Magistrate, (5) those issued in 1850 
and 1857 to officers other than the Commissioner. It is necessary to 
bear this in mind when dealing with Magistrate’s records and to note 
that volume 220 of Revenue Series VIII is really the last volume of 
judicial series IX. 

49 
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The earlier letter-bi)oks are probably inoomplele. Perliaps there were 
other books dealing with routine accounts that have been destroyed. 
The letter-book for 1817 contains letters w'ritten by the Judge on the Civil 
side. Most of the letters have been copied by clerks in the office hut some 
of tfa* officers themselves wrote the draft in the early registers. The ear¬ 
lier letters contain much about the purchase and movement of grain and 
grain accounts. The original famine policy of (iovernment was to pro¬ 
hibit the evport of grain, to grant a bounty on import to districts where 
grain was scarce and to purchase gT'ain and store it. 

Tlic reeerds contain many accounts of disturlainces. There is some 
interesting eorrespondence regarding the attack on a Jiritish village by 
Dalganjan Singh supported by Raja of Bardi. This inroad took place 
on tluv 22ud of February, 1811. The Judge and Magistrate, James 
Rattray, e()mj))ained of the conduct of Major-(]encral Macdonald sent 
to attack Dalgamjau Singh. There is also some account of Rattray’s 
negotiations with the Raja of Bardi against whom he marched with Colonel 
’Petlcy and ol’ the destruction of the fort of Bopari. Rattray and Tetley 
f(;ll out, 'Jetley refusing to acknowledge that Rattray had any authority 
over him. 

In ]8.12 a body of 3,000 Pindaris raided the Mirzapur district.. The 
Pindaris came within a few miles of Mirzapur and the authorities had to 
take speedy steps for the proti ction of Mirzapur. This led to a squabble 
beLweem Tetley and Ijooh, who had succeciled Bat.lray as ^Magistrate. The 
Pindaris l()otc<l Ghorawal where they secured a lot of lout—the traders 
siiid ‘‘ lakhs of rupees. Being (X)ntent Avith this the raiders turned 
back without attacking Mirzapur. Tlie records contain a report of 70 
paragraplis, dated the 28th of March 1812, which Loch sent to Govern- 
mcait dealing with the subject. There is in the records a translation of 
a confession, dated the 5th of April, 1812, of a Pindari who was captured. 

There is miicli correspondence about crime. Tho Magistrate liad to 
report, originally to Government and later to the Superintendent of 
Police, wln-n that odicc'r was created, dacoities, murdcu’s, robberies, thefts, 
and burglaries in his district as they occurred. In addition to this he 
had to send in annual crimes reports. The eai ly crime reports show how 
defective re])ortmg was—that for the year 1803 sets forth 17 as the total 
number of scriou-^ crimes committcnl in the district, namely 1 robbery, 2 
adrays, 3 murders, 3 thelts, 3 eases of receiving stolen goods, 4 of rape 
and burglary. The crime figures wen^ 8 for 1804, 50 for 1807, 82 for 
1808, 103 for 1819. These figures include the Zamania tahsil which was 
put under the Judge and Magistrate of Mirz’piir after the Judge and 
ivisgiiatiato of Ghazipur was aboHslicd in 1800. 
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1 ho figures }iljove-(|uoted indicate of course not a growth in crime 
but better reporting. 

The records contain some letters to Government in 1820-21 regarding 
the apprehension of the robber, Bhim, and a report, dated the 22nd March 
1821, to Walter Ewer, Superintendent of Police in the Western Provinces, 
on da(;oities in Mirza])ur in the year 1820. 

There are a number of letters rogarding suttee, notably one from 
P. E. Patton, the Magistrate, dated th(^ 29th October 1819, to the Superin¬ 
tendent of Police. The records also contain annual re})orts of suttees 
(committed iu tlie district Irom 1817 onwards. In 1817 five wore 
r('port(Ml and the same number in 1818. 

There is a great deal of correspondence relating to police establish- 
inonts and police work in the district, especially in the years ISOG to 
t808. Tlu.'i'o is an inten^sting letter to Governmont clesoribiug the 
resistance oflered by the towns-peoplo of Mirzapur to the intivKliictiori 
into tile town of Beguiatioii XVI of 1814 under which chaiikidars 
wer('maiiitaiiicd lo support the police. In response to this letter the 
Vicc-Pi'rsidciit in (Council issued a Proclamation, daUal the LSth T\oveinlx!r 
1814, stating that, if nccessaiy, tlu; Governrneuii were ]n-epared to resort 
to iiuli'tary loi'ce to (itlect the introduction of the cbaiikidari system. 

I rom 1841 to 1 (Soo the animal police administration reports wore sent 
to the Sessions Judge and afterwards to the (joimnissioner, but the 
aunuaJ statement ol eriraes continue!] to go to the Sessions Judge attf'.r 
tlu! annual report went to the ('loinmissioner. The Joint Magistrate 
liad to send a repi)rt to the District J\Iagistrate and this was reproduced iu 
the District ^[agistrate’s rejiort. 

riicre is a mass of eorrespondence regarding jails and prisoners, iu- 
eludiiig annual returns ol prisoners iu jail, sliowing bow they wi re eui- 
])loyvd. There is an interesting report, written in 1838, by W. P. 
Woo;l(;ock, Mngistrate and Collector, relating to crime in the district 
and the management, of the jail. In 1<8J9 the rationing system was 
introduced into the jail. Tiiere is probably sullicieut corie 3 [)ondcnc(! in 
the Mii’zapur record room to afford material foi’ the compilation of a 
fairly complete account of jail administration in tiit! days of the Compiiny. 

The records include a number of annual reports and returns. Among 
these mention may bo made of the following : lists of European residents 
in the district, list of volunteers, prices (‘urrent, statements of prisoners in 
confinement, lists of criminal records weedcid, of abstracts of general orders 
issued, from 1853, a report on the case work Judicial and Kevenue of euch 
Assistant in the district, reports on police and camping-grounds on the 
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Grfind Trunk Koiul, reports on the euiployment of local funds and the 
proi,^reHs of local improvemcDt.s. 

Tlicre is much corre pcuidenco relating to the contingent bills and 
Banciiou to expenditure. 

Other suhjt'cts dealt ^^ith are, treasury lirdanfes, treasury guards, 
RtatieLC'i'y indents, pensions, hospitals, clisukiduiri as. e.ssnuuit, (juarrcls 
between zaiiiindars. (In -lid}', tliei'c* was a (liiai'Ks at Singrauli in 
which firearms were* used.) In TSdO i>. Tayloj' was iUagisl.rate (d iViir- 
zapur and he seems to have b^ en r:it!;er (jua: reisonie. On the !9thoi 
Mayi l<Sd(), }i(i wa.s oj'cK.ncd by the Oom'inssoun. r, Wiiliam Gortoii, to 
dismiss Ins sheristedar. 'J^vylor demuined a])d releined the ease to the 
]\hzamut Ad.'i^\l^t iiiHa'.r se^a loa lo ul f-hgulatiun V ot l.Sjd. 1.110 court 
supported '^rayler. Oji the Ihid oi Kovem])er, IMO, 1 .lylor reported to 
the Kegistnar O' the Nizamut Adav. lui. h.is Assi/.latit, Td]-. Oardew, for con- 
tum;iciously iadusing to obey his order. The con‘e.'jK)ndenc,e between 
(hii'dew and l’'a}’ier allurds amusing le.ailing. 

Ah — Le.tters is.sned by tlie doinl Magistrate, 1841} to ISnih one 

volume. 

These are the Ic.tters of VV. bobei'ts Joint AJagistrate and .Oeputy 
(.!ollee.{,or, who was puli in chargi^ oftla) soutila'rn ])rjrgana.s el Alirzapur. 
There Js in volume 231 ol series I ui tlie ('mirt of Wards coii'csjiondenco 
a letter, dated (he I2l'!i danuaiy. I8Mh JVom the ('hiet Secretary to the 
Government to E. A. bcfidc, Oon.inis,doner of tls' beiaires division, in 
the ('Ours(‘ of whiel; it is slated tli.'d. tlie Lieutenanl-G nernor is pleased 
to jil.'iee IWberts in ‘• .independent eherge of tlie tract eon.stitiiting the 
Tahsihlari o{ Shaliganj and containing tlie pargaiias ol A.gori, llarliar, 
Bijalgarh, and Singrauli, J ii this pait ol the district he will exercise 
the powers of a Alagistrate and (’.ilh-ctor in direct eonimiinieation with 
yourself and independent ly of ordinary local aiitlioiity.” Roberts was 
given a pv r^onal allowance of its. 5(10 per mensem, and was styled 
Dejmty Goljeetor of »Soiith Aiirz;.]uir. Tliis .'an ic's d(K-s nut contain letters 
of niiidi imporlance. 11 includes la jiorts on t-ij mas, rejiorts ol crimes, 
commitments (o sc-ssions, eriniinnl staieineiits, and requisitions for sanc¬ 
tion o]‘ rewai'diS to police oftlcers. 

Series /.—Miscellaneous letters received by the Mayistratey 1824 to 
1857, 22 volumes. 

There are nniny gaps in this series, there is no correspondence between 
1825 and 1830 inclusive, and for the v^ears 183.1 to 1840. This series 
contains all letter.^ received by tlu* Alagistrate from oflicials other than 
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the Government, the Superintendent of Police in the Western Prov¬ 
inces, the Commissioner, the Keg-istrar of the Nizmmit Adawlut, the 
Sessions Judge, and the Court of Circuit. 

Among the persons coiresponded with are the Assistant ^Surgeon 
in cliargo of the jail, the Collector of Govcrmneiit Customs, Mirzapnr, 
the Barrack Master, Ohicers Comman ling regiments, Station Staff Officer, " 
Officers Commanding detachments of troops on the march or travelling 
by water, sub-conductors in charge of military stores or of Ordnance, 
Supcrinttaident of tlie new military road, Agent to the Kiver Insnnmce 
Company, Members of the Local Improvement (VimmiLtce, Seert'tary of 
the Hindu College, Jkmaros,'nib-Assistant CommissaryJhmeral, Assistant 
Adjutant-General, Siiperinlemienb of Stationery, Lesidciit at Lucknow, 
Chu'k of the Crown. Deputy Siiperintcndont of the Family J)()mains of 
the J\fa.]iaraja of Benares, Controller of Goveiaimont Vt^sscls, Executive 
Officer, D. P. W., Liver Pilots, Commanders of Government river stea¬ 
mers, Joint Magistrate, Agent to the Governor General, Bundelkhand, 
Commissioner of the Saugor and Nerhndda terril-ories, (hanmissioner for tlie 
suppression of Thuggee and Dacoity, other Idi. trict MagLtrates, Super¬ 
intendent of Police and Supplies, Grand Trunk lioad, Assistciit in charge 
of Telegraph, Superintendent of FJectric Telegraph in India, Postmaster- 
General, North-Western ih'ovincoa, Commissioner of Customs, North- 
Western Provinces, aud a large number of private porsons. 

The series rt'veals the multifarious duties of tlie Magistrate. Most 
of the letters are not important, hut many tiu ow light on tlie manners 
and custoiris oi tlie lime. There are a very largo nnmhcr of jcapiisiLions 
for supplies and carriage, country boats and dandies (hoatmeu) hackeries 
(as bullock carts were iuvaric,bly called in pre-Mutiny days) and 
palaiKjuiii bcarcrs and rcipiisitions for carpenters, coolies, etc., by the 
Barrack Master. 

Tliere is a large number of complaints of the bad slate of the roads, 
of c.ommnndcciiiig of boats and dandies and of the deserlion and bad 
behaviour of boaimeii, and of (extortion by hackery cJuiudJiaris. 

Other suljjccts of correspondence are o.\(di.‘jijgu of rupees not current 
in the province in possession of troops on the march, complaints of thefts, 
robberies, forgeries and murders, of banias giving short weight, and reports 
of the death of travellers, etc. 

There are numerous reports of shipwrecks on the Ganges and of 
collisions on the river. 

Other subjects dealt with in this correspondence are encroachments, 
treasury guards, cattle grazing on roads, repairs of Government buildings, 
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imp ostors, attendance of witnesses, apprehension of military deserters, 
lists of non-European officials residing in the district, stationery indents, 
petitions of subordinates, bills of exchange, disputes between private 
people, suicides, post-mortem examinations, applications for appoint¬ 
ments, treasure trove, money drafts, securit;^ bonds, attachnienfs by 
courts, visits of distinguished persons, returns of political prisoners 
at (yhunar, thugee and dacoity, post office, tenders for supplies, des¬ 
criptive long ]-olJs of deserters, supply of firewood for the Government 
steamers, the pilot establishment, charge certificates, notices of dacoities 
committed ill the district, descriptive rolls of lunatics, hire of coolies, 
rise and fall in the Ganges, midday gun, fairs, district dak, Committees 
of Arbitration, ferries, courts martial. 

There is a great deal of correspondence about the electric telegraph 
from 1854 onwards. A number of original telegrams received are filed 
among the records. The telegraphic line between Benares and Mirzapur 
erosseil the Ganges at Mi>ra Ghat and the boatmen persisted in using 
the wire as a cable to which to attach their boats. The Suponnteiideiit 
of 4\.legi’aphs had theriTore to station peons to prevent the line being 
broken. There were frequent quarrels between these peons and the 
lioatmeii which added not a little to the work of the Magistiaite of 
Mir/a])ur. The electidc. telegraph was opened in India on the 1st of 
Ecbrnary 1855. There is also some correspondence ahont the (ionsiruc- 
tion of the East Indian llailway line in 1855. H. P. Le Mesurier,Kesi- 
dent Engineer of the East. Indian Railway at Mirzapur, (complained to 
tlin j\1agisUat(‘ that p(3i-sons occupying land in the, vicinity of the railway 
adopted a systematic (course of removing pegs put down to demarccate the 
boundary. 

Scries IT,—Letters received reijai'diiuj marriages and the Church 
Bnitdliig Fund, 1847-5T, 1 volume. 

The title of this series is self-explanatory. 

Series 7//.—Rt'gisters. 

TsUnidier I.—Marriage register book. 

Number 2.—MaJ-riage notice book. 

Financial. 

Series I.—Letters received fi'om the Accountant'General, 1795 to 1857, 

4 volumes. 

The following are the more important subject dealt with:— 

Cash, judicial, treasury and post office accounts ; account of stamped 
paper, deputation allowances, cash balances, hills for audit, supply of 
boats, judicial establishment, travelling and repairing charges, contribu¬ 
tions, contingent bills, compensation, cowries, charge certificates, cash 
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deposits, disbursemonts, diet for prisoners, ditk expenses, decrees, estimates, 
establishment returns, rate of exchange, iincovenanted European servants, 
vakils’ fees, stamp fees, fines, purchase of grain, pensions, receipts, rassam, 
remittances, sicca rupees, rewards for apprehending criminals, rent of 
Government buildings, salaries and securities. 

Soriee IT.—Letters received relating to treasury matters, 1 volume, 

1848 to 1856. 

The heading of this si'ries explains itself. The letters are of very 
little importance. ^ 

^ries ITL— Letters from the Superintendent of Resources, 1881 to 
1835, 2 volumes. 

The more important subjects dealt witli in this series are assignments, 
batta, banking transactions, uiicurrent coin, copper currency, making over 
of cliargc, commercial transactions, presidency drafts, orders of dishurse- 
ments, estimates, rate of exchange, surplus funds, himdis, pice (much 
corresj)ondence), invoices of remittances, rupees (there is naturally a good 
deal of correspondenco about rupees, especially short weight rupees, also 
llareilly, Farrukhahad, Muhammad Shahee, Lucknow, Shershahee, Mach- 
hlishahee and uncurrent rupees), the despatch of coin by water, treasury 
bills and statements. 

Series IV.'--Letters from the Accountant, 1831 to 1856, 10 volumes. 

Those records are not of much interest or importance. They relate 
to treasury work and aceounts and audit, to charitable allowances, mali- 
kaiia, adjustment of inefficient balances, salary and (uuitingent bills, 
batta, transmission of bullion, sending coins for recioiuage, law cliargcs, 
deposits, drjifts, (^stablishIncnt3, bills of exchange, ferry and other funds, 
fines, fees, forms, kisthaudis, sale of gold mohurs, mints, promissory notes, 
bank notes, notifications, opium accounts, poppy cultivation, pensions, 
various kinds of rupees, remissions of revenue, sale of stamps, stamp 
duly, Stone Mahal, condemned stores, interest on Governmimt securities, 
ci vil suits, salaries, subscriptions, conveyance of treasure by steamer and 
by laud, tiiuds for public works, costs of procuring and forwarding wood 
for the use of the railway. 

Senes V.—Circular from the Accountant 1844-1855 Vide the 
description accamnt of Revenue Letters Received Series IV in the Collec¬ 
tor’s office at Ghazipur (page 313). 

Series VI .— Cash abstract accountSy 1832-56, 3 volumes. 

Revenue. 

The arrangement of the revenue records is not altogether satisfactory 
for reasons which are given below. 

Series I.—Halqahandi of patwaries with hooJc of maps. 1856, _1 
volume. This needs no description. 
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Series II.—Letters received by the Collector of Mirzfi'pur from the 
Collector of Benares, 1829 to 184S, 2 volumes. 

As Mirzapnr was originally part of the Benares Collectorate, there 
was a good deal of oorrespon I cnee l>etween the two Collectors after a 
separate officer was appointtal for Mirzapiir. 

Series III.^Co])ies of letters relating to the Mirzopur district sent 
to the Collector of Benarts, 1795 to 1830, 4 vohirnos. 

Tfiose letters have all been listed in volume 153. Many of the 
originals exist in the Collector’s office, lienares. 

Series IV.—Letters sent to (he Collector by the Commissioner, 1829 
to 1857, 38 volumes. 

The contents of this scries are similar to those of the corresponding 
series in the office of the Collect<jr of Ghazipur which have been descrited 
in some detail. 

Among the subjects peculiar to Mirzapur mention may b(‘ ma<1e of 
th(i Family Iloma.iiis of the llaja of Benares, dharuinshala at l\Iirza])ur, 
the Durgah Fund, transit duty levied hy tlie Baja ol‘ Revva, duties on 
timber, eh'pfiants for S(‘rvice, account of jagirs, sale of jungle, the Kaiitit 
estate. ('Fhere are many documents dealing with this estate), expedition 
against tlu‘. mutineers ;i.t Diiiapur, puhlu! onicA'S at (diunar, the stone 
niahal, taul'eer of the Raja of Hingrauli iiud tlic construction of the. 
railway. 

Series V _ Circulars from Ihc Commissioner to the (UAlector. 1831 to 

1857, 11 volumes. 

Among the subjects dealt with mention may be made of the follow- 
ing: — 

Rules regarding the jrjyinent of arrears, appeals, travelling allow¬ 
ances, ami ns, adv(Ttisoments, abkari settlements, revenue 
bal.-mces and defaulters, almanacs, applications, native assistants 
in the Engineering d^artment, irrecoverable and inefficient 
balance's, statement of land revenue balances, barkandazes, 
bonds, business statements, coal, agitation among the sepoys 
caused by the now greased cartridges in 1857, returns of 
cases instituted, pending and decided; claims, cultivation of 
cotton, census, contingent bills, alluvial deposits, deaths, 
pauper dues, disbursements, farming of estates, establishments, 
estimates, bills of exchange, list of lapsed farms, supply of 
forms, ferry charges, purchase of fuel, destruction of grain, 
reports of statistics of Cawnpore, Fudehpur and other districts ; 
gur, gratuities, halkabandis, iuterpretations of Regulations, 
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st.LU-inont of 'ij-slitiiLions iii;ii:ifc:iiin'<! hy voiiiiitm v 
lioiis, fiscal a.iHl HKigi«iA'ri:il juri^diot iiaiS. kist]>ai).l!.-;, j in urn 
of kiiaiii hokliugy, .staLoiucuL-^ of laiKl i^old hy 
of land takou u|.) for iJiu pub! in j)ur po.so.s {ind oi rtMli 
IcUkIh ; ri'giistralioii of niLloorologit'ai laals, ojuun:, 

jiazul land, poona, pun dons, liu^ . oda:';:! ion < i pat v,jLro', 
j)alwari papers, the indel.tL'dne.ss of jnitwaris \iii; ye ])i:e- 
prielors, establishiuent of vill:i,o-e police, prir-es cnrrisii , 
dari transfers, partitions, ])atriotric fund, sab' o!’ ri-.dns iiud 
iraej osts, jiurchase of I’efuso luanuiap la niitlro)* i liir fbist 
Indian Ib-iilway and its constriietion, reuar(ls fn]' tabioo wild 
animals, ssy.ir revenue, revenue admin is (ration la'pnrl-n 'talc- 
ment of i'ceeipts and balances of land revenue, iirnHctiim 
re]K)r(,s, a.iranf^-ement and weodiu'.j oi i-e< ords, ixiaAl jm.' , 
antiquarijin researclu^s, sosurit/n.-s, siqiidics for tv tojis, ; i^nopo! 
‘ paper, stamp din:y, summai’y suits, suininsi v ; < uimit, , 

survey uia]»s, sugar, school ce.ss, sa!;\ries, tells, ten.ts, t.disbdars^ 
despatcii of 11'oasure, the proiectioii of lahsibLn’i Ind••lierrii s, 
i.a,ha\ i, trdliana, pri'scnn ation ol' trees said's, w. ‘gh:,;. and 
measures, public work*^, eourt of wards, .'aiiuiuion nf wa.r'{ and 
wells. 

Series Vf.—Leiiers fr(n)i the Government av<(. Board of Buicn/io io 
the C'oJfeeto'r, bvldWo bSbd, I culiiine- 

Series BIJ.—Letters issued tof the Beput'j! Gollator of Mh'iofoir 
iSoO to -1 roliihie. 

These are letters issucfl by Tdr. Itoberts who lV»r siam, tme wa/; doini, 
iMagistrate and .l)epu(.y (collector of Sout.li MirrajUir. He sumo Mnn 
eorres])onded dij’ect with the (Joimuissioncr. 

Among the .sndij( (*<,s of dii". com-espoiidcmce, mention msy ]>v im t, m 
till' follow mg ;— 

dkavelling .‘dlows'inces, tenta.ge, assessment, ac'cnunts, mon( ld_\ Im n- 
ness st.alements, de[)iitatiun lulls, statements of cases ja ndmg 
and decided, contingent lulls, e.oal, disbursements, drafts, (staii- 
lishmeuts, lulls, regisler of estates on the bank of tlie Ganges, 
construction of ghat, investigations, the Kantit estate (many 
Ictlers), despatch of money, police statements, revenue state¬ 
ments and administration reports, roads, rcmitlances, repairs, 
surveys, salaries, stationery, summary suits, ]):iupcr suits, 
tahsiJdars, statement of lapsed lunafis, tents, statcunent of 
kham tahsil villages and village plans, 

r>o 
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Beriea VI11.--Letters sent by the Collector, .1829 to 1858, 19 volumes. 
Series IX* — Office copies of letters sent by the Collector, 1856-1857, 

4 volumes. 

The.se two series should form one. Volume 223, letters issued in the 
period '1856—1858, properly belongs to the Judicial series IX, the letters 
entered in it being of a judicial nature.* 

From January 1S53 to December 1855, the letters issued are listed 
at the beginning of the volume in which they are entered and an abs¬ 
tract of each letter given. 

Until 1856 all hitters issued by the Collector were copied out 
into a register, irsually by .some clerk, occasionally by the Collector 
himself. The last letter so entered is dated the 31st January 1856, 
and is entered in volume no. 222. After this the drafts and office copies 
were written on loose sheets of paper and these have been pasted in 
guard books and form series IX of revenue letters, that is to say, letters 
sent by the; Collector in 1856 and 1857. 

The letters enteri'd in volume 219 of revenue series VIII relate to 
South Mirzapur. When Roberts, who had been Joint Magistrate and 
Deputy Collector in independent charge of Soutli Mirzapur, acted as 
Collector and Magistral c of the district in 1852, he opened a separate 
register in which he had copied out all letters issued by him as Collector 
relating to South Mirzapur. This practice coutinued from the ir)tli 
Marcli, to the IcStii October 1(S52. After iJie latter date the former 
practice was r(;verted to and the I’evcmue corrt^spondence of the Magis¬ 
trate and Collector regarding South Mirzapur was entered in the ordi¬ 
nary register of re\ eriue letters issued. 

The early Ictiers in this sei’ics relate to the proposed formation of a 
separate collectorate of the Mirzapur pargauas ; the account of the origin 
of the district given above is taken from these letters. 

dffie following ari* the more important subjects dealt with in this 
correspondence :— 

Travelling allowances, appointments, The Hindu Widow Marriage 
Act of 1856, amalgamation of the Chunar town and Tikari 
lhanas, barkaiidazes, inefficient balances, burial ground, attacks 
on boats, bills, apprehension of criminals, crime, camels, change 
of officers, chaukidari fund tax, cholera pills, cattle trespass, 
cattle pounds, contingent bills, collevction of laud revenue, dis¬ 
bursements, dacoities, charitable dispensary, death reports, 
diaries, manufacture of durries, disturbances, Deputy Magis¬ 
trates’ establishments, return of Europeans killed and wounded 
by the rebels at Mirzapur, ferry fund, list of gun-powder 
factories, huts, investigations, ice pits, ice duties, land, leave 
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of absence, lunatics, law for tbe enforcement of police respon> 
sibility in coparcenary communities, vagrants, maps of thanas 
and tahsils, list of natives eminent for loyalty or disloyalty to 
the Government during the IMiitiny, property of proclaimed 
offenders, administration of the oath, police reports, police 
outposts, return showing the number aud cost of police, pen¬ 
sions, stoieii property, feeding of prisoners, badges of peons, 
rewards, reports, safety of roads, patrols on the Grand Trunk 
Eoad, Kobertsganj, property of rebels, descriptive rolls of 
rebels, assossinejit of revenue, Maharaja of Rewah, dismissal of 
uncoveuaniod servants, saAvars, seizure and confiscation of 
sulphur, saltpetre, the assembling of armed men and cons¬ 
truction of canon by the Raja of 8ingrauli, stocks at thanas, 
noAV tlriuas, sales of abandoiiod thanas, works of public utility 
constructed l)y private individuals. 

There is a good deal of coi*respoudeiice about the Stone Mahal. The 
Collector had to send in a monthly balanc(3 sheet to the Comiuissioner, 
but these registers coiilrain only the forwarding letters and not the balance- 
sheets. There is much correspondence about duties on stone, 

Other subjects included in this correspondence are the old fort land 
at Mirzapiir, Ganges irigatiou, the survey of the boundary line of Siugrauli 
ill 1(S5;) whi'ih had changed since the survey of J840 to 1841, timber from 
the Mirzai)iir bills, Snltanpur cantonment, Singraiili coal, East India 
Raihvay line. 

From 1854 oinvards there are a number of letters about postage 
stamps. 

These rc^gisters contain the letters issued by the Mirzapur Local 
Agency of which the Collector was a Member. 

iSeries X. — Revenue Files, 3 volumes — 

File no. 1, relating to the tenure of the Raja Bijaigarh, consists of 
copies. 

File 710. J, relating to tlio pargana Bingrauli, contaius original letters 
and vernacular documents. 

File 710. J, relating to roads, consists of copies. 

File no. If., relating to the z.uniiidari of the Raja of Agori Barbar, 
contains copies of some early papers including tlie sanad dated 
the 1.5th October 1781, granted by Warren Hastings, also the 
olbce copy of a loiter sent by Jonathan Duncan, dated the 15th 
October 1794, to the Ilon’ble Bir John Shore, Bart, Governor 
General in Council. 



Flic no. .7, dealing with coal mines in the IV^jrzapur district, contains 
an interesting report, dated tlie 19tli February J838, by 
(Jeorgo O.'.borne, Sn])-D('puty Opium Agent, Benares division, 
wiio w'as dv'puted to Bidsigarb h'r minerologioal purposes. 

Fih 0108 . (') aoid 7', relating to the boundar}^ marks in the pargaiui 
Barhar and transit dnti(^s, consist of one letter. 

Court of Waixlff. 

Here again the classification is not altogetlior satisfactory because 
some ( kdlecturs entered letters relating to the Court of Wards estates in 
ihe ordinary registers of b:lU-r.s issued while others entered them in 
sofiarae* regislo/s. 

] to /// leiate to the Kantit estnte. It will be noticed 
Ihnl,, wlicreas tlie lelters received date from bSdt), those issued date 
o!il\^ !r»iin b'eVi. d'Ids is due to tlie fact that, while letlers reeeiycai, 
regcu'ding idle Ivaiitit estate y (ire bled se])a,ra.tely [ruin I (Sd9 onwards, it 
vv.i-i not netj] [.'oberts. liccai.si (Collector in f8rr2 that letters written 
r'd,it.f.’.g to the ’ eu.t it estate we-re lorpt se])arate. 

If (lUil iV reiatci to the Barli.,r and other estates under 
('•mil o| V/a' ts. [*r:or t(j IS.V) this correigumdence is included in the 
o.a'i’e; pornh, iK'e. 

ScjlJ'^meoil. 

AdiBoio.’b illirae;>ii,r is a ])e: i!rin.eiitly‘-ettJed district, a,s in the Cinse 
o<' f a/id other districts s-ltied hy d(>iia.tinin i )i,uu:aD, ;i, great 

de; 1 of wort ])ad sidrvegnently to be (fme. rkmatliaii roineards 
‘oA : ieiiuint w as eondiK^ted in a very sueana.gy tnaainer on the Ir-isis of 
e-t i me.; e,.' approximau.; iijfbrinati'm. iAieie \va,s no regnlai' surviy of 
rieids and no r, eoid of rights. In a tinie diiilv ulty anxse froTu 

absence of houmlaries. The lainhadars began lu n. urp the rights ■' (he 
/-eimndars and laanv (stiites ^\(^c sold oii ee;eouiit of arrears of revenue. 
Short h; after BegulatiiUi lAv of S'AAd was pa.ssc(l, a camipleto record of 
rigliis ii‘ tli(i j'.i-o\'ince of lienares xvas [irep’nrvd airl a professional survey 
ei tee land was orden d. (b (dhest.;!- was the first Set tlement) Oirieio'. 
Si IS jl) lie was employed in revisang tlie sottiement in Jauupur and us 
soon as he liad fioisbed his work at daunpui' be was deputed to .Mirzapur 
to demana^ade the boundaries of mahals under Uegulation IX of Ithd-l 
pre[)aratory to the introduction of the professional survey and the 
subsegueat revision of settlement, ( laptain Wroughton undei took the 
professional survey. In 1841, Chest(_;r was replaced by C. Raikes xvho 
had iH'ai doing s 'ttlement work in (tha.zipur. In addition to Kaikes 
Vf. \\ ynyanl and W. I Roberts were dc put (si to complete the revivsion of 
setilli'iiicnl. ill the idirzaj)ur district. 
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The settlement records have been divided into 10 series. 

Series I to III. —The first two consist of letbers received and tho 
third of letters issued by the Settlement Officer. 

Series T.—Letters from the Commissioner to the Settlement Officer 
18:39 to 1849, volumes. 

Volume I consists of letters from the Commissioner to Chester, 
U;iikes, and Roberts. Chester’s boundaiy work in IRirzapur began on 
the 15th January 18:i9. lie \vas assisted by Rai Manik Chand, Deputy 
Collector. He began on tho west or Allahabad boundary. The Rajah 
of Jtewah had to nominate a commissioner to represent him as tho 
boundary of his estate was in dispute in places. From May lo the 28lh 
October 18:39, letters were addressed to Chester at Jaunpur. The first 
letter addressed to him at Mirzapur is one dated the 2nd November ISitJ. 
Most letters are uniniportant rcl.-iting to such subjcujts as sanctioning 
establishments, calls for reports on petitions and of records of cases 
;!,p})ealed against, resulls of appeals and sanctions to expenditure, 

in 1811 Chester returned to daunpur and numl)or8 of letters relating 
to IMirz-ipur were addressed him there. He w^as replaced l)y C. Raikes 
who was doing Settlement work in the Ghezipur district. Some letters 
in this volume were addre.ssed to Raikes at Ghazipur, but they relate to 
Mir/.apur where there was no Hottlcment Officer for some mouths. 

The first letter addressed to Raikes at Mirz:ipur is dated tlie :hd Sep¬ 
tember l<S4d. Raikes took leave in 1(842 and W. E. Money, the Collet'Jtn-, 
was ])lat‘C-’(l tiiiipoi’arily in charge of the irettloinent office. Ne;ir t]ie 
(!nd of tiic' volume, 22 letters have lu'en wi’ongly inserted. These are 
letters (ruin the Cummitsiomr to AV. Roberts, Deputy Collector and Joint 
Magistr.ite at Alirzapur, from 22ml yVpril to the J2th November 184(). 

Volume ]io. 24(k the second of this series, contains letters addressed 
to W. AA^ynynvd, Settlement Ofiicer, Mirzapur. They cover the period 
21 st Dccomi.er 1(842 to 29th July, 1<S4J. In the letter written on the 
latter dale, Wynyard is described a.s late Settlement Officer, JVlirzapur. 

\8)li]me 214, the; third of this series. The letters were all issued to 
AV. Roberts, Deputy Cel lector and Settlement Officer, who w:is deputed 
in 184G to revise the settlement made by Raikes. These letters cover 
tho period 1.S4G to 1849. 

Series II.—Miscellaneous letters received by the Settlement Officer, 
Those are letters addressed to Chester, Raikes and AA^ynyard and 
contain numbers of letters from Captain AVroughton. 

The letters in voliLiiie 24:3, the second of this series, are all issued to 
Roberts and some of them relate to Roberts’ work as Joint Magistrate in 
South Mirzapur and to his work as Collector when he officiated in 1842. 
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The later letters of this series have been pasted in guard book no. 
184, namely miscellaneous letters sent to the Collector. 

Series III.—Letters issued hy the Settlement Officer, 6 volumes. 

Volume 245, no. 1 of this series, contains all letters issued by Ches¬ 
ter. Some of them are interesting. 

In 1839 Chester proposed the transfer of 13 villages from Allahabad 
to pargana Kantit. In March, 1840, he suggested the making of a ditch 
on the Oiidh frontier and erecting boundary pillars. In December of 
the same year he proposed the transfer of some Mirzapur villages to 
Benares. 

Volume 245, no. 2 of this series, contains letters of the years 1841 to 
1842. They are all issued by Kaikes. This volume contains statements 
of the work done by Baikes under Regulation IX of 1833. His work 
consisted of partitions, boundary cases, enquiry into zamindari rights, 
preparing khataunis and pattidaris and settling khatauni and pattidari 
disputes and disputed jamabandis. 

Tliere is in this volume an interesting letter, dated the 16th June 
1842, on the settlement of talu(ja Maijhua in pargana Kaswar and one, 
dated the 1st of Sc'ptembcr 1842, relating to the revision of settlement of 
pargana Kantit. 

Volume 246, the third of this series, covers the period 1842-43. All 
the letters in it were issued.hy Wynyard. It consists largely of salary 
bills and contingent bills. It contains long letters, dated the 1st of 
August 1842, the lith January, 1843 and the 3rd April, 1843, regarding 
the malikana ol’ the Raja of Agori Barliar, also correspondence regarding 
pargana Agori Barhar whicli Wynyard settled. 

Volume 247, the fourth of this series, relates to the year 1843. All 
the letters were issued by Wynyard. There are two long settlement 
reports, dated the 5th and 30th June 1843, respectively. 

Volume 248, the 5Lh of this scries, covers the period 1843 to 1847. 
It contains a few letters of June, 1843, from Wynyard, late Settlement 
OlFiccr. There are no letters of 1844, but there are a number of interest¬ 
ing letters of 1845, many of which arc about malikana of the Raja of 
Agori Barhar. This volume contains Roberts' reports, dated the 6th of 
January 1847, and the 31st July 1847, relating to the pargana of Bejai- 
garh. This, together with others of Roberts' letters, have been printed 
in the volume entitled “ A collection of Papers regarding the Settlement 
of South Mirzapur." 

Volume 249. This covers the period, 1848 to 1852. It is really not 
a settlement volume. It contains letters issued by Roberts in his 
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capacity of Deputy Collector. It corresponds to series X of the Judicial 
series, and volume 243 of the Settlement series. 

Among the many interesting documents in it, the following may be 
mentioned ;— 

A report, dated the 1st of May 1850, and one on pargana Singrauli, 
dated the 30th of June 1851. These have been printed in the volume 
just mentioned. 

Other interesting documents in this volume are a letter, dated the 
27th July 1850, on the construction of a pass in the Kaimur Kaiigc and 
the Kevenue Administration Report of South Mirzapur, dated the 3rd of 
August 1850. 

The titles of series IV to X are self-explanatory. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

THE PEE MUTINY RECJOEDS OF CHUNAR FORTRESS 


The Chiimir records liavo been bound up into 80 volumes. 

These rcicords arc; valfiable for two reasons ; — 

(T) The fort -was garrisemed by the Honourable' Company-d 
European Invalids : and the records iu conscr|uence coiitidn 
niucdi matter not to be found in those of oiJicj- cantonments. 
(2) The pre-mutiny records of nearly all, if uf)t all, the f>t,]u‘r 
cantonments in the United Provinces appcjir to have been 
* destroyed. 

Although political |>risoners were from time to time confined in 
Chiinar lortress, these records contain very little relating to 1 liein. On 
the other hand, mucli of the corres])ondonco of the Agc'iit to the 
Oovernor Ooneral in the olliceofthe ('Ommissiom j'of the Jleiiares division 
is C(»ncerned with these state; prisimers. 

r)y for t.he most important and iidoresting of tlu^ Chiinar records 
are the books of general and garrison orders. These date from 18()(S. and 
although by no means continuous, throw mu(*h light on the army 
maintained by the East India Ooinj>any. 

Prior to the general and garrison ordc'rs are entered in tlie, 

same register, from 1824 onwards these class(;s of orders are sej)aiat('l v 
joeorded. 

i ‘ 

As exam])l(;s of the contents of tlu* general and garrison order Ixjolis, 
mention may be made of the following : — 

Full reports of tlie ])roeeedings of gencnail and regimental eourts 
luaj'tial. 

Orders regarding time-ex])irod seddiers of the Company’s European 
regimculs. Extraets from general letters of the Court of Directors 
d(;aling wdth military matters. Grant of leave to military oliictues. 
Orders regarding military funei-als. (.)rdcrs of the Governor General 
in Council. 

The Chunar records have been classified to form twelve series. 

Series I .—Registers of general and garrison orders between August 
1808 and May 1815, ten volumes. There are gaps in this 
series. 

Scries IL —Registers of garrison orders between January 1824 and 
May 1854.—This series consists of sixteen volnrncs ; the orders 
for the period Mtirch 1839 to December 1842, arc missing. 
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Series 7/f.—Registers of Invalid orders, l;wo volumes, which 
cover the periods April, 1825 to ]\Iay 1827, and September 
1843 to October 1848. In the other years the Invalid orders 
have been copied into the garrison order book. 

Series IV. —General orders. — This series consists of thirteen volumes 
and covers the periods 1824 to 1838 and 1848 to 1857. The 
general orders for the latter period are printed. 

StriGS V. —Letters issued by the Fort Adjutant.—This series, which 
consists of six volumes, covers the periods 1829 to 1833 and 
1S4(> to 1859. 

Series VI. —Letters issued by the Commanding Officer, Cdmuar, 1853 
to 1859, one volume. 

Series VII. —Letters issued by the officer iu charge of the European 
Invalids for the following periods:— 

1817 to 1837, 

1839 to 1841, 

1851 to 1859, 
twelve volumes. 

SeritH VII] ,—Letters received by the officer in charge of the 
J^uropejin Invalids, 1817 to 1857, two volumes. 

Series IX. —Registers containing review rolls, garrison accounts, 
etc., from 1837 to 1858, nine volumes. 

Series X, —Registt.'rs of Invalid review and muster rolls, and pay 
abstracts, 1850 to 1858, two volumes. 

Series XI. —Registers of establishment rolls, 1849-50, three 

volumes. 

Scries XII. —Miscellaneous registers.—There are five of these :— 
One book of copies of wills. 

One list of inscriptions on the tombstones in the cemeteries at 
(Jhunar. 

One volume of statements of records of services. 

One volume of miscellaneous statomeuts, etc. 

One volume of alphabetical annual long rolls, 1858 to 1849. 
The pre-mutiny records have been lied up iu eight hetstas, as 
follows 

Number of 

J\ature of contents. 

(1) Series I —Ten volumes of general and station orders, 1808 to 

1815. 

(2) Series II. — Sixteen volumes of station orders, 1824 to 1854. 

(3) Part of series ] V. — Eight volumes of general orders, 1824 to 

1852, 

51 
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(4) Pari of series IV .—Five volumes of general orders, 1853 to 

1857. 

(5) Heries III, V, VI and VIII.- 

Two volumes of invalid orders. 

Six volumes of letters issued by the Fort Adjutant. 

One volume of letters issued by the (Joiuiuandiug Officer. 
Two volumes of letters received by the officer in charge, 
Invalids. 

(G) Scries F/7.““Twelve volumes of letters issued by the officer 
in charge, European Invalids. 

(7) Series IX and X .—JVine volumes of review rolls and 

accounts and two volumes of Invalid accounts. 

(8) Scries XI and XII.— Three voluiiu^s of registers of estab¬ 

lishment rolls and five volumes of miscellaneous registers, 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE COMMIS¬ 
SIONER OF THE GORAKHPUR DIVISION- 

I. — History of the Commissionership. 

II. —ChissifiaiLion of the Records. 

III. —Lists of the Files and contents of the hastas. 

I. —History of the Commissionership. 

This Cominissionersliip was formed along with others in 1S29, and 
was com})()sc(l of the districts of Gorakhpur (including Basti) A/arngarh 
and Gh.izipiir. 

In 18^5 the ( 'ommissionership was abolished and the districts com¬ 
prising it were handed over the Commissioner of Benares. 

The Commissionership was re-formed in 1853. This explains why 
some of the n'cords belonging to this division are in the record room of 
the (Commissioner ef Benares. The records in (juestion consist of scattered 
revenue papers lor the period 1802—1842. 

II.—Classification of the records. 

Most of tlie records iiave been made up into files. 

The files fall into two classes— 

(1) Those relating to Gorakhpur (including Basti). 

(2) Those l elat ing to Azamgarh. 

In addition to the files there are— 

(d) Two largo volumes containing settlement statements i'or the 
Gorakhpur district. These statements relate to the settlements 
made lor the fasli years 1210-1219 and 1220—1224 by 
Messrs. Balfour and Grant in 1809—1812 and Messrs. Forde 
and Bicketts in 181() and 1817, respectively. 

(h) A largo number of issue and receipt registers of the correspon¬ 
dence ol'the CommisGioner, prior to the Mutiny. These regis¬ 
ters are in bad condition, but as the summaries of the corres¬ 
pondence they give arc too brief to be of any value in the 
absence of the originals, it has not been thought necessary to 
incur the expense of rebinding them. They are accordingly 
tied up in hastas in their present condition ; being retained 
merely for sake of any statistical value tbey may possess. 

(c) Three guard books containing the correspondence that took 
place during the Mutiny between Mr. Tucker, Commissioner of 
Benares, Mr. W. Wyuyard, the Judge of Gorakhpur (who, 
being invested with the powers of a Commissioner, acted as chief 
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executive officer of tlie distrL^l), Mr. Paterson, the Collector 
and the European residents of the district. These letters w^ere 
removed from the office of the Judge to that of the Com- 
mis.sioner in 18!)4. This correspondence, taken in connection 
with the narrative of Mr. Bird—the Joint Magistrate, who 
remained behind alter the other officers had left—wffiich is in 
the (Jollcctor's offi(!C, gives a graydiic account of the Mutiny at 
Corakljpur. Among this correspondence there is a demi-official 
letter written by Lord Canning, the Viceroy, to Mr. Wynyard. 
III.—Lists of the files and contents of the bastas. 

The Gorakhjvar files. 


A. Revenue files ,—Two hundred and l ight files in 130 guard books. 
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pargana Tilpur .. 

117 

90 

12 

118 

1840 

Messrs, Gibbon and Company’s grant in 






tappa Bhattiupur, pargana Binaikpur 

118 

90 

12 



( 393 ) 


Serial number. 

r. 

T)itc of 
oncspoDdcnce 

Subjocfc. 

119 

1833—1840 

Mr. R. 8 Fitzgerald’s Grant in pargana 
Havoli 

120 

1836 -1840 

Mr. S. Sym’s Grant in tappa Moranobi 
Chandaur, pargana llavoli.. 

121 

1830—50 

Mr. Do\vne*s Grant in Tap pah Doma 
Khurd, pargana Tilpoor .. 

122 

1837—44 

Mr. Hamilton’s Grunt in pargana Ilasti.. 

123 

1845 

Jungle Grant in mauza hajdhani, pargana 
Hi.veli 

124 

1845 

Resumed villagt's in parguna Dboeriapar.. 

125 

1828-45 j 

Pension payable to Hiugan Shah, heir of 
Ramzan Shah for attending the tomb 
ol Syiui Ahmad Badpa 

12G 

1844—45 

R^iscttlemont of jungle Ajoodhya Pragad 
at the cloHo of 12GG F. S. .. 

127 

1832—46 

Mr. Downo’s Grant of jungle Bhower, 
pargana Tilpoor 

128 

J845-3S4G 

InstruotiODS regarding the cultivated pov- 
tioas of jungle grants 

120 

1845—43 

District Junia, of Goraklipur from 3843- 
44 to l85B-5'> .. .. 

130 

1 

00 

5o 

Mr D MoCorniih's Grant in pargana 
Havoli 

131 

184G-47 

Mirza Ifussan AJ/ Beg’s Grant in par¬ 
gana Ha veli 

132 

1840 

¥r. 11. Hastings’ Grant in Tuppah Duma 
khurd, parg-na Hav 'li* 

133 

1842—1847 

Engagem nts, etc taken from Grantcos 
of jungle lands ,. 

134 

181G--50 

Pensioniry allo'-''auce of Itu 2-2-13.0 
on joyed by li usam Shah and his heirs 
for attending t <||>0 Dargah of Haji Uur- 
maiu Shah 

135 

laio—50 

Pension of Rs .3o0 per annum payable to 
the sons and hoirs of Pandit Bam Pra- 
uakar 

136 

1848-1851 

Pension granted to the faniilios of the 
Barkandazos who wore killed in defend¬ 
ing tahsil Treasure of Bansi 

137 

1852 

Schedules relating to jungle and waste 
laods 

188 

1848—52 

Resigned grants and subsequent settle¬ 
ment 

130 

1840—52 

Right claimed by Mr. M. Hall, the grantee 
of jungle Lohrah, to the use oi ro ids 
made at his own expense through his 
grant 

140 

1820—54 

Pension to the Khadims of the shrine of 
Shah Kabir 

141 

1848—55 

Settlement of resumed jungle grants, 
volumes I and II 

142 

184G—47 

Summary Settlement of muafi villages 
muuza Mahadeva, pargana Amorha and 
mauza Nundour, pargana Imigiur 

143 

1841—1845 

Perpetual muafi registers, volumes I, IT, 
HI, IV, V and VI 


a 


=1 

fl 



119 

90 i 

1 

12 

1‘20 

91 

12 

121 

91 

12 

122 

91 

12 

323 

91 

32 

124 

91 

12 

125 

92 

12 

126 

92 

12 

127 

92 

12 

128 

92 

12 

12'.) 

93 

12 

130 

93 

12 

131 

93 

12 

132 

93 

13 

133 

94 

12 

134 

95 

12 

136 

95 

13 

136 

95 

12 

137 

95 

12 

138 

96 

12 

189 

96 

12 

140 

96 

12 

141 

97 and 98 

13 

142 

99 

13 

143 

99, 100, 

101, 102 
103, 104 

13 


JMial. saya “ Pargaua Tilpur.” 
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( m ) 



, 



T) Si 

'o ?! 





*- o 

f G I.J ® 


1 





rQ 



® 

oc :s . 


g 

fl 

1 • Date of 
correspondence 

Suhjcct. 

Si 

S 

a 

bar of 
k in 
tamed 

U ^ 

1.2 

c6 



57 

a|g 

a 

<» 






U1 






144 

18.^8--40 

Goraklipnr sottlomont of parganas 






Amorha, etc. 

144 

105 

13 

145 

1847 1851 

]>!'tiah Teruiro 

145 

100 

14 

14G 

1h4o—40 

Revision of patwari papers. Jungle 






Glints 

487 

106 

14 

147 

1800—1841 

Siilc, etc. of taluqa Padrauna pai'gana 






Sidhua. Jobna .. 

4ro 

107 

14 

148 

1838—J8;!8 

lieb'a.^c ol certain villi^cs from pavnu-nt 






of Gcvevnmcnt, (loinauds 

493 

107 

14 

14 y 

18;j,-,»_j8:.0 

Land rev^.nue b ilanccs from tin; cession 




• 


to 1244 f.isli 

509 

108 

14 

150 

1839 

Land rcvonitc balances for 1240 faeli 

510 

108 

14 

151 

1840 -il 

Hiitl rav nuo ])alanc!ia for 1240 fatdi 

511 

109 

14 

15il 

J84J 

L: nd rt'veni:c baJ.jiico for 1248 iasli 

512 

109 

14 

153 

U-41 

1 and revonuo balances for )S40-41 

513 

109 

14 

154 

1-42 

Land revenae b.ilanco-; for 1841-42 

514 

no 

14 

155 

1851 

l-,aL(l revenue b.'lancoa for 1840-50 

515 

in 

14 

15t) 

1852—53 

liand revenuo bnlauces for 1850 58 and 




157 

1853 

1851-52 

510 

111 

14 

158 


Ti-ind revenv'.e b “buico 5.r 1852-53 

517 

111 

14 

1854 

Land re.venuc b lanct^ for 1853‘54 

518 

1L2 

14 

15!) 

185 > 

Land rtV( ntio b.d mccs for 1854-55 

510 

112 

14 

100 

1840 

Suit of Shiva Cha'am Lai versus Govern’ 






nient idairuiup vanundari se ttlement of 




101 


ntaiiy/i Pill ( a pai>:an», I'lJpur, and 
orasufo ol fh : term iJirto.ih 

531 

112 

14 

1833 34 

Light of grantees to the saycr collodions 



103 


Witlun their grants 

532 

112 

14 

1834 

Asscssnient of tne resumod mauza Narmut. 




103 


tea, • argana Chellopnr .. .. 

533 

112 

14 

1830 

Oanc elliiUon oi the summary sottlomont 




104 


m. dc by IMr Shank of certain resumed 
luuali villages .. 

534 

112 

14 

1851 

Summary Settlement of mauza Chappahat, 




105 


pargi.na Bhooiipar 

535 

113 

14 

1802 

Board's ruling that Bartyas can pay Gov- 




106 


' ernraent Juma and malikana into the 
OnJIocfcor's troa.^^ury 

58G 

113 

14 

1839 

Malikana claimed by Rtja of Sataesi for 




167 


waste lands in pargana Haveli 

533 

113 

14 

1841—1841 

Claim of K.ija of Satassi for ground rent 




108 


for the city of Gorakhp.ir, volumes 1 
and 11 

6:4 

114 and 

115 

15 

1842 

Boundary dispute of the zamindar of 




109 


mauza Burwut Kundhowlia, pargana 
Sidhooa Jobna .. 

505 

116 

16 

1843 

Summary Settlement of mauza Golowta, 



170 


pargana Salenpur 

506 

116 

15 

1851 

Abadkari ol Migina and Barragaon, parga¬ 




171 


na Bonaikpur 

567 

116 

16 

1852 

Summary settlement of lapsed muafi 






mauza Moorsurra and Mahadeva 

568 

no 

16 

172 

1853 

Nankar villages of Baja of Satassi 

609 

117 

15 

173 

1854 

Settlement of excess lands in mauza 




174 


Soogunpur, pargana Hji veli 

570 

118 

15 

1856 

Snmrnaty SottJoment of mauza Dundwar 






a lapsed muafi in pargana B insi 

571 

118 

15 





395 ) 


>- 

V 

a 

p 

i-> 

O 

V/J 

Diite of 

corrt si<ondGac -\ 

f 

Subject. 

(D 

a 

p 

a 

3 

Number of guard 
book in which 
contained. 

^ rr-i 

S p ^ 

-o tiC ^ 
o ^ ^ 

S3.2 

a 

17 C) 

1826 

SottleraGnt of tho rent-free vil luges 






Pursea and Dimdwar, parg.ina Baitisi .. 

562 

118 

15 

176 

1833 

Grunt of jungle land to Muogr Sjiigh and 






Ban! tiingh iii pa^gaua Hassanpur 






Mughei 

583 

118 

IS 

177 

1836 

Diffcrenoe of assessments bctwooii the 






Raja’s villages and those of the Bui teas 






in purgana Unwiil 

584 

118 

15 

178 

1838 

Claim ot (4 ngadoeu Jamadiir to engage 






as mu ifidar of mauza Bcrowli, purgana 






Amorha 

585 

119 

15 

179 

1838 

Assessment of mauza Pakkowli and 






pargaou Mhowli 

586 

119 

15 

180 

1839 

BoLilemcnt reports of the district of 






Gor.khpur 

587 

119 

15 

161 

1348 

Suit of Bhri Pratap- Raj versus Cailector 

688 

119 

15 

182 

1842 

Disputed land on the lelt bank of Gugra 






opposite pargana Amorha 

591 

J20 

15 

183 

1851 

Enc impiiig grounds 

592 

121 

10 

184 

3861 

Boundary pillars on bo Ondh frontier .. 

593 

.121 

16 

185 

1861 

Boundary pillars between the tjrritorios 






of Nopal, Oudh and British Go\ern- 






ment 

594 

191 

10 

186 

3 864 

Mu.ifi register 

596 

122 

10 

187 

1866 

Boundary pillars between Gorakhpur, 






A'/.amgarh and Jaunpur 

597 

122 

10 

188 

1851 

Ground lent of tne circuit house at 231 






10 annually 

599 

123 

18 

189 

i 1843 

Couiirjuance of the p >ntion to Ghulam 






Miiitaza Naboe Baksb, Bursia and 






Gurbi .. .. .. 

(i05 

123 

10 

190 

J858 

Contiuuanoe of the pension to Saheb 






Bt'gani 

603 

123 

10 

191 

185;; 

Lund appropriated for a toll house at 






Budg ghaut 

C07 

123 

10 

192 

1843 

Lnnd rev nue balance statements for 1841- 






42 

009 

123 

10 

193 

1844 

Land Revenue balance statements for 






1842-43 

610 

124 

10 

194 

3845 

Land revenue balance statements for 






1843-44 

Oil 

124 

15 

196 

1846 

Land revenue balance statements for 






1846-4G 

012 

124 

16 

* 1% 

1847 

Land revenue balance statementsB for 






1840-47 

013 

125 

16 

187 

1848 

Land r venue balance statements lor 






1847-48 

0.4 

126 

10 

198 

1850 

Land r venue balance statements for 






.1848-49 

015 

125 

10 

199 

I8f.0 

Land lovontie b dance statements for 






1849-50 

CIO 

125 

16 

100 

1838 

Survey and settlement of Gorakhpur, 






volumoB I and 11 

617 

l2G and 

lo 

101 

1833 

Jui gle grunt to Husain Uakhsh and Bhag- 


127. 




wan Dutt 

619 

128 

17 

202 

1843 

Allowance to the Qazi 

620 

128 

17 

203 j 

1614 

Warrants for jungle grants .. 

621 

1 

128 

17 





Serial number. 


( me ) 


Serial number. 

Date of 

correspondence. 

Subject. 

Misl number. 

Number of guard 
bock in which 
contained. 

Number of ba^ta 
in which guard 
book 13 wrapped. 

£C4 

1837 

Pension for life to Nidhi Tewari ox-uiafi- 






dar of maiiza Nowsuncl, paigana Dha- 






wapar .. .. .. 

C25 

128 

17 

205 

1847 

Chaiikidar’3 jagir. Reiriis^^^ion of revenue 



1 



for .. .. .. .. 

G2f5 

129 

17 

2CjC 

1835 

Seltleniont of the Nankar villagoB of 






Gundharia and Jamoliaia. zilla Gorakh¬ 






pur .. 

C)28 

130 

17 

207 

1837 

Muafi case regarding mauzus l\Iujliaria 






aud Nakha 

C37 

130 

17 

20b 

1835 

Rest oral ion of Ramzan Shah Fakccr’s 






bighas of rcni-fiee laud m ma,uza 






Nawalj)ur, l)argana Salcmpur Majhowli 

C38 

130 

17 


B. —JUDK'FAf. FILKS. 

Sevon files in two truard ])ooks. 

(forak/rjiur Judicial files. 


1 


2 


3 

4 

5 

6 
7 


. 1 

: 

Date of 

corresponcicnoe. 

Subject. 

Misl numle . 

1 

Numbsr of guard j 
b:ok in which 
contained. 

Number of batia in 
which contained. 

! 

CoiiBtructioti 0 *' Gorakhpur Jail and 
CcjI li clcr’s ollice 

1 

133 

18 

].q, 14—48 

Cut strnction of Gorakhpur Sarai 

2 

131 

18 

165 J i 

improvement of Sumer Sflgur 

c3 

131 

18 

1843—185(1 : 

1 

Surrender of dacoits of the Serah or Koh- 
vah bhuddiuk casW 

4 

131 A 132 

18 

1847 

Establishment of a Charitable Dispensary 
at Gorakhpur 

50 

132 

18 

1857 

Ferries on the Gogra river .. 

1 

58 

132 

* 18 

1855 

.Treaty with the Nepal Government for 

1 the mutual surrender of criminals ,, 

71 

132 

18 




Serial numLer. 


( 397 ) 

The Azamgarh files. Revenue files. 

One hundred and sixty-ono files in G7 guard books. 


1 Date of I 
Icorrcsi)ondoiice.! 


i •» rt ^ 

r 


1S17 to 183G 


1852 to 1857 


]85n to 1857 
1862 to 1857 


1852 to 1S5G 


1855 
1835--1854 


R;^gistcr of inui'.fis not exceeding 10 

Gardou i.djoiniug the Koole:’. tAhsil 
Muafi holdings lu iiiauza Budhora, p a - 
g-na Aluh^iiumaclahau 
R‘ ut free tennies in the permanently 
settled portions of villah Asamgaih 
Boundary In'twoen A/iamgarh and O-ulli .. 
Summary S ttlom nt ol Cbuck Araiiam 
luauza Durlmni, pavgau’ Atrowloiu 
Settlement of Secundcrpoio in zill.h 
Azamgarli 

T( hs’.li juri>diofions and ostahlishnu nt 
Summary scdLlern' iit of niauzu Buubior- 
pur, jiaigan.i Aiuliaiumad:.bad, ziilah 
Azam garb 

Scttlem nt of taluka Lilkar, pargana 
Secuiiderpur 

Mnafi holdin'gsot Shoopersnn Paiidit 
Muafi village of Atrori Pando pargana 
Sectuidorpur 

Tr.msfer ol tlm opium garden at Azam- 
gMi'h to the Coll ctorat,; and sale ol 
the factory at Kliabganj 
Summary Se'tKinuni ul niauzaPrayagpar, 
p,. rgaiia C)ngrLH!.. 

Summary Settlement of roNumod muuli 
villages of iMuggaiipur and JMakhdoom- 
pur, paigan.i Datboopur 
Summai y seltleni'nt ol inauza Muham¬ 
mad Alapur, pargana NiZainabad 
Settlement ot nmufi villages of Ainpur 
and Takkajiur in pargana Sagri 
Additions uiid alterations in the Az.im- 
garh record oftice 

Bale of tho rights and interests of Bishe- 
-.h;;r Singh and Debi Dayal Singh, 
absconded oilinders in ine villages 
btJongjug to them in pargana Cbiriakofe 
I Bale of the rights and interests of Raghu- 
[ bar Singh ubeconded offender in mahal 
hewiiii, pargana Nizamabad 
Sale of the rights and interest? of JaukJ 
ttai, an absconded offender in mauza 
Sisstar, pargana Secanderpur 
Sale of the rights and intereBla of Kaghu- 
bir Singh and BheoDas Singh in mauza 
Jalalpur 

Sale of the rights and interests of Parsban 
Singh, an abscondqd offender, in mahals 
belonging to him in pargana Deogaon.. 
Sale of the rights and inlorcats of certain 
absconded offenders of the Azamgarh 
district 



8 20 






( 398 ) 


Oi 

B 

h 

rfj 

Date of 

corrcBpoudencc. 

Subject. 

Misl number. 

•x: ^ 

p *a 

oc . 

a 

£ § g 

a CJ 

'' e ^ 

^ cog 

o 

03 "> 

^ o 

i-s- 

a 

26 

1863-54 

AUeraliion of Jama of mauza Powneo in 






the district ot Azam^arh .. 

248 

8 

20 

2G 

1854 

Romihisiou and compous.itioii for liinris 






tMken up for roads iu Azum^arh 

249 

9 

23 

27 

1863 

Sale of too rights and jntoitjhts of Rjju 






bftran Rai an ab.sconritd oifciKb r ]u 






mahals holoiigiug to lum in parpana 






Socundorpur 

250 

9 

20 

28 

1853 

Safe of the rights and intorosts of Lslluk 






Rai and Naraily, olc. ab^condccl crimi- 






nals of Azanigarh 

261 

9 

20 

29 

1853 

Disposal of property belonging to Ram 






Pargas Singh oflendcr 

252 

9 

20 

. 30 

1853 

Suit of Har Pershad Singh, etc., versus 






Collector and Manorath Singii relative 






to mauza Kh.tlispur, pargana Kowriu. .. 

253 

10 

20 

81 

1853 

Farm of Du bey Rampar, pargaiia Nizam* 






abad ., ., 

254 

10 

20 

32 

1853 

Redietribution of Jama of mauza Goobe- 






tall and Kharg Sarai, zillab Azjimgarh.. 

255 

10 

20 

38 

1852 

Bangalows built on Governmout land ad- 






join, ng the Kate hob ri 

250 

11 

20 

84 

1825 

P. n^.lou of P.iiganiliar Baksh Shah, mui:- 






fidar of mau>aUgroo 

2;7 

11 

20 

85 

1825 

Com ii.uaiicvj of a pension of Us '.)i-4-0 per 






mousem to 11 eba Faqir be;tig the 






uniouiit enj. yod by his fat'icr ile.in 






Madho Jor llu- in uii'.ciiance ol Sunghat 






fn pargaiM Mobaniinadub d Gol.ui .. 

258 

! 

20 

30 

1850 

Sumnnry S t.dement of laps d muafi 






rmtuza zernin Gordia, norgimali Nathapiir 

2(0 

12 

20 

87 

1843 

SotULiTieiit ol mauza P. Cbroodhooa, J'arg- 






unah Maliul 

20 J 


20 

38 

183 i 

Sottlcment of taluqa Lotghaut, Parg- 


1 




unah Sagri 

1 202 

12 

20 

3U 

1830 

S*Jtilenu:nt of pergunah Chiriakot and 





1 

RUha Bans for 20 years from 1243 

203 

12 

20 



f’lsli.. 




40 

1644 

Settlement of m*»uza Momarkapur, parg- 






unab Nizamabad 

204 

13 

21 

41 

1645 

Sottlemont of new Dewara, pargana in 






G opal pur or disputed alluvial form¬ 

1 





ation between Oudh and Azamgarb.. .. 

205 

13 

21 

42 

1848 

Summary Settlement of mauza Jodbapur 

1 





and Pihra, pargisnah Gopalpur 

2GC 

13 

21 

43 ■ 

1851 

Summary Beltieraent of mauza Luchram- 






poie, parganah Gopalpur .. 

2C7 

13 

• 21 

44 

1853 

SniTimMiy Settlement of Dewar.a Newleo 






mauza Ghosi, zilla Azanicurh 

2C8 

13 

21 

46 

1855 

Setllomcnt of old Dewurub in pargana 






Gopalpur 

209 

14 

21 

46 

1840 

Extension of the settlement of Azamgarh 






from 20 to 30 yjars 

294 

15 

21 

47 

1839 

Muiili in pargana Secunderpur 

295 

15 

21 

48 

1823 

Suit relative to mauza Bhopalpiir etc. 






(muitii villages ,in pargana Sagn) Amjad 






Ah vs. Government 

296 

16 

21 

49 

' 1824 

Restoration of an allowance of Rs. 500 






to Syed Moallah 

297 

IG 

21 




Serial number. 


( ;m ) 


D:ite of 

corri, spondenco 


LO 

1833 

01 

183 3 

5a 

1834 

53 

183.:^ 

51 

1830 

55 

18.37 

50 

1838 

57 

1830 

68 

188y-..1() 

59 

1840 

CO , 

1844 

01 

1840 

02 

1847 

0.3 

1847 

04 

1848 

05 

1853 

66 ! 

1855 

07 

1851 

08 

1850 

oy 

1845 

70 

1845, 

71 

1844 

72 

1842 

73 

1843 

74 

1838 


j 

j Bubjeot 

! 


Sait, of Soobkura Bharatl)i regarding 
ri iit. free land in mauza Patneh, parg- 
anah Nizaimbad 

Suit of Karim .Khan» efc. for Mulikana 
on .‘Kfoount of m:ni7.a Jafferpur Moondcc, 
parganah Nixamabid 

Settlement. f>f taluqa Khalispur, pargaiia 
N i 7 am.ibad 

Boundaiy dispute between taluqa Choo- 
nar, pargumb Deogaou and niauza 
Ctarrowloe in Jaunporo 

B'arm of mauza Mioluapur, parganah 
Ni/.amabad 

Settlcmtint of mauzji Bhikarei pur. parg- 
an.'ih Mohamo'b-ibad 

Traii^lcr of six h glioH of land from inauz i 
lib.igwanpur to Dungowleo, parganah 
i\'oljaiiieuaba(l .. 

K it wa and Barahi muafi villages belong¬ 
ing to Sura j Prasad 

Kc;li:eti<iii of Jama of Sarai Becrblmn, 
parganah Secuudcrporc .. 

Settlement of mauza Khyra, parganah 
Kopiichit 

Sale of mauza Koontoo Neetypur, parg- 
Hiiah Bbadaon .. 

Gevernmout bungalows at Bhitcc and 

Partition of mauza Kukrebta, parganah 
Nizam a bad 

Partition of mauza Munajat, parganah 
Cliiriokote 

Case of mauza Mohaniadpur, parganah 
Scrundorjiur 

Ptn.'ion of Jan Ali Shah 

Summary settlement of certain Diaras in 
pergiinah Gopulpur 

Taluqa Parasrampur, pargana Socundcr- 
poro, estate of Babu Ram Narain Singh, 
etc. life convicts 

Farm of mmza Bakoepur Liirria, parg- 
anah Sagii 

Partition of mauza Aylmul, parganah 
Ntzr.mabad 

Summary settlement of Chak ElTai, parg- 
. anali P^eogaon .. 

Summary sottlomcnt of mauza Belar 
Mhow, pnrganah MahuJ .. 

Suit relative to muafi mauza of Mundal, 
parganah ^Chiriakote 

Settlement of taluqa Oonpaitch and 
transfer of the same from Ghazipur 
Azamgarh 

Settlement of several (10) pargannas of 
Azamgarh for 20 years, i c. of Doogaon 
Manunath Bhanjau, Mahul, Mohameda- 
bad, Atrouli, Tilhcni, Kowria, Gopalpur 
Sagri, Ghosse and Nathapur 


£ 

Number of guard 
book in which 
contained. 

Number of ba^ta i 
in which guard 
be ok is wrapped.' 

293 

17 

21 

299 

17 

21 

300 

17 

21 

fOl 

18 

21 

302 

18 

21 

303 

18 

21 

304 

18 

31 

305 

10 

22 

30r> 

19 

22 

307 

20 

22 

308 

20 

22 

309 

20 

22 

310 

20 

22 

311 

21 

22 

312 

21 J 

22 

313 

21 1 

20 

823 

22 

22 

324 

23 

22 

325 

1 

24 

22 

326 

23 

23 

327 

25 

23 

328 

25 

28 

329 

26 

23 

330 

26 

23 

331 

27 

28 





Serial number. 


( 400 ) 


70 


7li 

77 

78 

79 

50 

51 
82 
83 
64 
85 

80 

87 

88 
80 


SO 

91 

92 


93 


94 

95 
93 

97 

98 

S9 

100 

101 


Date of 

correspondcnoe. 

Subject. 

Misl number. 

Number of guard 
book in which 
contained. 

Number of tosfa 
in which guard 
look is wrapped 

18:iG 

Formation of Azamgarh as an inclopen- 
d('nt district and consequent changc.s 
of (istatoB and parganuH etc. volutvicB. I 
and 11 

.332 

28 and 29 

23 

1835 

Resettlement of mauza lihasta, tappa Bola 

333 

30 

23 

1834 

Resettlomont of certain wyran or waste 
villages in pargaiia iSeciindarpur 

,"31 

30 

23 

1834 

Rosettlemcut of taluqa tahar, Bigitpur 
and Kadamta vols. 1 and II 

335 j 

31 and 32 

24 

l8iiU 

SotticnK'iit of mauza Bbcet’c, pargaua 
Mil Ulnath lihanjan vols. 1 and 11 

33 C 

33 and 34 

24 

1830 

Settlement of taluqa Parsia, parg.uitt 
Secunderpur, ostato of Jiiiiki Prasad ,. 

337 

35 

24 

1837 

Hosnniption of certain iiiuafi mahals in 
Aiiamgaih 

338 

35 

24 

1838 

Survey and settlement of pargana Sccuu- 
di-rporc 

339 

36 

24 

1830 

Sale a,ad sottlemont of taluqa Tahar and 
Bajitpur, pargan.i llowna.. 

340 

37 

25 

1840 

Survi y of villages transferred from Juiin- 
pur to Azaingarli 

341 

38 

25 

1843 

Part ituui of mauza Auriii, pargaiia Sccuiidor 
puic 

342 

38 

25 

1843 

Sale of taluqa Chaiidabliari, pargana 
Nizuiiabsid 

343 

39 

25 

i 1844 

i 

1 Suit of GLiamaiidi Ilai of mauza Jujauloo 
and Ismaiipur, parga.na becunderjiovi'.. | 

3,14 

40 

25 

1 18-1,4 

Summary Srttliijieiit of mauza Dean, 
pargana (lopalpur 

345 

40 

25 

18-15 

Sale of taluqa (lupalpufj pargana Niza- 
inuliad 

346 

41 

25 

1845 

Resumption of mauza Dharandrah. par* 
gma bagri and Suit of Umjid Ali 
vert’us Government 

.347 

j 42 

25 

1840 

Farm of taluqa Jokhera, pargana Sagri 

348 

43 

25 

1846 

Settlement ol mauza Soiuiii, pjaigaua 
Secunderporo .. 

349 

43 

25 

1846 

Partition of mauza Syra, pargana 
Mohainadabad .. 

350 

43 

25 

1817 

Partition of mauza Surajpur, pargana 
Nizanuibad 

351 

43 

25 

1847 

Settlement of mauza Rafloopur Govvras, 
pargana Nizamab id 

352 

43 

25 

1848 ; 

Summaiy settlement of mauza Raibhan- 
pur, pargana Gijpalpur ... 

353 

43 

25 

1851 

Dewara lands (ou tho Azamgarh side 
of the river Gogra) in pargaua Gopal* 
pur .. .. 

354 

43 

25 

1851 

Summary settlement of Dewara in par- 
giinik Gopalpur and of mauzus Moonj- 
dond, Ruipnr and Bhynsaba in Sagri .. 

355 

44 

25 

1651 

Settlement of mauza Aiuoillow ana taluqa 
Bhyusadil, pargana Deoguon | 

356 

45 

2G 

1852 

Boundary between zilla Sarun^m Bengal 
and Azamgarh, Sisotar versus Darowlee 

357 

46 

26 

1852 

Summary settlement of alluvion and 
diluviou villages in parganas Qopalpur 
and Nathapu .. ,, 

358 

47 

26 
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Serial number. I 

Date of 

cortospondenco 

Subject. 

Misl number. 

t3 ja 

CJ 

bjD ^ . 

u. t: 

o d J 

^ ^ 

S 3 ® 

o 

*3'd ^ 

n ct ^ 
a o* 

5d 

^ ,CJ ^ 

0 V 

. ■— UJ 

^ -a 
- if 

f.si 

Z 

102 

1849 

Summary SdUl ^mont of mauzaz Riibhau' 

i — " 

1 





pur, Laohhmanpur, and Shujawalporpj 

1 





pargaua Gopalpur 

377 

47 

26 

103 

1852 

Cultivation of tjanja by private pcrsonH .. 

1 379 

47 

2i‘) 

104 

1840 

Partition of muuza Narainpur, pargana 






Socundcrporo .. 

389 

48 

26 

105 

1840 

Ponaion of Shankarlal, son of Ilarbmsraj 

• 390 

48 

26 

100 

1856 

Boundary between Singorgarb and Karkla 






pargana 

391 

48 

26 

107 

1841 

Modala conferred on Budba Ohaubo, 






Phoka Ohaubo atid Ijacbhmaii Chaubc, 






zemindars of mauza Lohrabond 

392 

49 

26 

108 

1837 

Corrospondonce regarding entry of the. 






name of Ghnlam AJi as sharoholdor 






with Fatum Bibi in the village of 






Ekaunah, parg.tna Mobammedabad (» 






resumed muafi village) .. .. i 

803 

49 

9> 

100 

1845 

preservation of villagi^ boundaries .. ' 

394 

46 

26 

110 

1848 

Remission ar.d compensation to the 






zemindars of mauza ilbudsa for laud 






taken for ptiblic road .. .. 

396 

49 

26 

111 

3850 

P. n&ion of Azim AH 

400 

49 

26 

112 

1824 

Mr Reade’s report on the settlement of 






Azamgarb 

404 

49 

26 

lid 

3 851 

Sale of the rights and interests of Dwarka 






Dass in muuza Poor Usosah, pargana 






SGcuude*’pore and portion of Ausca 






Dharsaia ami Baraya Lai Dhnjari, 






pargana Secund rpove 

405 

50 

26 

114 

1851 

Land Kevenue balance from 1848-49 to 






3853-54 

40G 

50 

26 

115 

3850 

Patvvarios’ Jag-r laii'le made over to 




1 


the zamindars and comniutablo to 






annual payment 

420 

5U 

26 

116 

1852 

Register ol lands appropriated by Covern- 






mont 

430 

51 

27 

117 

1853 

Encamping grounds and Bardasbt- 






kbauas 

431 

51 

27 

118 

1851 

Construction of boundary pillars in en¬ 






camping grounds 

432 

51 

27 

119 

1843 

Resumption of mauza Tekma and 






Bojauli, pargana Nizamabad 

433 

51 

27 

120 

J84‘) 

Pension ol Bedat alias Choto Jummi and 






Bindun, wives of Tikait hai of Azamgarb 

434 

5z 

27 

121 1 

1859 

Combined tahsil, Thana, otc. at Nagra 

435 

52 

27 

122 ! 

1825 

Uescttlement of mauza Bcilah khas. 




1 


pargana Nizamabad 

4311 

53 

27 

123 

1850 

Boundary between Oudb and Azamgarb 

437 

53 

27 

124 

1825 

Resettlement of mauzag biuria, Mohun 






tuppa Beilah, pargana Nizamabad .. 

446 

54 

27 

126 

1825 

Resettlement of the Tawfocr village of 






Mubarakpur Patkowli 

447 

64 

27 

120 

1828 

Malikana alJowanco to the zamindars of 






fcaluqa Chandrabhan 

448 

54 

2? 

127 

1830 

Transf er ol pu'gana Deogaon from Jaun- 






pur to Azamgarb 

419 

54 

27 

128 

1835 

Settlement of mauza Tbakripar ami 




1 

1 

Fyzullapur, pargana Nizamabad 

450 

54 

27 
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Serial number. 

Date of 

corrcspondenco. 

129 

J83C 

130 

1842 

131 

1854 

132 

1841 

133 

1643 

134 

BM9 

135 

,ih::u 

13G 

1820 

137 

2838 

138 

1847 

139 

18; iB 

lAO 

1847 

141 

1834 

142 

1H48 

143 

1848 

144 

1848 

145 

1853 

14G 

1839 

147 

1835—42 

148 

1845 

i49 

1845 

150 

154G 

151 

1847 

152 

1845 

153 

1848 

154 

1840 

lob 

38.‘'2 


I 

i 


Subject. 


.Settlenionf. (^f maiizas Allapur, Moliamod- 
pur and Sumeei Seer, resumed muafi 
villiipcy in parf^anai Deogaoa 
Lnud Kovcniie Balance Statement from 
1838-a9 to 184 1-42 

Suit of Doinnn Dalai v ersus Government 
and Ali Baksh Kban 

Land R( venue Balance Statement from 
IBIG-SC to 1S39-40 

Land Rcvoniio Balance Statement for 

Land Kevcnntj Balance St;.t;inorit from 
1B43-14 to 1848-49 

Transfer of pargana Dcogaon from Jaun- 
pur to A/'iing:i.rli 

Scttleinont of ^;ijial] rent free lands in 
pargana Nizaniabttd 
ScLil mont of j>argajia Nizamab id 
Siibsiitulinn (d tbe mahalwar for the 
rnou'/.awar dintributiun of jama in Sc- 
enndorpore and Bbadaon parg.mas 
Jkaiiid.try bedwinn Aziingarb, Jaunporc 
and Gorakb])ur j irl transfer of villagos 
b(’.l\v(icn tluiSf dislriots and police 
jurisdiction ol tbo saino 
S('.iA\cmoul of rcbumod muab V.vudb in 

A/,aing,irb .. .. \ 

Case of M<idho H.mi \ 

Muafi case rc'garding manza Dostpoor 
Case of Bab'i R nnpiTsbnd v8ingb regar¬ 
ding m.m/ia Mubamodpur, pargana Sc- 
c under poor .. 

Mr. Wodd ■rbornii’.s sett.lomcmt report of 
parganas Seounderpore and Bbadaon 
and part of Natliapar .. oc 

Summary Settlement of several villagos 
in pargana Oopalpur 

Setlleiui nt of parganas Secundorpore and 
Bliadaou 

P’arm of the estate of Ra ja Ilarinath .day 
and suit of Biib;i Siiiam Sabai relative 
to Taloqa Duba Bohra 
S( ttlomcTit of tbe Jagir Kisbua Kant in 
zillahs Gbazipur and Azamgarh 
Boundary dispute between Mujharca and 
I'nhaBcbra 

Suit of Shoo Sabai versus Raja Bislinath 
Ba.<>, Ji>gir<iar of Taliiqa Dnha Behra .. 
Managuun nt of tbe estate of Kiishnatb 
Hoy and entry of his wife’s name in his 
placo in the records 
Sell] erne it of pargana Sccundorpo e 
P'eparatioii of Jamabandis of parganas 
8(3cundorporo and Blmdaon—Board’s 
Ills!ructions for the same 
Revision of sottlement of tho estate of 
K inta Babu 

SetUeruont and managemont of Taluqa 
Duini, Bejira 


Misl number. 

Number of guard 
book in which 
contained. 

- 

% ^ 

151 

54 

27 

452 

54 

27 

4GG 

56 

27 

475 

56 

27 

47G 

6G 

27 

477 

56 

.27 

478 

50 

27 

479 

58 

27 

480 

5G 

27 

481 

57 

27 

482 

67 

27 

483 \ 

58 \ 

27 

4.84 

59 

2G 

487 

1 59 

1 28 

488 

69 

28 

489 

GO 

28 

490 

G1 

28 

493 

02 

23 

494 

G3 

28 

495 

03 

28 

49G 

53 

28 

497 

04 

28 

498 

04 

28 

409 

05 

28 

500 

1 

05 

28 

j 501 

65 

28 

502 

GO 

28 
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Serial Dumber. 

Date of 

corrospondunce. 

Subjeot. 

4> 

3 

pj 

a 

ii 

Number of guard 
book in which 
contained. 

a 

•ft o 

§ 

o 5b a, 

3 r/i 

160 

JS53 

SotLlcment of Taluga Moradiari, per. 






ganah Khund .. 

503 ^ 

GG 

28 

157 

18'^5 

History of Taluqa Baidowloe in parganah 






Gopalpiir 

505 

G7 

23 

158 

1834—55 

Statom(‘Dt of muafi lands Azamgarh 






(1834-55) 

50J 

C7 

28 

159 

1829 

Statouiont of inuofi mauzas roloaeed by 






order of Commissioner 

507 

C7 

28 

ICO 

1837 

Maps of tlie Villages Bubj. ct to inunda¬ 






tion by the Ghngra river a.s they existed 






inl83G-37 

503 I 

07 

28 

IGl 

1825 

Sales ot uiahals for arrears ol rrvc'iino from I 


1 




the period of cession up to 1825. A. J) 1 

509 

1 

28 


Judicial fji.es. 

'Fhrec lllo.s in one guard hook. 

The Azamgarh judicial files. 


^! 

A 

g 

a 

a 

rt 

u 

o 

cn 

1 

Date of cor¬ 
respond ence. 

1 

Subject. 

Misl number. 

Number of guard 
bock in which 
contained. 

cl ro 

"ill 

“IS 

a aj 

1 

1845 

Outbreak in the town of Mobarakpur 

47 

08 

29 

2 

165G 

Grant of pecuniary albiwancG to the 






ebaukidars of the permanently settled 






portions of the Azamgarh district. 

58 

G8 

29 

C 

1849—50 

Complaint against Mr. Beecher, officiat¬ 

I 





ing Magistrate of Azamgarh 

G2 

G8 

29 





CHAPTER XXXV 

THE PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAOI&. 
TRATE AND COLLECTOR, GORAKHPUR. 

I.—Formation of the district. 

II.—General nature of the Records. 

HI-—Classification of the Records. 

IV.—Descriptive account of the Records. 

V.—Table showing contents of the haiftas. 

VI.—List of the Collectors of Gorakhpur from 1801 to 1(S5G, 

N. B- —The records in thia record room include, in addition to tlio^o relating to the 
preRont Gorakhpur district, the following : — 

1. Records relating to portions of the Nepal Tarai from 1801. 

2. Records of the Basti district from 1801. 

‘d. Records appertaining to Chakla Azamgarh (i.e. the present 
tahsils of Sugri, Ghosi and Muhammadabad) from 1801 to 
the 81sl January, 1820. 

4. Records of Chakla Mahul (uow in the Jaunpur district) from 

1801 to the 81st January 1820. 

5. Records of Butwal, 1801 to 1810. 

O, Records of six parganas of Chakla Nawabganj (now in the Gonda 

district) from 1801 to l8iG. 

I—Formation of district. 

The Gorakhpur district formed part of the territory ceded by the 
Nawab Vizier of Oudh to the Company at the end of 1801. 

Alter the signing of the treaty, John Routledge, who was then 
Collector of Benares, was appointed Collector of the nowly- acquired 
district and directed to proceed to it at once and take over charge from 
Amils of the Nawab Vizier. The following table shows the dates on 
hich Boutlcdge assumed chai-gc of the various parts of his district. 

... 21st December 1801, 
... 1st January 1802. 

... 14th „ 

... 20lh „ 

-. Sth Fe br ua ry 1802. 
The diNtrict of which Routledge took charge was very large. It 
included the whole of the present Gorakhpur and Basti districts, 
the Ghaklas of Azamgarh and Mahul, six parganas of Nawabganj, Bhutwal, 
and seven parganas of Khairgarh in the Kheri district. The Khairgarb 
parganas on account of their distance from the rest of the district were 
detached from Gorakhpur and made over to R. Ahrnuty in 1802. 


Azamgarh 
i\Ioi;at Buni.in 
• Gorakhjuir 
Nawnbynnj 
Mn):ul 
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In 1816, Bhutwal was ceded to the Nepalese and Nawabganj was 
given to the Nawab of Oudh in exchange for other territories. la 
1820, Azamgarh was handed over to the Collector of Ghazipur and 
Mahul to the Collector of Jaunpur. 

Il—General nature of the Records. 

The Collector'a records, as opposed to those of the Magistrate, are 
almost complete from the date on which Routlerlge assumed charge of 
the district. They are of great interest and value, especially those 
prior to March, 1803, in which month the Board of Kevenue at Fort 
William began to supervise the revenue administration of the Ceded 
Prqyinces. In no other of the districts ceded by the Nawab Vizier to 
the Company are the revenue records nearly so complete. The Gorakh¬ 
pur records afford ample materials for a detailed history of the revenue 
administration of the Gorakhpur district. From March, 1803 to 1829, 
ail the letters written by the Collector to the Board of Revenue are 
copied out in the proceedings of the Board at Allahabad. The temporary 
commission presided over by the Hon. Henry Wellesley does not seem 
to have maintained written proceedings, nor does it appear to have 
kept its correspondence very carefully ; for we find the Board of Revenue 
requiring the Collector to send them copies of all letters of the Board 
of Commissioners to which he had occasion to refer in the course of his 
curiespondencc. 

All the original records of the Board of Commissioners under Henry 
Wellesley that existed in the United Provinces, except those at Gorakh¬ 
pur, have b(^en destroyed.’ 

Some of the early letters in the Gorakhpur record room bear the 
signature of Henry Wellesley. 

Copies of most of the important correspondence hetw^een Wellesley’s 
Board and the Collector of Gorakhpur exist in the office of the Board of 
Revenue. Those copies together with a few copies embodied in the 
proceedings of the latter Board and the original correspondence in tho 
Collector’s Office, are the only existing records in the United Provinces 
of that most interesting period November, 1801 to March, 1803—when 
tbe Ceded Provinces were under Henry Wellesley as Lieutenant-Governor 
and a Board of Commissioners. 

The judicial records are very incomplete. This is unfortunate 
because the early ones were of exceptional incerest on account of the 
proximity of Gorakiipur to Nepal. All the letters addressed by the 
Magistrate prior to the year 1840, except one volume of the year 1808, 

* His correspondence with tho Governor General in Council has been* preserved and 
is in the Imperial Becord Boom at Galoutta. 
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have been destroyed ; of the letLers issued by the Magistrate the ouly 
early ones that have been preserved arc those from April, ISOcS to Decem¬ 
ber, 1809, May, 1814 to July, 1819, November, 1822 to May, 1825. 

The Gorakhpur records are not made up into files. The original 
leoDers received have been classifiel to some extent and pasted in 
chronological order in guard books. Each letter issued was copied 
into a register at the time it was written. Thus, in order to follow 
correspondence between any two officers, two scries of records— the issue 
series aiirl the receipt series—hive to be consulted. The method of 
classification is shoMm in paragraph 8. As has been remarked before, 
the letters issued are of necessity more interesting and valuable than those 
received; they describe the state of the district, while the letters recefved 
are largely in the iiaMire of calls for information and orders issued as the 
result of tlie information supplied. 

The Gorakhpur records have been neither listed, indexed nor calendered. 

Ill— Classification of the Records. 

1. Letters receivej>. 

(tt) Revenue Letters. 

Series I. —Letters received by the Collector (or Deputj^ Collector) 
from the Boord of Commissioners (and later from the Commissioner of 
the division), 1802 to 1857, 86 volumes. 

Series IL —Jjetters received by the Collector of Gomkhpur from 
Tsources other than the Hoard of Revenue or the Commissioner, 1802 to 
1854, 10 volumes. (There are many breaks in this series). 

Series ///.—Circulars received by the Collector of Gorakhpur from 
the Board of Commissioners or the Board of Revenue, 1802 to 1828, 
6 volumes. 

(h) Judiciat Letters. 

Series /.—Miscellaneous letters received, 1808 to 1857, 6 volumes. 
(Those letters relate to the following years only, 1808, 1840, 1841, 1852, 
1853, 1856 and 1857). 

Series //.—Letters from the Commissioner to the Magistrate, 1848 
to 1857, 4 volumes. 

Series III. —Circulars issued to the Magistrate, 1855 to 1857, 2 
volumes. 

Series /F. —Circulars addressed to the Magistrate and Collector, 
1854 to 1857,1 volume. 

Series F..—Letters regarding thuggee and dacoity, 1844 to 1856, 
1 volume. 
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2, LetteHs issued. 

(a) Revemir Letters, 

Series Letters from the Collector to the Board of Kcvenue or to 
the Commissioner, 1801 to 1856, 30 volumes. (There are two breaks in 
this series, namely from Augyst, 1830 to July, 1831 inclusiv i and January 
and February, 1853'. 

Series II .—Miscellaneous letters issued by the Collector to officers 
other than the Commissioner and the Superintendent of Stamps, 1818 to 
1855, 15 volumes. (Prior to July, 1834, tliere are many gaps in the series). 

Series JIT .—Letters issued to the Superintendent of Stamps, 1845 
to 1854, 2 volumes. (Tliere is a gap from July, 1848 to J:inuary 
1851). 

fi'er'icis 7F.—Letters scut by the Deput}" Collector to the Commis¬ 
sioner, 1836 to 1838, 1 volume. 

Series F.--ljetters issued regarding the Ihij Sattassee State, 1822 to 
1831, 1 volume. 

(h) Judicial Letters. 

Se 7 'ies /.-Letters issued by the Magistrate, 1806 to 1857, 17 volumes. 
(There are no lettei's of the fo’lowing periods April, 1804 to Decicinber, 
1800, May, 1814 to July 1810, November, 1822 to May, 1825, October, 
•1831 to June, 1833, DLcember, 1838 to May, 1830, September, 1840 to 
August, 1842, February, 1844 to April, 1845, April, 18f:3 to January, 
1855). 

Series II —Letters issued by the Magistrate to the Commissioner, 
1851 to 1857, 1 volume. 

3. Miscellaueoiis Records. 

(1) A large volume containing copies of certain letters issued by 

the Magistrate from 1803 to 1810. This volume is of great 
value owing to the fact that several of the original registers 
containing copies of judicial letters issued have been destroyed. 

(2) A volume of original correspondence during the Mutiny and 

relating to the subject. 

(3) Seven registers containing pay and pension abstracts of the 

Gorakhpur collecitoratc from 1836 to 1857. 

(4) One volume of pay and pension abstracts of the Magistrate's 

office from 1851 to 1858. 

(5) One volume of muafi statements of 1847 and 1848. 

(G) A volume of judicial fine statements from 1855 to 1857. 

{7) Two volumes of revenue statements covering the periods 1843 
to 1849 and 1852 to 1853, 
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IV.—Degcriptive Account of the Records. 

Letters received. 

(a) Revenue Letters. 

Series I .—Letters received by the Collector (or Deputy Collector) 
from the Board of Commissioners and later from the Commissioner of 
the division, 1802 to 1857, 86 volumes. 

This series corresponds to the revenue letters received series and is 
complementary to it. As is usually the ease, the letters received by the 
Collegtor are less interesting and of less value than those issued by him, 
for this reason the earlier letters of the issue series arc described in 
greater detail than the receipt series. The description of the present 
series should bo regarded as supplementary to that given of the corre¬ 
sponding series of letters issued. 

Unfortunately the earliest letters of this series have been destroyed. 
Copies ot those however exist in the record room of the Boa'd of Revenue 
(vide page ?). 

The earliest litter of this series that has been preserved is dated 
Bareilly, 12th May 1802, and relates to the piynient of troops in Gorakh- 
pur. 

Among the more important letters received by the Collector in 1802 
mention should be made of one, dated the 15th May, stating that it is not 
deemed expedient to call in the several sorts of old coins in the district 
and enipiiriiig whether engagements for the settlement should be made 
in Lucknow or Benares rupees. There are several letters relating to 
the first triennial settlement. One of these transmits a copy of the 
proclamation, others convey rules and instructions. There are letters 
sanctioning the settlement made by Roulledge of various portions of his 
district, 

Other subjects dealt with in this series are grant of takavi to zamin- 
dars, the sanction of the appointment of a multy on Ks. 100 per mensem, 
the sending surplus revenue collections to Lucknow, the appointment 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Garstin to obtain timber for Government and 
Lieutenant Smyth of the Corps of Engineers to survey the northern 
part of the Ceded Provinces, the arrears due from the Nawab's Amils, 
rules for the lease of waste lands and the resumption of muafis. 

The greater part of the correspondence of 1803 relates co the following 
subjects. 

1. Distribution of troops and sehundy corps —On the 28th of June 
Government notified its intention to confine troops to the principal 
stations in the Ceded Provinces. It stated that if necessary Magistrates 
might retain temporarily the troops in their districts. They were asked 
to report whether the police of their district was sufficient, if not, what 
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additions were necessary, whether the sebiindy corps attached to the 
district to do escort duty, act as guards in the judicial and revenue 
departments and preserve order were sufficient. If not, what additions 
would be required. Koss the Magistrate recommended jthe increase of the 
sebuudy corps in Gorakhpur from 400 to 600. He thought that these* 
together with the police, would suffice without regular troops, to preserve 
peacii since regular troops had not been required after the first few 
months of the occupation of the disiri(“t. 

On the oOth of July the eebundy corps was placed under the imme¬ 
diate authority of the Judge and Magistrate and th(' Collector had to 
send to tliat officer all tlie records of the corps in lus office and in future 
to apply to him when ho required additional guards. 

In iSOd the Collector was allowe<i a guard of 10 horsemen, one 
Jamadar on Ks. 40 aid 15 8awars on Ks. 15 a mouth each. 

2. There is much correspondence about these, their 

resignations and dismissals, complaints against them, etc. At this time 
tahsildars were personally responsible for the revenue and liad to make 
good deficiencies in payment; but if they could show that the failure 
to ri'alise I ho revenue was due to no fault of theirs they were' oxauripted,. 
Ill order to exempt them the sanction of Government had to be ohtained. 
This was communicated to the Collector through the Hoard. On the 
liOth of Ikicember the Collector was ordered not to accept any resigua* 
ti'ns of tahsildars without tlio previous sanction of the Hoard. 

b. Kaii'iirujos. —In 1803 there were Sayar as well as Land Revenue 
Kauungos. The Sayar Kanungos were abolished in December, 1803. 
Tin re is much correspondence about the status and duties of Land Revenue 
Kannngos. Originally these wajro paid by mciaiis of nanhar i.iv |>rofits on 
a specified anci of land. The question of the authority for this allowance 
came up and Collectors were ordered to report on this in December, 1803. 

4 il/irda/ici-s.—These were officials on small pay who valued crops 
and measured land. Collectors were culled upon to report whether they 
found thcvse useful. Iu)SH replied in the negalivo. 

5. Scarcity .—Owing to the poor monsoon grain became very dear in 
the Ceded Provinces. On the 30th September 1803, a circular was 
issued notifying a bounty on the import of grain into Henares and the 
Ceded Provinces from Bengal. The scanty monsoon necessitated remissions 
of revenue. This fact^ tiogether with the war in which the Company was 
engaged against the Mahrattas, resulted iu the issue of a circular in 
June, 1803, saying that no further sums were to be disbursed from Gov¬ 
ernment treasuries as salaries until a notification authorising such pay¬ 
ment should apiiear in the Calcutta Gazette, On the 13th September, 

54 
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the Board ordered a report on tlie of grain and tlie state of the 

weallhir to i)e submitted every forluigut. 

(i. Toirjec acco'iints. —From September, 1808, the Board of llevenue 
passed a monthly resolution on the Towjee aeeounts submitted by the 
ColJoetors. These reports of revenue colleeiions had to he feiibrniLted 
evej’y i5 days and great attention was paid to them on ae(aiT;int of the 
difth'ulty experit need in collecting the revenue. 

7. tlirnenl . — Oil the (Ith September, t!ie Beard called for an 
abstract ol t!io triennial settlement of the Fasli jrjriod T210 to 1212 
and ref’uested that a detailed la'port should be sent as soon after the 
abstract ;es passiIde. 

8. Le(>ses of Lamih. —To induce people to cultivaie them. 

0 . ylhol^ifion of the cess on land for tlie 'tnainLtnance of roads. 

JO. .lorf(dture of ife estates of defaulters and a:rangements for 
acttlomont with others for the remainder of the settlement. 

• 11 . Co.Us for Informaiion bij the co'nimUteo for stiperlnlcndiitg the 
limits in the Ceded Provinces. 

J2. Calls for reports on 'petitions. 

The more imporLant subjects dealt with in 1804 ai e :— 

1. —There wa.s a dispute in 1804 between the Baja of Butwal 

and the Baja of Kuliii r('garding the ta.j)pa Ms' jlia, The Bajaof Nt'pal 
at t]\is time began to lay claim to JUu-wal. lie was inloimcai that he 
Inul no right to tra.usfer any part ol' Butwal fr.an oiie j)arty to aniotli' r. 
Ohio Baja oJ' JJul wal was allowed to act as Jiis own Tahsildar and to pay 
the land revenue dii-ect to the (.lovernmeiit, being paid a commission of 
5 per cent, on the collections, lie was aalvised to select a goed man to 
manage his estate. In Augfist, 1804, the Baja of Nepal captured the 
Kaja of JJut^yai and endeavoured to annex the nauitor)'. Government 
accordingly ordci ed the Golh'ctor to hold this land khas, to ap])oint a 
Tahsildar as sazawal to collect the revenue and to annul the Ibijafs 
settlement. The Collector reserved the nankar in order to support 
the family of the captive Baja. The Collector was told to settle Butwal 
for one year with the farmers and ryots and to make a regular demand 
from the Kaja of Nepal Jor the revenue of iSlieoraj Bandar. In Novem¬ 
ber, the Collecior was ordered to settle, waste binds in Gorakhpur wdth 
the refugees frem Nepal certified as suitable by the Magistrate and to 
give refugees takavi advances, or preferably to induce them to enter into 
•engagements with the zamiudars and larmers. The Collector was autho¬ 
rised in November to grant Rs. 4,000 a year as malikana to the family 
of the Baja of Butw'al so long as lie retained management of the Baja’s 
zamindari. 
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2. Monty s^horlaye.--On account of the war tiie Govcrnraont was 
short of money and in vSeptemher all Collectors wore directed to report 
to the Comraander-in-Cinof their treasury balances every month and 
furnish him with an estitnate of probable receipts and disbursements : they 
were ordered to make only unavoidable civil disbursements until the 
arrears of the army were paid off and to push on as mucli as possible the 
collections of the land revenue. On the 80th of Octobev, Collectors were 
allowed (o disburse siidicient for the maiutenan^c ot the Civil establish¬ 
ment. The scarcity of coin continued in 180b. In April, Collectors W(‘re 
asked to report if they could not reduce their establishments. Tn June, 
they were directed to dismiss their sowai’s ex(a.^pt in cxcoptional circum¬ 
stances. In September, they were ordered to suspend the paytmmt of all 
salaries exeeeding Rs. 80 for four months. In the same monl.h they were 
direct('d to send tlnbr treasury balances to Ai^ra for the use ol‘ the 
Army. 

Other important coi-res]>onderice of the yc'ar 1S05 relates to the 
soemnd triennial sctt.lemimt. It was in this year, on the lOth of Fcd>- 
rnaiy, tJiat the Hoard first sanctioned sales of land for arrears of re\ eiiiio. 
From this date onwjii’ds such sales are IVe'jucjit. On tlie (itii of August 
th(' Hoard conveyed the sanction of ^Joveriament lu the ( alleci-o]- to 
I'emit Ifs. ()r),4bb-r)-4'of reveiiiie on account- ot the diaaiglit in F:;,..di 1211. 

In iSOb. tliere io mu :h (•orrospondeiice a]>oHt tahsildars. 

In October, Ckali cLors '.vere ndaed to n p )rii on ;i propo.al to iilmlish 
these officers. 

In IbOb the Civil Fund was inst-itu (O. 

Th(.'. following is an alphabetical list of the more im])orl.arit subject ^ 
dealt with in this series of coiTes]) 0 [i<lence from ]c.0G onaa-rdr 

Abkari, 

Appoinlanents. 

Audits. 

jihajig. 

Hible, study of to be enconrageoi. 

Higha. C'ori'espondenco regarding tljc size of pacca and kachclia. 
Ht)un;lary disputes. 

H-)nnda,ry pillars between British and Oudh territories, 184G. 

Bridges. 

Buildings. 

Collector’s e.oininission. 

Confiscation of lands. 

Currency. 

Customs.—On the 5th April 1855, the Secretary, Sndder Board, 
North-Western Provinces, directed the Commissioner of the Benares 
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division to ordt^r the Collectors ol Jjiniipur, Azaingarh an<l Gorakhpur to 
assume powers of Custom House Officers in order to check the smuggling 
of salt from Oudh into their respective districts. 

Daks. 

Dakhil kharij. 

Hepnty Collectors. 

Disbursements, sanction for 

Dispensary, (Jovenirnent charitable 

D is ti 11 e r y—H udd e r 

Drugs, intoxicating, lease for 

Establishments. 

Estates, sahis, transfers, partitions and purchase of 

Ferries and ferry fund. 

Fines on zamindars. 

Forests. A great part of t!ie district, namely, practically whole of the 
country from tlic to the South-East of the Gandak and from 

Cirorakhpnr to the north-east, was one continned forest, containing sal, 
shisham, asauna, and other usefnl trees. In 1814 the Government turned 
its attention to obtaining reveame from this forest. As the result of a 
report by Mr. G. Kungsiock, the acting Collector, ,11. (b Christian, was 
asked to report whethm- any and if so wdvat part, of the tracr of timber 
forest referri'd to by Uungstock was known or reputed to be owned by 
inalguzars or was elaamed as such and whether the Collector thought 
that such rigiil. or claim might interfere with the arrangouients which 
the Govermnent might lie desirous of adopting for the preservation of 
forests with a view to secure a supply of large timber for the public 
service. 

The Collector replied that the persons who were then in possession 
of the forests considered the property to appertain to them in virtue of 
their zamindari tenure, the more especially, as the words tnlkliar 
and “ bankhar ” were generally mentioned in their engagements with 
(jiovernment. The Collector added that, so far as lie was aware, the 
reigning power had never (daimed any right to the jungles, probably 
liecause no value had hitherto been attached to the timber. On the 13th 
May 1814, Alexander Fraser, who was for many years the Surgeon 
at (iorakhpiir, submitted a' memorandum to Mr. Kicketts, Secretary to 
Government in the Public department, regarding the stite of the forests 
ol Goi aklipnr and the Tarai, pointing out their value for shipbuilding 
and suggesting that the inhabitants of the forest shciuld be prohibited 
from extracting ‘‘ damar ” from any of the sal trees that might be 
deemed fit for ship building. He further pointed out how, in the rainy 
season, the tiinbcT might be brought from the forests in small boats. 
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NoUvithstanding these reports the Government set about to reduce the 
area of the forest by making grants of jungle to Europeans and other 
people in order to clear parts of the forest and bring them into culti¬ 
vation. There is both in the Collector’s office and that of the Commis¬ 
sioner much correspondence about these jungle grants. 

Forms. 

Government Gazette, Agra. 

Government Orders transmitted for information and guidance. 

Government servants, appointment, transfer, misconduct, suspension, 
explanations demanded from and dismissal of 

Hemp factory. 

Indents to be countersigned by superior officers* 

Indigo factories. 

Institutions, native, religious 

Jagirdars. 

Judges’ interference of, with revenue authorities. 

J amabandi. 

Jungle boree puttees. 

Kanurigos. 

Khalasis. 

Kham collections, 

Khain estates. 

Khasras. 

Kists, revenue. 

Lac, sale of 

Lands, alluvial, classification, settlement and sale of for arrears of 
revenue and in satisfaction of decrees of court, settlement of waste and 
cultivated, grants of waste lands. 

In respect of alluvial lands there is much correspondence on the legal 
ruling that a sale for arrears of revenue due from an estate for which 
no regular settlement had been made is illegal. 

Leave of absence. 

Malikana. 

Mint. 

Muafi tenures. 

Muddud Mash grants. 

Nankar. 

Navigation of the Gogra. 

Namak Sayat Mahal. 

Oath, form of 

Opium. 
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Oudh. Correapondenco regarding a disputed island on the river Gogra 
and the arrest of dacoits. 

Partition of estates and taluk as. 

Pargana rent rolls. 

Patriotic Fund. 

Pattidar’s rights. 

Patwaris. 

Pensions and other claims. 

Peons. 

Perquisites of revenue officers. 

Pindari chiefs, settling of 

Police. • 

Post Office. 

Powers of Collectors, “These were greatly restricted. In 1803 orders 
were issued that the appointment and removal of all officers whose 
salary exceeded Rs. 10 a month had to re(;eive the sanction of the Board 
of Rovenuo or the Court of Circuit. In 1819 the Court of Directors 
proposed delegating the power of making appointments to Collectors and 
Magistrates. The Board of Commissioners opposed this proposal 
strongly. 

In 1830, the Commissioner ordered the restoration of a patwari 
dismissed hy the Collector. Jn 1848 K A. Reade, Commissioner of 
Bemiros, objected to tbo Collector, TT. C. Tucker, dir('cting his subordi¬ 
nates to tour in the disirict without previously obtaining the Commis¬ 
sioner’s permission. In 1830 W. M. Bird, the Commissioner of th(' 
9(h Division, asked J<imos Armstrong, the Collector, if ho had any 
previous ? authority for spending lis. 17-3*10 on punlika coolies in 1829 and 
requested him not to incur such charges in future. The expenditure of 
a sum of Rs. 4 on repairs of a tent required the sanction of the Com¬ 
missioner. In 1812, the Board of Commissioners fined the Colltjctpr of 
Gorakhpur Ifs. 200 for “ a systematic procrastination of the transmission 
of his accounts to the Board.” 

Press. 

Provisions, supply of, to Governor General and other officers on tour. 

Registration. 

Revenue defaulters. 

Reversal of decrees by Collector without reason. Collector repri¬ 
manded, 1855. 

Rewards to Tahsildars. 

.Salary bil).s'. 

Salt. 

Sanction for expenditure. 
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Sayar. 

Sattasi Raj. 

Service, Government. There is a printed list, dated the 1st Novem¬ 
ber 1853. of all Civil Servants in the North-Western Provinces and of 
officers 111 Civil employ in the Punjab and the Cis and Trans-Sutlej 
Slates. 

Setiloinents, summary of resumed miiafis, instructions regarding 
kliarn, cancellation, petilioirs regaidin;;^, form of settlement accounts 
and ro/^ulhr settlements. Th.ere ^vere five reguhir settlements of the 
district in the time of the Com]);iny whivdi cover the following periods. 
1802-05, 1805-08, 1808-15, 1815-40. 1841-73. 

Stamps. 

Stamp vendors. 

Stipends to families of troops on foreign service. 

Stipendiaries, death of, to be reported. 

Sui ts. 

Surveys. 

'J'ahsildars. Tliesc wore abolished in 1808 and payments of land 
revenue made direct to the Collector. This system proved a failure and 
i]i 1810 Tahsildars on a fixed salary were appointed wdthout control 
over the police. 

Takavi. 

Tari. 

Tatties. 

Tents and tent (‘i|iiip')ge. 

Tenures. 

Thar ns, settlement of 

Tofeer villages. 

Towjees, reports on tlie Collector’s Towjee’s accounts. 

Town duties and thdr aboliiion in 1833. 

Traffic statistics. 

Travelling allowance. 

Treasure, security of and remittance of 

Treasury accounts. 

Talbaiia. In 1810 the Board asked Collectors to try to check the 
demand to w'hich the malguzars were exposed under the name talbana, 
shahna, bhet, nazrana, etc., as these sometimes absorbed all the profits 
of the estate. 

Wocrani mahals. 

Wards, Court of, and education of 
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Series 777.—Letters received by the Collector of Gorakhpur from 
sources other than the Board of Revenue or the Commissioner, 10 
volumes. 

This correspondence covers the following periods only :— 

May, 1802 to November, 1807, April, 1812 to December, 1814, Janu¬ 
ary, 1818 to December, 1828, January, 1841 to October, 1843, tTiily,,, 
1853 to June, 1855. 

Speaking generally these letters are unimportant and only of local 
interest. They relate to the multifarious subjects with which a Collec¬ 
tor has to deal and their general nature is set forth in the descriptive 
account of the records in the Collector’s ofificc at Ghazipur. Among the 
subjects dealt with in this scries mention may be made of contingent bills, 
indents for stamps and stationery, drafts on other treasuries, cash balancje 
in Collector’s treasury, monthly estimates of receipts and expenditure, 
remittances of treasure and stamps, treasury escorts, subscriptions to 
Government loans, pensions, excise, opium, forests, leave of officials, 
survey, post office, repairs of revenue buildings, descriptive rolls of sepoys 
and a dispute about an island in the Gogrji claimed by the Nawab of 
Oudh. This dispuU^ was settled in 1842. 

Series III .—Circulars rccciviul by the Collector of Gorakhpur from 
the Board of (Vnnmissioncrs or the Board of Rt'vcnue, 1802 to 1828, G 
vo1 limes. 

Ill the account of the records in the Collector’s office at Ghazipur, the 
natiirij of these; circulars issue d betweem l8b7 to 1857 has been si;t forth. 
The circulars jii this series after .1817 are the same as those in the 
Collector’s offie;e at Ghazipur. It is therefore only necessary here to give 
a brief ae;count of the contents of the; more; important circulars issued 
prior to 1817. The earliest circular bears the daie the 21st May, 1802. 
It is written from Bareilly and signed by Graeme Mercer, Secretary to 
the Board of Commis.sioners, and forwards to the Collector, “A rogula 
tion for your conduct in all suits for balances of revenue and complaint 
of undue exaction on account of revenue and which you are required to 
adopt until you shall be furnished with sonic detailed instructions for 
your guidance in suits of the above nature.” lb is followed by a number 
of rules for determining the continuance or discontinuance of the pen¬ 
sions payable in ready money from the treasuries in the Ceded Provinces. 

Other important circulars of the year 1802 are those relating to the 
settlement of the land revenue in the Ceded Provinces, convoying a copy 
of a proposed regulation Jor levying a tax on intoxicating liquors and 
drugs, fairs in Rohilkhand, village watchmen, tahsildars’ commission, rules 
for the management of military bazars, allowances to civil officers, 
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investing tahsildars with the charge of the police and empowering 
Coli-ectors to coir-hide setilemont at a lower rate on account of scarcity. 

The more important circulars for 180d relate to voluntary subscrip¬ 
tions of the malguzars for the construction and repair of roads, bridges 
etc., and an order ixMpiiring a r port to the Governor General in Council 
whenever military force had to be used in support of civil power. 

In 1804, the important subjects arc an order stating that no claims 
for losse: sustainol liy the m;irch of troops were to be admitted except 
on a ccrtifieate from the Commanding Officer, that Madadi Ma’ash are to 
be considered as hereditaiy tenures, and irrigation. 

Othei- important circulars piior to 1817 are a call for information 
regarding tlie (;hro;io]ogy, geography, g(;vernment, laws, political institu¬ 
tions, arts and crafts and internal and foreign trade of the ctiuniry ; a 
maintenance allpwance to subjects ef the British Government re; iding in 
the Ceded Provinces after recall frcin the luilitaiy service of [Foreign 
States ; Civil Fund : 1 ase coins; reward.'^ for destruction of wild animals; 
relative values of various rupees in circulation ; family money of men in 
foreign service, luinkar lands; the confinement ef malguzars and their 
securities for arrears of revenue; pKJVcntion of sales oi spirits during the 
Holi and Muharram; dismissal of tahsildaii vakils; absence of Govern¬ 
ment servants from stations; falsification of public records ; rights of 
heirs of deceased farmers ; cash security of malguzars ; receipts for 
public money ; lands ludd by native ofliccu-s in the jutlieiai department ; 
appropriation of the commission on the abkaji mahal collections ; pen¬ 
sions to invalids; register of laiid held by Europeans; prohibition ol 
export of grain in 1818; the holding of estates or farms by native-born 
descendants of British subjects; the use of Indkui names iu correspon¬ 
dence ; attachment of land sold in satisfaction of court decrees, and the 
estates of minors and other disqualified proprietors. 

(b) Judicial J^etters. 

Tiiedudicial l>.eco?-ds are neither so voluminous nor so complete as 
the r, venue ones. Prior to 1845, all the letters received by the Tdagis- 
trate, (!x-opt tlioso from the Superintendent of Thuggee and Dacoity, have 
been filed together. 

From 1845 onwards letters received from the Commissioner have been 
filed separately. 

The Judicial series of letters receive I have been divided into 5 series. 

Series /. — Miscellaneous letters received. The great majority of 
these have been destroyed. The correspondence of the following years. 
only exists—1808, 1841, 1852, 1853, 185G and 1857. This series consists 
of 6 volumes. 
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In accordance with the plan adopted for this handbook a detailed 
account of the judicial correspondence has been given in the case of the 
Magistrate of Mirzapur, as the judicial correspondence in that office is 
more voluminous and complete than in any other office. The general 
nature of the Goraklipur correspondence is the same as that in the Mirzapur 
office. Gorakhpur, however, being on the Nepal Frontier, and for other 
reasons, has some correspondence peculiar to itself. Among the more 
important of snch letters received in the 3 mar 1808 may be mentioned the 
following : — 

Call for a report on the forts in the district. 

Ordtu's regarding the police force to be established at Gorakhpur. 

Ord(;rs regarding an affray betwocri the Hindus and IMuliammadans 
on account of cow sacrihi'.e at T\Iau. 

An order prohibiting to use tombs, mosques, and temples as residences 
of idficors. (When the Government first assumed charge of the province 
there were no European houses, e.nd ofFicers iu conse(|uence frequently 
lived and held their offices in tombs, etc.) 

Letters recfardincr Wazir Ali who excited an insurrection in Oudh. 

o n 

(This man was eventually appreliendcd.) 

The sending of a military force to Balrampur. 

A court-martial of Captain Plumtree for striking the Kotwal of 
Gorakhpur. 

A passport, dated the 2 ih 1 August .1808, to Air. rfaiiie^ Wilkinson, 
authorising him to proceed to Gorakhpur, Alan and Azamgarh and to 
reside at either of those stations as private assistant to Air. Crommelin. 

A dispute between Alexander Fraser, the Surgeon of the district, and 
Air. Tichborne about a timber contract in which they were partners. 

The grant of |.Humission to Cromincliu to grow iniligo and t'rect works 
on his own account. 

Regarding a suit brought by Crommelin against Ahiiuity, the Alagis- 
trate. 

A letter, dated the 12th of lleccmbcr, in wliich Government informs 
the Magistrate that if riocessary it intends to expel the Nepalese by force 
from JluLwal and asks for the following inf u-mation—how much of Butwal 
had bi'cn usurped by the Nepalese, the strength of their force, the plan of 
operations recommended by Abmnty, the magistrate, for expelling them, 
the strength of the British Force necessary and whether sufficient troops 
existed in Gorakhpur. 

The appointment of Fraser as Superintendent of Hemp Experiments 
at Gorakhpur. 

Among the letters received, there is one, dated 14Lh December 1808, in 
which James Stuart, Judge of Circuit, reports tiiat he found the jail and 
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roads in good order. He objected to the Magistrate making tlie local 
zamindars repair the roads. He took exception to police daroghas having 
vakils and also objected to local zamindars prohibiting tenants from 
carrying arms. 

In 1808 one Pul Ian Roy tried to assassinate Alimnty! lie was tried 
by the Court of Circuit. 

Series lly III^ and IV .—The contents of those letters are similar to 
those in the Collector’a ofhee of Mirzapur. 

y.—Letters regarding thuggee and dacoity. The nature of 
this correspondence has been described in the account of the records in 
the Collector's oflice, Saluiranpur. 

LETTERS ISSUED. 

(a) Revenue Letiera. 

Series I .—Letters issued by the CollLCtor to the Board of Revenue 
or Commissioner. 

This serios is not (juito correctly named, because, pidor to 1818, it 
contains copies of all letters issued by the Collector wiu) was also Magis¬ 
trate until 1808 . From 1818 onwards it <^ontains only IcLlers lo the Board 
or the (yominissioner. 

This series contains a few Utters issued by Routledge, the first 
Collector, to the Board of lU^veniie at Fort William, relating to his 
work as Colieetor of Benares, a post whi<di he held before ho went to 
Gorak]ij)ur. Benares was ijod under the Board of Commissioners for 
the (ycded Provinces but under the Board of Revenno at Fort William. 

This is a most im[)oi-tain and interesting series. The letters in it 
give a detailed and vivid account of the state of the district at the time 
of its ac(|nisition and of the stops by wliieh ordor was restored and the 
pjritish system of administration introdiKaal. From this series, togother 
with the corresponding series of letters recteivod, it is possible to compile 
a detailed history of tia; Gorakhpur district. Until the I8lh of Fcpterii- 
ber 1803, the Collector was Judge and Magistrate as well as Collector 
and this series contains th(^ letters he wrote in the former capacity as 
well as those written as a Collector. 

On the 26th December 1801, Routledge wrote to Henry Wellesley 
from Azamgarh regarding bis experiences. He had to take charge of 
the district from the IS^awab Vizier’s Amil, Akbar Ali Khan. The Amil 
declared that ho IkiJ no kisthandi; he admitted that he had collected 
one lakh twenty-nine thousand rupees of revenue. He stated that he 
had paid Rs. 18,000 to Colonel Sir E, Baillio, Commanding the British 
Force at Azamgarh and that he had sent Rs. 70,000 to the Resident at 
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Lucknow. He held no receipt for the Es. 70,0()(). The kannngoa 
reported that the demand for the chakla Azamgarh was Es. 8,07,755. 
There is rt]nch correspondence dealing with the arrears due from this 
Arnil. In the IcUer in (|uestion, Routledge reported that the number 
of petitions he had alro^ady recidved showed that there was no order in 
the district acd that the rj^ots had been cruelly opprcissed. He set 
forth the procodurcj he liad adopted and stated that he had appointed 
tahsildars to go into the kcinungo.s’ accounts and collect the revenue. 
There is a letter, dated the 9th January 1802, in which Eoutlcdge 
complained to the Eesident at Lucknow that the Nawab’s troops in the 
Gorakhpur district wt ro clamouring for pay and that their manner was 
most insolent. He had ascertained from the Commanding OflBcers that 
the arrears due to them were Rs. 55,528-2-6. Thti f roops in (|uestioii 
consisted of two bittalions of infantry, two Eisalas, Golandazos, 
Sowars and sebuu(!y attached to th(‘ artillery. Koulledge stated that 
bo deemed it most impoi’tant that these troops should leave the district 
at once to save expense and to allow the inhabitants of the desolate 
country to gain couiidcsioe. E-outledgc, as soon as he reached Gorakhpur, 
placed the biggoisi) maha jan in temporary charge of tho treasury, obtain- 
ing a guard from Lieutenant-Colonel Powell, Commanding at Gorakhpur. 
A letter, dated tho I4t,li of datiu iry 1802, st rit to tho Lieut enant-Gover¬ 
nor, gives an Jiccount of Eoutiedgo/s expcnhuioes at fforakhpui* and suh- 
mits the jama hhar(;h statemimt furnislied him by tiie Agent of Mir 
Kasim Ali Klian, tho Amil at Gorakhpur, who had not stopped to face 
Koiitledgo. That Aniil liad resorted to unusual Ojipression during the 
current year. The whole of th.o crojis and cattle and every sort of 
property which could be seized upon had lioen carried away. ]\laiiy of 
the people had left tlioir villages, wliile others had offered resistance. 
Koutle(lg(i writes : “Tnongh the uncultivated state of this province lias 
been long and genorally known, yet it so far exceeds all that could be 
imagine ! that 1 find it impossible by any description I can give to convey 
to you any rukajuate idea of its desolate state ; for 1 have been credibly 
informed that in one year alone 4,00,000 ryots emigrated from it and 
since then numbers have continued to emigrate and those who remained 
never cultivated the holdings to the extent they were capa])le of, from fear 
of oppression.'’ Some months later, Koiitledge reported: “Many villages 
can be discovered only by tanks and pucca wells and their names would 
have been unknown to me but for the established custom of recording 
them in the records of kanungosj’ In a letter of the 14th January, 
Eoutledge stated that even the seed grain of the ryots had been seized 
by the Amil. Routledge thought that the Amil had anticipated the 
cession of the province and hence determined to complete its desolation 



( 421 ) 


his own private advantage. Routledge reported that all the people, 
except one man who was ill, whom ho called upon to attend him had 
come and had expressed sincerest siitisfaction at the change which had 
taken place in the situation. Witli this letter Routledge submitted 
a number of statements. One of these sliows that the demand for 1208 F, 
for the province of Gorakhpur was Rs. 3,92,569 4, whereas the Amil 
ha/l extorted Rs. 5,59,237*13. Aiiotlier contains a list of the tahsildars 
Routledge had appointed. On tiu? 14th January, Routledge reported 
that as the town of Gorakhpur on account of its central situation 
appeared the best plac^e for his 8;ulr kutchcry, he had given directions 
for materials to be collected for the purpose of 1 uilding a kutchcry and 
treasury. 

Oil the 26th January, Routledge reported that ho had assumed 
the management of the proviuc.o of Goraklipur. He reported that 
less than one-third tlic demand for 1208 F. had been collected and 
that he had arrested some of the peo})le ho had failed to pay up their 
land revenue, lie added that these were men who had forcibly taken 
possession of a large part of the district. When one of them came to 
Routledge ho was attended by upwairda of 200 armed followers. 
In consequence, Routledge applied to Sir E. Raillie for an armed guard 
for these revenue prisoners. 

The state ol' Mahul was evtm worse than that (»f Gorakhpur. The 
Amil, Maiizur Reg, had co!lo(d-c*d less than ftli of the total demand 
and bad not remained to meet Routledge's tahsildars, so thai no at^oouiit 
could be obtainod Ifom him and the (Uilbivators had carried off almost 
everywhere the rice crop. Shoitl}^ after Routledge/s arrival at JVIahul he 
had tile Amil’s troops paraded and found iliat Rs. 3,840 wei’e due to 
them for arrears of pay. A number of the Mahul zamindars had erected 
mud forts. Routledge told these men that as the British GovernnKuit 
would only demand its just dues, they must destroy their forts within 
20 days and he directed the tahsildars to depute proyxu’ jicople to 
superintend the demobtion. Two of the zamindars made resistance. 
The talisildar reported that the Garhi or lort at Rurauwaiipur belonging 
to Borabjir Singh, was 3 bighas in lengtli and 2 bighas in width, en¬ 
vironed by a pit 3 yards wide and 4 yards deep and also by a hedge of 
interlaced bamboo. This fort was said to be defended by a body of 
nearly 50 armed men. Accordingly, Routledge requestsd Sir E. Baillie 
to send a special force to put the tahsildai in possession of this and other 
forts, the possessors of which, although repeatedly summoned, had 
refused to pay their land revenue. Routledge liad to apply to 
Lieutenant*Colonel Powell, Comniaiiding at Captainganj, to furnish 
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troops to deal with other contumacious zamindars. On the 20th of 
March 1802, Routledge reported that with the exception of Danniyal 
Singh who was giving trouble, the district was in the utmost state of 
trampiillity and that, as soon as guns arrived, Danniyal Singh^s fort 
would be destroyed. On the 29th March Routledge sent a list of the 
inufl forts in the Gorakhpur district. This showed that there were 44 
forts in all, of which 17 had been actually levelled, 13 were in process 
of being demolished and 14 of which the owners had given written 
agreements to demolish. 

Among the correspondence of 1802 there are statements of the 
established rate of the Rahdary Mahal on goods exported from the 
towns of Azamgarh, Ivopaganj, Mau, Maharajganj, together with the 
amount of collections and a statement showing the rates levied on 
exports and imports at the (.ustom Office at Azamgarh and at the Ghats 
of' Dohri and Maharnjgaiij dependent on it. 

On the 19th February, Routledge wrote from Azamgarh stating 
that he had found in conlinetnent on his arrival there 35 prisoners 
detained for arrears of rc^venue and 5 on criminal charges. Of the 
criminals he had ndeascHl 3, ]omisbed one with 20 stripes, and the 
fifth was still in custody. 

On the I6th of A])ril 1802, Routledge submitted a statement of his 
charges for iJie current monih which were as follows;— 

Rs. 


Payment to 1st and 2iid battalion of the 


Regiment stationed at Gor 


Azamgarh 

... 41,GOO 

PaynKMits to subiind}^ corps 

... 2,606 

Salary of the Collector, (;tc. 

2,500 

Estahlishiiicrit of the Magistrate 

1,034 

Establisment of the Judge ,,, 

621 

Total 

... 48,361 


akh[>ur 


13th 

and 


On the 13th of April, Routledge submitted an interesting letter 
on the kinds of rupees in circulation in the district and one on the 9th 
of May explaining how currency came into the district and suggesting 
the establishment of a mint at Gorakhpur. 

In his capacity as Judge, Routledge submitted periodical criminal 
returns to the Court of Circuit and transmitted copies of his proceedings 
in murder cases. Only the covering letters have been copied in the 
register and not the actual proceedings. On the 17th of April, Rout¬ 
ledge reported a case of female infauticidc and recommended that this 
be made a capital offence. 
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On tho 20th April, Routledge requested that an Assistant Sni'goon be 
added to his establishment as be was without medical aid and asked for 
Mr. Alexander Fraser who was then at Chnnar. Fraser was sent to him 
and joined the district in October, 1802. Fraser’s travelling allowance 
bill from Chnnar at the rate of R(‘. 1-1-0 a mile amounted to Rs. 172-2. 

There is a long report dated 25th of July, on the state of the dis¬ 
trict showing that it was perfectly traiupiil but that trade was in a wretched 
condition on account of rahdari duties. Routledge suggested their 
abolition and the fixing of duties to be levied at the principal markets. 
In this letter Routledge described the various imports and exports and 
intimated his opinion that the district would eventually yield a revenue 
of 80 lakhs and suggested that a gradually increasing should be 

fixed, as at that time the district was almost an entire wast(3. 

On th3 27th of August Routledge reported that his eutchery build¬ 
ings had been completed and consisted of two ranges ol upper roams, each 
range being 80 feet long and 20 find, broad ; they were joined iogetluir by a 
common stairijase. One range had two middle and two end rooms for 
Routledge’s oAvn oiitelu'ry and office ; the other range had the same number 
for tlie amla and mutasaddis. The lower range was used for the treasury 
and c.ourt rooms. Routledge^ reported that they were Ituilt w'ith the 
best materials. The cost of their construction, together w'ith the place 
ustul as jail, amounted to Rs. 7,241-5. This was sanctioned, but Rout- 
ledge was told that he ought to have sent up an estimate and obtained 
sanction before undertalving the building. 

At tins time Europeans were not allowc^d in the interior without 
a license and there is some COrrespondenco of the year 1802 with Mr. 
McLeish who began to build a bungalow^ at (Ru-tklipur and trade in tim¬ 
ber wdthout the permission of Governraont. McLeish hud to leave the 
district. 

In answer to a circular letter, Routledge reported, on the 8th of 
September 1802, that so far as he'was aware no force whatever had been 
entertained by the Amil of the Vizi-cr to preserve the peace of the country, 
but that Diisadlis were attached to the principal villages w ho were dviemed 
to be private servants of the zamindars and were employed as their 
watchiiKUi and mesaongers. These received for their maintenance a little 
land from the zan:iindar,s and small quantity of grain from the threshing 
floor of every ryot. As Routledge had not been able to obtiiin a copy 
of the kabuliat of any Amil, he could not say whcdlier they were res¬ 
ponsible for the police; but he could say that although robberies were 
often committed he had never heard of any Amil being asked to make 
restitution. 
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The correspondence about Butwal begins with a letter dated 30th of 
May 1802. Routledge reporte 1 that he had intended visiting Butwal but 
was prevented by ill-health. The Uaja of Butwal was residing in Nepal 
and Koutledge had to deal with his khazanchi. The khazanchi offered 
Rs. 20,000 as the jarati for the ensuing year Ivouiledge dornanded 

Rs. 40,000. Eventually Rs. 30,000 was a/reed upon. Routledge in explain¬ 
ing why he had to reduce his terms said that the rahi had already been 
reaped and the Raja had p.aid no revenue whatever to the Nawab for three 
or four years. On the 14th December 1802, Routledge reported that he 
had gone to Butwal early in November to settle matters with the Raja, 
and the Raja had sent his brother, Lai Bahadur, to meet him. As there 
wore no patwaris in Butwal, Routledge was not able to say what the gross 
jama was ; bur the slate of the district compared very favourably with 
that of Gorakhpur. “ It is,’’ writes Routledge, “ certainly in a high state 
of cultivation and the ryots in every village are numerous, but many of 
them formerly belonged to this district from whicdi they were driven by 
the oppression of the Ami Is, as the state of the two districts clearly 
evinces, Gorakhpur b dug almost an entire desert and Butwal, although 
extremely unhealthy, is nearly as well cultivated as Behar or Benares.” 
Routledge anticipated a, falling oil iii tiie cultivation of Butwal because 
he expected th(! refugees from Gorakhpur to rtiturn thither as tlu'y pre¬ 
ferred the water a,iid tdimate I hen of. Roullege gave also an account 
of the trade ol l>utwal. lie la'c.onuiiended that the Raja should be con¬ 
firmed in possession of his zamindari and stated that lie had committed 
the cnliri' (fnarge of the ])olice to his tahsildars. 

Miiafi tenures early attracted the attention of Routledjte. On the 
lOth of Oiaoher he reported tliat there were no fewer than 50,000 muafi- 
dars in the district and that he jiroposed to submit a list of these, with 
tlu'areas they held, the (late of their sanads, etc. He reported that he 
had arrested (me Radiiiiddin, who niencioned the existence of forged seals 
of the Nawabs Shiijamldaula, Asafuddaiila and Sadat Ali Khan and of 
Raja Tikait Rai and all the late (jhaklsdars. Tlio possessors of those seals 
made a track; of selling counterfeit sanads in order lo deceive the British 
Government. The holder of chak Taj[)ur admitted to Routledge that he 
held his land on a forged sanad. On the 29th of Dec(.mhcr Routledge 
forwarded the promised list of muafi holdings. (This list has not been 
copied into the register of letters issued). When Routledge received the 
list from his tahsildars and kanungos, he called the muafidars to hia 
court with their sanads saying that be would attach the land of those 
who failed to attend. Most of the grants were made by tlie Ainils and 
Rajas who had no authority to make such grants. Having examined the 
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sanads of the nuiafidars he e;»nfiriiiod in possession of those who produced 
sanads of the Vizier and who had ol)taiued possession of their lauds before 
the end of 1208 F. In the case of thus*' who could only show sauads of 
Aiuils nr RajaSj if they were old or infirm and had no other means of 
subsislencc, he confirmed su;;h for their life only; but if they wore stout 
and young meu he turned them out of their lands, liis action was 
approved by the Governn cut. 

Routleilgc found drunkenness so prevalent in Gorakhpur that, with 
effect from the 1st April 1802, ho prohihi'ed the manufacture and sale 
of liquor without a license. The lieeir^e foe fijied by Rout lodge was 14 
annas a day lor first class towns, 12 annas a day for second class 
towma and villages and 6 annas for third class villages. In the first five 
months over Rs. 14,,"500 was paid as duty. RoutIedge’s proposals were 
sanctioned. 

There is an interesting report dated the 28th October, giving an 
aetcount of the settlement of nwmnuo which Routledge had made, in 
accordance with the proclamation for a triennial settlement. The total 
figures were as follows : — 



Fmli yearn. 



Pts. a. p. 

1211. 

Rs. a. p. 

1212. 

Rs. a. p. 

Gorakhpur 

5,44,ri5;i 11 3 

iG,11.2,-)4 () 3 

7,12,216 5 0 

Azaingarh 

7,12.861 1 3 

|7,83.9()3 n G 

8.57,716 0 0 

Mowriaut Bbanjaii 

Maholi, Nawabganj, | 
Bhutwal. ... 

■2,98,844 14 3 

7.83,953 11 C 

j3,50,01G 0 6 

Total ... I 

1 

15,55,750 10 9 

21,70,171 13 8 

|l9,19,948 G 3 


The remainder of the correspondence of Routledge consists of reports 
and statements of the Customs and Town duties and sayar revenues, 
statements of collections and balances of the land revenue of tlui various 
parganas, statements of kanungos’ accounts, statement setting forth the 
establishments employed by the Collector, subscriptions to the Govern¬ 
ment 8, per cent, loan, indents for stationery, muster rolls of sebundy 
corps, takavi, the farming of the collection |c)f the duty on timber and 
appointments of tahsildars. 

On the 10th of January 1808, Routledge left the district to go to 
Calcutta for his health and was relieved, by Alexander Ross, who had 
joined Gorakhpur in July, 1802, as Assistant to the Collector. 

5G 
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The early correspondence of Koss is not nearly so interesting as 
that of Routledge ; in the first place Rout ledge had done the spade work 
and in the second Ross spent the first two or three months in feeling 
his way, after which his correspondence becomes more interesting. 

For the first six months of his tenure, the chief things of interest in 
the records are lists of the establishments of the various o65cers under 
the Collector. The monthly cost of the Collector’s office was Rs. 937, in¬ 
cluding a dewan on Rs. 200, an English writer on Rs. 150 and 100 
for contingencies. The post of Dewan was abolished in 1814. The 
Dewan seems to have been a kind of head clerk and sarishtadar. 
The total cost of the Custom House establishment at Gorakhpur and for 
the mufaasil chavikii amounted to Rs. 960 per mensem. Other interest¬ 
ing statistics furnished by Ross were the amout of commission of tahsil- 
dars and other expenses. At this time the Collector was also the Post¬ 
master. Until tli(! 18th September 1803, Ross was Judge and Magistrate 
as well as Collector. In his capacity of Judge, Ross reported on the 31st 
of August the murder of a whole family who cultivated the entire village. 
As the result of these murders theni was no one left to cultivate the 
village. 

In October 1803, some of the zamindars of Gopali patti with about 
100 followers plundered some villages in Azamgarh. The Commanding 
Officer, Captain Charron. attacked their forts; ho captured two but, losing 
one Bepoy killed and seven wounded in the attack on the third, he retired 
and waited for the arrival of cannon. Meanwhile, the zamindars evacuated 
the fort and relired to Oiidh, from where they made several raids. 

On the I8th of September, 1803, John Ahmuty took over the charge 
of the office of Judge and Magistrate and Ross remained only the 
Collector. 

The tahsildar a.s police officer was under the Magistrate and as 
revenue officer under the Collector, and this was sometimes a cause of 
quarrel. In 1808 there was a dispute between Ealfour, the Collector, 
and Ahmuty, the Judge and Magistrate. The Collector, subject to the 
sanction of the Board of Commissioners, dismissed a tahsildar. The last 
petitioned the Magistrate who seems to have sympathised with the tahsil¬ 
dar and translated and forwarded the petition to the Government. The 
Government sent it to the Board of Commissioners who called on the 
Collector to report. Whereupon tJie Collector was very angry and 
charged the Magistrates, senior and junior, Avith deceit and encouraging 
what they knew to be a false and scurrilous petition. The Collector 
was reprimanded for the strong language he had used. 
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The monsoon of 1803 was unfavourable and on the 8th of September 
Ross reported that the kharif crop was lost and that if rain did not fall 
it would not be possible to sow tiic rabi. Nine days lati'r he reported good 
rain with the result that the rabi was sown. The Board of Revenue 
called for fortnightly reports of prices and rainfall during the period of 
anxiety. This is almost the only mention of scarcity in Gorakhpur 
which has been singularly free from famines. The hxilure of the kharif 
crop le.l to difficulties regarding the revenue. On the 2Gth of November 
1803, Ross propose I a suspension of one-third of Aiighan and Pus kists to 
bo collected with the Pliagun and Chait kists. 

In ]004 Ross found it necessary to place a sazawal in charge of the 
collections of the hazuri farmers who were in arrears. In the same 
month he reported having suspended and arrested a tahsildar in arrears 
and aj)poiiited in his place a sazawal from whom he had taken security. 

On the 10th of November 1804, Ross reported that owing to drought 
much of the revenue was in arrears, especially in Azarrgarh, whore the 
assessment was severe and where hail had done much damnge to the rabi. 
Ross recommended a number of remissions of revenue. In cases where 
there had been embezzlement or misconduct Ross advocated sale of lands 
of the defaulters, saying, '‘Under tlK3 b)rmer Government, the Amils 
used the severest means and frequently inflicted torture to enforce pay¬ 
ment of the I’evenue. Acciistoined to such cruel treatment the mal- 
giizars consider it little or no hardship to be imprisoned in a comfortable 
jail, where they receive a daily allowance for their subsisierioe. They 
commonly remain in jail careless with regard to the payment against 
ibcin and considering themselves released from all responsihility for the 
payment of the remaining kists; their dependents withhold tlieir rents 
and embezzle and dissipate the produce of their lands. They are told 
that their estates will be sold but they will not bo convinced that this 
will happen until some sales actually take place.” 

The contingent bill for October, 1804, sent by Ross is reproduced 
in full (as are most other accounts) in the register of letters issued. 
This bill includes Rs. G01-4-0 for diet of prisoners confined for arrears 
of revenue from 10th October 180*3 to the 31st October 1804, at one 
anna a day. Two men had been confined for 12 months and 11 days. 

On the 25th of January 1805, Ross sent his first proposals for the 
sales of the lands of defaulting zaraindare. 

Three days previously, and again 15 days later, Ross reported suspen¬ 
sion of tahsildars in arrears. 

On 19th February 1805, Ross proposed remissions of Rs. 5,711-12-5 
of revenue in Azamgarh on account of the bad season of Fasli 1211. 
Many of the people owing revenue left the district to go to Oudh and 
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Boss had to write to the Besident about these. Previously Ross had 
reported to the Board of Revenue that so poor were the malguzars of 
Gorakhpur that the only security they could give was that of a Brahman 
who sat Dliurna at the doors of the defaulters. 

A great deal of the revenue oerrospondence throughout the period 
is connected with tlie sales of lands for arrears of revenue. In 1808 
the Board of Cornmission(.*rs enquired from Collectors their opinion as to 
the best means for pia'venting sales of land for arrears of revenue. 
Balfour, the Collector of Gorakhpur, advocated, (1) the establishment of 
the primogeniture, (2) the farming for 10 years of the estates that were 
1 year in arrears. 

In order to prevent sueh sales, tin; Board of Commissioners required 
nil Collectors to take security from zamindars. Balfour reported in 
1808 that liis zamindars eould not aflbrd to pay the exorbitant rates of 
necuritics. 

Tliere is a good deal of (;orrespondenee regarding claims to pensions 
granted by the jVawahs. These claims greatly exceeded the number 
shown in the schedule delivered by the Nawah to the Resident at 
Lucknow. Ross had to enquire into all these claims an 1 report upon 
them. There is some eorTospondoMce about naukar.. In 1200 the 
Nawab Vizier was entitled to naiikur to the ixl-eiit of Rs. 1,04,095-15-5 
ill the Gorakhpur district. 

(yoinage is another subject regarding which there is much correspon¬ 
dence. Wellesley ordered the Lucknow and Allahabad (Mjttyshaye) 
rnj)ees to be received at the same rate. The difl’erenee between the value 
of these was Rs. 2-4| per (;cnt. the Lucknow rupee bedng the more 
valuable. The result was that this last disappeared from circulation. 
Azamgarh, Maliul and Mowiiatbhaujan wmre skittled in Boiiaros rupees 
while Gorakhpur and Naw^'ibganj were settled in Lucknow sicca rupees. 
On account oi’ the ditlicully of crossing the G{)gra, the Azamgarh oolleo- 
tions u.^cd to he sent to the Benares treasury instead of to Gorakhpur. 
In October 1804, an order was issued that the Lucknow and Allahabad 
rupees would no longer bo received at t he same value, that the latter 
were to he received at their curnmt value. Ross pointed out that this 
varied from day to day and would give rise to complications. He sugges¬ 
ted that a fixed rate of exchange of Rs. 2-8-0 per cent, should be estab¬ 
lished. The effect of the order of Government was that between the 11th 
and 31st October 1804, the rate of exchange in Gorakhpur bazar fell 
from Bs. 2-8-0 to 4 per cent. Owing to wars in India, Government was 
\ ery short of money. This is evidenced in the correspondence. On 
the 4th August 1804, the Collector was requested not to pay any 
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salaries to persons on the Civil Establishment drawing Rs. 30 per mensem 
and upwards till the arrears of the army should be cleared off. In May 
1805, the Collector wrote to the Military Secretary to the Commander- 
in-Chief pointing out the inconvenience caused. He received a reply 
authorising him to borrow money on behalf of Governim'nt. The 
Collector replied in October 1805, that there was not a man in the whole 
district able to advance Rs 10.000. 

In December 1804, a patriotic fund was opened and subscriptions to 
this were received at Gorakhpur and reported by the Collector. 

The correspondence contains monthly reports of the subscriptions to 
the 8 per cent, loans of 1803 and 1804 and the 10 per cent, loan of 1805. 
The names of the subscribers are given in.the correspondence. Many of 
the officials drew only a part of their salary taking the rest in the form 
of loan. All the surplus l)alancoa had to bo sent to the Collector of 
Allahabad in 1804 and 1805 for the use of the troops in Bundelkhand 
and the records give details of these remittances. 

Much of the early corres|)ondonce is taken up with the affairs of 
Butwal. The Raja was forcibly detained in Nepal. In November 1804, 
Ross reported that tlie liaja was Rs. 30,239-1-0 in arrears and that the 
Raja’s brother reported that his elfects had been plundered by the 
Nepalese. 

The Nepalese claimed Butwal as their territory and this was the 
cause of the .Ne})al War in 1815. For further accounts of Butwal soo 
judicial letters issuer 1. 

The Raja of Nepal was the zaraindar of taluka Sheoraj Bandar. 
\Tho assessment of this by the Vizier’s Amils was Rs. 2,G5G-11~0 a year. 
In 1804 Ross reported that the Raja of Nepal had paid nothing for the 
Fasli years 1209 to 1211. 

On the 12th of February 1805, Ross gives an interesting account of 
the history of the tappa obtained from the Sudder and Mufassil Kanun- 
gos’ accounts. 

The Raja of Nepal first obtained possession of Tappa Sheoraj Bandar 
in 1195 Fash. The following is a statement, taken from Rosa's report, 
of the assessment and the land revenue paid during the period 1195 to 
1207 

Year. Jarna. 

Rs. 

1195 1.025, all realised. 

1196 1,142, Rs. ],100-10-0 realised. 

1197 No sGitlement. The Raja refused. 

1198 501, but nothing realised. 

1199 No settlement. 
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Year. Jama. 

Rs. 

1200 601 was collected from the ryots by an armed force. 

1201 401, all realised. 

1202 575, do. 

1203 647, Rs.l32-12-0 realised. 

1204 747, ivalised with assistance of Raja of Bansi. 

1205 1,154-12-0 realised wirh assistance of Raja of Bansi 
’ who carried oil cattle and effects, 

1206-7 Nothing realised, the Amils having failed to secure 

payment while the crops were on the ground. 

This is typical of the laud revenue administration under the Nawab’s 
Government, 

There is nnich interesting correspondence regarding customs revenue. 
On the 3rd September 1(S04, Ross submitted to the Board of Revenue a list 
of duties levied at (l e various ganjes, with average monthly collections. 
They were (u)lle(^ted »b 24 places and brought in sume 2,300, a year, while 
the cost of colleilioii was about Rs. 500. Tue records give morithlj| state¬ 
ments of the colh'ctions on /u*,count oi customs duties at the Custom house at 
Gorakhpur, daily r(!ceipt.s being shown. The monthly receipts on account 
of Customs varied fi'oni a little over Ks. 2,000 to a little under Ks. 7,000, 
the eollectioiis beiru.> much luaivier in the cold than in the hot weather. 
Tlie costs of the Customs establishment amounted to about Rs. 2,000 a 
month. 

On the 21sb of January 1805, Ross wrote a most interesting report, 
over 35 pages iiilmigth, on the kanungos of his district. Ho recommend¬ 
ed that two kannugos should be appointed in each large pargana and 
one in each small pargana, thereby cfFecting a reduction in their number. 
He suggested that the kanungos appointed should be only temporary 
until they had coniph'ted the ensuing triennial settlement, in order to 
induce them to enter true statements of the rents received by the zamin- 
dars. When the British assumed the administration the kanungos of the 
district claimed nearly half a lakh of arrears on account of their commission. 
Routlodgo had paid them about Rs. 19,000. Ross reported that they had 
been paid nothing on account of the fasU years 1210 and 1211 and, as 
their nankar lands were often uncultivated, most of them were in distress 
and Ross proposed to advance them money. In the Gorakhpur district, 
but nob in Chakla Azamgarh, there were both Sadr and Mufassil 
Kanungos. The Sadr Kanungo used to attend the Amil’s court, attest 
the annual accounts, give information regarding estates and examine and 
at;tcst the revenue statements of the mufassil kanungos. They employevd 
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gumastas being themselves nob qualified to discharge their duties. Ross'a 
proposals were that the mufas^il kanungos should ba paid fixed salaries 
and he suggested salaries varying from Rs. 20 to Rs. 75 per mensem 
according to the qualification of the man. 

On the 30th January 1805, Ross sent in an interesting report on tho 
salt produced in Gorakhpur. “ It is, ’’ he writes, “ of the very coarsest 
kind and is only given to cattle or used for curing leather. " Nunias 
who manufactured it paid the malguzars an annual duty on each ahree 
or salt pan. The duty varied from four annas to one rupee per pan. 

The Nawab’s Government did not tax salt in Gorakhpur. As tho 
malguzars were not willing to pay extra jama on account of their receipts 
from salt, Ross made his tahsildars collect the tax direct from tlie nunias. 

The alphabetical lists of subjects dealt with in tlio revenue series of 
letters reeeiverl give an idea of the other subjects covered by this inter¬ 
esting series. In addition to the subjects mentioned there, tlie following 
may bo noticed. Monthly account of revenue colled ions and explanations 
of the revenue balances due, statements of military bills paid, statements, 
etc., regarding the Provincial Battalion, lists of land held amani because 
no one could be found to accept the settlement, civil suits, stationery 
indents, and, from 1842, the annual administration report for the district. 

As has already been remarked, in the early days the Collector was 
Postmaster and in Gorakhpur he remained Postmaster until a few 
years previous to the Mutiny. There is some interesting correspoiidenco 
about the district dak. Gorakhpur had its own peculiar system of district 
dak. A small rateable assessment was collected along with the land 
revenue and all letters to and from the persons in th() district were 
curried free of charge. When, in 184G, the Govirnnuuit proscribed 
another system of district dak, the Collector, H. C. Tucker, objected to 
the new rules saying that they interfered with the existing very 
inefficient dak and system of assessment. 

(Series//.—Miscellaneous letters issued by the Colh.otor to officers 
other than the Commissioners and Superintendent ofStarnps, 15 volumes. 

The earliest letter is of September, 1818, and the last of October, 
1855. Prior to July, 1834, there are many gaps in the correspondence ; 
after that date the series is continuous. The nature of tho contents of 
these letters is the same as that of revenue letters issued, series II, with 
the exception that the present series does not include letters issued lo 
the Superintendent of Stamps. 

Series ///.—Letters issued to the Superintendent of Stamps, from 
September, 1845 to July, 1848, and February, 1851 to January, .1854, 
two volumes. 
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This series is of little geucrul interest. It deals with indents for 
stamps, sales of stamps, duties on stamped documents, fines and penalties 
for documents executed on plain paper or insufficiently stamped, 

/F.—Letters sent by the Deputy Collector to the Commis' 
sioner, November, 1836 to December, 1838, one volume. 

On the 28th of November 1836, Mr. A. Shank, Deputy Collector, was 
appointed to investigate cases under Regulations 11 of 1819 and III of 
1828 in the Gorakhpur district. His enquiry related to rent-free tenures. 

In June, 1837, Shank wassucceeded by J. Brewster. In October, 1837, 
Brewster wassucceeded by 1). G. Timins who worked till December, 1838, 

There is not much of interest in this series, wliich is composed chiefly 
of monthly statements of cases decided by the Deputy Collector, except 
two settlement reports of Timins, one dated the 20th February, 1838, 
relating to pargana Mhowlee, and the other, bearing no datt‘, relating to 
pargana Hnsseiipoor. 

Nenes F.—Letters issued regarding the Raj Sattassee estate, .1822- 
1831, one volume. 

This estate was under the Court of Wards, and the present scries con¬ 
sists of office copies of letters written by the Collector in his capacity of 
manager of the (h)urt of Wards. 

{b) Judicial Letters. 

Series I .—Letters issued by tht; Magistratte This series consists of 
17 volumes and date.s from February, 1806, hut the correspondence is by no 
means eoutiniious. Tjuso are no letters of any of the following periods 
April, 1808 to Deceinber, 1809, June, the 8th, 1814 to July, 1819, Novem¬ 
ber, 1822 to.,May 1825, October, 1831 to June, 1833, December, 1838 to 
May, 1839, 8e})t6m!)er, 1840 to August, 1842, February, 1841, to April 
1845, April, 1853 to January, 1855. 

For an account of tlie general nature of the Judicial letters received, 
the reader is relerred to the accrount given of the judicial letters received 
in the Collector's record room at Mirzapur. 

Among matters of local interest dealt with in this series, mention 
may be made of the following; on the 4th of February, 1806, ihe Magistrate 
writes that 6 companies of regular troops (2 at Azamgarh, 2 at Captain- 
ganj, 2 at Gorakhpur), together with the Provincial Battalion would 
bo fully adequate to repress further encroachments of the Nepalese and 
eventually to expel them. Ahmuty estimated that the Nepalese force 
consisted of 1,500 and 7 small guns in the town of Butwal and between 
1,000and 1,200 to the westward of it. They had also troops on the hills, 
Ahmuty asked for two six-pounders or smaller guns and a few golandazos 
to instruct the Provincial Battalion in the management of the guns. 
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Oa the 5th March, 1808, Ahmiity complained that banditti from Oudh 
headed by Bhagwan Knar had attacked the tahsildar’s court at Nawab* 
ganj. . 

On the 14lh of April Ahrnuty reported that a Nepalese force had com© 
into Gorakhpur but returned peaceably when tho Magistrate prohibited 
further advance. 

Oa llic 13bh May Ahmuty reported the munler of the Raja of Nepal 
and the Raja of Butwal. 

The records of 1.814 are interesting because they relate to the aggres¬ 
sions of the Nepalese which led to the War of 1815. Sir Roger Martia 
was then Oollcctor and Lieutenant-Colonel liichardsou comuiaiied the 
troops. 

On the 15 th of Aj^ril, the Police refused to go into Butwal because 
they said their barkandazos were ill-armed. 

On the 24th April, the Magistrate reported that the Nepilose had 
threatened the British police oHicers, so tliat Richardson had (l('.cided to 
advance towards the hills. 

On the 12th of May, Idartin. eiujuirod from Government whether, in 
the event of the Nepaleasc^ attacking in the rains, the military should 
advance at once at the risk of getting fever and secure tho crops or 
wait till November. 

On the following day he reported that 300 Ncpalos(! had attacked 
the thana at Sheoraj wounding two men, and suggested that military 
barrseks be criicted at Lauton to enable the detaehmeiit to remain there 
during the rains, otherwise the Nepalese would resume tlie territory. 
Eight d'lys later he reported that, in order to protect Butwal during 
the rains, he had posted 1)0 barkaiidazes at Sheoraj, the most distaiib 
thana and 50 at eacdi ol’ the following : Palli, Lauton, Nmliaul and Ban.si. 

On the 20th of May the regulars were recalled but, at tho request (if 
Richardson, Martin sent 27 of the Nizainat sepoys to Shcioinj and 30 to 
Sanarah and 30 to Sunaiili. These had, since the disbandment of the 
Provincial Battalion in 1807, been used-to guard prisoners. Marlin 
asked Richardson to supply them with ball ammunition and flints. 

On the 31st May, Martin rc'porfced that on the 20th the NG])aU'Se had 
attacked the three thunas killing, among others, the two daroghas. 
The Nepalese force consisted of regulars and of men armed with bows and 
arrows. Martin asiced t.lie Commanding Officer to permit Lieutonanb 
Jenkins with two companhj.s to accompany him to Lauton re-estahli^h tho 
thana there, the daroghas having lied in alarm. Marlin had decided 
that it was useless to retain the advanced tlianas and that the whole force 
should be conecntrat('.d at Lauton. ]iepropus<‘d to put 75 barkandazcK 
there. The casualties caused by the Nepalese in their attack were 18 

57 
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ivillod and 4 wounded. Some men were murdered by the Nepalese after 
they had surrendered to them. 

On the 4th June Martin reported that the Nepalese were using 
poisoned arrows. 

On the 6th June he reported that the cliauki of Rerah had been 
attacked by the Nepalese and the thanadar, his brother and two barkan- 
dazes had been killed. 

On the 8th June Martin reported that a large body of Nepalese horse ^ 
and foot had entered pargana Ransi and he requested Richardson to send 
a military force there, saying that on their arrival all the Nizaraac sepoys 
would be sent to support the thiinas of Lauton, Palli and Nichaiil. 

Hriforlunatoly this interesting correspondence stops lu;re and there is 
a gap 111 the records until July 1819, 

i<eruH 1L —L(!tters issued by the Magistrate to the Commissioner— 
VoT tJie nature of these the reader is referred to the account of the 
judicial records in the record room at Mirzapur. 

(c) Miscellaneous records. 

1. There is a large \a.)lume containing copies of certain letters 
issued by tlu^ Magistrate from 1803 to 1819. These copies are not 
invarichly ai rangcal chronologically and someof the letters copied have not 
been dated. As has biicn remarked, the importance of the volume lies 
in t he fact that it contains copies of some of the letti'rs of whic^li t he 
originals have been destro^’ed. Among such copies may he mentioned 
th(j following appertaining to the year 1803. 

2. A letter, dated the I8th vSeptember, 1803, in wdiich J. Ahiuuty 
inlorms the Judges of the Court of Appeal and Circuit that he reeeived 
<-liarg(' of tlie oOicu' ol‘ Judge and Magistrate of Goraklipur from Mr. Ross 
on the 1st September, 1803. 

3. A letter, dated Soth Septiuiiber, 1803, addressed to General Lord 
Lake, (-ommander-in-Chief at Delhi, informing him that band of 
pluriderei’s under the leadership of the notorious Sorabjit Singh wcie 
committing depredations in the vicinity of the Company's territories and 
roqnesting him to send troops to prevent any mischief being done in the 
( -ompany’s territories. It also sttited that some of the zamindars of Man 
wert' displaying a refractory disposition and enlisting armed men in their 
serviee. ()/i th(‘2tlth October, 1803, Ahmuty wrote to the Commercial 
Lesideut at Man and Azamgarh expressing his concern at the behaviour 
of the refractory wu'avers of Man. There are several letters addressed 
to the Resident at Lucknow asking him to request the Nawab Vizier to 
punish people who laid committed depredations in the Company’.s 
territory. 
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There is an undated letter addressed to Captain McLeod, Command¬ 
ing the Gorakhpur Provincial battalion, informing him that as it was 
necessary to destroy a fort occupied by refractory zamiadara, Ahinuty 
had directed Captain Charroii to demolish the fort. 

There is a fragment of a letter, dated the 22nd November, 1803, 
addressed to John Fombelle, Secretary to Government in the depart 
merit of the Ceded Provinces, on the subject of the Police, in which Ahmiity 
stated that the Kotwali establishment at the cities of Gorakhpur and 
Azamgarh was inadequate and suggested the following establishment for 
Gorakhpur :— 

A Kotwal on Ra. 40, a naib on Rs. 15, ton barkandazes at Rs. 4 each, 
one Jamadar on Rs. 5 and nine peons on Rs. 3 each. 

For Azamgarh :— 

A Kotwal on Rs, 30, a naib on Rs. 10, six barkandazes on Rs. 4 
each, one jamadar on Rs. 5 and nine peons on Rs. 3 each. 

There is a letter, dated the 5th November, 1814, from J. Wilkinson, 
the Magistrate, addressed to John Adam, the Secretary to Gov(U*nment, 
stating that M. Chailett was intriguing with Nepal and suggesting that 
he be directed to proceed to Chaiidernagore. At the end of 1815, there 
is some correspondence regarding the proposed transfer to Jaunpur of 
that part of Gorakhpur which lay to the south of the river Dehwa. On 
the nth of December, 1815, Messrs. W. A. Brooke and C. Smith stated 
that if the transfer were made they thought it would be necessary, in order 
to relieve the already hard-worked Judge and Magistrate, Jaunyjur, to 
appoint a Joint Magistrate who should at the same time be Register 
with full powers at Azamgarh. 

A letter, dated the 30th August, 1816, informs Sir Roger Martin, 
Magistrate of Gorakhpur, that the Governor General in Council had 
appointed Mr. Arislie to the office of Additional Register of Gorakhpur 
to he stationed at Azamgarh with powers of joint magistrate within that 
part of the district of Gorakhpur which is situated to the south of the 
(ffigra. 

The titles of th.e other miscullaneous registers are self-exjilaiiatory. 

V.—Table showing contents of bastas. 


Number of 
baata. 


Number of 
volumes it 
con ta. ills. 


Nature of volumes. 


Letters received by Collector 
Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 


] 80*2—1803 
ms—1812 

1812—1817 
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I 


Number of 
ba&ta. 


6 

r» 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

18 

14 

15 

.10 

17 

18 
10 
20 
2J 
22 
23 

2‘1 

20 

20 

27 

2H 

20 

30 


Number of 
volume it 
contains. 


Nature of volumes. 


Letters received by Collector 
Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto .. 

l>itto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

I>itto ditto .. 

Miscellaneous revenue letters received 
^ Ditto ditto 

5 3 volumeB of circulars to Magistrate .. 

( 1 volume of letters regarding Thuggee and Dacoity 
Miscellaneous letters received hy Magistrate 
^ 4 volumes of letters to Magistrate from Commis- 
5 siciier 

(. 1 volume of correspondence relating to the Mutiny 
Revenue letters issued to Hoard of Commissioner 
Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Misccllane(»us letters issued by Collector 
Ditto ditto 

/ 8 volumes of ditto 

^ 1 volunu* of loiters issued by Deputy Collector .. 

) 2 volumes of letters sent to fcjupcrintendont of 
(. Stamps 

Le.tter.s issued by Magisti-.ite 
Ditto 

f f'l volumes ditto 

t .1 voluuK^ ditto to Commissioner .. 

Register of ]»fty and pension abstracts 
JMiHee.Ilanoous registers 

Copies of corrospondenco .. .. : 


1817—1822 
1822—1827 
1827-1832 
1832—1835 
1835—1830 
1830—1845 
1845—1850 
1850—1857 
1802—1820 
182(5—1854 


1801—1807 

1807—1810 

1819—1827 

1827—1834 

1834- 1849 
1840—1850 
1818—1835 

1835— 1849 
1850—1855 


1800—1828 
1828—1844 
1845—1858 


A L—List of Collectors of Gorakhpur from 1808 to 1856. 

iNamc ot incumbent 

(ajlleclors, diidLfe.s and ]\Iagistriite.s. '* 


26th Decendicr, 1801... 
10th January, 18();l ... 

18th September, bSOo... 
16th February, 1806 ... 
20th March, 180() 

14th Jauuary, 1811 ,., 
15th August, 1811 
ind November, 1815... 
1st November, 1816... 
2Sth 0 ctober, 1818 


J. Koiitbulgu 
A. boss 

Collectors. 
A, boss 
David Scott... 

F. ball’our ... 
Thomas Brown 
J. W. Grant (died) 
A. X.Forde ... 

M. bicketts ... 

J, Carter 


lOtli January, 180.‘b 
bSth Se]>tember, 1803, 

IGtli February, 180G, 
20th March, 1806. 

14tb January, 1811. 
15th August, 1811. 
31st October, 1815. 
lat November, 1816. 
28th October, 1818. 

19111 December, 1826. 





( « ) 


WlhDscember, 1826... W. J. Conolly 15H June, 1827. 

15th June, 1827 ... A. Gumming.,. ... Cth August, 1827. 

6th August, 1827 ... James Armstrong (died)... 10th September, 1835, 

11thSeptember, 1835 A. P. Currie... ... 16th December, 1835. 

16th December, 1835... E. A. Koade 14th November, 1844. 

14thNovember, 1844 H. C. Tucker ... 2ad January, 1850. 

2nd January, 1850 ...C. Chester ... ... 22nd February, 1855. 

22ndFebruary, 1855... W, S. Paterson ... 22ud January, 1856. 

* Tiiis List has beoncorapilcd by Chaudhiiri Mohibulla, Deputy Collector, 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 


THE PEE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE MAGIS¬ 
TRATE AND COLLECTOR. BASTI- 

The Basti district formed part of the Gorakhpur district until 1865. 
Most of the Basti pre-mutiny records are therefore in the record room of 
the Collector of Gorakhpur. Records relating to Basti also occur in the 
oflBces of the Commissioner of the Gorakhpur and Benares divisions. On 
the formation of the Basti district a number of pre-mutiny settlement 
records were transferred to the record room of the newly formed district. 

These settlement records liave been bound up in 82 volumes and fall 
into six series— 

Series I ,—Village statements of the year 1830 ... 29 volumes, 

,, II ,—Annual statements of 1830 ... G ,, 

„ ///.—General statements in acres of 1830 ... 9 ,, 

,, IV ,—Police register's of 1830 ... 8 ,, 

,, V .— General village registers of 1830 ... 3 „ 

,, VI ,—Plans of villagea surveyed in the year 1836, 27 • ,, 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 


THE PRE-MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE COMMIS¬ 
SIONER OF THE KUMAUN DIVISION. 

L—Origin of the Commissionership. 

II. —General nature of the Kecords. 

III. —Classification of the Records. 

IV. —Indices and lists. 

V. —How to find a Record. 

VI. —Descriptive account of the Records. 

VII. —Table showing contents of bastas. 

—Tho rooorcls in this record room include in addition to those relating to the 
Kumaun division, Dohra Dun records between 1825 and 1820. 

I.—Origin of the Commissionership. 

Although the treaty by which Kuinaun was ceded to the British was 
not signed till the December 2nd, 1815, the actual administration was 
carried on by the British from May, 1815, and, for some months pre^ 
viously to that, the British were in actual possession of Kumaun. On 
the May 8rd, 1815, the Secretary to the Government wrote from Fateh- 
garb to tho Hon. Edward Gardner, directing him to assume tho 
official designation of Commissioner for the affairs of the Kumaun and 
Agent of the Governor General. 

Almora was the headquarters of Kumaun. On the July 8th, 1815, G. 
W. Traill was :ippointed Assistant Commissioner, lie reached Almora 
on the 22od of August, 1815. 

Gardner was engaged chiefly in the political duties, Traill looked 
after the revenue and the settlement of Kumaun and Garhwal. After 
he had settled Kumaun he was deputed to superintend the settlement of 
public revenues of the current year and the necessary arrangements of 
revenue and police lor the full introduction of the authority of the British 
Government in those pargaunas of Garhwal which liail been loceiitly 
annexed to tho proviuee of Kumaun. The revenue assessed by him for 
both Kumaun and Garhwal for the year 1815-0 was sonat Rs. l,2o,JG0-G-o- 

In October, 1810, Kumaun was placed under the Board of Commis¬ 
sioners. 

With eflect from the 1st of August, 1817, Traill was appointed Com^ 
missioner of Kumaun on Rs. 1,500 per mensem. He had been officiating 
as such for about a year, Gardner having been transferred in April, 1816, 
to take up the duties of Resident at Nepal. 

Regulation X of 1817 provided for the administration of criminal 
justice in Kumaun. Shortly after this Regulution had been promulgated. 
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Mr. G. C. Master, Judge and Magistrate of the city of Dacca “ having 
proceeded for the rec30very of his health to the hills situated between the 
Jumna and the Sutledge” was directed to try the persons committed for 
trial** by the officers employed under the authority of Major-General 
Ochterlony in civil duties” and on completion of this duty to proceed to 
Almora *‘ to conduct the trial of the prisoner named Muchee as well as 
any other persons who may be committed for trial.” He was told that 
should he hnd it necessary to refer to the Nizamut Adawlut any of the 
trials conducted by him, he should furnish that court with full information 
regarding the local laws and usages formerly in force for the punish¬ 
ment of offences of the nature of those with which the prisoners may be 
charged. 

In order to put Traill on an equality with Collectors and Judges 
and Magistrates in the Coded and Conquered provinces, his salary w'.s 
raised to Rs. 2,500 in March, 1825. lie relinquished his office on the 
December 81 st, 1885. 

There have nob l)een many changes in the area of the Kuinaun divi¬ 
sion since the ])rovineo was first conquered, exc(q)t in the boundaries 
between it aud Bijnor and Moradabad. Tlie only important change in 
the area was tlui addition of the Dehra Dun to the province. 

In 1824 the 11 on. 8. Shore r(q)rcsented that the inhabitants of the Dun 
were so uncivilized that the rules and regulations made for the people of 
the plains were (piitc uiisuit(‘d to them. The result was that in 1825 
Dehra Dim was removed from the jurisdiction of the Collector of Saha- 
ranpur and added lo that of the Commissioner of Kumaiin. At the 
same time the affairs of tlie Garhwal Raj wmre entrusted to the Superin¬ 
tendent of idle Dun. Dehra Dim only remained under the (h)mmissioner 
ol Kuinaun uiiUl 1820, ]»ut after the S(q)xration of the Dun from Kumauu 
the Superintendent of the Dun (•ootiimed to be Political Agent lor the 
allairs of the Gnrhwal Raj. It was not until the end of 1842 that the 
ehargii ol' the Garhwal political agem^y was retransferred to the Commis¬ 
sioner of Kuinaun. The (;ories])oi>dcuco of the Superintendent of Dehra 
Dun in his capacity as Political Agent for Garhwal is now in the record 
room of tlu^ Commissioner of Kuinaun. 

In 1881) the province of Kuinaun was divided up into the districts of 
Garhwal and Kumauu each under a Senior Assistant Commissioner having 
the same powers as a Collector in the plains. 

II.—General nature of the Records. 

The Kumaiiri records arc very complete and are of more importance 
than those in most record rooms, because the administration of Kuinaim 
was on })cculiar lines, Kumauu being an extra-regulation province, the 
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control of the Board of Revenue was not so strict as in the case of ther 
districts in the plains subject to the ordinary regulations. The officer-in- 
chargo of Kiiinaun was designated a Commissioner and had special 
powers as such. The records deal not only with the administration of 
Kumaiin from the date of its conquest in 1815 but with the events that 
led up to this and the Gurkha war. 

The records also include many of a general nature. The original 
letters received have been classified in the manner set forth in paragraph 
3 and have been pasted in guard books. Each lett^er issued was copied 
into a register at the time it was written. Thus, in order to follow cor¬ 
respondence between any two officers, two s(‘ries of records—the receipt 
series and the i.ssne series—have to be consulted. 

The value of the Kumauri records is well stated by Atkinson {GazeU 
leer iV.-lk. Hirnahjaii disfriefs, volume 1. page 684). 

“For the history of Kiimaun under the*. Brilisb the materials are ample 
and sufficient in themselves to form a, volumi! lull ol’ interest and instruc¬ 
tion. Thi'y show the means whereby a peculiar people sunk in the 
uttermost depths of ignorance and apathy, the result of the years of 
oppression and misrule, have been indiKaKl by the patient and intelligent 
eflorts of a lew Englishmen, to commence agahi their national life. 
They show how whole tracts where formerly the tiger and the elephant 
reigned supreme have now yiidded to the plough and waters that not long 
since went to feed the deadly swamps are novv confined in numerous 
channels to irrigate the waterless tracts wliicdi increasing population 
brings into cultivation. The Idstory ofKumaiiu under the British is om? 
that will amply repay the study and assist, ns in understanding the prin¬ 
ciples on which western civilization can be best introduced among our 
many balf-civilizcd Indian communities,’' 

As most of the letters have been indexed, calendered or listed, the 
records are comparatively easy to manipulate. The nature of the indices, 
etc., is explaini d in paragraph 4. 

Some of the more important records have been printed :— 

(a) In 1824, the important letters relating to the Gurkha War of 
1815 were printed by order of the Court of Propri(U,ors of 
East India Stock. This volume, which is in the Jihrary of the 
Im})erial Record Department at Calcnita, is entiilod Papers 
respcctivg f}i,e Nejmd War, 

(h) OfficAal Reports on the Proviitrs of Kninattn contains 

that officer’s final settlement report and the history of the 
previous ecttlcnicnt.s. 

58 
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(c) Students of Kumaun records will find Whaliey’s Tkt Law of 
Extra-regulation Tracts subordinate to the Government of 
the North-Wcfitern Provinces, very helpful, nearly 200 pnges 
of ic being devoted to Kumaun and the Tarai. 

Whallcy gives— 

(1) a short summary of the history of Kumaun under the British 

Government; 

(2) a chronological table of the more important matters affecting the 

judicial and r(ivenue administration of Kumaun, with the date 
of each ; 

(Jl) extracts from some of the most important records. 

Whalh^y’s summary of the history of Kumaun forms the basis of the 
account of Kumaun given in both AlkinsoiTs and Nevill’s Gazetteers. 
It is on tho whole accurate, although herti and there a mistake lias crept 
in which rea})p(!ar.s in the gazetlecrs. For e:\amplo, VVhalley states that 
crime in Kumaun was so rare that “ for some years it w’as not found 
necessary to invest any officer with judicial powers of a Commissioner ” 
under Beguialion X of 1817. As a nritier of fact, Mr. Masters, a judge 
on leave in the hills, was appointed such a Commissioner in 1818. 

III.—Classification of the Records. 

The arrangement ol the records ieave.s a good deal to bo desired. 
When llie records were rol oiind somt! years ago, it was not deemed expe- 
dimit to disturb the existiig arrangement, as to do so would liave rendered 
th(j indices, etc., useless. The following is the classification. 

(1) Lettn'ti received — 

(a) Miscellaneous letters received— 

^eri,e8 1 .—All letters received between 1814 and 1823 and the bulk 
of the letters received from 1823 to 1856, 110 volumes. 
Series II. —Miscellaneous letters received from 1823 to 1852, 3 
volumes. 

(h) Political letters received— 

Se/ ies I. — Letters received by the Commissioner of Kumaun relat¬ 
ing to the Garhwal Knj, 1815-24, 1 volume. 

Series II. —Political letters received by the Superintendent of 
Delira Dun, 1831-41, 2 volumes. 

Series ///.—Letters received by the Commissioner of Kumaun, 
1840-50, 4 volumes. 

((•) Settlement letters received— 

Series I, —Letters received by Mr. Batten, 1837-43, 2 volumes. 
Series II ,—Letters received by the Commissioner of Kumaun from 
all officers other than the Settlement Officer, 1837-42, 1 
vol umo. 
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(II) Letters issued-— 

{a) llevciiiue letters issued, 1815—58, 24 volumes. 

(b) Judicial letters issued, 1815-58, 21 volumes. (The earlier jiuHcial 

letters were copied out in eitner the register for revenue or 
the register for political letters). 

(c) Political letters issued, 1814-47, 6 volumes. ' 

(d) Settlement letters issued, 1837-43, 4 volumes. 

(III) Files- 

(1) Correpondence relating to Kumaun Bhabar. 

(2) „ ,, „ the claim of Kaja Sheoraj Singh to 

certain Terai parganas. 

(IV) Register of establishment, pay abstracts, pension lists, abkari 

statements and deposits, 1854-57. 1 volume. 

(V) Diary and index volumes, 18 volumes. 

The following table shows the corresponding letters of the issues and 
receipts series. 

Letters received. ' Letters issued. 

Misceilaneous. 

Series 1 (a) Revenue letters issued. 

(b) Judicial letters issued. 

(c) Political letters issued, volumes 1 and 11. 

Series II (a) Revenue letters issued, 182:M(Sr)5. 

{h) Judicial Ditto. 

Settlement* 

Series 1 {d) Settlement letters issued, volumes I to IV. 

Series II (ri) Settlement letters issued, volumes 1 to 111. 

Political. 


Date c.f 



corros- 

pondenco. 

Nature of correspoudenoo. 

Where to bo found. 

1815-24 

- 1--- 

Garhwal 

Political letters roceivod, series 1. Political lottors 
issued, volume III. 

1815-20 

All correspondenoe 

other than above. 

Miscellaneous letters received, series I. Political 
letters issued, volumes I and II. 

1821 

Ditto 

Miscollaueous letters received, series I. Revenue 
letters issued. 

1822-24 

Ditto 

Miaocllaneous letters rocoivod, senes I. Judicial* 
letters issued. 

1824-31 

All correspondonce 

Misoellaneous letters reooived, aeries I. JuQioial 
letters issued. 

1831-41 

Letters rweivod by the 
Superintendent of 

Debra D in 

Political letters received, serios II. Politiciil letters 
issued, volume IV. 

1640-41 

Letters to Commis- 
sionor, Kumaun. 

Political letters received, series HI. Re\caueletters 
issued. 

1842-4'i 

Ditto 

Miscellaneous letters received, series 1. X ulitioal 
letters issued, volume V. 

1847-59 

j Ditto .. ! 

Political letters received, series III. Political 
letters issued, volume VI. 
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IV.—Indices and lists. 

A good deal of indexing and listing has been done to the Kumaun 
records. There are 10 volumes which have been labelled index volumes 
and 8 volumes of diary lists. 

Tnd(f^ volume no. /.—This printed volume is not an index but 
consists of annual lists of the more important letters belonging to 
miscellaneous letters received, series I, between 1814 and 1842 inclusive. 
Krieh annual list shows the number of the volume in which the letters 
in question are bound up. A reference to the table given in the contents 
of tlie bastas at the end of this chapter will show the basta in which the 
volume alluded to in I he lists is tied up. The subject of each letter is 
given, together with th('page in I In; volume on which the hotter begins. 
The letters are listed in choronological order except in case of those 
npp(U‘tairiir]g to th(‘year 1 (SI."). Tin; lottcirs for that year are classified 
under the name of the ofiicial Irom whom tlu'y were rec’cived. In cases 
where a volume '*ont:iins more than omj letter on a givem subject, a 
reference to the page on which each l(,*ttc‘r begins is given. Thus, this list 
shows that lettcns received by the C’oimnissioner regarding the boundary 
between Kiimaun and Kohilkliand occur on pages, It), 142 and 188 of 
volume XXIV of misci llaneous lettao’s I'cc -ived, series I. 

?i(u //. —This volume is not printecl. It is an indc'x 
of the miseellan(H)us h-tters received, seri.'s I, l etween the years 1848 
and 1851 iicdusive. It is strictly speaking an index. At the iH'ginning 
of the volume, thc're is an alphabetical index of the subji'Cts dealt with. 
Against ('aeh subject is entered the pnge of the index register on which 
the con esponderice is listed. On this page the correspondence on the 
subject in (piestion is listed with a reference to the volume and page 
in which each h'tter is bound ii]). To give an example : the alphabetical 
index on page 1 contsius tlio entry “ Church, Naini Tal, 54.” Turning 
up page 54 we find t he following entries under “ Church, Naini Tal.” 

\ olunie XV, 1844, llishop of (yalcutta states that he cannot 
lay the foundation stone and names the ehureh “ St. John 
in the Wilderness ” ,,, ,,, 42 

A ()lurne XV11, 1846, employment of the Executive Engineer 
of Kumaun in snpt rintending its construction ... 102 

Lt. Young to assist in the construction ... ... 150 

\ olume X\ III, 1847, Person to aid Captain Young in cons¬ 
truction. Subscribers to 3 

A olume XXIV, 1850, application to have it placed under 
Government for completion, etc., negatived ... 47 and 43 

Thus, any person interested in the history of the Church at Naini Tal 
knovrs by reference to thi,s register that between the years 1844 and 1850, 
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the only letters received dealing with the subject are the ahove-nained 
ones. With this knowledge it is not a difficult matter to trace the 
corresponding letters issued in the series of letters issued. 

Since the above index was compiled the numbers of the volumes have 
been changed. Below is a table showing the corresponding serial num¬ 
bers of volumes of letters received and the numbers given in index 


volume no. II. 




Basta 


Serial Number of volumes given 

number. 

Year. 

number of 

in index volume 

r 


vo'ume. 

number 11. 

1843 

72 

13 Parti. 

10 ] 

1 


73 

13 „ 11. 


74 

14 „ 1. 

1 


75 

14 „ II. 

r 

1K44 

7G 

15 I. 

1 

1 

,, 

77 

15 „ II. 

11 ^ 

1845 

78 

IG 1. 

1 

1 

1845 

79 

IG „ 11. 


,, 

80 

16 111. 

r 

184G 

81 

17 „ 1. 

i 

,, 

82 

17 „ 11. 

1 

12 ^ 

1 

1S47 

83 

18 „ 1. 

1847 

84 

IS „ II. 

1 

B)48 

85 

19 „ I. 

1 

,, 

8() 

19 „ 11. 

r 

134S 

87 

20 „ I. 

1 


89 

20 „ II. 

13 

1849 

89 

21 „ I. 

i 


90 

21 „ II. 

L 


91 

22 

r 

185LO 

92 

23 „ I. 



93 

23 „ 11. 



94 

24 „ I. 

14 ^ 


95 

24 „ II. 


1851 

96 

25 „ I. 


1851 

97 

25 „ II 

f 

1851 

98 

26 „ I. 

15 1 


99 

2G „ II. 

Thus volume 

15 of 

the index register is 

now volume LXXVI and 

LXXVII. These are to be found in basta no. 

11. Each bound volume 

contains on the cover both the present serial number and that given in the 

index volume no. 

II. 
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Index volume no, IIL —This is an index to— 

(1) All letters received between 1852 and 18G7, i.e., of miscellaneous 

IcUers received, series I. 

(2) Two volumes, I and III, of miscellaneous letters received, series 

II y^voluine II is not indexed). 

(3) Political letters received, series III, i.e., those received in the 

periods 1840-41 and 1847*59* 

Ill this volume the alphabetical subject index is at the end and not 
at the beginning of the volunra as in the case of index volume no. II. 
In this index against each subject is entered the pigeof the index 
register on which the correspondence is listed. On this page the corres¬ 
pondence on that subject is listed with the reference to the page and 
volume in which the letter in question is bound up. To give an cxim- 
ple:—The alphabetical index on page 247 contains the entry “Abduction 
ot women and children, ” page 146. On turning up page 146 we find the 
following entries undjr the head Abduction of women and children.’' 

Volume XI, 1854, Court’s orders on ... ... 191 

Volume XII, 3835, the law regarding .. ... 135 

Volume XIV, 1858, classilicalion of cases ... 75 

Abduction and adultery in the Punjab, rules ,,, ... 202 

Volume XXVll, 1857, exportation of females to the plains 
for immoral purposes—punishment authorised without 
prosecution by party ... ... .133 

Subsequent entries in ttii.s register relate lo post-mutiny times. As 
in the case of index volume no. II, the volume numbers given in the 
index are not the same serial numbers but both the serial and the 
index numbers are entered on the volume in question. Below is a 
table showing the present serial number of the volume, the correspond¬ 
ing number of the volume given in the index register and the basta in 
which the volume in question is tied up. 


Basta 

number. 

Year. 

Serial 
number of 
volumes* 

Number of volumes given 
in index vouline 
no. 3. 


1852 

100 

Book no. 7. 


ri852 

1 1853 

101 

Do. 8. 

15 .. 

102 

Do. 9. 

’ 1 1854 


103 

Do. 10. 


1^1854 

104 

Do. 11. 



j]asla . ^®enal Number of volumes given 

number. number of in index voulme 

volumes. no. 3. 

f 18.55 

105 

Book no. 12. 

1855 

16 ...-i 

1 1856 

106 

Do. 

13. 

107 

Do. 

14. 

(1856 

1857 (Uevenue) 

108 

109 

Do. 

Do. 

15. 

16. 

1857 (Judicial and 

110 

Do. 

27. 

General). 




Index volume no. IF.—This 

is a 

manuscript volume and is not an 


index. It eon tains — 

(1) Annual list of letters received by the Commissioner of Kumauii 

in the Pulitieal department, 1851-67. 

(2) Annual lists of letters received by the Commissioner of Kumaun 

in the Political department, 184')-50. 

(8) Annual lists of letters received by the Commissioner in all 
departments, except Political, 1852*58. 

(4) Letters received in the Judiinal and General department during 
1859. 

Index volume no. F.—This is not an index, not being arranged in 
nlphahctioal order. It deals with a few of the more important letters 
under the following heads: — 

Political letters from 1810 to 1867 (Political letters received, scries 
III). 

Miscellaneous letters from 1823 to 1851 (Miscellaneous letters 
received, scries II). 

Letters received in all departments except the Political, 1852 to 1856 
(Miscellaneous letters received, series I). 

This register appears to contain nothing that is not given in index 
volume no. III. 

Index volumes nos. VI and F//.—These so-called indices are not 
arranged alphabetically, but with a very little labour, they could be 
made into valuable indices. They relate to letters issued. Letters issued, 
although all copied out into one register, are for the purpose of these 
volumes classified as revenue or judicial and there is a separate index 
for each class of letters. Their arrangement is like that in volumes 
II and III, except that they contain no alphabetical lists of the 
subjects dealt with. Thus in the revenue list wo find the entry 
“ Erection of a cantonment,” following “ Purchase of a house for the 
purpose of kutcherry. ” The pages in book 1 (volume I) in which letters 
relating to these arc entered arc 191; 199, 283, 298 and 302. 
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F/contaiQs lists of roveniio letters sent between 1815 and 
}I858 and volume VII lists of judicial letters sent between 1828 and 
1855. 

Index volume VIII contains lists which occur in other volumes, 
namely— 

(a) Lists of some of the more important letters received (Miscel¬ 

laneous letters received, scries I), between 1814 and 1852. 

(b) Duplicate lists of judicial letters sent. 

(c) Duplicate lists of revenue letters sent. 

Index volume /A".—Classified list of correspondence of 1856. The 
letters issued and received are listed as they were received and issued, 
but classified under the following heads : — 

Board of Bevenue, Government, Senior Assistant Commissioner, 
Kumaun, Senior Assistant Commissioner, Garhwal, Miscellaneous, 
Circulars of Government and Board, the correspondence with Sadar 
Dewani Nizamat Adalat, North-Western Provin(;es. 

Index volume no. X. —Classified list of correspondence of 1857 and 
1858. The c.lassifi(^atioti is as above, but under the heads, Senior Assist¬ 
ant Ch)mmissioncrs, Kumaun and Garhwal, the letters are sub;classified 
as revenue juid judicual. 

Diarfi lists .— The diary lists contain lists of letters received in which 
each letter with a brief abstract of its contents was entered at the time 
of its r(!c,eipt. iSuch diary lists include letters which have since been 
weeded out and are tliere.forc of little use as showing the contents of 
existing n^cords. There arc eight volumes of these diary lists as 
below : — 

Volume 7.—Miscellaucous letters received he.twoen 1842 and 1850. 


77. 

Ditto 

ditto 

in 1851. 

777. 

I )itt<) 

ditto 

ill 1852. 

7F. 

Ditto 

ditto 

in 1853. 

F. 

Ditto 

ditto 

in 1S51. 

VI. 

Ditto 

ditto 

in 1855. 

VTL 

— Lists of letters to and from 

the Senior Assistant Com- 


missioner, 1856 and 1870. 

Volume F///.—List of political letters received, 1850 to 1860. 

V.—How to find a Record. 

If of a non-political nature aud of date not later than 1842, consult 
index volumes I, VI and VII. Volume I gives lists of letters received 
and VI and VII of letters issued. Having traced the letter in either the 
issue or tfie receipt series, it is easy to trace the corresponding letter 
in the other series. From 1813 to 1852 consult the alphabetical 
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index at the beginning of index vulnme XL From 1852 to 1SG7 consult 
the alphaSetieal index at the end of index volumo no. III. If a political 
letter, consult the above volumes; if not in these, then for the poli¬ 
tical receipts from 1841 onwards—series III —consult index volume 
no. III. For Dehra Dun political receipts from 1831 consult political 
receipt sej ies II. These have been listed fit the bogiiiuing of the first 
volume of this series. Prior to 1831 political letters have been neither 
listed nor indexed. The early settlement letters are in tlie miscollanenus 
series. 

Batten’s settlement records are in the series of settlemont letters 
issued and received. 

VI.— Descriptive Account of the Records. 

LkTTEHS UKCEIVED. 

Miscelhnieoxis letters received. — These have been arrangi'd in two 
series. Wiiy this should have been d(me is not easy to uiuhu-st.aud; the 
secon 1 series, which coulaiiis compirativcly few letters, is madt^ np of 
documents which differ m no way froni those that constitute soriovS I. 

Miscellaneous letters received, series 7.—This series consists of 110 
volumes and contains— 

faj All letters, whether revenue, judicial, political, or miscelU' 
noons, received betwiion 1814-1823. 
fhj The great inajoriiy of the letters received after 1823, 

As the sec.ond series of misrellaiieous letters j ecteived begins from 
1823, any letter received after that da^e may be in either of the miseeb 
laneous series, or, if it he a political Ivtter, in one of the three series of 
political loiters received. The more important letters of rniacellaneoua 
serie.s I have all been listed or indexed. As regards indexing, tlie 
correspondence win'eii oonstiLutue.s tliis series is divided into three 
periods— 

Period T. —Includes letters received from 1814 to 1842 inclusive. 

The more ijnportaut letter.s received in each of these years have been 
listed in index volume no. 1. 

Period IL —Includes letters received between 1843 and 1851 in¬ 
clusive. These letters have been indexed id index volume no. 2. 

Per ind IJI. —Includt's letters received between 1852 and 1857 inclu¬ 
sive. Those have I een indexed in index voluiuo. no. 3, 

Period /. — Letters roeeived from 1814 to I >42 inclusive, volumes. 

Volumes J to V. —Togothor with the first two volumes of uie series of 
political letters .received, contain the correspondence, relating to the 
Nepal War, that ^ook place bettween the Hon. E. Gardner, Agent to 
the Governor General for affairs in Kumaun, Mr. John Adam, the 

59 
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Secretary to Qovcrnmerit, Bum Sah, Colonel Gardner, Colonel Nicols^ 
Generals Ocbterlony and Wood, Captain Hearsey, Mr. Rutherford and 
others. 

As has been stated above, the more important papers relating to the 
conquest of Kumaun have been printed and form the volume entitled 
Papers respecting the Ncpaul War published in 1824. In the case 
of each of the Kumaun records that has been printed in this volume, a 
note has been made of this fact on the record itself. This will enable 
the student to know which of them has been printed and which has not. 
A large number of the Kumaun records relating to the Nepal War have 
not been printed. There are in the record room of the Commissioner of 
Kumaun cornpletr materials for a book dealing with the conquest of 
Kumaun. 

There is much correspondence relating to the supply of grain for the 
numerous troops employed in the province and the obtaining of coolies 
for transport, or khussiahs as they wore called. 

In March, 1816, the Hon. E. Gardner was authorised to purchase for 
a public cutcherry the house belonging to Li<nitenant Srniili for Sonafc 
rupees 4 ,;j 00 and to build a dail at an expense not ex(H‘uiing 2,500 
rupees. 

In th(^ same month Traill reported that he had effected a settlement 
of the Garhwal parganas for Rs. 87,614, Farrukhabad or 50,589 Gurkhali 
rupees. He stated that the other sources of revenue were— 

Rs. 


1. 

Customs (i c., transit duties) about 

... 

... 5,000 

2, 

Abkiirl (at Srinagar only) 


90 

8. 

DrugvS 

. >• 

275 

4. 

(k)inage 


100 

5. 

Ferries 

• •• 

85 

6. 

IMujaree (a capitation tax on chnmars) 

... 

30 


This last Traill abolished as being a direct tax on industry. 

He also reported that “a nazrana of one rupee four annas was paid by 
persons marrying in Sreenugur, at the same time a return was made to 
the party of a turban varying in value. Considering this tax to be much 
at variance with the policy of the British Government, orders have been 
issued for its discontinuance.’* 

As regards the tiix on coinage, Traill reported *' the pice current in 
Garhwal are all stamped at the Sudder Chubootra at Sreenugur where a 
die is kept for the purpose, a duty of six and a quarter per cent, is levied 
on the stamping, and as the copper is brought ready for the operation no 
expense is incurred on the part of the Government 
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Other subjects dealt with in volumes I to V of this series are the 
condition of Kumaiin under the Gurkhas, the history of the Rajas of 
Kiimaun, the establishing of British authority in Kiimaim, the peace 
treaty with the Garkhaa, the appointment of the Hon. E. Gardner as 
Commissioner of Kumauri and Mr. C. W. Traill as Assistant Commis¬ 
sioner, report on passes in Kumaun and Garhwal, cultivation of hemp, 
settlement of the land revenue, establishment of police, Moorcroft^s 
rep irt on trad ^ beyond the Himalayas, Rutherford’s letters on trade with 
Chinese Tartary, lists of zamindars, introduction of the Farrukhabad 
currency into Kumaun, and the formation of a cantonment for the Simoor 
battalion. 

Volumos VI to XVII, 1815 to 1820.—The more important subjects 
dealt with in this period are crime sanads to chitjfs, establishment of 
daks, report on the min(^ of Kumaun, Kumaun battalion, road making, 
religious endowments, resources of the country, resumption of rent free 
land or sadabarts,* pensions, the eanloninmit at Pithoragarh, rewards 
for the destruction of tigers, the placing of Kumaun under the Board 
of Commissioners in 1816. forced labour, erection of kutcherry at Srinagar, 
building of Almora jail, the administration ol' criminal justice, canton¬ 
ment at Hawalbagh, the catching of wild elephants, the introduciion in 
1820 of an eight anna stamp on plaints, vaccination, tahsild irs, kanungos 
and pafcwaris, survey, mirdahas, sales of land for arrears of revenue, 
boundary demarcations, bridges, preservation of pidoiic records, court 
of wards, and the abolition of transit, customs and sayar duties in 1818 
because of “ the comparatively small amount of t he collections " jind 
“ the importance of affording every encouragement to the rising com¬ 
merce of that quarter of the couufry.” An interesting document is the 
proclamatiom in 1819, making it unlawful for a husband to kill a man 
who had committed adultery. 

Volumes XVIII to XXXI, 1821-26.—The more important subjects dealt 
with in the correspondence of this period are appointment ol a Register 
for the province of Kumaun, sayar and customs, sales ol land, settlement, 
counterfeit and foreign coins, stamp paper, road construction, boundary 
demarcation, registry of mahals, bills of exchange, the appointment ot 
Bir R. Colquhon as Assistant Commissioner on ks. 300 per mensem, 
land register for Kumaun, thana at Bhumioniec, oolie hire rat's, new 
court house, |ales of land for arrears of revenue, sales of women and 

* The Rijas of N jpal and Briaagar had assigned the revenue of a number of villages 
for the purpose of providing food for poor pilgrims These trusts or a idxhbarig were 
administered by the rawaL of temples till the Commissioner (Traill) took them over. In 
16^ the funds were made over to a Local Agency. 
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widows, shislmrn tree‘s, forest du(s, history of Debra Dun, proposal of 
the UoD. T. J. Shore to put il under the ('oininisaioner of KuniauD, duty 
on elephants, cofft^e planters, pcusioua, iron,sal timber, wool, robbers rights 
of zamia iaj s and cultivators, the fixing of a reward oi Ks. 10 per head 
for tigers destroyed, maps, repoit on the geology and mineral resources 
of Kuujauii in 182fi, forming of jungle mahals repair- and improve¬ 
ments of ro.;ds. There is an intcriisLing report dated the 5th September, 
1822, by Mr. R. T Oiynn, Special Commissioner, umler Regulation X of 
of 1817, on the condition of the hill people. 

Volume.s XXXII to XLIV (J827 to RSIJl).—The more imj)()rtant 
subje(?ts dealt with in the corre.spondeiice of this period are, the care 
of records, supplie.-, inteia.-st on (iovernrncnt promissory notes the 
appointment of Cluptaiii Dlower as Assistant C/ommissioner in 1827, catch¬ 
ing of elephants by means ol pits, land survey, khusseas, road through the 
Kheri pass, abandonment of Fort A1 mom, erection (d’thana at ChiIkia, 
repairs of jail, kaiiungos, talisihiars, survey and nazul registers, Nepid 
boundary di^puto, appointment of Mr. iVewiiluim as Commissioner of the 
Bareilly division, suppi*e.ssion of suttee, tax on elephants, settlements, 
the appointment of Mr. Dick as ()ffi<;iating Commissioner, Bareilly, 1829, 
cholera, inclusion ot Kumaun in the Ikireilly division, pargana Chandi 
placed undei- the CummissinUer of Kumaun, the appointment of the 
Supenuteiidmit of Di hra Dun .as political officer for the Raja of Garhwal, 
public works, uazar.s, Tirai and ]^)hahar, grant of land to Mr. Barron 
at Naini Tal, abkari, Sikh-Chinese War, police, schools, bridges, Kotah 
Koad, the jirohibition of (doverunamt servants engaging in commercial 
Irausaclions, annual administration reports of Garliwal and Kumaun, 
dak I’umKi's, Garhwal miiievS, pasturage dues, waste lands, famine relief, 
Inuisfer (»f Uiluka b'iiandi to Jh jnor, meteorological returns, cotton, shawls, 
wool, Balaki, the bardar Dacoit, thuggee, account rules, new road to 
Tartary, the appointment of Mr. Traill as Commissioner of Bareilly, 
pensions, sale of wivts and widows, currency rules, stamps, the appoint¬ 
ment in IS'JO ot Mr. Robertson to hold criminal trials in Kumaun, road 
(tver Burn aden IVuss, Hindu-Muhamiuadan disputes. 

Volumes XLV to LIII (1852 to 185G).—The more important subjects 
de alt with ill this correspondence are the transfer of Fort Alinora to the 
Civil Dep;.rlmeni;, supplies, pen. ions, diet allowances to prisoners, the 
a| poimnient of Mr. Cam])ht'ri to liold trials under Regulation X ot 1817, 
staging bungalow fund, stamps, boundary bctw^cen Kumaun and Moiada- 
bad, intcnial trade of Kumauu, sliort-weiglit rupees, price of gram, 
seltlcineat of Kumaun and Chandi, Almora cantonment, trigonometrical 
survey, coolies, roads, the appointment of 31r. Bouldersouas Commissioner 
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of Kumaun (183.*)), dacoities, abkari, tho abolition of Bareilly oUBtoni 
house (1885), the abolition of slavery in Kuinauii 1836), niua6s, bridges, 
plague, the appointment of Lieutenant-Colonel Qowan as Commissioner 
ol Kumaun in 1836, duty on forest dues, record rooms, and criminal 
statements. 

Volumes LIV to LXXI (1837-1842). —The more important subjects 
dealt with in these volumes are witch craft, ordeal hy hot iron, supplies, 
sal forests, abkari, destruction of tigers and leopards, mines, dacoities, 
the separation of the offices of kauungo and miiusiff in 1837, the appoint¬ 
ment in 1837 of a separate magistrate for the Tarai, thuggee, settlement 
rules, pensions, diet of prisoners, appointment of Captain Hudcllcstone 
as officiating Assistant Commissioner in 1838, coolies, maucgeinent of 
pilgrim routes, military pensions, tea plantations in Kumaun, posts, 
opium, tho 01 dering of Nagree to he used in Kumaun village acc.ounts, 
record of rights, liawalbagh cantODinciit, arrangement of records, settle- 
ment of Kumaun and Garhwah patwaris’ papers, mortality in jail, convey¬ 
ance of treasure, the granting of a reward of bs. 3 for each bear killed. 
Batten’s report of 1848 the settlement of Kumaun, survey of Uarhwal, 
distilleries, village police, hemp culiivation, muah tenures, rules for tho 
administration of civil justice in Dehra Dun, account rules, sciiool in 
Srinagar, pauper suits, thuggee and dacoity, pay of copyists mines, annual 
reports, duties of the Jiiiiior Assistant Commistioner of Kumaun, suttee, 
Bel Pokri, eopjjcr mines, posts. Botanic garvleri in Kumaun, trade 1 etweeii 
(Jarhwal and Tartary, tea nurseries iji Kumaun, Sikh refugees, and 
management of temples. 

In addition to the above subjects the correspondence contains a great 
many letters and circulars of a general nature. The ibllowing are some 
of the more important of these. 

In 1820 all officers were requir. d to take the oath of allegiance. Com¬ 
mittees were appointed for thv' preparation and preservation of public 
records and the devising of a system of registry. 

In 1821, convenanted officers were prouibited from employing Gov¬ 
ernment servants to purchase articles of trade on their private account 
and the sanction of the Government was required for the sale by officials 
to natives of private property exceeding Rs. 5.000 in value. 

In 1823, tho legal rate of interest was restricted to 12 per cent. 

In 1826, a Government order was issued regarding the appro¬ 
priation of Town Ducfa to local improvements, also one prohibiting 
the native style of dress being adopted by Eun)peau officers and one 
directing that debts of civil servants were to be a barrier to their 
promutiou, 
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Id 1828, directions were issued for the preparation of registers of 
public property and Treasury Officers were ordered to pay fixed al¬ 
lowances without prior audit 

In 1829, Commiasiouers of revenue and circuit were appointed, and 
a Government Order was issued directing nazzars to be discouraged 
and another prohibiting Government servants from engaging in corn- 
merical transactions. 

In 1830 , orders were is‘<ued directing abstracts of all public corres¬ 
pondence to accompany eich let ter. 

Irj 1831, pension rule's were framed and the^iractice of paying fixed 
allowances pri(»r to audit was discontiuued. The duties of Deputy Collec¬ 
tors, Joint Magistrak*-!, and Ht3ad Assistants to Collectors wore defined 
by Government. In 1832 tfudges were relieved of magisterial 
functions and the Calcutta G.izetle declared to be the official organ from 
the 1st November, 1832. 

In 1836, officers were aulhoiised to substitute Hindi for Persian in 
their proceedings. 

In 1839, orders were issued directing the discontinuance of Persian 
in criminal proceedingH. 

In 1840, the Hon'ble Mr. T. C. Robertson was appointed Lieutenant- 
Qov( 3 ri)(>r of the Nortli-Wesiern Provinces on the 4th Februaiy. 

Volumes LXXII to XC (i843 to 1851). Tlu; following is an alphabe¬ 
tical list of subj(3i‘t,s dealt with in the correspondence of this period. 

Abduction of women. 

Abkarry. 

Acts, rules, etc. 

Administration. 

Advance from the 1 per cent. Road Fund. 

Affray between the Mahur, Muudola and Bora Tribes. 

Agent to the Governor General, North-Western Provinces. The Com¬ 
mission or was in 1843 designated as such. 

Agents, local 

Annual Administration reports. 

Amins, appointment of 

Ancient buildings. 

Appointments, transfers, leave, etc. 

Arnud, Majf>r 

Batten, Mr. 

Bel Pokhri. 

Benevolent and charitable institutions, 

Bhabar Tracts. 

Bhup {Singh versus Kamli Nagori, 
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Bhawani Dat versus Damodhar. 

Bhab Deb, Muiisiff of Kiimaun, dismissal of 
Bliiikworth, Mr. 

Boksa villages and the water of the Kakralla. 

Boundaries. 

Bramley, Mr. 

Bugha Daroza docamps with 20 elephants with which he was to form' 
a kbedda. 

Biinjwas, Mouza 
Canlonnients. 

Cattle theft. 

Census. 

Chinese' carpenters. 

(^hampawat. 

Church, Alniora. 

Church, Naini Tal. 

Civil Service. 

Cliftord, Lt. versus Capts. Drummond and Glasfurd. 

C oin miss ion er ’s powers. 

Conservancy, Almora. 

Conway, Mr. 

Coolie goduwn. 

Cotton. 

Criminals and criminal cases. 

Custom dues, Rampur. 

Dak district. 

D«'puty Collectors. 

Dehra Dun and Massoorie. 

Dhirjij versus Sohee Argmattee. 

Dhan Singh, Coolie Jamadar. 

Dharamsalas. 

Dispensaries. (In 1850 the dispensary at Srinagar was built. This was 
the first of a series on the pilgrim road. These are maintained out of the 
Sadabart fund.) 

Duel at Naini Tal in 1849 between Ensigns Muller and Clarke. 
Education. 

Effect of trees on climate. 

Elephants. 

Encamping grounds. 

Excluded property. 

Establishments. 

Estates of deceased persons. 
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Exhibition, Eondon, 1851, 

Eairs. 

Farms, private 
Fiscal divisions. 

Forced labour. 

Forests. 

Fort Almora. 

Gascoyne, Major 
Gazettes, Government 
Glossary of Indian names. 

Gold washing*. 

Gulab liiver. 

Gunth tenures and temples. 

Grain for troops, 

Hindu Kings. 

Holidays. 

Home, Mr. 

H os pita I, ISiaini Xal. 

Indents on Ordnance department. 
Inoculation. 

Jackson, I^t. 

.Tails. 

Jhu 1. ts. 

Jr>hn.st/Ono, M r, 

.J udgOB. 

.1 uris<iictioii, Oivil and Revenue 
Eabc^nr commulab le to fine. 

Eand Tor public purposes. 

Kegal Remembrancer, 

Muafi Fenures. 

Mahamiiiee disease- 
Maps. 

Medical Practitioners. 

Military affairs. 

M ines- 

Munsiff's Courts. 

Moti Ham Sah. 

Naiabad lease. 

Native doctor, a second for Oarhwal. 
Native Chiefs and English subjeota. 
Nepal affairs. 

Nazul property. 
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Naini Tal settlement. 

Official correspondence. 

Ogston, Lt. 

Opium. 

Pay and allowances. 

Pearson, F., Assistant Surgeon 
Pensions and gratuities. 

Petitions and appeals. 

Pidoock, Mr. 

Pilgrims. 

Pilgrim lodge, Naim Tal. 

Police, village and road 
Political offic('rs. 

Post Office. 

Powdhu. 

Prince Waldcmar. 

Prison discipline. 

Private and public buildings. 
Public servants. 

Raja of Jarnbu. 

Raja of Kunoy. 

Raja of Rewah. 

Rajputs. 

Karnsay, Captain 
Records. 

Registration. 

Rewards. 

Route, from Naini T.il to Bamourie. 
Rabi harvest. 

Sankara Acharya. 

Social and Political matters. 

Section writing. 

Security bonds. 

Sikh force. 

Sim, Mr., Assistant Commissioner. 
Settlement and Survey operations. 
Sissmore, Mr , Assistant Surgeon. 
Slaughter of cattle. 

Slavery. 

Srinagar, 

Staging Bungalows. 

Stamps. 


CO 
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Statist if'bi. 

Sadabart Estates. 

Sugar and gnr. 

Supplies. 

Tahsildars. 

Talukdari Ten tires. 

Taliiqa Cliaudi. 

Tax on salt. 

Tea ('ullivatioii. 

Tt;mj)les and temple lands. 

Tiiaru villuges. 

Thokdars. 

Tools. 

Transit duties 

Mb'easurios. 

Tala buna. 

^ ’l\irai Trrigat i D. 

Ujit Singh. 

IJnii):t 

lTnc(»veiiant,ed (.b'vil Lists. 

Wallace, Mr. 

VVTir between Thibetans and Sikhs. 

Wild beiist.<. 

Young, (nij)tain, Exi;eu(.ive Engineer. 

Volumes Ct<t (j\ (1852 to 18.’'^7).—The more important subjects 
dealt with in th(; correspoiiflence ot this jierind are trarisior of villafres 
fruiu KiinuiuntoPilibIiit(l852}, plague, civil .and criminal administra¬ 
tion reports, thf^ Municipal Committee at Naini Tai, roads, bridges, re'^C- 
tration, native judg-a, law books, execution of decrees, trial of prisom rs, 
court buildings, district daks, ihe abolition of the raunsifship of Kumanu 
and (Lirhwal in 1854, coolies, ainiii.«, road, fen y ami nazul funds, maps. 
Naini Til cri -ket ground, soiling of girls, paujicr suits, aholiliou of 
Garhvval jail in 1855, torture by the police, meteorological register, 
Pioh(.)ragarh detachment, kaniingos, summary suits, forest duties, Srina¬ 
gar dispensary, Pithoragarh post office, summary settlements, tea, copper 
mines, registration of marriages, irrigation, boundaries, abkari, nazul, 
plague, cholera, elephants, staging bungalows, survey of Garhwal, cons¬ 
truction of Naini Tal and Alraora churches, muafis, duty on timber, pargana 
registers, weights and measures, sayar collections, building of tahsils and 
thanas, report on the agricultural prospects of Kumaun, forced labour, 
the Saida canal, census, mineral springs, office tents, partition cases, 
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hemp, plumbago, patriotic fund, orange trees, iron, military pensioners 
and the Lieutcnant Govornor’s visit to Almora, 1§55. 

Miscellaneous letters received,, series 7"/.—This series consists of only 
three volumes. There is at the beginning of each volume a list of its 
contents. The letters relate largely to the boundary line between 
Kumaun and Rohilkhand, tea cultivation, maiifi tenures iji Kumaun, 
forests, bridges, Sad ibart collections, kanuiigos and plague. This also 
contains Batten's settlement report. It is not clear why this series 
has been separated from Series I, as the letters relate to the same 
subjoT.3 as those in Series 1. The letters of this series have been 
indexed in index volume no. III. 

(li)-'Political letters received. 

The Commissioner of Kumaun, as a rule, has also been the Agent for 
political affairs to the Governor General or to the Lieutenant-Governor, 
For this foaS()ii the Kumaun recor l.s contain a considerable quantity of 
political c<)rresj)OiHl )uco. Tiiis, like the other correspmdeuco, has not 
l)een arranged methodic illy. Some of the political correspoiidonce has 
been bound up separately, while much of it has been iucludcd in the 
miscellaneous correspondence. When the records wore arranged some 
years ago, it was not deomed advisable to interfere with the existing 
classification, faulty though it be, because this would liuvo rendered 
useless the iudox volumes. As has boon stated above, iu 1825 the offaira 
of the Garhwal Fiaj wore eritrustoil to the Siipcrintemlent of tlio Dim and 
this ofiiccT continued to exercise that function until the end of 1842 when 
the charge of the Garhwal political agency was retrarisforivd to the 
(ommissioiier of Kumaun. This explains how it is that iniich of the 
political correspondence in the Kumaun records is iirldresscd to the 
kSiiperiutendont of Dohra Dim, 

The political letters received after 1847 have been bound upsepartely 
from ether letters. Prior to that date they are mostly bound up and 
listed with tho judicjal and revenue letters received with the following; 
exceptions:— 

(1) Letters relating to the Garhwal Raj received between 1815 and 

1824. 

(2) Letters received by the Superintendent of Dohra Dun, 1831- 

1841. 

(3) Political letters of 1841 received by the Commissioner ol 

Kumaun. 

The political letters received which have been bound up separately 
fall into three series :— 
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Political letters received, Series I .—Letters received by the Com- 
inissioner of Kumaun on the subject of the Garhwal Raj (1815-24)— 
One volume. These letters number only about a dozen and they 
have not been listed. Some of them are of considerable interest. 
The series opens with a letter (which unfortunately is incomplete) 
to Mr. Fraser, dated the 17th November, 1815, stating that what 
remains of the Garliwal territory after the deduction of Dehra Dun and 
the districts annexed to Kumaun will yield a revenue sufficient for the 
maintenance of the Raja and his family and the expenses of the civil 
administration of the country. Therefore, the Dun is to be united with 
the district of Saharanpur and Fraser is directed to hand this over to 
the officer appointed. The British Guvcrnnient undertook to protect the 
Raja's territory by a military force, but the civil administration was to be 
conducted by the Raja and his ministers. The possession of the territory 
annexed by the British was to be considered as an indemnity of the Raja 
to the British for the expense of the military establishment in his country. 
The Raja was not to live at his old capital of Srinagar, because this was 
on the left bank of the Alikanunda and in British possession. The Raja 
was to get a sanad conferring Garliwal on him. A copy of this letter 
was sent to the Hon. E. Gardner, the Gorainissioner of Kumaun, for neces- 
eary action. The second letter of this series is dated Fiffiruary the 7th, 
acknowledging one from Mr. Traill and expressing satisfaction at the 
excellent administration of the Raja. This state of affiiirs did not persist 
for long. The Officer Commanding in Garhwal—Major-General Sir David 
Ochterlony—had to report at the end of 1817, “a gross and aggravated 
aggression on the part of certain natives of Garhwal against the inhabitants 
of Pargaua Rain" who were subjects of the British Govornmont in which 
80 head of sheep were carried oft. For this the Raja was admonished. 

This was not an isolated case. There wore repeated reports on the 
disturbed state of the Raja’s territory. When damage was done owing to 
those disturbances, the Raja made good the damage. 

In this series is a copy of the sanad—of the 4fch of March, 1820—given 
to Rajii Sudarsan Sah granting the Garhwal Raj to him. This series 
also contains copies of some correspondenco relating to Capiain Hearsay, 
who cl limed Dehra Dun. He alleged he had purchased the Dun from 
the Raja. There is a letter, dated September the 19th, 1820, to Hearsey 
saying that he must establish his claim in the law courts. Several 
letters lelate to the succession to the Raj; the Roja desired to be placed 
under the guardianship of Captaim F. Young, who commanded in the Dun 
and had civil and political charge of Jaunsar. 

In thi.s series there is some corespondence relating to extradition 
of criminals with Nepal. 



( 461 j 

PoliticxL lettei^ received. Series IL —The^e letters were received 
by Colonel Young, Superintendent. of Debra Dun. They cover 
the years 1831-1841. When the Garhwal political agency was 
retransferred to the Commissioner of Kumaiin, the political letters 
received by the Superintendent of Dehra Dun relating to Kiiruaun were 
sent to the Commissioner. Such letters constitute this series and 
arc bound up in two volumes. The more important subjects dealt with 
in these letters are the claim to certain lands by the Raja .of Oarhwal, 
complaints against the Raja, the Raja’s application in 1831 for tlie 
restitution to him of British Garhwal, the succession to the Raj in 1832, 
the Raja’s complaint against Colonel Young, the settlement of Rawain, 
powers of the Raja to resume service jagirs, compilation of lists of pro¬ 
tected estates and jagirs, the sale of slaves and the refusal of Government 
to return to the Raja escaped slaves, rules for keeping an account of 
tribute received from Native states, treatment of British subjects when 
handed over to native states, coinage in native states, the punishment of 
mutilation of natives for property stolen and liabilities of native chiefs 
for property stohui within their charge. 

There is at the beginning of the first volume of this series a list of 
letters received between the beginning of 1831 and the end of 18311. The 
letters of 1840 and 1841 have not ])een listed; these arc few and 
unimportant. 

Political letters received, Series HI .—Letters recioived by the 
Commissioner of Kumaun. This scries is bound up in four volumes : 
at the beginning of each volume is a list of contents. This series 
consists of letters received in 1840 and 1841 and from 1847 to 1^59 
inclusive. 

The political letters received by the Commissioner of Kumaun in the 
period 1843 to 1846 inclusive are bound up in miscellaneous letters 
received, Series I. The more important subjects dealt with in political 
letters received, series III, are the war between the Sikhs and the Chinese, 
mission from Tibet and Lad a k, disposal of Sikh refugees, foreign G.irhwal, 
political refugees from Nepal, rebel Rajas from the Trans-Sutlej States, 
boundary questions, dues on lime, kankar, and forest products, claims of 
the Badrinath and Kedarnath temples, tea, pensions, loan of 2,000 gold 
mohurs from the Nawab of Kampur, Doti affairs, Sadabart grants, the 
Mutiny of 1857 and the appointment of Colonel Ramsay as Commissioner 
undor Act XIV of 1857. 

(c) Letters received relating to settlement. 

Series /.—Letters received by Mr. Batten, Settlement Officer of 
Kumaun, between 1887 and 1843, two volumes, 
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At the beginniug of the first ▼oluni»^ttfere is a list of the contents of 
both volumes. 

//, —Letlers relating to settlement received by the C')rninis- 
sioner of Kumaun from sources other than the Settlement Olbcer between 
1837 and 1^42, one volume. 

Letters sent by the Settleipent Oibcer to the Ooriimissiouor are includ¬ 
ed in the scries of letters issued by the Settlement OlHc(*r. 

TIjo early settlements were made by the Commissioner himself and 
the documents relating to them are to be found in tlie miscelhiueous 
letters issued and received. They were all made by Traill. He thus 
describes the method in a letter, dated 15th February, 1820, to the Board 
of C o in Ml i s s i 0 n e; s:— 

“ The whole of the malgiizars of the pargana or patti under revision 
being collected, the sum total of their jarim for the last year was given 
them,.for equalisation among theinsclves ; tiiis was form.,'1 on considera¬ 
tion of the actual quantity of land in cultivation and of the nuinher of 
assamis in each village, without reftn’euco to the forimn ja/nvi. Tais 
operation being completed, and the .signatures of each individual bjing 
affixed to the result iu corroboration of his assent to the juetice of the 
estimate, the proportion of tdie gross increase dcmaiidablo from tho 
pargana was tlum added to the assessment of each village and engage¬ 
ment with the zaraindars are intereb.aiiged. As the parg.ina.s are smilj 
and tho interferenc'} of naiivo officers is not allowed on tho occasion, this 
mode is probably as fair and equitable as any which could bo adopted.” 

In this way Ti aill was able revise a s- ttlemeiit in a month. 

Ti)(! bust doLuiled .settleineut was that made under the [irovisions of 
Regulation IX of 1833 by 3. H. Jlatteu, who was a whole-time 
Settlement Officer. The scqileiiu nt record.s in these two series are compos¬ 
ed entirely of his rorre.spondence. 

LETI’EU.S (SSUEJ). 

As has been stated in paragraph 3, the letters is.sucd have been elas’sified 
as reveninq judicial, political and settlement, hut unfortunately this 
classification has not been adhered to at all dosely. Foi- example, 
prior to 1822 the judicial letters are cn'.ercd in either the pclitica! or 
the revenue registers and the political letters sent between 1822 and 1830 
are entered in the volumes of judicial letters issued. 

(a) Bevenuc letters issued. 

This series consists of 24 volumes and covers the peroid from August, 
1815 to tho end of 1858, with a hiatus from February, 1838 to April, 1839. 

The more important letters of each volume, except those numbered 5 
and 24, have been listed in index volume, no. 6. Against each letter 
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the number of the page of the volume in which it has been#opicd appears. 
There is no list at all of the contents of volume 5. The revenue letters 
issued in 1856 and 1857, which have been copied out in volume 24, are 
listed at thio beginning of the volume in question. They are also listed 
and classified ac cording to the officials to whom they were sent in index 
volumes nos. 9 and 10. Each of the volumes of revenue letters 
issued bears three numbers—first, the serial uumbor of the volume 
in t.ho v.liole scries of letters issued, second, the serial number of 
the volume in the revenue series, and third, the number which the volume 
bears in index volume, no. 6. To distinguish this last from the otdicrtwo 
numbers it is called “ hook no. 

Tin rctm e, imjiortant revenue letters issuc(»l (except those tent between 
May, 18)7 and dune, .1818, which have nob been listed) can be turno I 
up in a tc\\ iniuules by cnnsulting index volume no. b for letters 
issued prim- to LSoG and index volumes numbers 9 and 10, for loi ters sent 
in 1850, 1857 and 1858. 

As t.lu^ revenue and judicial letters issued correspond to the miscellane¬ 
ous letters ived, it is not necessary to give a detailed description of 
these. Tiie more important subjects dealt witli in the series of revenue 
lett ers issued are customs, copper, early settlements of Kumaun and Clarh- 
wal, roads, Gurkha Provincial Battalion, robberies, sayer collections, 
erection of cantonments, commerce, Raja of Srinagar, Lieutenant Gerard’s 
V i.sit to + he (vhinose Tartar frontier, supplies, khusseas, establishment of 
dales, coolies, grain, transit duties, police, boundaries, Almora jail, 
arrack shops, t reasury accounts, post offic.e, reports on petitions, irriga¬ 
tion, civil and criminal justice, (.-harilablo allowance:^, duty on coinage of 
pice and forest produce, sales of lands for ana ars of revQuuv, maps, 
records, roads, boundary disputes, villago accounts, timber, patwaris, 
pasturage dues, village registers, forests, pensions, kanungos, muafis, 
gold vvasbiiig raahals, jungle rnahals, tea gardens, appointments, abduction 
of W( nioji, statiouciy, summary suits, hern}), cotton, destruction of 1 ear^, 
ablniri and drug maliabs, revenue survey, Almora oautonracut, botanical 
gardens, trade, vernacular schools, register of revenue depo.sits, summary 
suits, Srinagar disq onsaiy, rain gauges, meteorological registers, travel¬ 
ling ailowance hills, marriage n'gistiarship, bridges, plague, irrigation, 
sadabart, eijcroachnients, changes in boundaries, nazul, cholera, elephants, 
opium, cash ])alance reports, revenue deposits, staging bungalows, surveys, 
wind mills, lightning conductors, Naini Tal and Almora churches, 
ancient coins. Government promissory notes, weights and measures, 
stamps, stipends granted to temples, building of tahsiJs and thanas, agri¬ 
cultural products, burial-grounds, local agencies, English records, Sarda 
canal, cemus, mineral springs, office tents^ partition cases, plumbago, 
patriotic fund, orange trees and iron. 
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(6) Judicial letters issued. 


This series consists of 21 volumes and covers the period 1821 to 1858 
As has already been remarked, the early judicial letters are entered in 
either the political or revenue series. The more important letters issued 
between 1822 and 1855 inclusive are listed in index volume no. VII. 
The letters of the years 1856, 1857 and 1858 are listed at the beginning 
of the volumes into which they have been copied. As in the case of 
revenue letters issued, each volume of judicial letters bears three numbers. 
Some of the more important subjects dealt with in these are police, 
plague, crime, criminal and civil administration reports, lawaris property, 
Mu/iicipal Committee, Naini Tal, roads, court language, native judges, 
courts martial, registration of deeds, lawbooks, execution of decrees, 
trial of ])ri8'jners, court buildings, vakils, district dtlk, munsifships, abs¬ 
conding debtors, leave, coolies, am ins, weeding, jails, road, ferry and 
nazul funds, abduction, Naini Tal cricket gi’ound, witnesses, selling of 
girls,* police reports, enhancement of rent suits, descriptive rolls, pauper 
suits, sales, stolen property, Government gazettes, torture, meteoro¬ 
logical registers. 

From this it will be seen that letters dealing with some subjects 
ocoiif in both the revenue and judicial letters issued. 

(c) roliiical letters issued. 

This series consists of six volumes made up as follows: - 

Voluvie /.—Political letters sent between November, 1814 and March, 
181.). Those letters dejil mainly with the conijuest of Kuinaun ; they 
are neither listed nor indexed. 

Voluwe II .—Political letters sent from 1815 to 1820. 

Voluine 77/.—Political letters relating to the Garhwal Raj issued by 
the Commissioner of Kuinaun between 1815 and 1825. 

Between 1820 and 1831 there are no volumes containing exclusively 
political letters issued. Those sent in 1821 are entered in the revenue 
series of letters issued, while those sent between 1822 and 1831 find place 
in the volumes of judicial letters issued. 

Volume IV .—Political letters issued by the Superintendent of Dehra 
Dun, 1829 to 1841. The contents of this volume are listed at its begin¬ 
ning. 

Volume V .—Political letters issued by the Commissioner of Kumaun 
(and his assistant) during the period 1842 to 1847. These are not listed, 

* There is an interesting letter, dated the 6th February, 183G, from the Commissioner 
to Government, on the Bubjoct of slavery in Kuinaun and Garhwal. Shortly after this the 
Lieutouant-Oovernor directed that in future no suit for the restoration of slaves or the 
enforcement of slavery should be entertained. 
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Volume F/.—Political letters issued by the Commissio^r of Kumauo 
during the period 1848 to 1S67. There is at the beginning of the volume 
a list of its more important contents. 

The subjects dealt with have been set forth in the description of 
political letters received. 

{d) Settlement letters issued. 

This series consists of four volumes. Volumes I to III contain letters 
sent by Mr. J. H. Batten, Settlement Officer, between February, 1837 
and December, 1842. The majority of them are copies, 

Volume III of this series contains Mr. Batten’s original report (with 
appendix) on the settlement of Garhwal, dated the 10th August, 1842. 
This appears in print on pages 90 to 128 of Batten’s Official Reports on 
the Province of Kumaun. 

Volume IV consists of Batten’s final report on the Kumaun settlement. 
This is printed on pages 212 to 280 of Official Reports on the Province of 
Kumaun. In the printed copy the date of the report (Ist September. 
1848), is left blank. 

Files and registers. 

The headings of these explain their contents. 

VII.—Table showing contents of baatas. 

• The letters received. 
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1817 

2 

11 

Ditto 

ditto 

•} 

S 

12 

Ditto 

ditto 

1818 

2 

13 

Ditto 

ditto 


2 

14 

Ditto 

ditto 

18x9 

2 

15 

Ditto 

ditto 


2 

IG 

Ditto 

ditto 

1820 

s 

17 

Ditto 

ditto 

,, 

1 ^ 

18 

Ditto 

ditto 

182X 

8 

19 

Ditto 

ditto 

„ 

1 8 

20 

Ditto 

diito 

, 1823 

8 

21 

Ditto 

ditto 

>• 

8 

22 

1 Ditto 

ditto 

»> 

3 
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Kumbcr 

of 

volume. 


Nature of record. 


Number of 
basta in xs luch 
contained. 


Miscellaneous lotfccrB received—Series I 
J)itto d tto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

D.U.O ditio 

DHt) ditto 

J>itt() ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Dtto ditto 

J)ilto ditto 

T)itto ditto 

I Ditiu ditt.o 

\ DiUo 

D.tto di\to 

, Ditto ditt) 

, Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

f Ditto ditto 

^ Ditto ditto 

j Ditto ditto 

j Ditto ditto 

J^itto ditto 

11 Ditt.o ditto 

;; Jilt to ditto 

4 Ditto ditto 

5 D.tto ditto 

; Jiitio ditto 

7 Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

() Ititto ditto 

;) Ditto ditto 

I liitto ditto 

Jiitto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

jj, Ditto ditto 

;5 Ditto ditto 

;r, D.t:o ditio 

7 Ditto ditto 

;g D tro ditto 

,9 Ditto ditto 

■Q Jbtto ditto 

f] Ditto ditto 

12 ditto 

j' Ditto ditto 

j.l Ditto ditto 

15 D.it.0 ditto 

Ifi Ditto ditto 

17 Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto. 

19 I)itto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

SI Ditto ditto 

82 Ditto ditto 
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1 

Number ; 








Number of 

of 


Nature of record. 



Date. 

(a'■■til ill \v’ icli 

Vo]nme. ' 








foutii a J. 

83 

Miscellaneous letters roccived—Series I 




1847 

11 

U 1 


Djtto 

ditto 





12 

C5; 


1)1 LIO 

ditto 




is-is 

J-2 

8i: i 


Ditto 

ditto 





12 

87 , 


Ditto 

d ■ 11-1 





JS 

88 j 


Ditto 

ditto 





13 

S9 1 


Ditto 

ditto 




1849 

13 

90 ! 


Ditto 

cii tto 





• J 1 

91 


Ditto 

ditto 





13 

92 ' 


Ditto 

ditto 




I8o0 

14 

93 


Dil to 

ditto 




,, 

14 

94 : 


Ditto 

ditto 




»» 

11 

95 i 


Ditto 

ditto 




, , 

2i 

9G 


Ditto 

ditto 




1851 

14 

97 , 


Ditto 

ditto 





14 

98 


Di t to 

ditto 




,, 

15 

99 


Ditto 

ditto 




,, 

15 

.100 


Ditto 

ditto 




J8 2 

15 

101 


Ditto 

ditto 


• • 1 


,, 

15 

I0i< i 


Ditto 

ditto 


.. ! 


1853 

15 

103 


Dil to 

ditto 


j 


1854 

15 

104 i 


Ditto 

ditto 


•• i 



16 

105 ; 


Ditto 

ditto 


i 


18e5 

1 16 

106 i 

107 ' 


Ditto 

ditto 





1 16 


Ditto 

ditto 



1 

185 

1 16 

iCiB 


Ditto 

ditto 



I 

1 

18;j() 

1 17 

109 , 


Ditto 

ditto 




1857 

1 

lJU j 


Ditto 

ditto 




,, 

17 

lu! 

Miscellaneous letters 

received—8ci'ie3 

n 


18!:3 

to 1833 

17 

11^ 1 


Ditto 

(J tt3 

]i 


1841 

to 1.8 49 

17 

113 , 


1 )itt(> 

ditto 

11 


185 i 

to J8;o2 

]8 

1J4 

rolitietil 

lottfis rod. 

ived— Scries 

1 




Id 

115 


Ditto 

ditto 

11 




18 

116 


1 )itfo 

ditto 

H 




18 

117 


Ditto 

ditto 

III 




18 

118 


Ditto 

ditto 

ur 




18 

119 


Ditt(j 

ditto 

ITI 




18 

liO 


D.tio 

ditto 

HI 




2S 

121 

Sottleracnt letters received—Series 

I 




19 

122 


Ditto 

ditto 

I 




19 

123 


Ditto 

ditto 

11 




19 


File no. 

1 






19 




.. 





19 


Register of e.-^tiiblishmcnt, ponsione, etc. 


1854 

to 1857 

19 


The letters issued. 


Number 

of 

Volume. 

Nature*of record- 

Date. 

Number of 
b'lsltx 111 w li :ch 
c.ont.iiiii d. 

I 

Revenue letters i.-’BUed 

1815-ir. 

20 

2 

D.tto 

1816 

•^0 

3 

Ditto 

1) 

2() 

• 4 

Ditto 

1810 :7 

iO 

6 

Ditto 

1817-18 

2.) 

6 

Ditto 

1818 19 

20 

7 

Ditto 

1819 to 1821 

LO 
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Kamber 

of 

volume. 

Nature of record. 

Date 

Number of 
hasia in which 
contained. 

8 

Bdvenue btters iseued 



1821 to 1825 

fiO 

9 

Ditto 



182^ to 18251 

21 

10 

Ditto 



1829 to 1822 

21 

11 

Ditto 



1832 to 1835 

21 

U 

Ditto 



l83.i to 1838 

21 

18 

Ditto 



1889 to 1840 

21 

H 

Ditto 



1840 to 1843 

21 

16 

Ditto 



t 1843 to 1846 

23 

16 

Ditto 



; 184G to 1849 

22 

17 1 

Ditto 



i 

22 

18 ' 

Ditto 



1840-50 

22 

19 

Ditto 



i 1851 

22 

20 

Ditto 



1852 

22 

21 

Ditto 



1853 

23 

22 

Ditto 



1854 

23 

28 

Ditto 



1855 

23 

24 

Ditto 



185G to 1858 

23 

26 

Judicial letters issued 



1822 to 1825 

23 

26 

Ditto 




23 











CHAPTER XXXVin. 


THE PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD ROOM OF THE DEPUTY 
COMMISSIONER, ALMORA- 

The pro-imuiny records at Alniora have suffered much at the hands 
of the indiscriminate ^Yecde^. For example, scarcely a single copy of a 
letter issued before the Mutiny exists. The records now consist of four 
bulky volumes of letters received by the Senior Assistant Commissioner, 
Kumaun, between 1839 and 1857, and a guard-book eontsining five files. 
There are also eight index registers of letters issued and received from 
1842 to 1857. The most important records relating to the Alinora 
district are of course to be found in the Commissioner’s record-room. 

The letters received. 

The following is a brief summary of the contents of the more impor¬ 
tant letters in each volume; — 

Volume 1.—Letters received, 1839 — 44. 

/<SV/.9.—Procedure to be followed in cases where Europeans are charged 
with offences for which they will be tried in the Supreme Court. 

Acts of a magistrate in the management of ferries are subject to 
control of Superintendent of Police. 

F<-male prisoiK^rs not to be fettered. 

Suppression of flacoity. 

The use of Persian in all criminal proceedings, etc., tube discontinued 
and Hindustani adopted in its stead. 

Extension of Almora cantonment. 

Estimate of making additions and alterations in the Almora jail. 

vSupply of scales and weights for treasury. 

Audit of charges on account of loss sustained by the sale of grain pur¬ 
chased for troops. 

Application of Ram Krishan Joshi as daroga of the jail and Sibram 
as than a jamndar. 

Procedure to be adopted in disposing of cases of execution of decree. 

Periods fixed for collecting Revenue demand. 

Farm of the abkari and drug mahals for 1840 41. 

Institution of schools in Kumaun. 

Remission of irrecoverable land revenue balances amounting to 
Rs, 207-8 for 1895 Samlat. 

Pension of Police officials. 
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Introduction of modifications in the practice of the civil and crimi¬ 
nal courts of Kuinaun in cases of abduction or ( lopcrneut of woinea from 
their ImsbaiidH. * 

Instructions in regard to the examination and scrutiny of native 
account books. 

Sanction of establishment for settlement purposes. 

Orders regarding withdrawal of coins of light weight. 

Application of Ghiet Ram as acting kanurigo of Pali vice Dya 
Ram chaiidhari, dismissed. 

Sanctioning certain appointments. 

Approving of revised kistbandi for 1807-1)8. 

Teniage to bo allowed to civil oiHcers while on tour. 

—Post oilice. 

Borrowing of money from the Government treasurers. 

Calling for list of rent-free luauzas. 

Register of loan acknowledgments. 

Two plots of land rcupiired f »r young lea plants. 

List of muafi grants. 

Report as to tlie working of the provisions of Act V of 1840, whether 
its operation is boiitdicial or otherwise. 

CUaim of Biswo Narain Joshi of Almora f.»r a provision from Govern¬ 
ment,. 

Cons!riK'.tion of a kutchery for tiio Sudder Ameen. 

All important stamliiig orders to be publishc;! in the Gazette. 

Circular orders aiithorisiug Junior Assistant, Almora, to exercise tho 
powers under se(;biou 1 of the printed criminal rule'* during tho absence 
of the Senior Assistant Commissioner. 

Proceedings of th(3 ourb in the ease of Government Bhouna 

(dioundakute. 

Lease of the Chandoe Doon and Dodypur juugle farms. 

Statement of revenue derived from the Churaee and Katbans farms 
since 181G A,D. 

Rulefl regarding the hire and payment of khusseeas in Kumaun. 

Dues of forest products as levied in Dehra Dun. 

Government order authorising the disbursement of Rs. u,00() for the 
purchase of Major Corbett’s estate at Hawalbagh. 

Gills for revised jama statement. 

Calls for statement of muafi tenures not exceeding 10 bighas. 

Scttlomont of certain pattis of pargana Baramandal. 

Calls for slatenient showing number and nature of endowments 
whether in land or money. 
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Report on petition of Chundree Burgalee, late thekadar of 
pasturage of junglo produce in Chukata and Kali Kumaon. 

Orders regarding unclaimed property, 

Ecporb on a stamp fraud in Cawnpora 

Iiistruclions on the subject of inuati tenures. 

Transfer of the Bhabar tract from Rohilkhand to the hill authorities. 

Form of oath to be administered to constables. 

Application of Mr. Barron for land in Kaini Tab 

Kstablishmont of vernacular schools in Knmann and Garhwah 

Rules for the tri;il of Bristish subjects charged with the commission 
of crime in Foreign States, etc. 

]\lilitary organization of the police of Bengal and North-Western 
Proviiiees. 

Besolution on the abkari revenues of tho North-Western Provinces. 

Government of India resolution on the control of public expenditure. 

Proliibiu'oii of uncovenanted servants from engaging in commercial 
transactions. 

Form o{ drop for executing criminal. 

1.S.//J.--Distribution of lands and water in Kiunaun Bhabor tracts. 

Report on dieting and general treatment of prisoners confined in 
jaih-. 

Transfer of taluqa Ghandce and Mowakot, pargana Ganga Sulan, 
from Garhwal to Bijnor. 

Dreisions regarding the right to water in the Gola river and other 
hill streams entering Ifohilkhand. 

Proposed t('a garden at Bhim Tal, and deputation of Lieutenant 
Ramsay to enquire into the ohjc'ctions raised. 

Payment of a reward of Rs. 25. 

(Traiit of (Joveriinieiit lands for dharrasalas. 

Establishment for survey of Bhabar tract. 

Ciiiifirmation of (fovorniaent of the 20 years settlement in Garhwal. 

1^1x1 ra(*ts frem Government Order regarding criminal administration 
in Kiimaun for J(S41. 

Settlement of lands attached to the temples of Badrinath and Kedar- 
nath, etc. 

Applicability or otherwise of Act XIX of 1843 (registration of deeds) 
to Kiimaun. 

Survey of Naini Tal. 

Stamping of documents by Superintendent of Stamps and the levy of 
penalty on unstamped documents. 

Police ofiicers to render assistance in carrying out the provisiotta of 
Act XIV of 1843. 
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Summary settlement of the Toongee, pargana Mala Nagpur, 
Kumaun, Act IX of 1844, applicable to Kumauu. 

Arrangement of civil and revenue jurisdictions. 

Rules for the investigation of balances and proposals for remission 
of revenne. 

Report of death of Lakchmi Narain Joshi, political pensioner on 
Rs. 100. 

Application of Captain Montgomery for land at Naini Tab 

Application of Captain Hampton for land at Naini Tab 

Maintenance of public dispensaries. 

Supply of grain to troops. 

Authorising collectors to pay the pension of widows on the military 
fund. 

Grant of land in cantonment near the quarter-master’s quarters to 
Nar Singh, priest, in 1S29. 

Rules regarding the payment of remittances made by native officers 
and soldiers to their families. 

Mr. Batten’s report on Kumaun Tarai 

Irrrigation in the Tarai pargana 

Volume If .—Letters received, 184.'3 —18513. 

—Claim of Nawab of Rarupiir to exemption from forest dues. 

Order prohihiting officers aud subordinates in political employ from 
borrowing money of, or lending inoiioy to, native.? of India. 

Fixing the term of settlement in the Bhabar at 5 years instead of 
20 years. 

Construction of thanas at Tanda and Kalidungi at Its. 200. 

Issue of tobacco to prisoners. 

Settlement of the Katbans and (^hurai mahals of the Bhabar. 

Propo.sal for the reintroductioii of stainp.s in Kumatin. 

Remission of abkari Ijalance on account of closing of shops during 
the Mohurram. 

List of pensions granted to individuals on the resumption of muafi 

lands. 

Payment of compensation for land taken up for a road at Almora. 

Matters cognizable under section 2, Civil Rules, by civil courts. 

1S4>6 .—Rules for ndmis.sion of prisoners in jail and their release. 

Maintenance of encamping grounds. 

Establishment of district daks. 

List of European, Eurasian and native officers and subordinates. 

Record room establishment. 

Question of granting sanads to the rawalsof the three great temples of 
Badrinath, Kedornath and Gopesar. 



Sale of nazul property. 

Call for report on the effects of Acts XIX of aiul TV of 1845 
concerning registration of written deeds, etc. 

Orders regarding payment of interest on Government pa})er. 

Proposition for abandoning the road from Moradabad through Chilka 
to Almora and establishing the line by Kaliduugi and Xaini Tal to 
Bujjan as the military route to Almora. 

—Account of mining mahal in pargaua Ghaiigarklia. 

Settlement of Kumaun by Mr. Batten. 

Kham tahsil management of timber in Kumaun. 

Effect produced by trees on the climate and produ(‘tivoness of a 
country, 

Papers regarding forests in llohilkhand. 

Land taken for public roads. 

Pension of Datt Ram, wasilbaki navis, Debra Dun. 

Remission of Rs. 251-8-0 claimed by the iarmiu'of Kola, in KuTiiaun 
on account of timlKU’ taken by (.Mlecior, Mora<iabad, iVom Kota Forest, 
in 1S45-4G. 

Replacing the Almora post olllcx' undi'r the Junior Assistant. 

imS .—Report on tea plantalaoiis. 

Rights possessed by t.lu' Boksas iii certain stn-ams in the d'arai. 

Assignment of Ks. 8,000 for building overseers’ houses at Bhim Tal 
and at Paoree and for tiio tea manufaeJory at the latter ]d:i(!e. 

Bridge over tlie rivc'r at Bagt^swar. 

Compilation of map.s of Kumaun and Kuiu:j.uji Bhabar. 

Sanction of terms with (Chinese tea marmfacturor. 

Fixing 1 tola as the maximum weight to be convoyed for (I pies by 
district post and 1 anna for a letter not exceeding 2 tolas, and sv» on. 

Extent to whicli India iniglit be c.ipaltlc of snpjilyiiig cotton in tlio 
event of an increased demand. 

Disbursement of Rs. 2,000 on tin' Ballei'ah road to Naini T.;I. 

Call for genealogical table of certain Rajputs settled in Knniami and 
Carliwal. 

Call for list of all pensions of a perpetual character. 

Reward of Rs. (SOO for captuie of tour escaped prisoners. 

Lease of the forest produce in Patleo Dun. 

Extent and nature of cultivation of land. 

Instructions issued by Commissiouor in regard to matters of iniporlanco 
in the Kumaun Bhabar. 

1S//J, —Proposition to establish marts for the production of mineral 
salt. 
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Reception and location of three rebel Rajas of the Western Hills with 
iheir families at Almora. 

Vernacular education. 

Staten^ent of lapsed muafi tenures. 

Refund of stamps in cases of razinamas. 

Call for a etateinoiit showing result of revision of settlements, 

IHfiO ,—Establishment for Kumaiin office including Garhwal. 

Payment of manorial dues. 

Alteration in the constitution of the Almora dispensary and the 
appointment of a Hindu Sub-Assistant Surgeon at Almora. 

Plan of principal trigonometrical survey stations. 

Introduction of the provisions of Act XXVI of 1850 to enable improve¬ 
ments to be made in towns. 

Iristrucl ions regarding preparation of authentic-ted Urdu translations 
of misls in sessions eases. 

AmeudmenU and alterations iiiKumaun Criminal Rules. 

Separation of jail contingencies from those of civil station. 

Supply of warm clothing to prisoners. 

Orders lor sale of oiiium alRs. 11 per cake, 

Prohibition of sales of pro[)ert.y by political officers to native princes, 
etc. 

Suggestions for altering the law regarding the execution of decrees. 

Pension of K. NauJa Singh, son of K. Pertah Singh, of Kumaiin. 

Statement showing average number of prisoners and average cost of 
each prisoner. 

Grant of Rs. 200 to Bahadur Pal Kajbar on account of the bridge at 
AskoLe. 

AVd/.—Terms on which the villagers are disposed to free themselves 
from })crsonal services as porters. 

Particulars as to tlu' social position of native judges. 

Grant of pensions to certain individuals who have escaped from 
Afghanistan. 

Withdraw^al of t hree companies of the Kiimaun liattalion from Loha- 

Map of Naini Tab 

Making over of the military buildings at Lohaghat to the civil 
authorities. 

Hari Chand Rajbar, a Nepaffise refugee, assistance rendered to 

Transfer of certain pattis of lluzur Kali Kumaiin tahsils to the 
Bhabar. 

Grant of a pension of Rs. 150 to Ranee Hubdeh, wddow of late Raja 
Permodh Chand of Mahal Moree, 
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Tea plantations, particulars of 

Orders concerning the Boksa villages of Moti Chokrait in Kotah. 
Shaving of the face and head of prisoners. 

Transfer of the Kathbans malial of zila Garhwal to the Superintendonft 
of Dchra Dan and Collector of Bijnor. 

Drawing of small political pensions for any number of months under 
six months. 

Items of dieting of prisoners sentenced by civil court should bo 
kept separate. 

Chaiigorkha katiungoship. 

ISfiC !.—Irrigation of certain villages in Kashipur. 

Land taken up for public purposes. 

Grant of rents of mau/.a Johata in pargana Pali to Nanda Devi temple, ' 
Management of sadabart endowments in Garhwal. 

Assessment of tea lands in Kumauu. 
elephants required for the Bhabar, 
l*risoaers to undergo imprisonruent at Almora. 

Land taken up at Binsar l^y ]\Lajor Evans. 

Nay -bad leases in Kiiniaun, rvunarks on 

Grant of l;iiid adjoining Mr. St reach berg’s estate at Naini Tal. 

ISCo — Orders regarding right of succession to rent-free tenures in 
Kumaun. 

Orders regardkag patwaris and village rnoasuremonts. 

Establishment of iron and copper mines in Kumaun and Garhwal. 

Care and control of burial grounds. 

Contemplated alteration of the agricultural year. 

ViiUbme III, Lei,tors received, LSo;', to 1855. 

ISGo .—Dibburseuienl of donation given hy the Nepalese General to 
certain talisil oflicials. 

Form of abkai i seitleinont,. 

Erection of a sentry-box in Fore Almora, 
l\evciia(‘ (Iciived from certain uaports, 

Bain gauges. 

Confining of ])riso!ier.s according to term of imprisonment. 

Deposits, instructions jegarding * 

Nayabad leases in Kumauu and Garhwal, rules. 

Thokdars in Kumaun and Garhwal. 

Tentage allowance. 

—Preservation of suitable ancient structures. 

Examination of Assistants in Hindi—-Rules of examination. 

Location of peshkars and tahsildars. 

Slims paid for support of temples in Kumaun, 
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Interference of Collector with decisions of subordinates in summary 
suits. 

Destruction of old records. 

Administration of soleiiiii declaration in courts. 

Form of register of suits (other than pauper suits), 
landing of settlement proceedings. 

Sayar col loot inns. 

Kates of talbaria in force. 

Arrange merit of English records in offices. 

Summary dismissal of uiicovenanted servants. 

Security bonds of ii casurers. 

Indents for printed forms. 

]?esi(knc(' of talisildars and peshkara in their tahsils—instructions 
1 'Oga.i (ling 

Particulars regarding insane prisoners sent to a lunatic asylum. 
Orders in rr.gard to distribution of work in offices. 

Oceij]»at,i()n of land for roads, juevions sanction to be obtaiiu'd. 
(niiistriiolioii of se(‘ti()ii b, lu'guk :' ;n IX of I8rkk and paragraphs 11 
and 1L)ir('ctions to seltlement offieers, 

N’eiid of stamps. 

Sal. el ions a talisildari rc.sidence at Ahiiora for Ks. 250. 

Mules lor condiiet of suits which (lovernment is a party. 

Alterations in system ol record — insi rudiuiis. 

Eslimates of i“(!(‘eij)ts and di.>l/njsi‘meiils. 

Pureba'c ol land by native pidges and amla. 

Stalc'uient of nature ol'work perforimal by Dejiuty (kllcctors, orders 
as to its diseontinuaiici'.. 

( d\ 1 1 Adimiiistralioii of Kiimaun—Ik'solution of the Sadar Dewani 
Adalal. 

lu'.vvaids for the aptireliensioii of criminals. 

Loave <»i absoiiee in which a substitute is appointed to be reported. 
Standing ordi'is of the Legislative (douiieil of India. 

Eraetjoiis disail owed in pensions. 

Continuous soi’viee to entitle a person t(» pt'usion. • 

Pules lor ai^ jusluu'ut of ehiims to compensation on lands taken up for 
railways. 

Placing rival’s and streams in tracts intersected by canals under the 
canal officer. 

Destruction of ihaiia records more than live years old. 

Clas>ilication ('f records. 
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Statement for reporting remissions of revenue of land taken up for 
public purposes. 

Half-yearly list of officers dismissed from jail service. 

Kcmcval of prisoners from one district jail to another in cases of 
sickness—orders. 

Statement of sentences of all prisoners. 

Making over of useless records to the jail for paper manufactory. 
Security to be taken from public accountants. 

System of educating convicts, 

Obliterating postage stamps used for letters by district post. 
Authorizing naming after the native fashion in Kumaun and Garliwal. 
Erection of a new jail for Kuinann. 

Thokdari rights in Kuinann and Garhwal—thokdari dues. 

Allowances for support of temples in Kuinann. 

Annual reports on tlie result of police administration— 

Extension of tea growing in Katyonr. 

Keddah operations in ihe Tarai, etc. 

Attachment of a native vaccinator to coolies’ camp while on tour. 
Orders in regard to charge of affray. 

Tariff of manorial dues, Bijimr Forest Mahal. 

Orders confirming of certain pargaiias. 

Education of patwaris in surveying. 

Instruction of tahsil amla in Nagri, village accounts, and use of plaije 
table. 

Ckiltivat ion of flax in India. 

Construction of a new road to iNaini Tal from tlic Bhabar. 

ISo-’). — Buies for transliteration of vernacular names— 

Uniform dress and arms for revenue and police native offi(;ers. ^ 
Half-yi‘arly shoi't of proclaraatit^ns for approluuision of accused who 
have evaded the polha;. 

Statement sh<)wing number and salaries of mohaiirs paid for from 
surplus talbana receipts. 

Collection of Hubscriptions for the Patriolic Fund of England. 
Purchase of Moti Kam Sah’s V'^ictoria Hotel ” for a kutchery for 
the Junior Assistant Commissioner at Naini Tal for Rs. 4,000. 

System of dustaks for realization of arrears of revenue. 

Increased powers for Mr. Colin. 

Grant for completion of the road from Naini Tal and the Kosilla 
V'alloy at Khairna. 

Construction of racks for vernacular records. 

Uncovenantod pension rules. 

Application for pension's for uncovenanted servants, 
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Eaport on education and employment of native assistants in the 
Engineering department. 

Instructions on the revision of settlement of the Saharanpur tea 
gardens at Bhimtal. 

Orders for suppression of dacoities. 

Investing * of 1st class jamadars with powers of thauadars when in 
charge of thanas. 

Sanctions Rs. 1,582-8-0 for two elephants for use in the Bhabar. 

Transfer of payment of R,s. 20 now paid to the Government Verna¬ 
cular School at Almora to the institution at Srinagar. 

Settlement of price or rent of houses in cantonments, etc. 

Purchase of a house at Naini Tal for Commissioner’s office. 

Sessions Judges’ decisions being furnished to magistrates. 

Rules relating to Nayabads—waste lands. 

Inspection remarks of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor on 
Almora ofHces, etc. 

QuOwStion as to what is to be regarded as continuous service. 

Measures for providing improved communications in Kumaun and 
Garhwal. 

Public despatches by post. 

Orders regarding Government book shops and pay of book moharrirs. 

Form of annual police report. 

Enforcement of an educational test for subordinate servants. 

Plan of police thana. 

Rules for guidance of revenue courts in summary and regular suits 
in Kuinaiiu. 

A medical certiBcato is not re(|uirod from a public servant applying 
for pension on the ground of old age and incapacity for further service. 

Pension of Prern Nedhee Sliastree of Jalaon state. 

Building of aduk l)imgalow jit Kaladoongee at Rs. 1,000. 

Resuniplion of village Jhala in pargaua Kali Kumaon. 

Miilual surrender of fugitives of iS’epal. 

Payiueut of compensation to finders of ancient coins. 

Sketch of Biusar Hill around the buildings of Captain Perry and 
Major Evans. 

Vohime IV ,—Letters received, 1856'57. 

Inclusion of miscellaneous receipts on account of excise in the 
annual administration report statement. 

Arrangement of records in criminal offices. 

Remarks by Board on the revenue administration of Kumaun and 
Garhwali 

Annual reports required to be sent by subordinates to collectors. 



( 479 ) 


Statement of rain registered at each rain guage station. 

Modification in summary suit procedure. 

Rules regarding appropriation of land for public purposes. 

Surveying apparatus for patvvaris to be supplied by Government. 

Pay and prospects of civil officers in the Punjab and elso^b^re. 

Grant of land for tea cultivation—application of Mr. Mclvor. 

Order prohibiting the summoning of women to kutchery in all suits, 
civil and criminal. 

Classification of cases of child stealing. 

Instruction for guidance of police acting under Regulation II of 

1832. 

Prohibiting native police officers from receiving confessions of 
prisoners (asks for opinion). 

Register of time-expired convicts. 

Draft Act for suppression of gambling. 

All judicial deposits not exceeding Rs. 20 to be credited to Govern¬ 
ment after one year. 

Government resolution regarding the testing of patwari papers. 

Lands required for excavation of kanluir. 

Inspection and examination of state of business in Collectors’ offices 
by Commissioner. 

Rules for removal and periodical destruction of useless records in 
offices. 

Rules regulating the sale of postage stamps. 

Rules for adjusting compensation for losses by action of canals. 
Instructions for settlements in districts. 

Orders regarding the presence of an uncovenanted officer at Sadr 
station. 

System of issuing dustaks- 
Arrangement of tahsili records. 

Syauucharee and Kumeenchara rights in Kumaun, 

Introduction of forms of mofussil .accounts. 

Draft Bill to amend the Law of Partition. 

Education of male minors under Court of Wards. 

Retention of trees on land belonging to railways. 

Rules regarding system of record in English office. 

Rules in regard to leave of absence to subordinate native officials. 
Compilation of statistical memoirs for districts in the North- WestejfH 
Provinces. 

Travelling allowance for attending departmental examinations. 

Order regarding resort to insolvent courts, 
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Compilation of a detailed khasra survey of Kumaun. 

Examination of tahsildars. 

Preparation of returns of traffic on every great road. 

Petitions ^f appeals to be accompanied by authenticated copies of the 
order appealed cagainst. 

Revision of civil salaries and establishment in India. 

t 

Investment of powers. 

Revised rules for guidance of Superintendent of Forests. 

Alteration of form of register of births, marriages and deaths. 

Proposal for raising the pay of the Assistant Commissioner to 
Rs. 1,000. 

Register of length and nature of past services of officials. 

Operations of tlu'- foundry at lioorkiH.'. 

Travelling allowance of assistants. 

Substitution of articles of local manufacture for those indented for 
from Europe. 

Training of young civil servants. 

Annual return showing leave of absence granted during the year to 
imcovenanted serv.aiits. 

Form of application for increase of establishment. 

Statement of value of stamps filed in the criminal courts of Kiimaun 
during June, 1855. 

Medical officer required to state tlie cause of death in death reports. 
Return of public improvements for 1855-56. 

Discoutimianco of temporary establishments. 

Lunatics—Dangerous 
preparation of narratives of crimes. 

Supply of thana and tahsil maps. 

Preparation of yearly reports on police administration. 

Mode of sending corpses for medical examination. 

Verification of lists of proclaimed offenders and escaped convicts. 

isr)7 ,—Trial and punishipcnt ol persons concerned in selling female 
children for immoral purposes in Kiimaun^-Rules regarding 

Sanction of certain expenditure for pistons and other tools for the 
Iron Works at Dechouree, 
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Correspondence regarding female schools in Agra and Muttra. 

Rules for guidince of outpost j imadars. 

Rules of practice for Board of Revenue and Commissioner, 

Testing of settlement records. 

The files. 

There are five pre-mutiny files contained in one guarvl-book. 

The subjects of the tiles are :— 

1. The management of the Bhahar. 

2 Forest dues of the Kumaun Bhahar. 

3. The utilisation of the (lola river for purposes of irrigation. 

4. Tne lUilis^ltion of the water of the Beiksar. 

5. The boundary ol the Kumaun Bhabar. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX 


THE PRE MUTINY RECORDS IN THE RECORD-ROOM OF THE DEPUTY 
COMMISSIONER, GARHWAL. 

I. —Classification of the records. 

II. —Descriptive account of the records. 

The pre-mutiny records in the office of the Deputy Commissioner of 
Gaihwal consist of 18 hound volumes, 4 index volumes and 1 printed 
list. These records, like those at Alinora, have suffered from indiscrimi¬ 
nate weeding, hut whereas at Almora the volumes of letters issued by 
the Senior Assistant Commissioner have all been destroyed, at Garhwal 
the letters reedved by the Senior Assissaiit Commissioner have been 
weeded almost to extinction, 

I.—Classification of the records. 

The Garhwal records fall into live series 

Series T . —Note-books of the year 1837, 2 volumes. 

Series TL —Judicial and revenue letters sent from June 15th, 1838 
to May 1st, 1839, by Captain 11. Huddleston, Senior Assistant Com- 
iiiissioiiej, Garliwal. 1 volume. 

Series ///. — Revenue letters issed from April, 1839 to June, 1861, 
7 volumes. 

Series TV. —Judicial letters iesued from 1st Marcdi, 1837 to Decem¬ 
ber, 1858, .'5 volumes. 

Series V. —Letters issued by the Local Agent at Garhwal from 
April, 1852 to November, 1870, 1 volume. 

Series VT. —-Letters received by the Senior Assistant Commissioner, 
Garhwal, 1841-1856, 2 volumes. 

The letters in this series have been listed in the printed list labelled 
Index, volume 5. 

II.—Descriptive account of the records. 

Series 7.—Note-books of the year 1837, 2 volumes. 

These notes, which are unsigned, relate to the administration and 
settlement of the (hirhwal district. The volumes contain, in addition 
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to the abovc iiientioned nolos, copK's of a few lelterd conveying ins- 
Iructions and some ciHlings of printed matter. 

S^rief* //. —Judi(;i}xl and revenue letters sent, from June 2r)th, 1838 
to May 1st, 1839, by Captain H, Huddleslon. 

Huddleston was appointed S.xidor Assistant Coinmissioner of (iarliwal 
in 1838. Among the subjects dealt with in the series, mention may lo 
made of settlement, management of pilgrim routes, military pensions, 
opium, arrangement of records and patwaris’ papers. 

Series //i. — Revenue letters issued. 1839—1861, 7 volumes. 

The lollowing are examples of the subjects dealt with in this series:—* 
Annual administration reports, settlement and survey operations, 
stamps, land lir.encea, tax on salt, lahsildars, temples and temple lands, 
transit duties, treasury accounts, registration, execution of decrees, 
amins, ferry and nazul liinds, forest duties, irrigation, miiaHs, houndaries, 
pargaiia registers, sayar collections. I uilding ol' talisils, forced labour, 
and jiartiiioii ciises. 

Series IV ,—Judicial letters issued 1837—1858,5 volumes. 

The more important subjects dealt with in the smies are trade 
between Garhwal and Tartary, management of temples, Sikh refugees, 
crimes, piisoii discipline, diet of pri.soners, management, of pilgrim 
routes, post office, school at Srinagar, abduction of women, civil 
and crimiuiil admiiiistiation reports, census, Srinagai" dispensary, tea 
nurseries, forced labour, native lioctors, pilgrims, slavery, sufiplics, 
plague, abolition of the Garhwal jail in 1854 and police. 

Series V .—Letters issued by the Local Agents at Garhwal, 1852—1870 
1 volume. 

Tlu'se letters relate to the 1 per cent. Road Fund and the eoristiucliou 
and repair of road.s and bridges. 

Series F7.-~Letters received by the Senior Assistant Cominissiuner, 
1841—1856, 2 volumes. 

These two volumes contain all the letters that have fcui vived the 
vigorous weeding that took place some years ago. These have been 
elastified aci v)rding to departments and listed. The list has been printed 
and is labelled index volume no. 5. 

Only six letters earlier than ]854 have been preserved, and these all 
relate to tea. In 1852, wastelands weie hist granted for tea cultivation. 
The rest of the correspondence relates mainly lo the Sadabart charity 
and fund, temples and pujaris, nayabad leases, seltiement ebtablisL- 
ixients, dacoities and Local Agents. 
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APPENDIX I. 




Dates on which the various portions of the United Provinces of Agra 
and On ih came into the possesaiwi of the East India Company. 


Traci of country. 

Year of 
acquisi¬ 
tion. 

Remarks. 

licnares division (except the southern 
part of tho Mirsapur district | 

17G4 

Coded by tho Mogul Emperor at 
Delhi. In 17GG tho Company 
handed tho |)*'ovince over to the 
Nawab Vizier of Oudh, it was re¬ 
sumed by the Company m 1775 

Allahabad Fort 

1798 

Ceded by the Nawab Vizier of Oudh. 

Tho Ceded Provinces (i.c., tho proseni 
Gorakhpur and Roliilkhand divisions 
incl louth Mirzapur, Naini ThI Tarai 
and tho Allahabad, except tabs 1 Handia) 
Fatchpor, Cawnporo, Mampi.ri, Eta- 
wah and Etah districts, also ih»! district 
of Farrukbub.id, This last \^as »dminis- 
torod by tho Nawab of Farrukhalmd. 
who bniided over the adminDtration to 
the Comp my shortlv after tho territory 
had boon ceded by tbo Nawab Vizior. 

1801 

Ceded by the Nawab Vizier of 
Oudh. 

Tho Couquorod Provinces (i.c., the present 
Muttni; Aligarh, Bulandsbabr, Meerut, 
Muzaflarnagar and Saharunpur disti jote 
and part of the Agra district, togtthcr 
with tho Delhi Territ ory, e g., Delhi, 
Gurg.'ion, Rohtak, Hissar, birsa and 
Kiirnal). 

1803 

i 

Surrendered by the Poshwa after 
conquest by Lord Lsko. 

Parte of Bunda, Hamirpur and Jalauu .. 

1803-1804 

1 

Surronderod or acquired by lapse 
of Ilimmat Bahadur’s grant. 

Part of tho Agra dietrict 

1805 

Acquired by treaty from the Raja 
of Bharatpur. 

Kuniauu and Dohra Dun 

181G 

Acquired by conquest from tho 
Nepalese. 

Taheil Handia (Allahabad district) 

181G j 

Coded by the Nawab of Oudh. 

Part of Pundelkhand, the Baugor and 
Norbudda territories. 

181T 

Coded by the Peshwa. 

llaqa of Khandesh (Banda district) 

1818 

Coded by tho Raja of Jalaun. 

Tho remainder of the Jalaun district 

1840 

Acquired by lapse. 

Portions of Jhansi and Lalitpur 

1842-44 

Coded by the Baja of Jhansi. 

Part of Hamirpur •« 

1849 

Acquired by lapse. 

The remainder of the Jh4nsi district 

1858 

Ditto. 

Oudh .. 

1856 

Annexed, 
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APPENDIX II. 

Govern(n*s and‘ Lieuteyiant-Govemars of Agra and Chief Gmnmia* 
sionere of Oudh before 18 S 8 . 

AGKA. 

Governors. 

Date of appointment. 

Sir C. T. Metcalfe, Bart G.C.B. ... Ur.h November, 1884. 

Mr. W. Blunt ... ... 20th March, 1835. 

Mr. A. Ro 88 ’ ... ... ... 1st December, 1835. 

Lieutenant-Governor. 

Sir C. T. Metcalfe, Bart.. G G.B. ... Ist June 1836. 

The Right Honourable the Governor General in the North-Western 

Provinces, 

(The Earl of Auckland) ... ... 1st June, 1838. 

Lieutenant Governor, 

Mr. T. C. Robertson ... 4th February, 1840. 

The R>,ght Honourable the Governor General in the Nortfo Weatern 

Provinces. 

(The Earl of Ellonborough) ... ... 31st December, 1842. 

Lieutenant Governors. 

Sir G. R. Clark. K.C B. ... ... 30th June, 1843. 

Mr. James Thomason ... ... 22ad December, 1843. 

Mr. A. W. Begbio (in charge) ... 10th October, 1853. 

Mr. J. R. Colvin ... ... ... 7thNovember, 1853. 

Mr. E A. Reade (in charge) ... ... 10th September, 1857. 

Colonel H. Fraser, C.B. (Chief Commis¬ 
sioner) ... ... ... 30th September, 1857. 

OUDH. 

Chief Commissioners, 

Major-General Sir J. Outram, K.C.B. ... Ist February, 1856. 

Mr. C. C. Jackson ... ... .. 8th March, 1856. 

Major-General Sir H. M. Lawrence, K 21st March, 1857. 

Major J. S. Banks ... ... ... 5th July, 1857. 

Lieutenant-General Sir J. Outram, K.C.B. 11th September, 1857. 

APPENDIX III. 

Printed lists of records, 

1. Pie-inutiay records. Commissioner’s office, Agra division, 5 
volumes. 

2. Pre-mutiny records, Commissioner’s office, Allahabad division, 
3 volumes. 
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3* Pre-mutiny records, Collector’s olHce, Farrukhabad district, 1 
volume. 

4. Pre-mutiny records, Collector’s office, Banda distiict, 1 volume. 

5. Pre-mutiny records, Collector’s offi ;e, Benares district, 5 volumes. 

6. Pre-mutiny records, Collector’s office, Jaunpiir district, 1 volume. 

7. Pre-mutiny records, Deputy Commissioner’s office, Garhwal 
district, 1 volume. 

8. Commissioner’s office, Kumaun division, List of miscellaneous 
letters received, 1814--1842. 


APPENDIX IV. 

Some Puhtications that consiat of ][>rinted records appertahwig to 
the United Provinces, 

Papers respecting the Nepaul War, 1824. 

Selections from revenue records, North-Western Provinces, 1808— 
1835, 2 volumes, 1872. 

Settlement Uesoliitiou of the Governor General in Council, dated 
22nd Dc'ember, 1S20. 

Settlement Resolution of the Governor General in Council, dated 
1st August, 1822. 

Mounstuart Eiphinstone’s Report on the Territories ceded by the 
Pcshwa, 1821. 

Settlement correspondence of the period, 1820 to 1822, 

Batten's official reports on the Province of Kumaun. 

A collection of papers regarding the settlement of South Mirzapur. 
(dorrespondeiice of F. 0. Wells, settiement officer, Mussoorie, 1842. 
Shakespoar's Selections from the Duncan Records, 2 volumes. 
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